
Town of Putnam 
Economic & Community Development Commission 

Meeting Agenda 
Conference Room #201 

Tuesday, April 11th, 2023, 8:00 AM 

Join Zoom Meeting: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84825245868?pwd=dWExcWFQU3BYVlZIMkF2S3JBUWlWZz09 

Meeting ID: 848 2524 5868  
Passcode: 2haett 

1. Roll Call
2. Approval of Meeting

Minutes*
i. March 14th

3. Reporting of
Expenditures

4. New Business
i. Job Resource Center
ii. Trust Fund Expenditures*
iii. Community Investment Fund Round 2

5. Old Business
i. Beautification

a. Pocket Park Plaques*
ii. Strategic Plan

6. Updates
i. Ribbon Cuttings
ii. Available Commercial Properties

7. Public Participation
8. Adjournment*

*Vote Required

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84825245868?pwd=dWExcWFQU3BYVlZIMkF2S3JBUWlWZz09








Update to our website: 

March 23, 2023 

 

 

 



Community Investment Fund 2030 

450 Columbus Blvd., Suite 5 I Hartford, CT 06103 I P: 860.280.8710 I portal.ct.gov/CommunityInvestmentFund 

Re: Community Investment Fund 2030 – Round 2; Town of Putnam 
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PROJECT NAME  Providence Street Improvements Project 

APPLICANT NAME  Town of Putnam 

ENTITY Municipality     MUNICIPALITY Putnam  

AMOUNT REQUESTED $ 2,741,000    

TOTAL BUDGET   $ 2,741,000 

PROJECT TYPE Capital  CAPITAL PROJECT TYPE Pedestrian Safety/Traffic Calming 

Equitable Treatment 
Black, Latino, Indigenous and Native American  ☐ 

Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders and POC ☐ 

Religious Minorities ☐ 

LGBTQ+ ☐ 

Rural ☒ 

Persistent Poverty ☒ 

Inequality ☐ 

Comments:  The eastern end of Providence Street has been physically, economically, and socially 

disconnected from downtown Putnam.  

Statutory Prioritization for Municipalities Only 
Local Hiring 7-112 ☐ 

Project Labor Agreement (For NPOs) ☐ 

Leverage Non-State Funds ☐ 

Letter of Support from General Assembly ☐ 

Comments:   

DECD Best Practices 
Strong Project Readiness ☐ 

Leveraging Funding    Click or tap here to enter text. ☐ 

Realistic/Comprehensive Budget ☐ 

Limits Soft Costs ☐ 

Comprehensive Project Plan ☐ 

SHPO Review Status: Project Notification Form submitted 

1/5/23. 

Comments This project was proposed for CT Communities Challenge Grant Round One. The Town has 

removed the façade program this time around, in order to be more shovel ready.  
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Comments:   

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Town of Putnam is requesting CIF funds towrads the The Providence Street Improvements Project.  

This project is proposed to enhance Providence St. through an evaluation of current infrastructure 

conditions and construction of improvements for mobility. This project builds upon the efforts of our 

2009 Streetscape Design Guidelines for Providence Street (see Appendix A). This will include new 

sidewalks, ADA compliant ramps, crosswalks, and a roundabout. The improvement plan focuses on 

accessibility as well as aesthetic. The design plan includes the planting of trees, roadway/pedestrian 

lighting, and other planting needs as appropriate. This area of Providence St. will become a placemaking 

project through a multifaceted approach of redevelopment.  It is anticipated that improvements will 

enhance the overall environmet and ecnomic viability to encourage private investment in downtown 

Putnam.  The infrastructure enhancements will improve ADA accessibility, connectivity, safety and 

functionality, as well as economic resilience of the area.   

TARGET OUTCOMES AND IMPACTS 

1. Project will improve safety, make Providence Street more conducive to walking, strolling, 

shopping. The long-term effect of the improved Providence Street area will incentive businesses 

to occupy spaces and support job growth. 

DECD OBSERVED STRENGTHS       

1. With the community, the Town of Putnam has done a good job developing plans and guidelines 

that inform each new decision (see 2009 Streetscape Design Guidelines). This thoughtful work 

sends a message to people in the community that their voices are critical in each improvement 

project, while making each subsequent project more efficient from a process and fiscal 

perspective.   
2. With the recent $2 million Brownfield grant for the development of Belding Mill and the clean-

up of 55 Providence Street (Metal Mast property), this placemaking and safety project will is 

envisioned to have a transformative effect, making it a more beautiful community for residents. 

DECD OBSERVED WEAKNESSES 

1. There are no other sources of funding for this project. 95.3% of CIF funding for soft costs, 

including the DECD Assistance Agreement legal work. 

2. Project plans are only at 10% Design renderings created  

CT Economic Action Plan 

Workforce ☐ 

Communities ☒ 

Innovation ☐ 

Business Environment ☒ 
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3. Target population still needs to be involved in engagement/input session to further develop 

plan. 

4. Application makes general statements about how the project will address accessibility, 

connectivity and safety – but is lacking specificity regarding how the project will further 

consistent and systematic fair, just and impartial treatment of individuals who belong to 

underserved and marginalized communities. 

5. Project does not identify data/measurement for evaluating impact/outcomes of the project and 

impact on the target population.  



Pocket Park Plaque Options 
 
The below items are engraved in house and inserted into cast aluminum plaque frames 
and come with a 24" aluminum rod (not stake). 
 
The lettering is not raised, but the border of the cast frame is raised. 
 
I believe the Putnam Post Office has one of these signs to the left of their building, just 
before their parking lot if you wanted to check it out.  
 
I can turn these signs around within a 2-week lead time. 
 
The cast aluminum frames come in either silver finish border or bronze finish border, 
but they are both casted in aluminum and only come in the following sizes: 
 
24" rod is included with all plaques below: 
4" x 6” silver finish with a 3" x 5" engraving area = $110.00  x 8 = $880 
4" x 6” bronze finish with a 3" x 5" engraving area = $125.00  x 8 = $1,000 
6" x 8” silver finish with a 5" x 7" engraving area = $130.00  x 8 = $1,040 
6" x 8” bronze finish with a 5" x 7" engraving area = $165.00  x 8 = $1,320 
8" x 10” silver finish with a 7" x 9" engraving area = $190.00  x 8 = $1,520 
8" x 10” bronze finish with a 7" x 9" engraving area = $240.00 x 8 = $1,920 
 
*There are eight parcels adopted, without plaques. 



Department of Economic and Community Development 

Strategic Planning 

Putnam has a thriving and growing business community. 

 

Develop an inventory of available properties with relevant data. 

Make it available on our website. 

Keep in contact with local realtors through Northeast Commercial Investment Division 
(NE CID). 

 

Update business retention strategies. 

Visit each business once a year, keep excel spreadsheet for tracking. 

Host an open house for business. 

Send out surveys, follow up if no response. 

 

Update business attraction strategies. 

Actively offering tax incentives. 

Use the printing budget for financial assistance program handouts. 

 

Locate a central location for brochures/information. 

 

 

Increase retail shoppes in our Downtown. 

 Actively offer small business loans, conduct public information session. 

 Small Business Academy. 

 

Retain a quality hotel/motel. 

 Create a relationship with the new Motel 6. 

 



Location Listing Realtor SF/Acres  Sale Price  Lease 
Contact 
number 

  72  Canal St. (Modern Lumber) Bell Park/RE Max 20,000 SF  $      1,250,000 860-928-7991

364 School St. (Putnam House of Pizza) Bell Park/RE Max 34,060 SF  $         365,000 860-928-7991

47 Woodstock Ave. (Slice of Heaven Pizza)
Keller Williams Realty - Greater 
Worcester 2,956.SF  $         189,900 508- 365-3532

178 Providence St. (Uptown Sandwiches) Bell Park/RE Max- Dick Loomis 1,444 SF  $         150,000 860-928-7991

333 Pomfret St. (On Hospital Hill) Atlas Realty - John Downs 8,062 SF
 $ 700 pr/mth each 
office  

27 Quinebaug Ave. Anthony Chabot Realty 2,788 SF  $500 pr/mth  860-904-4403

211 Kennedy Dr. (Former Bank of America) RE Max/Bell Park Realty 1500 SF  $15 pr/sf 
17 B Kennedy Dr. (Next to NE Flooring) RE Max/ Bell Park Realty  5,800 SF  $ 14 pr/sf 860-646-4525

Riverfront Commons 203-267 Kennedy Dr.
J Corp. Realty, LLC / Daniel 
Johnson/agent 1,100 to 6,720 SF

 $12 to $15 Triple 
net 

26 Union St. (Former Chickerings Café) Kazantzis Real Estate, LLC 5,194SF  $         750,000 

2 Furnace St. Signature Properties 410,711 SF $650,000 
4 Ridge Rd. (Industrial Park ) CR Premier Properties 850 SF $ 1,500 pr/mth
41A Grove St. (Medical Office Space) Berkshire Hathaway 850 SF $ 1,100 pr/mth
148 Providence Street                          (former 
A+ nails) Anthony Chabot Realty 1,394 SF $ 1,300 pr/mth 860-904-4403

Commerical Properties Available
Putnam, CT

Last Updated: 04/06/2023

https://commercial.century21.com/real-estate/putnam-ct/LCCTPUTNAM/
https://commercial.century21.com/real-estate/putnam-ct/LCCTPUTNAM/
https://commercial.century21.com/real-estate/putnam-ct/LCCTPUTNAM/
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