Sept. 25, 2020
Dear EVIT students and parents,

Maricopa County Public Health officials notified the East Valley Institute of Technology today that they
are declaring a COVID-19 “outbreak” at the EVIT Main Campus, 1601 W. Main St., in Mesa. While this
current issue is related to the Main Campus only, we are including East Campus families on this email
so you will also know what the county procedure is for declaring outbreaks. The county defines an
outbreak in a school as:

e "2 or more students or staff who could have been close contacts in the school with confirmed
COVID-19 within a rolling 14-day period. An outbreak is closed after 28 days have passed
without a new case that could have been transmitted in the school.”

Attached to this email is a form letter provided and recommended by the county for schools to send to
students, parents and staff when there is an outbreak based on the county’s definition. We are required
to notify students and staff within 24 hours of the county declaring an outbreak. But | think it’s also
important for you to know that EVIT does not agree with the county that there is an “outbreak” of
COVID-19 at our Main Campus at this time.

As you all know, the Main Campus is a large campus with over 15 buildings spread out over 65 acres,
and we operate two different sessions each day — from 8 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. and from noon to 2:30 p.m.
Our students take one class at EVIT. They go directly to class when they arrive and directly to their
vehicles or buses when class is over; there is no changing of classes in hallways or after-school activities.
The county official who determined there is an “outbreak,” based that decision on 3 students who have
tested positive for COVID-19. But these students attend 3 different high schools, are in completely
different EVIT classrooms, and are on the EVIT campus at different times of day. We do not believe any
of the infected students contracted the virus at EVIT.

EVIT has professional health-care aides at each of our campuses who are tracking and tracing COVID-19
cases as they are reported to us. Our data indicates the students the county identified as an
“outbreak” had zero contact with one another, and because of that, we believe the students did not
contract the virus from one another while on campus.

We have always known that we would have COVID-19 on our campuses. While we have implemented
many safety protocols, there is simply no way to guarantee the virus will never be here during a
pandemic. Over the past six weeks, we have had 12 cases at the Main Campus — less than 1 percent of
our student/staff population at Main — and 2 cases at our East Campus — less than half of 1 percent of
the East Campus population. We have taken these cases very seriously and followed guidelines
provided by county, state and federal health officials. Parents of students who were exposed to a
confirmed case were notified and told that their student must stay home for 14 days from their last
contact with the infected person. The students who tested positive for COVID-19 were required to stay
home for 10 days from the start of their symptoms, as per guidelines set in place by Maricopa County
Public Health and the Centers for Disease Control. Our janitorial services provider disinfected all exposed



areas with appropriate, EPA-recommended chemicals, in addition to the regular cleaning and
disinfecting of the campus by EVIT staff that goes on throughout the day.

We will continue to adhere to our protocols to provide a safe on-campus learning opportunity for
students, and we will continue to be transparent by updating every Friday afternoon the number of
cases on our website — www.evit.com/covid19 -- and communicating regularly with our students,
parents and staff. While we recognize the seriousness of COVID-19, we also believe that our students
need in-person learning to successfully complete their career training at EVIT and also for their
emotional well-being.

EVIT is committed to our mission of changing lives by loving our students and serving our community —
in a safe and transparent manner.

If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact me at cwilson@evit.com

Sincerely,

EVIT Superintendent Dr. Chad Wilson


http://www.evit.com/covid19
mailto:cwilson@evit.com

25 de septiembre de 2020
Estimados estudiantes y padres de EVIT:

Los funcionarios de salud publica del condado de Maricopa notificaron hoy al Instituto de Tecnologia de
East Valley que estan declarando un “brote” de COVID-19 en el campus principal de EVIT, 1601 W. Main
St., en Mesa. Si bien este problema actual esta relacionado solo con el campus principal, incluimos a las
familias del campus este en este correo electrénico para que también sepa cual es el procedimiento del
condado para declarar brotes. El condado define un brote en una escuela como:

¢ "2 0 mas estudiantes o personal que podrian haber estado en contacto cercano en la escuela con
COVID-19 confirmado dentro de un periodo continuo de 14 dias. Un brote se cierra después de que
hayan pasado 28 dias sin un nuevo caso que podria haberse transmitido en el colegio."

Se adjunta a este correo electrénico una carta modelo proporcionada y recomendada por el condado
para que las escuelas la envien a los estudiantes, los padres y el personal cuando se produce un brote
segun la definicion del condado. Estamos obligados a notificar a los estudiantes y al personal dentro de
las 24 horas posteriores a la declaracion del brote por parte del condado. Pero creo que también es
importante que sepa que EVIT no esta de acuerdo con el condado de que hay un "brote" de COVID-19
en nuestro campus principal en este momento.

Como todos saben, el campus principal es un campus grande con mas de 15 edificios distribuidos en 65
acres, y operamos dos sesiones diferentes cada dia, de 8 a.m. a 10:30 a.m. y de mediodia a 2:30 p.m.
Nuestros estudiantes toman una clase en EVIT. Van directamente a clase cuando llegan y directamente a
sus vehiculos o autobuses cuando termina la clase; no hay cambio de clases en los pasillos o actividades
extracurriculares. El funcionario del condado que determiné que hay un "brote", basé esa decisién en 3
estudiantes que dieron positivo por COVID-19. Pero estos estudiantes asisten a 3 escuelas secundarias
diferentes, estdn en aulas EVIT completamente diferentes y estdn en el campus de EVIT en diferentes
momentos del dia. No creemos que ninguno de los estudiantes infectados haya contraido el virus en
EVIT.

EVIT tiene asistentes de atencién médica profesionales en cada uno de nuestros campus que estan
rastreando y rastreando los casos de COVID-19 a medida que se nos informan. Nuestros datos indican
gue los estudiantes que el condado identificd como un "brote" no tuvieron contacto entre siy, por eso,
creemos que los estudiantes no contrajeron el virus entre ellos mientras estaban en el campus.

Siempre hemos sabido que tendriamos COVID-19 en nuestros campus. Si bien hemos implementado
muchos protocolos de seguridad, simplemente no hay forma de garantizar que el virus nunca estara
aqui durante una pandemia. Durante las ultimas seis semanas, hemos tenido 12 casos en el campus
principal, menos del 1 por ciento de nuestra poblacién de estudiantes / personal en el campus principal,
y 2 casos en nuestro campus este, menos de la mitad del 1 por ciento de la poblacién del campus este.
Hemos tomado estos casos muy en serio y hemos seguido las pautas proporcionadas por los
funcionarios de salud del condado, estatales y federales. Los padres de los estudiantes que estuvieron
expuestos a un caso confirmado fueron notificados y se les dijo que su estudiante debia quedarse en



casa durante 14 dias desde su ultimo contacto con la persona infectada. Los estudiantes que dieron
positivo por COVID-19 debian quedarse en casa durante 10 dias desde el inicio de sus sintomas, segin
las pautas establecidas por la Salud Publica del Condado de Maricopa y los Centros para el Control de
Enfermedades. Nuestro proveedor de servicios de limpieza desinfecté todas las dreas expuestas con los
productos quimicos apropiados recomendados por la EPA, ademas de la limpieza y desinfeccién
periddicas del campus por parte del personal de EVIT durante todo el dia.

Continuaremos cumpliendo con nuestros protocolos para brindar una oportunidad segura de
aprendizaje en el campus para los estudiantes, y continuaremos siendo transparentes al actualizar todos
los viernes por la tarde el nimero de casos en nuestro sitio web: www.evit.com/covid19 y comunicarse
regularmente con nuestros estudiantes, padres y personal. Si bien reconocemos la seriedad de COVID-
19, también creemos que nuestros estudiantes necesitan un aprendizaje en persona para completar con
éxito su formacion profesional en EVIT y también para su bienestar emocional.

EVIT esta comprometido con nuestra misién de cambiar vidas amando a nuestros estudiantes y
sirviendo a nuestra comunidad, de una manera segura y transparente.

Si tiene alguna pregunta o inquietud, no dude en ponerse en contacto conmigo en cwilson@evit.com
Sinceramente,

Superintendente de EVIT Dr. Chad Wilson



