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Basic Style for Citations of Electronic Sources (Including Online 
Databases) 

Here are some common features you should try and find before citing electronic sources in MLA style. 
Not every Web page will provide all of the following information. However, collect as much of the 
following information as possible both for your citations and for your research notes: 

 Author and/or editor names (if available) 

 Article name in quotation marks. 

 Title of the website, project, or book in italics. 

 Any version numbers available, including editions (ed.), revisions, posting dates, volumes 

(vol.), or issue numbers (no.). 

 Publisher information, including the publisher name and publishing date. 

 Take note of any page numbers (p. or pp.) or paragraph numbers (par. or pars.). 

 Date you accessed the material (Date Accessed). 

 URL (without the https://)  DOI or permalink. 

 Remember to cite containers after your regular citation. Examples of containers are collections 
of short stories or poems, a television series, or even a website. A container is anything that is 
a part of a larger body of works. 

Use the following format: 

Author. Title. Title of container (self contained if book), Other contributors (translators or editors), 
Version (edition), Number (vol. and/or no.), Publisher, Publication Date, Location (pages, paragraphs 
and/or URL, DOI or permalink). 2nd container’s title, Other contributors, Version, Number, Publisher, 
Publication date, Location, Date of Access (if applicable). 

Citing an Entire Web Site 

It is a good idea to list your date of access because web postings are often updated, and information 
available on one date may no longer be available later. When using the URL, be sure to include the 
complete address for the site except for the https://. 

Editor, author, or compiler name (if available). Name of Site. Version number, Name of 
institution/organization affiliated with the site (sponsor or publisher), date of resource creation (if 
available), URL, DOI or permalink. Date of access (if applicable). 

The Purdue OWL Family of Sites. The Writing Lab and OWL at Purdue and Purdue U, 2008, 

owl.english.purdue.edu/owl. Accessed 23 Apr. 2008. 

Felluga, Dino. Guide to Literary and Critical Theory. Purdue U, 28 Nov. 

2003, www.cla.purdue.edu/english/theory/. Accessed 10 May 2006 



A Page on a Web Site 

For an individual page on a Web site, list the author or alias if known, followed by the information 
covered above for entire Web sites. If the publisher is the same as the website name, only list it once. 

"Athlete's Foot - Topic Overview." WebMD, 25 Sept. 2014, www.webmd.com/skin-problems-and-

treatments/tc/athletes-foot-topic-overview. 

Lundman, Susan. "How to Make Vegetarian Chili." eHow, www.ehow.com/how_10727_make-

vegetarian-chili.html. Accessed 6 July 2015. 

An Article from an Online Database (or Other Electronic 
Subscription Service) 

Cite articles from online databases (e.g. LexisNexis, ProQuest, JSTOR, ScienceDirect) and other 
subscription services as containers. Thus, provide the title of the database italicized before the DOI or 
URL. If a DOI is not provided, use the URL instead. Provide the date of access if you wish. 

Langhamer, Claire. “Love and Courtship in Mid-Twentieth-Century England.” Historical 

Journal, vol. 50, no. 1, 2007, pp. 173-96. ProQuest, 

doi:10.1017/S0018246X06005966. Accessed 27 May 2009. 

A YouTube Video 

Video and audio sources need to be documented using the same basic guidelines for citing print 
sources in MLA style. Include as much descriptive information as necessary to help readers 

understand the type and nature of the source you are citing. If the author’s name is the same as the 

uploader, only cite the author once. If the author is different from the uploaded, cite the author’s 
name before the title. 

 “8 Hot Dog Gadgets put to the Test.” YouTube, uploaded by Crazy Russian Hacker, 6 June 

2016, www.youtube.com/watch?v=WBlpjSEtELs. 

An Image 

If the work is cited on the web only, then provide the name of the artist, the title of the work, and 
then follow the citation format for a website. If the work is posted via a username, use that username 
for the author. 

Adams, Clifton R. “People relax beside a swimming pool at a country estate near Phoenix, 

Arizona, 1928.” Found, National Geographic Creative, 2 June 2016, 

natgeofound.tumblr.com/. 

 

Source: The Purdue OWL. Purdue U Writing Lab, 2016. 


