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Basic Book Format 

The author’s name or a book with a single author's name appears in last name, first name format. The 
basic form for a book citation is: 

Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Publisher, Publication Date. 

Book with One Author 

Gleick, James. Chaos: Making a New Science. Penguin, 1987. 

A Work in an Anthology, Reference, or Collection 

Works may include an essay in an edited collection or anthology, or a chapter of a book. The basic 
form is for this sort of citation is as follows: 

Last name, First name. "Title of Essay." Title of Collection, edited by Editor's Name(s), 

Publisher, Year, Page range of entry. 

example: 

Harris, Muriel. "Talk to Me: Engaging Reluctant Writers." A Tutor's Guide: Helping Writers 

One to One, edited by Ben Rafoth, Heinemann, 2000, pp. 24-34. 

Cite the author of the publication if the author is identified. Otherwise, start with the name of the 
national government, followed by the agency (including any subdivisions or agencies) that serves as 
the organizational author. For congressional documents, be sure to include the number of the 
Congress and the session when the hearing was held or resolution passed as well as the report 

number. US government documents are typically published by the Government Printing Office. 

United States, Congress, Senate, Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. Hearing on the 

Geopolitics of Oil. Government Printing Office, 2007. 110th Congress, 1st session, 

Senate Report 111-8. 

  



United States, Government Accountability Office. Climate Change: EPA and DOE Should Do 

More to Encourage Progress Under Two Voluntary Programs. Government Printing Office, 

2006. 

Periodicals include magazines, newspapers, and scholarly journals. Works cited entries for periodical 
sources include three main elements—the author of the article, the title of the article, and information 
about the magazine, newspaper, or journal. MLA uses the generic term “container” to refer to any 
print or digital venue (a website or print journal, for example) in which an essay or article may be 
included. 

Use the following format for all citations: 

Author. Title. Title of container (self contained if book), Other contributors 

(translators or editors), Version (edition), Number (vol. and/or no.), Publisher, 

Publisher Date, Location (pp.). 2nd container’s title, Other contributors, Version, 

Number, Publisher, Pub date, Location. 

Article in a Magazine 

Cite by listing the article's author, putting the title of the article in quotations marks, and italicizing the 
periodical title. Follow with the date of publication. Remember to abbreviate the month. The basic 
format is as follows: 

Author(s). "Title of Article." Title of Periodical, Day Month Year, pages. 

Poniewozik, James. "TV Makes a Too-Close Call." Time, 20 Nov. 2000, pp. 70-71. 

Buchman, Dana. "A Special Education." Good Housekeeping, Mar. 2006, pp. 143-48. 

Article in a Newspaper 

Cite a newspaper article as you would a magazine article, but note the different pagination in a 
newspaper. If there is more than one edition available for that date (as in an early and late edition of 
a newspaper), identify the edition after the article title. 

Brubaker, Bill. "New Health Center Targets County's Uninsured Patients." Washington 

Post, 24 May 2007, p. LZ01. 

 

Source: The Purdue OWL. Purdue U Writing Lab, 2016. 

 


