
PARENT INFORMATION SESSION: 
GRADES 3-5: 
NYS TESTS-ELA AND MATHEMATICS

Church Street School 
March 29, 2023 



Agenda      

Ø Dates of Assessments 
Ø Participation in NYS Tests 
Ø Computer-based Testing 
Ø ELA Format and Samples 

Ø Preparation for test

Ø Math Format and Samples 
Ø Preparation for test

Ø Ways to Support Students at Home 
Ø Score Reports 
Ø Questions and Answers 



English Language Arts (ELA)  Grades 3-5

Day 1 Day 2

Monday, April 24, 2023 Tuesday, April 25, 2023 

Mathematics Grades 3-5

Day 1 Day 2

Tuesday, May 2, 2023 Wednesday, May 3, 2023 



Computer-based Testing ELA/Math 

¨ IPADs will be used for testing

¨ Students are being taught the mechanics 
for test taking on the IPAD (i.e. use of 
tools and strategies). 

¨ Students will type in responses for ELA or 
click on correct responses. 

¨ Students will use their stylus to show their 
work on the math and type in their 
answers. 

¨ Students will have access to scratch 
paper for math and ELA short and 
extended responses. 

¨ Students with IEPs and 504s will continue 
to receive their accommodations and 
modifications. 



Why are students assessed? 

¨ Measures students’ progress toward reaching the grade level standards 

¨ Another snapshot to inform the impact of instruction on students to 
determine additional supports

¨ Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires that all states assess students in 
ELA and Mathematics. 
¤ Federal requirement includes a 95% participation of all students 

¤ Schools not meeting the 95% requirements may be required to develop a plan



Things to know about the ELA…

¨ Test is Untimed 
¨ 2 Test Days 
¨ Length of Texts: 

¨ Newcomers are exempt from the ELA for their 
first year

¨ Students with IEPs and 504s receive their 
testing accommodations and modifications



ELA Format

Grade Day 1
Reading/Writing 

Approximate 
Time to 

Complete 
Session 1

Day 2
Reading/Writing

*Approximate
Time  to 

Complete 
Session 2

3rd

4 Passages
-23 Multiple-Choice Questions
-2 Short Responses

60-70 minutes 
2 Passages
-6 Multiple Choice Questions 
-3 Short Responses

70-80 minutes

4th

4 Passages
-23 Multiple-Choice Questions
-2 Short Responses

60-70 minutes

3 Passages
-6 Multiple Choice Questions 
-3 Short Responses
-1 Extended Response

70-80 minutes

5th
4 Passages
-26 Multiple-Choice Questions
-2 Short Responses

80-90 minutes 

3 Passages
-7 Multiple Choice Questions 
-3 Short Responses
-1 Extended Response

70-80 minutes

*The test is untimed-this is an approximate time that test should take a student to complete.



Components of the ELA Test 

Multiple Choice
¨ Designed to assess reading and language standards
¨ To answer questions students will have to read and 

comprehend the whole passage 



Short Responses

¨ Assesses a student’s ability to analyze and comprehend text. 
¨ Students make an inference based on their analysis and 

provide two pieces of text evidence to support the answer.
¨ Students write in complete sentences and are required to 

write 3-4 sentences. 



Extended Responses 

• 4th and 5th Grade Only-read and analyze paired texts
• Measures a student’s ability to write from sources. Students demonstrate their 

ability to write an essay using text evidence to support their ideas



Things to know about the Math…

¨ Test is Untimed 
¨ 2 Test Days 
¨ Students will have digital tools: 

¤3rd Grade-Ruler
¤4th-5th Grade-Ruler and Protractor 

¨ Newcomers will have translated edition 
¨ Students with IEPs and 504s receive their 

testing accommodations and modifications



Grade 3-5 Mathematics 

Grade Day 1 Day 2

3rd

25 Multiple-Choice Questions
-5 Multiple-Choice
-3 Open Answer Only Responses
-4 Short Responses (Show Work) 
-1 Extended Response

*Approximate Time: 55-65 minutes *Approximate Time: 60-70 minutes

4th
30 Multiple-Choice Questions

-5 Multiple-Choice
-3 Open Answer Only Responses
-5 Short Responses (Show Work) 
-1 Extended Response

*Approximate Time: 65-75 minutes *Approximate Time: 65-75 minutes

5th
30 Multiple-Choice Questions

-8 Multiple-Choice
-3 Open Answer Only Responses
-5 Short Responses (Show Work) 
-1 Extended Response

*Approximate Time: 80-90 minutes *Approximate Time: 70-80 minutes

*The test is untimed-this is an approximate time that test should take a student to complete.



Components of the Math Test:

Multiple-Choice 
• Real world application
• Require students to complete multi-steps
• Multiple standards may be assessed within one question



Short-Responses 

• Requires students to complete the task and show 
their work
• Constructed Response 1 credit-students 

complete the task only provide their final 
answer. Only the final answer is scored. 

• Constructed Response 2 credits-students 
complete the task and show their work; multi-
step problem, application of mathematical skills 
and real world application 

• May require multi-steps 



Short-Responses 



Extended Response 

¨ Multi-step problem

¨ Students show their understanding of mathematical 
procedures, conceptual understanding and application.

¨ Assesses student reasoning and ability to critique 
arguments of others. 



Year-Long Preparation 

¨ Students have been preparing all year long as the 
curriculum is aligned to the Common Core 
Standards. 

¨ Types of questions are integrated in the curriculum
¤ Multiple-Choice, Short Responses, Extended Responses

¨ Students get direct instruction on test-prep 
strategies as the test approaches. 



How can you support students at home? 

¨ ELA
¤ Make sure students are reading and responding to their 

reading. 
¤ Have students orally share their thinking with you and 

have them point out the evidence they are using to 
support their thinking



¨ Math
¤ Make sure students are completing practice problems 

assigned.
¤ Have students explain orally how the problem was 

solved. Have them do the same when practicing word 
problems. 



How to support students on test day? 

¨ Students should get a good night’s sleep 
¨ Students should eat a nutritious breakfast 
¨ Make sure students get to school on time to help 

reduce the feeling of anxiousness
¨ Encourage your child and remind them to try their 

very best! 



How will I know how my child performed? 

¨ Parents will receive a score report at the beginning 
of the school year via mail. If you have questions 
about the results, please reach out to us. 



Q&A

Additional Resources: 
http://www.nysed.gov/state-assessment/parent-resources

http://www.nysed.gov/state-assessment/parent-resources

