
EMES Mission Statement  
“The purpose of our school is to teach all children to become competent, caring 
citizens and life-long learners through a challenging and relevant curriculum.”  

September 21, 2022 
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Dear EMES Families - 

It was wonderful to see so many parents at our Information Night last Wednesday 
evening.  This was the first time we have formally welcomed families inside our building and 
classrooms on a large-scale in a long time and it was clear to me that it was a welcome 
change for all of us!  I was able to connect with many of you, and had the privilege of meet-
ing several of you face-to-face for the first time.  As a faculty, we took some time to debrief 
this evening together, and I am hoping to gather feedback from those of you who attended 
as well—please take a moment to fill out this very brief survey.  Parent Information Night 
differs from a traditional Student Led Open House in several ways and we recognize the 
value and importance of both.  We are looking forward to further opportunities to have 
you join your children this year, with the next big event being our All School Hike on Oc-
tober 6th.  Many of you have already filled out the necessary paperwork to volunteer for 
this event and you will hear from us soon about which hike your child will be on. 

I had an opportunity to participate in our PTNO meeting last night. Several new 
parents and staff attended this and we covered a lot of ground in a short period of time!  I 
am excited to share that the PTNO will be sponsoring our annual Monster Mash on Octo-
ber 28th, and will also be participating in our Harvest Feast in early December with us.  
Our Feast will be on Wednesday, December 7th this year and each student will be able to 
invite one guest to come eat a special lunch with them (more specific details about menu 
and time will come later).  For now, please mark your calendars for both the Monster Mash 
and the Harvest Feast.   

I am excited to announce the addition of two new para-educators who recently 
joined our learning community.  Jake Fair, recent graduate of U-32 and aspiring educator, 
has joined us as a special education para and is working with students across the grades.  
Sarynna Morse, an East Montpelier resident and long-time early childhood educator, has 
joined our Pre-K team in the mornings.  Welcome, Jake and Sarynna!  With the addition of 
our new staff, and a few updates that have happened since mid-August, I have updated our 
Student/Family Handbook.  You can find it on the EMES website.  As always, if you 
would like a printed version of this handbook, please let our front office know and we will 
send one home to you. 

Something I have referred to in newsletters over the past few years are what we at 
EMES call “Silver linings to Covid.”  While Covid may have forced us to make some 
changes in our practice initially, we have learned that many of these changes have actually 
brought about positive outcomes for our students and our school. Covid forced us to rein-
vent school in a rather dramatic way, and it also forced us to look at all of our practices and 
make intentional decisions about what is best for children, rather than just operating on the 
basis of "this is how we have always done things." Some examples of the changes that we 
have made a conscious decision as a school to keep since Covid include: 

(continued on p.2) 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSclKa62AzEpCklvG_4aX77mkb_YN_fSIZdAjShRZtYCzMsWOA/viewform


Upcoming Dates to Note: 

 Wed, Sept 21: WCUUSD Board Meeting at U-32 6pm 

 Wed, Oct 5: WCUUSD Community Forum at U-32 6pm 

 Thur, Oct 6: All School Hike (rain date Oct 14) 

 Fri, Oct 7: In-service Day—no school 

 Mon, Oct 10: Indigenous Peoples’ Day—no school 

 Thur, Oct 13: Lifetouch Picture Day  
 Tues, Oct 18: PTNO Meeting at EMES 7pm 
 Wed, Oct 19: WCUUSD Board Meeting at U-32 6pm 
 Fri, Oct 28: Monster Mash 6-8p 
 Wed, Nov 2: WCUUSD Community Forum at U-32 6pm 
 Fri, Nov 11: Parent/Teacher Conferences—no school 
 Wed, Nov 16: WCUUSD Board Meeting at U-32 6pm 
 Tue, Nov 22: PTNO Meeting at EMES 7pm 
 Wed, Nov 23—Fri, Nov 25: Thanksgiving break—no school 
 Fri, Dec 2: EMES Music concert for Grades K-4 2:30pm 
 Tue, Dec 6: WCUUSD Chorus/Band Concert at U-32 
 Wed, Dec 7: EMES Harvest Feast (more details to come!) 

Volunteering at EMES 

There are many opportunities for you to volunteer at EMES in the classroom, on field trips and spe-
cial events. If you are thinking of volunteering, please look for the volunteer forms that will come 
home from your child's classroom teacher. They can also be found here - information, Level 1, Level 
2. Fill out the forms and return them as soon as possible. If you have any questions please contact
Jodi Parker 223 7936 or jparker@u32.org 

*Outdoor classroom spaces for students to participate in more learning outside 
*Eating lunch outside when the weather is good rather than in the cafeteria 
*Assigning bathrooms by classrooms
*Changing the way we do dismissal so that parents pick students up in the loop
*Changing the way we do dismissal so that teachers and students all gather on the front lawn
*Providing students breakfast to eat in their classrooms rather than eating in the cafeteria 
*Providing FREE breakfast and lunch to all EMES students
*Encouraging cooperative games at recess such as corn hole, bottle bash, and bocce 
*Not having students play "complex competitive" team sports during recess
*Continuing with our hand-washing practices before and after eating

There are also many Covid-practices that we have celebrated moving away from like, podding, not allowing 
outside visitors, and not participating in off-campus field trips.  Overall, Covid has taught us so much about how we 
“do school” and it is wonderful to celebrate the many silver linings that have prompted impactful positive change in our 
school. 

Over the course of this year, our staff will engage in some learning together about the upcoming changes in 
legislation around Act 173 (more info here), and more broadly, our multi-layered system of supports at EMES.  We will 
be examining our practices in regard to our teaching and student learning, and will work together to ensure that all 
EMES students are engaged in rigorous grade-level learning.  As one expert recently shared with us, “Our systems must 
support educators so educators can support all kids.”  My hope is that our EMES system will continue to support all 
EMES students throughout their time with us.  As we learn together, I will share updates with you along the way. 

Enjoy the rest of your Wednesday! 
Alicia 

https://www.wcsu32.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=3176&dataid=5221&FileName=Volunteer%20Procedures%20and%20Policy.pdf
https://www.wcsu32.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=3176&dataid=5219&FileName=Volunteer%20Level%201%20forms.pdf
https://www.wcsu32.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=3176&dataid=5220&FileName=Volunteer%20Level%202%20forms%2012-14-21.pdf
https://www.wcsu32.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=3176&dataid=5220&FileName=Volunteer%20Level%202%20forms%2012-14-21.pdf
mailto:jparker@u32.org
https://education.vermont.gov/vermont-schools/education-laws/act-173


Get your costumes ready
because the

MONSTER MASH
Is FRIDAY October 28!!!

6-8pm
Games from 6-7, Dance from 7-8

$10/family suggested donation
All Proceeds go to support the EMES PTNO

*** All students must be supervised by an adult and please

no scary costumes/masks or weapon accessories.

-------------------------------------------------
We are looking for volunteers for the evening.  If you would like to help out
please let me know. Return form to Office

____________ I can provide something for the snack table.

____________I can volunteer at a game. You will have students to help you.

_____________ I can help at the snack station.

Name: _________________   Email: _______________________



LEARN
TO PLAY
HOCKEY

9.25 | 10.23 | 2.4

FREE! 1 HR CLINICS - AGES 4-9
The Vermont State Amateur Hockey Association (VSAHA) provides all
of the hockey equipment for you to use during the clinic, for free!

Registration closes SOON! 
Enroll today at:

BlackBearHockey.org/LearnToPlay

LITTLE BRUINS: $180
Includes a full set of brand new hockey equipment (a $550 retail value!), 
and 4 one-hour instructional sessions hosted at Norwich University!

10.9 | 10.16 | 10.23 | 10.30

LATE OCTOBER - JANUARY

INTRO TO HOCKEY: $175
Includes two practices every week. Learn to play hockey in a fun and
supportive environment with no pressure or long-term commitment!

https://www.blackbearhockey.org/learntoplay
https://www.blackbearhockey.org/learntoplay







