
7 Green
Open Team 
Meeting
October 28, 2024



Agenda

● Welcome - Mrs. Gallant
● Math - Mrs. Bingman
● Science - Mrs. Clark
● Social Studies - Mrs. Improglou
● Language Arts - Mrs. Elterich
● Upcoming Dates



Building rafts…

Launching rafts…

Our voyage…

Green Team     
Team Building!



Canoeing 



Mrs. Bingman  

Room 211

203-341-2473

7 & 7/8  



Math 7 & 7/8

Finished unit 1, module 1: 

Proportional Relationships

Finishing unit 1, module 2: 

Percent Application 

Math 7: Forward thinking 

Math 7/8: backwards thinking/algebraic thinking 

Next Unit: Data and Statistics 



Finishing unit 1, module 2: 

Percent Application 

● Percent of Change
● Markups and discounts

○ 7/8: solved for original before a markup or a markdown
○ 7/8: wrote algebraic equations to represent retail price, given 

wholesale price
● Tax and Tip

○ 7/8: solved for original price before markup 
● 7/8 Commission 

○ worked backwards to find amount of sales needed to make a 
certain amount of commission 

● 7/8 Simple Interest 
○ worked backwards to algebraically solve for rate, time, or 

principal 



Percent of Change Around The World Math 7



Around the Mall: Math 7/8

Forward thinking Backward thinking



7/8 Mini Simple Interest Project 



Vertical Non-Permanent Surfaces & Visibly Random Grouping
Communication, Risk-taking, Revision, Movement



Coming up : Statistics Unit
Math 7 & Math 7/8 will be working on:

● Statistical analysis
● Determining best representation of center (mean, median, 

mode)
● Measures of spread (range/interquartile range) vs center
● 7/8 will focus on comparing data sets, and working 

backwards to find missing data values
● Both levels will have a mini project to end the unit 



Quick 

Reminders To study for math, you must DO math. 
Looking over notes is not enough. 

● Each night your student can be practicing, whether 
written homework is assigned or not. 

● Take examples done in class, cover up work, answer 
on separate sheet, check original notes for correctness 
(did you get the same answer?) and completeness 
(how clear was your work?) 

● All notes can be found on google classroom in our 
notes folder (linked in classwork section)

● Attend extra help- Monday, Wednesday - Friday after 
8:00 am

Please ask your student if they need their supplies of pencils refilled. We have a lot of students needing 
to borrow, and not returning. 



Mrs. Clark   
Room 214

kclark@westportps.org

(203) 341-2477

mailto:kclark@westportps.org


Units of Study in 7th Grade science

● Me and My Systems
● My Systems and Environmental 

Input
● Interaction Between Living Things
● Planetary Systems and Their 

Interactions



Waves and Light Waves
We are currently learning about 
waves:

● Mechanical waves  versus 
Electromagnetic Waves

● Transverse Waves versus 
longitudinal Waves



We had our first quiz on 
waves - it went well!  

Now, we are onto Light 
Waves…..very abstract!

Reflection, Refraction, 
Transmission, and a One Way 
Mirror……?



Light Box Model
We  are using a light box model to figure out 
how  light works.

The box has a one way mirror inside of it so 
the light will: reflect, transmit or both 
depending on the lighting situation.

*NGSS activities stretch their abstract 
thinking abilities (sounds painful).







NGSS standards and 
activities will follow 
us through all of the 
units in 7th Grade 
Science.



Other topics this year:

● Astronomy
● Cells to Human Body
● Ecology



Astronomy
● We focus on our Solar System.
● We learn about our star, stars in 

general, the planets, orbits, gravity, 
and inertia.

(Again, very abstract)



Hierarchy of an Organism

● Cells combine to make tissues
● Tissues combine to make organs
● Organs combine to make organ 

systems
● Organ systems combine to make 

an organism



Body Systems follow cells...

● Digestive 
● Pulmonary
● Cardiovascular
● Skeletal
● Muscular 



Ecosystems and the 
Interaction of Organisms

● Food chains
● Food webs
● Interdependence of species on each 

for survival
● Abiotic and biotic factors



The most important things to learn 
in  middle school:    (aka-survival skills)

-how to organization of my stuff

-  when  and  where to do my homework

- how to study for tests and quizzes

- how to ask for help when needed

-how to work with others



Social Studies
Alyssa Improglou
Ext. 2475



Social Studies: Curriculum - 
Unit 1: Introduction to Government and Economics

■ Government systems: comparative advantages of each

■ Electoral College Socratic Seminar 
● Inquiry, Writing, and Civil Discourse: 

○ Analyzing & evaluating the system for selecting 
the U.S. President

■ Economic systems

● Case Studies & Project-based assessments
○ What is the best govt and econ system to meet 

the needs of the people? 



Governments of the 
World Presentations

EC Socratic 
Seminar 

Unit 1 Project-Based Assessments

US Gov’t. 
Flip Page



Throughout each unit - 
Social Studies Journals:
Think, Reflect, & Draw Conclusions



What Are We Currently Working On? 
Economies of the World Zine 

● Analyzing how different 
economic systems function

● Assessing how well the system 
meets the needs of the people 

Examples from last year



What’s Up Next?
Unit 2: Migration & The Americas 

Essential Questions: 
● What is the impact and 

legacy of migration patterns?
● How and why have population 

changes and patterns 
occurred throughout history?

● Inquiry: Student-generated 
questions 

● Unit 2 Topics
○ Types of Migration
○ Voluntary Migration 
○ Involuntary 

Migration
○ Assimilation and 

Identity  



Social Studies

Reading and Note-taking Skills:

-Comprehension of complex informational text

-Identifying salient facts

-Taking notes and annotating

-Determining the central idea



Social Studies

Writing Skills:

-Formulating arguments → CEEC Format 

-Making strong claims

-Supporting claims with evidence

-Explaining how the evidence specifically supports 
the claim



★ Daily Assignments: 
Red Folder

★ Assignment with 
Due Dates: 
Calendar 

Schoology



★ Daily Assignments, Digital Assignments 
Google Classroom



Emily Elterich

Language Arts
eelterich@westportps.org
(203) 341-1584

Extra help daily (except for Mondays) 
8:00-8:30am in rm 213



Author Study Book Clubs 
(late Sept - early Nov)

● Sample short texts by a number of different YA authors while 
exploring perspective

● Form books clubs in which each member reads at least two books by 
the same author



Author’s Craft 
(Writing techniques used in 
a purposeful way)
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● Reading Strategies and Annotating with Post-Its
● Small Group Conversations and Conferences
● Post-It Checks
● Analytical Writing



Craft Reading Strategies
Strategy #1 Readers notice and name craft moves.

Strategy #2 Readers look for patterns and repetition.

Strategy #3 Readers pay attention to purposeful word choice.

Strategy #4 Readers find meaningful images and objects.

Strategy #5 Readers notice metaphors and similes.

Strategy #6 Readers analyze an authorʼs technique to infer the purpose or goal.



Word Choice
Definition: 

Word choice is the use of rich, colorful, and precise language that is 
meant to communicate clearly and cause the reader to feel specific 
emotions. 

Word choice is intentional.

• Strong word choice includes vivid description, imagery, sensory 
details (show-vs-tell).  

• In dialogue, word choice relates to voice, or the WAY the character 
speaks and what they mean. 



Let’s Practice

In a moment,  each group is going to receive a different 
scenario. Your job is to brainstorm precise words and 
vivid images that can capture your scenario. 

Letʼs try an example together: Pretend that I just 
announced a pop grammar quiz. What would the 
classroom suddenly look like, feel like, sound like? 
What would you be saying and thinking? 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/18F8sJ1GAnHgyST5YjwcNkoFIKgSLm5wFGeAyeh11kTA/edit?usp=sharing




Today/tonight

Read your author study book. 

Aim for 2-3 post-its as you read.

Use Strategy #1, Strategy #2, &/or 
Strategy #3.

Label each post-it with a page 
number and a #1, #2, or #3 to 
record which reading strategy 
youʼre using.

#3

Page 14
● The house is described 

as being “dark and old, 
with a broken shutter 
banging against the 
front. Each bang is so 
loud that I feel it in the 
pit of my stomach.” 

● This word choice makes 
me feel nervous, like the 
character shouldnʼt go in 
there.

Example post-it



The goal is growth!
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Grade 7 Language Arts

Author Study Book 
Clubs

Realistic Fiction 
Writers’ Workshop

Late Sept - Early Nov November - December



Realistic Fiction Writers’ Workshop

Developing Meaningful 
Stories and Characters

Drafting and Revising with 
an Eye Toward Meaning

Revisions and Edits 
with Audience in Mind

● Idea generation
● Character development
● Story arcs

● Planning and writing scenes
● Adding details
● Writing leads, dialogue, and endings

● Reading like an editor
● Weaving in symbolism and imagery
● Purposeful choices of syntax
● Editing on the sentence and word 

level



Historical Fiction 
Book Clubs with a 

focus on 
characterization

Grade 7 Language Arts

Realistic Fiction 
Writers’ Workshop

November - December January - February



BMS Community Outreach
● Holiday Bear initiative

○ 7 Green is sponsoring three children:

■ Anmerly (age 13, 8th grade, loves basketball)

■ Anthony (age 11, 6th grade, enjoys drawing and 
dogs)

■ Bella (age 13, 8th grade, wants to learn how to 
cook, loves soccer)

○ More details and a SignUp Genius to be shared soon!



Next 7 Green Open 
Team Meeting

Weds 1/22/25 
1:10-1:45
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Other Important Dates

● Fri 11/1: End of 1st Quarter

● Tues 11/5: Election Day (no school for students)

● Thanksgiving Break: 11/28 -12/1 
(early dismissal on Weds 11/27) 

● Holiday Break: 12/21 - 1/1
     (early dismissal on Fri 12/20) 


