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By Jenny Aguilar
On Friday March 6, 2020, 

students and staff of Fenton High 
School welcomed Illinois Governor 
J.B. Pritzker, who was conducting a 
press conference regarding his recent 
budget proposal. Throughout the 
day, students were chatting about the 
prestigious visitor since the majority 
of them wouldn’t have the chance to 
even see the governor, much less be at 
the press conference.
	 Two weeks prior, Governor 
Pritzker made his 2020 budget address 
where he announced a $2.5 million 
budget proposal to help students 
with the cost of AP tests. 

In the same address, Pritzker 
praises Fenton High School for 
its achievements in AP classes, 
specifically making the classes more 
available to all students.

He said, “We should follow 
Fenton’s lead and make it easier for 
more students to earn college credit 
in high school.”
	 To begin the press conference, 
Senior Crystal Martinez shared her 
own experience with AP classes and 
what it’s like to be a first-generation 
American. 

Martinez elaborates on the 
importance of AP classes, saying, “For 
me, AP classes [are] a way for me to 
be able to challenge myself, surround 

myself with people who can help me 
grow mentally and education-wise, 
and also letting me have a way to see 
how a college course could be.” 

After Martinez’s eloquent 
speech, Governor Pritzker began 
celebrating Fenton’s success with its 
AP classes, such as mentioning its 
title as AP district of the year from 
2019. Pritzker then went on to the real 
point of his appearance at Fenton: to 
talk about the proposed $2.5 million 
budget, which, in part, would further 
assist students taking AP tests. 

Other speakers during the 
conference include, Illinois Senate 
President Don Harmon, State 
Representative Kathy Willis, and 

Superintendent James Ongtengco. 
While no new information 

about the proposed budget was 
revealed, many people do seem 
grateful about the added financial 
aid. Martinez believes that it will be 
beneficial to many students.

She said, “I’m lucky enough 
to be able to have my fees waived so 
I don’t have to pay the full amount 
but some people do and it’s a lot of 
money.” 

Another student who shares 
this same sentiment is Senior Dalia 
Alcantara.

She states, “I do believe 
that the extra money would benefit 
students. I know some kids take more 

than just one AP class and would 
like to take the tests. Those tests are 
expensive so [the proposed budget] 
definitely would help students pay 
those tests off. And making it possible 
for students who can’t afford the 
tests.” 

Alcantara and the rest of her 
AP Computer Science Principles class 
were lucky enough to be invited to 
attend the press conference. 

Alcantara and Martinez also 
agree it’s the honor to be present at 
the event but wish that there had been 
more student involvement. Martinez 
wished more students could have 
met the governor and attended the 
press conference. Pritzker was in the 
building for less than an hour. 

Alcantara comments on the 
conference, saying, “I enjoyed hearing 
him speak, the only thing I didn’t like 
was why didn’t the students get to 
ask some questions? Like, I know my 
classmates and I would’ve liked to 
ask him some questions.” 

There is no doubt that the 
proposed  $2.5 million budget will 
have a greatly positive effect on 
students all over the state, Fenton 
being the example of what could 
happen at other high schools, but 
listening to the voices of the students 
being affected by these propositions 
could cause an even greater change.

Governor Pritzker visits Fenton for Press Conference

Photo by Emily Trzmielewski

By Malien Tingpalpong
STUNT or Fenton’s Students United hosted the Annual So You Think 

You’re All That? Talent Show. Students and teachers alike sang, danced, played 
instruments, and performed their hearts out to a wide-ranging audience of the 
community. The acts were judged by a panel of students and judges. In the end, 
sophomore Joan Hitt won the talent show with her singing performance. Seniors 
Alejandra Garcia and Isayah Willis received second place for their duet, and 
junior Carolyn Stadnyk earned third place with her lyrical dance routine. 
	 Senior Alejandra Garcia gained newly found confidence with her 
performance skills after performing for the community. She states, “I’ve always 
been scared to sing in front of people and share my voice to others, but as I 
started singing more I realized maybe it’s time to put myself out there now.”
	 Garcia explains despite the malfunctions that occurred that night with 
technological issues, she is still proud of the duet they sang together. Garcia 
elaborates, “Even though we got second, which I was super pleased with, I was 
still proud with our performance besides the malfunctions of the microphones, 
we still made it through our performance confident and strong.”
	 The show featured a wide variety of acts showcasing student cultures 
and interests from dancing to rapping. Sophomore Hema Patel makes note of 
her favorite act featuring Mexican folk dancers saying, “It was something that I 

haven’t seen at Fenton’s talent show ever. It was interesting to learn more about 
the dance and their culture.”

Senior and STUNT President Karen Villegas began planning the large 
community event in early January. Villegas had the opportunity to host the 
talent show alongside Senior Megan Jobe, musing, “I loved hosting this year. It 
was good to get out of my own comfort zone, and I was relieved to have Megan 
hosting with me.” Villegas comments on the talent of Fenton students stating, 
“I loved the acts, everyone is so talented and I hope many of them return next 
year.” 

Students United Annual Talent Show Builds Community
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By Alexandria De Vito
Speech season has closed with 

a very successful cast of characters. 
Four members of the team qualified 
for state, Malien Tingpalpong, Kilien 
Tingpalpong, Jesus Amador, and 
Karissa Lara. Tingpalpong, a senior, 
came back to Fenton holding the title of 
State Champion in Original Oratory, 
which she says has been her goal 
since she began speech her freshman 
year. She says the opportunity to go 
to Peoria to compete for a third and 
final time is, “simply crazy.” 

Her coach, Coach Melissa 
Feinberg, says that her expectation 
for Malien this season was for her 
to never stop memorizing. Feinberg 
says that she and Malien have spent 
much time speaking together about 
the world around them; these talks 
are usually the basis of inspiration 
for Malien’s speeches as well as other 
speeches throughout the team. 

Feinberg says that her goal 
for the students is never for them to 
reach a certain level of competitive 
status, which sometimes can be 
damaging, considering that judging 
will always be subjective. But her 
goal will always be for the students 
to continue to improve past the 
point of a comfortable performance. 
Both coach Feinberg and Hendricks 
believe that the student’s main 
priority should never be qualifying 
for state. That is definitely something 

to work towards, but to only focus 
on that throughout the season is 
not the mindset the coaches want 
students to be in. Feinberg says that 
as long as a student never stops 
pushing towards becoming better, 
that’s an accomplishment all on its 
own, sometimes that results in a state 
qualification, sometimes it won’t. 

English teacher and speech 
coach Nicole Hendricks is immensely 
proud of the team this year. She says 
that Fenton is a school that other 
schools look up to in the world of 
speech. Fenton is a smaller school, 
but has talented enough students 
to compete with the big dogs. She 
also stresses that seeing things from 
the students’ perspectives is always 
an eye-opening experience for her, 
seeing things with fresh eyes will 
always be an inspiration that pushes 
her forward as a coach. 

She loves to see the students 
work, she says their enthusiasm 
feeds the room, especially because 
it’s material the students care about. 
Hendricks also recalls how her high 
school speech team affected her in 
high school. She understands how 
hard it may be on the students and 
admires their perseverance. 

Karissa Lara, another 
state qualifier, also says the state 
experience was amazing, as well as 
an amazing learning experience. She 

expresses how fortunate she feels to 
have performed in “an atmosphere of 
such talented individuals.” 

Lara also says that many, 
many hours went into prepping for 
state, practicing after school and even 
during class! One thing she struggled 

with was letting go of insecurities 
in order to give more natural 
performances, but, she says, both 
coaches helped her become a different 
person for her performances, while 
still keeping her head in the game, 
which obviously proved successful.
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Speech Team State Trip Deemed a Success

By Malien Tingpalpong
On Wednesday, March 11, AP English 4 seniors went on a field trip 

to the Hemingway House in Oak Park to enhance their study of author Ernest 
Hemingway. The classes were separated into two groups in an alternating 
schedule. Each class enjoyed touring the Victorian-style mansion of Ernest 
Hemingway’s childhood residence, taking in an in-depth biography of the 
Hemingway family’s life in Oak Park. Groups were taken through the house, 
visiting the rooms of Ernest and his siblings, his parents’ individual offices and 
studies, and the secret entrance to Ernest Hall’s, Ernest’s maternal grandfather, 
chambers.  

Senior Natalie Natiello comments on the details of the home saying, 
“My favorite part was definitely getting to see every little detail of the rooms like 
the unique wallpaper and the delicate cribs.”

The tour emphasized parts of the Hemingway family’s history not well 
known. Senior Karolina Zawitkowska explains her thoughts touring the house 
stating, “It was way cooler than what I was expecting. It’s crazy to imagine that 
this was a regular house where people lived. I loved learning about his family, 
especially his mother because of her artistic background even if she and her son 
butted heads.”

The class also visited the Oak Park Public Library, where a historian 
gathered original documents and archives from the Hemingway family. 
Pictures, a pair of shoes, scandalous letters, and pieces of art were on display 
for the class to take a deeper dive into the lives of the family. The most popular 
archive among the seniors was the breakup letter sent to 19-year-old Ernest from 
his nurse, Agnes von Kurowsky, during World War I. 

Natiello elaborates on the letter stating, “I think we can all say the best 
archive was the breakup letter. It was so interesting to see how her language 
to end the relationship could similarly compare to what someone would say 
nowadays.”

Senior Jacob Zielinski comments on the entirety trip, learning much 
more than he anticipated about the famous author when commenting, “I really 
enjoyed my time at the Hemingway house because it was a great experience 
being able to connect what we do in class to real life.”

AP English Takes Enlightening 
Field Trip to Hemingway House

Senior Edition: What will you 
miss most about Fenton?

“I will miss calculus 
because it was fun to 
overcome struggles with 
such intelligent amazing 
people.” (Karen Villegas )

“I’ll miss the atmosphere 
when walking into a class-
room at Fenton.” (Maciej 
Sporna)

“I’ll miss the band room, 
the weight room, the ARC. 
Places where I had the most 
fun.” (Julian Klimczyk)

“I’ll miss the most amaz-
ing teachers and friends, 
the school spirit, and the 
family feeling Fenton gave 
me.” (Abby Subach)
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By Lissette Hernandez
Whether you admit it or not, chances are you’ve probably missed being 

at school at least once throughout these past few weeks. Students and staff are 
all missing each other, our extra-curricular activities, and so forth, and we can 
all most definitely agree that a Zoom meeting isn’t the best way of learning. 
Still, during this time, we shouldn’t let these less than ideal circumstances 
jeopardize our education. 

This is a time where we should work towards self-improvement from 
maintaining our health to developing a new skill, all while continuing our 
school work. We have all the time in the world at the moment, so we must 
continue on our learning, or else we’ll be losing brain cells, forget all the skills 
we learned during the school year, and most importantly, we won’t be ready 
for next year. 

There are mixed opinions about remote learning across all aspects. 
Still, some of the advantages of doing remote learning are that it teaches us 
responsibility as it does personal growth, it allows us to appreciate in-school 
learning, and it gives students a chance to impact their grades positively. 

Remote learning teaches us personal growth and responsibility 
because we have the choice as to when, where, how we want to study, and 
if we want to continue learning. With our inability to be at school for over a 
month, it makes students and staff value in-school learning and realize that we 
work better together when we are in the same environment. And according to 
the remote learning plan, no student will receive a failing grade, which means 
our grades can only go up from where they are. 

The situations we are in are not ideal, but if we maintain an optimistic 
mindset, we can work towards self-improvement. Whether we want to 
continue learning is up to us, but remote learning seems to have positive 
aspects. 

By Malien Tingpalpong
The COVID-19 pandemic has 

brought about unforeseen changes 
to many areas of normal life. For 
high school students, classes have 
transitioned online by utilizing 
platforms like Zoom, Google 
Classroom, and many different 
forms of technology. Yet, there are 
many problems that have arisen 
through this change. Some teachers 
and professors have found ways to 
safeguard plagiarism or cheating 
through some Google applications, 
cheating apps, or attending an online 
call while testing. In terms of grades, 
some schools, like Fenton have opted 
to keep students’ grades stagnant, 
with the opportunity to only 
improve your scores. Some students 
find learning the material at home 
difficult due to at-home distractions, 
technological issues, or simply not 
learning the concepts appropriately.

But what about standardized 
testing? Millions of high school 
students across the country have 
committed and paid money in 
order to take multiple forms of 
standardized testing for many 
reasons: To earn credit and opt out 
of college courses, to impress college 
admissions, to apply for college, 
or to prove they have mastered 
the course material. Students have 

ordered testing booklets for multiple 
courses, spent hours with a tutor, 
and viewed hours upon hours of SAT 
prep videos. From books to tutoring, 
these items to succeed in the testing 
can add up. What’s troubling is how 
these expenses stem from the same 
source. The not-for-profit controlling 
all aspects of students’ learning is the 
College Board. The College Board 
administers forms of standardized 
testing from AP tests to SAT tests and 
subject tests, supposedly supporting 
and “expanding access to higher 
education” for all students.  This not-
for-profit has a revenue of 1.07 billion 
USD. 

The College Board has taken 
steps to continue on with Advanced 
Placement (AP) testing during the 
pandemic because, as stated on the 
College Board website, “We surveyed 
18,000 AP students to see if they still 
wanted the opportunity to test this 
year. Their answer: a resounding yes.” 

The newly-adapted AP 
Exams will be taken at home and 
feature a condensed version of the 
year’s material, allow open book 
notes, and span 45 minutes long with 
only free response questions. If there 
are students who choose not to take 
the exams, the College Board has 
given students the opportunity for a 
refund.

For teachers, there have been 
some challenges connecting with 
students through remote, virtual 
learning. Often, the time spent in 
class is crucial to prepping for the 
exam. And for these abbreviated tests, 
some students are asked to complete 
the most difficult parts of the normal 
exam. 

AP French teacher Mrs. Kyra 
Behnke explains, “Students usually 
spend at least 30 minutes a day 
speaking French to classmates, and 
even with Zoom, that face-to-face 
interpersonal speaking has been cut 
drastically.”

When asked about the 
preparation of students in the material 
for the exams, Behnke continues, 
“These tasks will be just like we have 
practiced all year, so despite the fact 
that these are typically the tasks that 
students find the most challenging, 
they should still feel prepared for the 
exam.”

Senior Adam Kashif has 
positive thoughts about online exams 
for the AP tests and is glad the College 
Board is still offering testing. 

He states, “I think it’s really 
cool that they’re doing the online 
exams for people, setting aside their 
company as a whole, it’s cool to see 
how the opportunity is still there.”

Kashif continues to discuss 
the open-book nature of the AP exams 
saying, ”I think open book exams are 
pretty nice, in this world you can 
really google anything and it isn’t as 
important to have things memorized, 
it’s understanding and applying the 
concepts that matters, which is solely 
evaluated with open book.”

Some people believe the 
College Board is taking the wrong 
approach with education in general, 
regardless of their decision to continue 
offering online, open-book exams. 

Senior Jimmy Palumbo 
mentions, “Unprecedented times 
call for unprecedented solutions. 
Unfortunately, I think the College 
Board is taking the wrong approach.”

Palumbo continues to explain 
how the College Board’s purpose does 
not genuinely reflect what education 
should focus on: learning. 

He states, “Modern academia 
has been tainted by an obsession 
with grades, scores, and certification. 
AP classes should be about enriched 
learning. They’re not. They’re about 
passing a test. I feel like I spend more 
time in AP classes learning how to 
take tests than learning material. 
In that sense, the College Board’s 
decision isn’t surprising but a sad 
reflection of what formal education 
has become.”

Mixed Reviews Over College Board At-Home AP 

Remote Learning Gives Students 
Chance to Improve Grade, No 
Reprecussions

The staff of the Signal

wishes 
Congratulations

to the 
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By Jenny Aguilar
The world has truly 

been turned upside down by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Store shelves 
have been wiped clean of hand 
sanitizers, rubbing alcohol, and even 
toilet paper. States continue to extend 
their stay-at-home orders, most even 
ending the rest of the school year. 
Changes are also being caused to the 
political sphere, with many states 
either postponing or downright 
cancelling their primaries. 
	 The battle for democratic 
nominee began with over 20 
candidates, but one by one they 
began to drop out of the race. By mid-
March only two candidates still stood, 
Former Vice President Joe Biden and 
Vermont Senator Bernie Sanders. 
While Biden had a considerable 
lead, Bernie still held strong, until 
April 8 when he officially ended his 
campaign. 
	 By now, most can agree 
that Joe Biden will be the official 
Democratic nominee, but many 
are questioning how the 2020 
presidential election will play out 
with a pandemic currently going 
on. However, this isn’t the first time 
a pandemic has coincided with an 
election. During the 1918 Spanish 
Flu pandemic, politicians were in the 
midst of preparing for the midterms. 
Many states were already instituting 
quarantine orders and banning large 
gatherings, pausing campaigns, but in 
early November most of those orders 
were lifting. Candidates had five days 

By Malien Tingpalpong
The Class of 2020 has seen it all these past few weeks. In the span of a 

few days, seniors’ final months of high school have vanished. No prom. No class 
traditions. No final sports season. No graduation ceremony to finalize their four-
year sentence. Many seniors feel these final experiences are an awful loss as their 
hopes to finish high school with these milestones are gone. Many seniors have 
made decisions about college or life after high school, taking a shot in the dark 
about what the future of society looks like after the pandemic. All in all, the final 
experiences every senior class in the country has lived through have completely 
changed for the Class of 2020.

Fenton announced to seniors that their May 17th graduation ceremony 
will be held online through Youtube Live streaming. Speeches will be pre-
recorded for parents, students, and teachers to view. Senior Awards, such 
as department awards will be presented to certain seniors. Names will be 
announced as they would have at the traditional ceremony.

Principal Jovan Lazarevic comments on the unprecedented end to the 
year and their whole high school experience saying, “We are trying to stay safe, 
but we are thinking about the seniors every day. The joys about their experiences 
about their future like college and their careers, we don’t get to see that. All of 
these things like graduation, as miniscule as they seem, they seem huge now 
that we don’t get them.”

Lazarevic continues to explain that the ending for the seniors is a loss to 
them as well, stating, “A lot of teachers are sad. The ability to say good-bye, we 
don’t even get that.”

Senior Ann Sofineti comments on the events Fenton has put in place 
saying, “I think they’re doing their best considering the current situation.” 

However, Sofineti urges the school to do more when elaborating, “I also 
feel as if they should honor the seniors in another way right now. There have 
been videos that show different schools having little parades or seniors going 
back and seeing their teachers in the parking lots as they drive around, different 
things like that.”

Senior Roman Gomez has similar feelings about how Fenton is going 
about senior traditions, commenting, “I feel that Fenton is doing their best to 
give the students the graduation they wanted. Of course, no one was prepared 
for the pandemic, so the online graduation was really the only option.”

Aside from the graduation ceremony, there are seniors who have held 
off high school traditions such as prom, football games, and homecoming until 
their final year, meaning they will never have the chance to experience these 
formative events. Some students have had to abruptly cancel their high school 
activities such as choir and sports seasons.

Gomez is one of the students, saying, “I was one of the students who 
saved all the dances and big events for senior year. Senior year was the only 
year I wanted to attend prom, all the football games, basketball games, and 
homecoming. The pandemic took away the last few months of events.”

Similarly, Senior Megan Jobe lost an important milestone concerning 
her career in Fenton’s choir.

Jobe states, “My experience has been challenging like anyone else’s, 
some days are better than others. I have been looking forward to my final choir 
concert and senior solo since middle school, so for it to not be happening is 
really hard.”

Seniors are mourning the loss of their final days in high school spent in 
isolation, but despite this darkness, they are also optimistic for the future. 

Sofineti elaborates on her final thoughts of high school stating, “As for 
the current senior experience, I really hate not being at school with my friends 
for the last couple weeks of senior year and different events such as decision day 
and Senior brunch. I am, however, convinced something good will come out of 
this, I’m just waiting to see what that is.”

Despite the grim ending to many high school experiences, seniors 
still are looking towards their future plans whether that be going to a four-
year university or getting a job. Some universities have allowed decision 
commitments to be postponed until June 1st, allowing students to consider all 
their options when thinking about their future. The pandemic has uprooted 
many aspects of the college process as AP exams have transitioned online, 
some universities have closed for the remainder of 2020 and will start again in 
2021, and many opportunities previously offered to high school seniors have 
completely changed.

Gomez is trying to look on the bright side when saying, “I was just as 
disappointed as any other student, but life moves on. I’m focusing on college 
and which one I should attend. I hope everything is well for everyone and to 
look ahead towards our bright future.“

to push forth their campaigns before 
Election Day on November 5th. In a 
March 2020 New York Times article 
titled “The Lessons of the Elections of 
1918”, Dr. Kristin Watkins mentions 
how infection and death rates 
increased after the midterms. In that 
same articlePresidential Historian of 
Princeton University  Julian E. Zelizer 
also points out a decrease in voter 
turnout for the midterm. 
	 Today, many states are 
gearing for the worst by printing 
absentee ballots for those who still 
want to vote but don’t want to put their 
lives in jeopardy. But that’s all under 
the notion that the 2020 presidential 
election will even happen.

 In an April 2020 Politico 
interview, Professor Rick Hansen of 
the University of California explains 
how the federal government could 
interfere with Election Day.

 “The Constitution gives 
Congress the power to set the date 
for presidential elections...But that 
doesn’t mean that there aren’t things 
that Trump could do that could affect 
the outcome of the election.”

The President can shut down 
cities on Election Day, claiming it 
is for the benefit of people’s health. 
Another possible option is that state 
legislatures take back the power of 
choosing their presidential electors, 
although that gets into issues with 
democracy and state vs. federal 
power. 

The looming presidential 
election combined with the stress of a 

pandemic has caused an even greater 
divide between partisan parties. On 
May 1st, protesters of the stay-at-
home order in Michigan invaded 
the Capital building to voice their 
complaints for the second time in less 
than a month. 

One of the protesters, Tim 
Rugg, said in a May 2020 NPR article, 
““Yeah, there’s a virus, but it’s more 
of a politician problem that it’s gotten 
this far. There’s no reason for us to be 
locked down.” 

Similar sentiments are being 
voiced throughout the country, such 
as The Beloved Church in Lena, 
Illinois, filing a lawsuit against 

Governor J.B Pritzker over the newly 
extended stay-at-home order. 

To combat these increasing 
partisan divisions, Former President 
George W. Bush released a video 
asking Americans to put aside their 
differences and begin working as one 
once more.

 “Let us remember, we have 
faced times of testing before… I have 
no doubt, none at all, that this spirit of 
service and sacrifice is alive and well 
in America.” 

For now, we can only wait 
and see what will become of the 2020 
presidential election.
	

Class of 2020 Copes with Loss of Final School Days

COVID-19 Pandemic Causes Concerns Over 2020 Presidential Election

Cartoon by Jesus Amador
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