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  Special Education Students and Students 
on 504 Plans  

Homework will reflect the accommodations and modifications 
of curriculum that are stated in a student’s IEP or Section 504 
plan. Accommodations delineated in a student’s IEP must, by 
federal law, be consistently provided to support the student’s 
access to the curriculum and ability to receive educational 
benefit from his/her instructional program. 
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Teacher Guidelines 
To make sure that homework is appropriate, teachers 
should follow these guidelines: 
❖ At the elementary level, homework should not be counted 

towards the student’s final grade. At middle and high school 
levels, homework should not account for more than 10% of 
the student’s final grade. However, homework should not 
account for more than 20% for students taking CHS/Honors 
and advanced level courses. 

❖ Design homework to maximize the chances that students 
will complete it. For example, ensure that homework is at 
the appropriate level of difficulty. Students should be able to 
complete homework assignments independently with 
relatively high success rates, but they should still find the 
assignments challenging enough to be interesting. 

❖ Involve parents in appropriate ways (for example, as a 
sounding board to help students summarize what they 
learned from the homework) without requiring parents to 
act as teachers or to police students' homework completion. 

❖ Carefully monitor the amount of homework assigned so that 
it is appropriate to students' age levels and does not take 
too much time away from other home or after school 
activities. 

❖ Deadlines for turning in digital assignments should be no 
later than the end of the school day. 

❖ It is suggested that students be given a break from 
homework during winter, spring, and summer vacations.  

❖ The penalty for turning in late projects may not exceed 10% 
per day up to a maximum of 50% off. Projects must be 
accepted up to 2 weeks from the due date under this 
guideline. Teacher discretion could allow extended time. 

 

  Purpose Statement: 

 

 

The purpose of the Homework 
Guidelines is to clarify homework 
management for the successful 
engagement of students in grades K-12. 
These guidelines should not be 
interpreted as a policy or regulation.   

Definition of Homework 

 
 

Practice of standards/curriculum based 
skills learned in school, done outside of 
the regular classroom. 
 

Definition of Project 

 
 

Ongoing application of multiple skills 
with a fixed duration and measurable 
standard/curriculum based outcomes, 
done in and/or outside the regular 
classroom. 

Purpose of Homework 

 

Homework should be skill-level 
appropriate and related to the ongoing 
instruction program in the classroom. 
Students benefit most when teachers 
give individual and timely feedback on 
homework assignment. 
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Different Types of Homework:  

❖ Preparatory Homework – provides opportunities 
for students to gain background information so 
that they are better prepared for future lessons.  
Some examples include background reading and 
collecting items/data.  These assignments are 
short-term. 

 
❖ Reinforcement – provides students with the 

opportunity to revisit challenging material and gain 
further understanding of concepts and skills.  Some 
examples are studying for cumulative tests and 
document- based assessments. 

 
❖ Extension – encourages individualized and 

creative learning by promoting student initiative 
and application of newly acquired skills.  Some 
examples include book reports, research papers 
and class projects.  These assignments are usually 
long-term.  Students are given windows of time for 
completion with teacher guidance and checkpoints. 

 
❖ Practice – provides students with the 

opportunities to review and rehearse recently 
learned skills.  Some examples include: skill 
building exercises (spelling words, math 
facts/problems, musical instrument), reading 
selected text, and vocabulary/grammar.  These 
assignments are usually short-term, in limited 
amounts, and should not include any new concepts. 

 

  Guidelines for Quantity:  

❖ At the elementary level, the amount of homework 
should be limited to 0-1 hour per week. 

 
❖  At the middle school level, the amount of homework 

should be limited to 0-3 hours per week.  
 

❖ At the high school level, the amount of homework 
should be limited to 7-10 hours per week.  The actual 
time required for homework assignments, 
particularly in high school, may vary with the 
individual student's study habits, skills, and class 
load. In addition, high school students taking honors 
and College in the High School courses may be 
expected to spend more time on homework due to 
the nature of the curriculum.  

 
❖ To ensure students’ ability to be independent 

thinkers, assignments that require minimal adult 
intervention are encouraged.  

 
❖ Parents are encouraged to first contact their child's 

teacher if they have questions or concerns about 
homework expectations and workload. This 
communication may be critical to solving individual 
student issues related to homework. Parents are 
encouraged to actively monitor available student 

grading and assignments on the Sapphire parent 
portal.  
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