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Oak Heights Elementary School

Build a sense of belonging for each and every student, visibly embracing each 
student’s culture and identity through what they see, read and hear

Thoroughly incorporate spaces for 

cultural connections & learning through 

display, cultivating gardens with cultural 

foods & cooking

Connect the school to the boarder 

world -- showcase fl ags & maps of 

the world which enable interaction & 

promote conversation & learning

Support self-identity by visibly 

incorporating student’s cultures & 

identities throughout the school

Include all students by incorporating 

visuals of all cultures throughout the 

world, such as BLM, Hispanic and 

LGBTQ+ artwork & information

Bring native languages into the 

classroom and in communications 

-- make space for the inclusion & 

education of all cultures

Build Belonging
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Oak Heights Elementary School

Cultivate calm, joyful and playful spaces for student learning and self-care

Blend daily learning with continued 

support for all developmental stages of 

the student -- infuse the surrounding 

learning environment with support 

for physical playfulness through the 

incorporation of games & exercise

Provide thoughtful incorporation of 

quiet learning spaces which promote a

calm & quiet atmosphere 

Accommodate a variety of sensory 

needs to meet each student’s individual 

support needs

Cultivate an environment with a sense 

of belonging throughout, where each 

student feels welcomed, supported & 

safe

Create spaces which inspire students 

to learn & create

Cultivate Calm & Joy
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Oak Heights Elementary School

Promote connection between students, their class community, the school 
community, with families and the neighborhoods we support

Cultivate meaningful allyship & 

continued advocacy for every student

Further strengthen the connection 

between students & their surrounding 

community by supporting the school as 

a central learning hub & space for all 

learners to feel included in the bigger 

picture
Support all student families by creating 

welcoming spaces that provide a 

space for families to feel included 

& considered within their school 

community

Maintain a sense of space for all 

learners to feel included & to embrace 

being a part of a larger community

Create welcoming communal spaces 

which foster & grow the foundational 

connection between the school & 

broader community

Develop a learning atmosphere of 

collaboration & empathy to promote 

continued connections between each 

student & the world around them

Promote Connection
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Oak Heights Elementary School

Support multiple types and ways of learning, including student choice and 
self-directed learning, local and global opportunities for collaboration

Include impromptu collaboration 

spaces for both individual & collectivist 

learning experiences

Incorporate spaces which support the 

development of the whole child; provide 

learning environments for active & 

creative play to support gross motor 

skills & social interactions 

Create learning environments which 

foster inclusion, where every student 

feels a sense of belonging & all can 

thrive as collective learners

Shape an equitable learning 

environment to meet each leaner right 

where they are
Support students in self-directed 

learning by providing space for them to 

feel encouraged to follow their passions 

& interests

Give students the choice of stimulating 

& thought-provoking learning spaces 

as well as calming & relaxing spaces to 

think  & create in

Support All Ways of Learning
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Oak Heights Elementary School

Provide fl uidity in the creation and re-creation of learning environments 
through fl exible ways to meet student needs

Create fl exible learning spaces that can 

shift easily to meet student & school 

needs

Incorporate a variety of learning spaces 

which allow for the ability to meet 

students at their individualized learning 

pace

Plan spaces for a growing & fl uid 

environment to support learners of 

the future with needs we cannot yet 

anticipate

Strengthen access to spaces that work 

for science exploration

Foster impromptu & versatile learning 

spaces that fl ex to meet students’ 

needs, i.e. fl oor & table work spaces

Support fl exibility throughout all 

learning spaces to encourage cross 

collaboration between all teachers & 

students

Create & Re-Create Environments
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Oak Heights Elementary School

Nature is Nurturing -- Engage students with indoor and outdoor 
connections to nature and the world

Invigorate indoor spaces with natural 

light & fresh air with views to the 

outside to promote a calm & supportive 

learning environment 

Lead by example -- create sustainable 

buildings to immerse students in the 

continued efforts of sustainability

Encourage classroom connections to 

the outdoors as a space to learn in & a 

place to learn about

Prompt global perspective & world 

learning through connections to the 

community outside of the immediate 

school environment

Nurture with Nature

Strengthen daily connection to the 

outdoors by creating outdoor learning 

spaces which support the benefi ts of 

biophilic design

Foster environmental stewardship 

through incorporation of the 

relationship of the surrounding site & 

natural areas
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DRC Outdoor Learning Exercise

VEHICULAR ZONE

OUTDOOR
LEARNING

ACADEMIC ZONE
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SPACE

COMMUNITY
GATHERING

OUTDOOR 
EXPLORATION

LARGE 
GROUP

GATHERING

SMALL 
GROUP

GATHERING

SMALL 
GROUP

GATHERING

SMALL 
GROUP

GATHERING

SMALL 
GROUP

GATHERING

OUTDOOR 
EXPLORATION

OUTDOOR 
EXPLORATION

PLAY 
EQUIPMENT

SMALL 
GROUP

GATHERING

SMALL 
GROUP

GATHERING

SMALL 
GROUP

GATHERING

INDIVIDUAL 
MOMENTS /
HARDSCAPE

INDIVIDUAL 
MOMENTS /
SOFTSCAPE

INDIVIDUAL 
MOMENTS /
SOFTSCAPE

INDIVIDUAL 
MOMENTS /
SOFTSCAPE

INDIVIDUAL 
MOMENTS /
HARDSCAPE

INDIVIDUAL 
MOMENTS /
SOFTSCAPE

INDIVIDUAL 
MOMENTS /
HARDSCAPE

INDIVIDUAL 
MOMENTS /
SOFTSCAPE

INDIVIDUAL 
MOMENTS /
SOFTSCAPE

INDIVIDUAL 
MOMENTS /
HARDSCAPE

INDIVIDUAL 
MOMENTS /
HARDSCAPE

INDIVIDUAL 
MOMENTS /
HARDSCAPE

INDIVIDUAL 
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HARDSCAPE

INDIVIDUAL 
MOMENTS /
SOFTSCAPE OUTDOOR 

PROJECT 
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ELEVATED 
OUTDOORS
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OUTDOORS
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GROUP
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EXPLORATION
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GROUP

GATHERING

SMALL 
GROUP

GATHERING

SMALL 
GROUP

GATHERING

OUTDOOR 
EXPLORATION

PLAY 
EQUIPMEN

SMALL 
GROUP

GATHERING

INDIVIDUAL 
MOMENTS /
HARDSCAPE

INDIVIDUAL 
MOMENTS /
SOFTSCAPE

INDIVIDUAL 
MOMENTS /
SOFTSCAPE

INDIVIDUAL 
MOMENTS /
HARDSCAPE

INDIVIDUAL 
MOMENTS /
HARDSCAPE

INDIVIDUAL 
MOMENTS /
HARDSCAPE

INDIVIDUA
MOMENTS
SOFTSCAP

ELEVATED 
OUTDOORS

OUTDO
PROJE

SPAC

ELEVATED 
OUTDOORS

dedicated area 
to dig that is 
accessible to 

younger 
students

separate area that 
K-1 might be able 

to access as an 
"extra" recess as 

needed ?

different types of brain 
breaks? 

Colin: portable next to field, 
e.g. kickball, Jessica: 

students step outside all 
the time - run to the 

backstop, read outside all 
year long

reading, writing 
notebooks - 
think and do 

things in 
different spaces

VEHICULAR ZONE

LARGE 
GREEN 
SPACE

GARDENING COMMUNITY
GATHERING

OUTDOOR 
EXPLORATION

SMALL 
GROUP

GATHERING

SMALL 
GROUP

GATHERING

NDIVIDUAL 
MOMENTS /

OFTSCAPE

INDIVIDUAL 
MOMENTS /
HARDSCAPE

INDIVIDUAL 
MOMENTS /
SOFTSCAPE

INDIVIDUAL 
MOMENTS /
HARDSCAPE

VEHICULAR ZONE

OUTDOOR
LEARNING

ACADEMIC ZONE
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A
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A
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SOCCER FIELD PLAY

PLAY 
EQUIPMENT

HARDSCAPE PLAY

NATURAL PLAY
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A
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AY
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M

M
O

N
S

COVERED 
PLAY

LARGE 
GREEN 
SPACE

SMALL 
GROUP

GATHERING

GARDENING

OUTDOOR 
PROJECT 

SPACE

COMMUNITY
GATHERING

OUTDOOR 
EXPLORATION

LARGE 
GROUP

GATHERING
SMALL 
GROUP

GATHERING

SMALL 
GROUP

GATHERING

SMALL 
GROUP

GATHERING

SMALL 
GROUP

GATHERING

OUTDOOR 
EXPLORATION

OUTDOOR 
EXPLORATION

PLAY 
EQUIPMENT

SMALL 
GROUP

GATHERING

SMALL 
GROUP

GATHERING

SMALL 
GROUP

GATHERING

INDIVIDUAL 
MOMENTS /
HARDSCAPE

INDIVIDUAL 
MOMENTS /
SOFTSCAPE

INDIVIDUAL 
MOMENTS /
SOFTSCAPE

INDIVIDUAL 
MOMENTS /
SOFTSCAPE

INDIVIDUAL 
MOMENTS /
HARDSCAPE

INDIVIDUAL 
MOMENTS /
SOFTSCAPE

INDIVIDUAL 
MOMENTS /
HARDSCAPE

INDIVIDUAL 
MOMENTS /
SOFTSCAPE

INDIVIDUAL 
MOMENTS /
SOFTSCAPE

INDIVIDUAL 
MOMENTS /
HARDSCAPE

INDIVIDUAL 
MOMENTS /
HARDSCAPE

INDIVIDUAL 
MOMENTS /
HARDSCAPE

INDIVIDUAL 
MOMENTS /
HARDSCAPE

INDIVIDUAL 
MOMENTS /
SOFTSCAPE

ELEVATED 
OUTDOORS

OUTDOOR 
PROJECT 

SPACE

ELEVATED 
OUTDOORS

dedicated area 
to dig that is 
accessible to 

younger 
students

separate area that 
K-1 might be able 

to access as an 
"extra" recess as 

needed ?

different types of brain 
breaks? 

Colin: portable next to field, 
e.g. kickball, Jessica: 

students step outside all 
the time - run to the 

backstop, read outside all 
year long

reading, writing 
notebooks - 
think and do 

things in 
different spaces
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Oak Heights Elementary School

Student Outdoor Learning Exercise
DRC 5th GRADERS 6th GRADERSOUTDOOR LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS

LARGE 
GREEN 
SPACE

LARGE 
GROUP

GATHERING

GARDENING

COMMUNITY
GATHERING

OUTDOOR 
EXPLORATION

LARGE GREEN
SPACE

COMMUNITY
GATHERING

LARGE GROUP
GATHERING

OUTDOOR
EXPLORATION

GARDENING

all weather surfaces 
are important for 

students that want 
to be outside but 

not getting muddy

like opportunity for 
both large gathering 

- soft and hard 
surfaces, stage - 

offer multiple ways 
of using the space

need space outside for 
morning line up - (waiting 
for transitions) could it be 

an attached covered play? - 
is there an atmosphere 
that can be created that 

sets the tone for 
transitioning from outside 

to inside

opportunities 
for indoor 

recess 
options

softening the 
experience of entry 

into the main reception 
would (water feature? 
plants?) consider the 

arrival experience and 
how it can be calming

outdoor classroom, 
gardening 

integrated and also 
offers opportunity 

for student 
presentation

lots of 
space. 

Liked the 
green

great garden 
space. liked 
the tiered 
benches

great seating at 
edge of action. 
room for large 

groups, but also 
quite reading 

space

Bridge is 
awesome

Cool 
building 
design

mix of soft 
and hard 

textures is 
effective

great to have 
prominent 

garden. Could it 
be at the front of 
the building near 

entry?

liked the 
color

Separate areas 
and activities 
for different 
age groups

Likes the 
undercover and 

hard surfaces, so 
they don't get 

muddy and dirty

Calm 
spaces

The open space 
is comforting 
and provides 
the ability to 
spread out

Courtyard 
reminds them of 
existing building, 
which they find 

appealing

Like 
places 
to sit

Plants and 
open spaces 

make it 
beautiful

Like the idea 
of gardens 

being 
integrated

Large, open 
spaces provide 
an opportunity 
to work or play 

games

A variety of different 
spaces would give 

individuals the 
opportunity to take a 
break or give groups 

the opportunity to 
collaborate

Places to 
climb up 

and down

Large 
trees are 
appealing

Benches 
and picnic 

tables

Garden, 
textures 

and colors

Provide colorful 
objects and 

elements within the 
landscaping (such as 

colorful benches 
and tables)

Undercover area 
for kids who want 

to be outdoors, 
but not in the 

weather

View out from 
the classroom 
to the natural 
environment

Nicer 
environment 
could inspire 
kids' ideas. - 

6th

I like this because 
there is an open 
field to play or 

work with friends. 
- 6th

I would like this 
because there is 

a lot of free 
space to learn 
or play. - 6th

I chose this 
picture because 
it feels more life 
incorporated. - 

6th

Greener paths. 
Yards to play. 
Chilling spots. 
Vibrant. - 6th

Spacious. 
Can this be 

turf? Seating. 
- 6th

Artificial turf, 
enclosed, 

modern - 6th

space, great learning 
environment, shade, 

room, everyone is 
happy, fresh air, kids

- 6th

I like this picture 
because it looks 

like a big place to 
study with your 
friends or play. - 

6th

I like this 
because 

people can 
learn outside. - 

6th

We have a 
place to sit 
and read. - 

6th

Lots of plants. 
Community 

building. 
Spacious.

- 6th

Nice environment. 
Has big windows. 
The plants. Doors. 

- 6th

to have 
fruit and 

vegetables 
- 6th

I really like the 
infrastructure, the 

building's layout, the blend 
of soft and stable materials 

used, the color scheme, 
and the overall appeal. 

-6th

The bridge is 
great. Love the 
trees and the 
grasses. - 6th

It will make 
the school feel 

more 
comfortable. - 

6th

I like it because 
it is a free open 

space. I like 
interesting 

shapes. - 5th

I like this because it 
seems like it's after 
school and a little 

group of friends are 
talking and playing 
and it's open space. 

- 5th

It's big and 
spacious. - 

5th

Looks 
satisfying. 

- 5th

It is open 
space, and it 
is beautiful. 

- 5th

I like this photo 
because I think 
that it will be a 
great spot for 

garden and space. 
- 5th

I picked the 
garden because 
gardening can 

be fun and 
educating. - 5th

I think this 
looks good. I 
like flowers. 

- 5th

I like the school 
building because 

it looks really cool. 
I like how the 
windows are 

really open. - 5th

I like this because 
you can see what 
nature looks like 

while also looking 
into what the 

possibilities of life 
are. - 5th

I really like one with the 
kids out in the woods 
because you can learn 

simple skills like fire 
making, foraging for 

food, and smoke 
signals. - 5th

This is a good place to 
sit in the summer and 

there are different 
sizes and many people 
can sit here and it's a 

good place to do work 
or read a book. - 5th

I like it 
because it is 

cement. I 
would like to 

run. - 5th

I see the past and 
the future mixed 
together in this 
image and that 
represents the 
present. - 5th

I like how there is a 
water fountain and 

a trail in the 
background and 

how the classrooms 
have big windows 

and the trees. - 5th

Looks nice! There is a 
large space to learn like 
a stage at the bottom, 
there's a grassy area 

and a wood part area. 
Lots of space to 
distance. - 5th
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Oak Heights Elementary School

Student Outdoor Learning Exercise
OUTDOOR LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS

SMALL 
GROUP

GATHERING

INDIVIDUAL 
MOMENTS /
HARDSCAPE

OUTDOOR
PROJECT SPACE

SMALL GROUP
GATHERING

INDIVIDUAL
MOMENTS

OUTDOOR 
PROJECT 

SPACE

INDIVIDUAL 
MOMENTS /
SOFTSCAPE

ELEVATED 
OUTDOORS

ELEVATED 
OUTDOOR
SPACE

intensive support 
could be supported 

be on the second 
floor with outdoor 
space available like 

this

building speaks 
that students are 

valued and the 
work they are 

doing is important

blend of 
materials 

is nice

benches 
are great 
for sitting

homework, 
after- hours 
study space

running track 
out of the 

mud, maybe 
concrete, is 

great

separate 
space for 
younger 

kids is nice

mixture of 
hardscape 

with softscape 
and plantings 

is nice

It's a nice 
environment 

to study at and 
it's in a good 

area. - 6th

love the 
benches and 
the tiling and 
the general 

aesthetic - 6th

Sky roof. 
Futuristic. 

Windows are 
good. - 6th

Big open 
space, 

modern - 
6th

I like the style and 
vibe to this and it 
looks nice and it 
looks like a place 
for recess. - 6th

I like this 
picture 

because it 
looks nice and 

calm. - 6th

It reminds me of 
the school (OHE) 
right now and a 
place to study 
outside. - 6th

I really like how 
modern it looks and 
the plants outside. I 

also like how 
spacious it is 

compared to this 
school (OHE). - 6th

There is a lot 
of space, and 
you can see 
nature. - 5th

I like that the 
white board is 

pretty big so it can 
be a learning 
space. - 5th

Anyone can 
sit and 

work there. 
- 5th

I would like to 
learn here 

because it's a 
big space. - 5th

I like it because 
it's showing 
outside of a 

classroom. - 5th

I like this picture 
because it has great 

and comforting 
lighting. I love the 

brick and the wood 
together too. It 

looks beautiful. - 5th

I like this portable. 
It looks very 

beautiful and 
when it rains it 

will look peaceful. 
- 5th

It's an open place you 
can run and it's a good 
place to sit in the sun 
and rain or snow and 

the benches are big so 
you have more room to 
do work or just sit. - 5th

I love this 
one. It looks 

like it is really 
fun. - 5th

The reason is 
when it gets 

rainy, it will not 
get mud on your 

shoes. - 5th

I picked the big 
building because 
it's nice and big 
also lots of big 

space. - 5th
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Oak Heights Elementary School

A Park Runs Through It

LOWER FLOOR LEVEL MAIN/UPPER FLOOR LEVEL

NORTH
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The Zipper [west]

LOWER FLOOR LEVEL UPPER FLOOR LEVEL

NORTH
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The Zipper [east]

LOWER FLOOR LEVEL UPPER FLOOR LEVEL

NORTH
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Oak Heights Elementary School

The Big Stretch

LOWER FLOOR LEVEL UPPER FLOOR LEVEL

NORTH
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