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Study Objective

How do our current primary grading practices compare with other highly 
effective school districts? 

How can we best provide feedback to parents on student achievement 
and growth? 

When are letter grades introduced and most effective in reporting 
student progress?



Methodology and Research

1. Examination of current Wyoming Grading Practices
2. Meta-analysis of grading practices in the last 100 years
3. Compiled data from highly performing school districts within our area
4. Expanded our search nationwide
5. This information was used to determine when letter grades were 

introduced 



Methodology and Research:
Current Wyoming Grading Practices



Current Primary Wyoming Report Cards (K-2)



Current Primary Wyoming Report Cards (3 - 4)



Envisions



MobyMax



Lexia



Methodology and Research Cont:
Meta-analysis of Grading Practices



Research Findings

● A Century of Grading Research: Meaning and Value in the 
Most Common Educational Measure. Review of 
Educational Research (2016)

● Two Main Findings with traditional grading
○ Teacher assigned grades: subjective and unreliable
○ Variability:  lack of criteria or differences within criteria



Research Findings

● A growing body of research would suggest a shift to Standards Based 
Grading System (Munoz & Gusky 2015; O’Conner 2007; Scriffiny 2008)

● “Standards-based grading is an effective way to give feedback and 
evaluate students’ performances using clearly defined criteria for specific 
learning standards.”

● https://www.marzanoresources.com/resources/tips/slgtsbg_tips_archive/

https://www.marzanoresources.com/resources/tips/slgtsbg_tips_archive/


Examples of Standards Based Grading 
(Mariemont: Kindergarten)



Examples of Standards Based Grading 
(Mariemont: Kindergarten)



Example of Standards Based Grading
(Indian Hill: Grade 2)



Example of Standards Based Grading 
(Oakwood, OH; Bridgewater-Rariton, NJ; David Douglas, OR)



Methodology and Research Cont:
Grading Practices of Local Districts



Findings

● Majority of local high performing districts use 
standards based grading practices
○ 8 out of 8 schools researched utilize this practice

● See Appendix Figure 1 (pg. 5)
● On average, these districts introduce letter grades at 

grade 4.8



Methodology and Research Cont:
Grading Practices of Outside Districts



Findings

● Stanford Educational Opportunity Project
○ Identifying districts making rapid growth

● 9 of the 11 schools researched utilized Standards 
Based Grading Policies
○ Appendix B (pg. 7)

● On average, letter grades are introduced at grade 4.2 

https://edopportunity.org/explorer/#/map/none/districts/grd/ses/all/3.5/38/-97/


Recommendations



Recommendation - Report Card

1. Transitioning K-4 grades to a Standards Based Grading Model rather 
than Traditional Model:
a. Improves communication between the teacher, student and parent. 
b. Excel student growth as there will be more feedback opportunities 

(New report card will provide important milestones to reach 
throughout the year).



Recommendations - Team

1. Assemble Small Committee at Every Primary Grade Level to 
Design/Develop Standard Report Card:

a. Administrators
b. Teachers
c. Parent(s)



Recommendations - Timeline

3 Year Rollout Option 2 Year Rollout Option



3 Year Rollout Option

Year 1 - Revise Existing K-2 Standards 
Based Report Card

- Keep 3-4 Grade Report Card 
as Traditional

Year 2 - Transition 3rd Grade to New 
Standards Based Report Card

- Keep 4th Grade Traditional

Year 3 - Transition 4th Grade to 
Standards Based Report Card

Recommendations - Timeline

2 Year Rollout Option



Recommendations - Timeline

3 Year Rollout Option

Year 1 - Revise Existing K-2 Standards 
Based Report Card

- Keep 3-4 Grade Report Card 
as Traditional

Year 2 - Transition 3rd Grade to New 
Standards Based Report Card

- Keep 4th Grade Traditional

Year 3 - Transition 4th Grade to 
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2 Year Rollout Option

Year 1 - Revise Existing K-2 Standards 
Based Report Card

- Create 3rd Grade Standards 
Based Report Card

- Keep 4th Grade Traditional

Year 2 - Transition 4th Grade to 
Standards Based Report Card



Recommendations - Template

1. New Standards Based Report Card could Include the Following:

a. Header - Student Information, Teacher, Principal, Grade 
Level, Etc. 

b. Performance/Academic Key - Provides new language used 
to describe standard level.

c. Expectation for Quarter - Includes specific progress 
milestones by quarter (ex. # of letters required for each 
quarter in Kindergarten)

d. Standards Grade Section - Used to determine progress 
and feedback for child’s growth in each subject.

e. Comment Section - Open dialogue section for teachers to 
write about student and personalize the report card.
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Study Objective Recap

How do our current primary grading practices compare with other highly effective school districts? 

- From our findings, many other high performing schools, both locally and nationally, utilize Standards Based Grading 
policies, unlike Wyoming City Schools.

How can we best provide feedback to parents on student achievement and growth? 

- Our team recommends a shift to Standards Based
-   report cards. We have identified some report card features that we would recommend including, however specific report 

card details/standards reported would be decided by small committees of grade-level educators/administrators/parents.

When are letter grades introduced and most effective in reporting student progress?

- Research indicates there is not a definitive grade that is most effective and largely varies by school district (Average 
around grade 4)



Differences between SBG 
and traditional grading

Adapted from O’Connor, K (2009)
How to grade for learning k-12.


