When you receive a “Waitlist” Decision

First off - don’t take it personally. Admissions decisions are often more about the
volume of applications, the wider pool of applicants, and the needs of the institution
than they are an evaluation of your abilities or talents. There are so many amazing

schools out there, and you will find your place.

Confirm your spot on the waitlist. This is typically done via portal or direct email link.
Follow directions - colleges will offer clear instructions and steps to complete the

process.

Communicate your sustained interest and relevant new information. Some schools
may offer a direct venue for this within their portal. If not, a well-crafted, succinct email
direct to your admissions rep/contact expressing your continued interest is highly
encouraged. It's also fair to ask what % of waitlisted applicants are offered admission,
in a typical year. You can work with your College Counselor to help you craft these

communications.

Start honestly re-evaluating your other options. Even if your Waitlist school is your
top choice, begin approaching other possible places as real options. This may need to

include placing an enrollment deposit at another college prior to May 1 (Decision Day).

Be prepared to make a quick decision. If you are selected off the waitlist (which,
depending on the school, can be either VERY rare, or highly likely), you might have to

decide within 24-48 hours whether you want to accept their offer of admission.



