
 

Writing Essential Skill 

 

Assessment Category: Oregon’s Statewide Assessment  
All students have at least one opportunity to demonstrate proficiency in the Essential Skills 

through OAKS or Smarter Balanced.  

 

All 11th graders will complete the Smarter Balanced Assessments. In 2014-2015, the Grade 

12 Retest opportunity for OAKS Reading, Writing, and Mathematics Assessment will only be 

available for 12th graders who have not yet met or exceeded the achievement standard. For 

the Writing Assessment, each student has one opportunity to be assessed and that 

opportunity will be through the online assessment; each test will be scored using a double 

blind rating system. For the Reading and Mathematics Assessment, each student has up to 

three opportunities to be assessed through the online assessment. 

 

SPECIFIC ASSESSMENT  OPTION ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD 

For students enrolled in 11th grade during the 

2013-2014 academic year: 

 

Oregon Assessment of Knowledge and 

Skills (OAKS) Reading Assessment 

40 Composite score 

Students enrolled in 11th grade during the 

2014-2015 academic year and beyond: 

 

Smarter Balanced 

To be determined, summer 2015. Oregon 

Department of Education will use multiple 

methods, including using Smarter Balanced field 

test results, to establish a Smarter Balanced scale 

score that represents an equivalent level of rigor 

to the current OAKS achievement standard.  

 

See Smarter Balanced Transition: Methodology 

for Essential Skills, at 

http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?=2042. 

  

http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?=2042


Assessment Category: Other Standardized Assessments 

There are numerous standardized assessments that have been approved by the State Board 

and that may be offered by districts and/or independently accessed by students. Districts 

may choose to offer students only a subset of the approved assessment options. However, if 

a student chooses to use one of the other standardized assessments and it is not offered by 

the district, the district must accept an official score for that assessment option. 

  

SPECIFIC ASSESSMENT  OPTION ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD 

SAT1 460 

ACT2 19 

 

  

                                                 
1 ACT Writing refers to the combined English/Writing test (75 selected response questions and a 
timed, 30-minute essay).   
2 SAT Writing refers to the Writing section of the SAT (49 selected response questions and a timed, 
25-minute essay).   



Assessment Category: Work Samples  

Work Samples are locally developed, administered, and scored and, thus, can be embedded 

into an academic program. Should districts choose to offer Work Samples as an Essential 

Skill assessment option, districts must follow the guidance in the Essential Skills and  

Local Performance Assessment Manual regarding Work Sample development, 

administration, and scoring. These requirements help to ensure that Work Samples used for 

the Essential Skills are valid and of an equivalent rigor across schools and districts. 

The Essential Skills and Local Performance Assessment Manual is available for download 

at: http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=3963. 

SPECIFIC ASSESSMENT  OPTION ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD 

 
 
2 Work Samples: 

 One must be expository or 

persuasive  

 One in any of the approved modes 

(expository, persuasive, narrative)  

 

 

 
Minimum score of 4 in the required Traits.  
Required Traits:  

 Ideas/Content  

 Organization  

 Sentence Fluency  

 Conventions  

 

(Word Choice and Voice are not required.)  

  

http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=3963

