Parks & Recreation Advisory Board
Meeting Minutes
March 20, 2023
ElImwood Community Center

Meeting called to order by Shawna Kitzman, Chair, at 5:35 PM.

1. Roll Call: In Attendance: Shawna Kitzman, Steve Garneau, Anna Park, Steve Kutscher, Andres
Lopez, Jessica Goldstein, Narayan Paudel. Absent: Tanja Low. Staff in Attendance: Helen Rubino-

Turco

2. Adoption of November 14, 2022 meeting minutes — passed unanimously.

3. Old Business:
e New Board members were welcomed, and all attendees provided a brief introduction of
themselves.

e New Elmwood Community Center/Mayflower Property Update - $66M renovation
estimate, suggests complete “tear down” approach. General idea is for a multi-use
center combining community center, library, senior center, teen center, fitness and
programming. The facility would intertwine with park activities and vice versa. The
“Chili Center” in Rochester, NY, was identified as a model for design. A formal
Request For Proposal search for architecture firm will take place later this Spring.

e Capital Improvements Update — Helen presented an update, with the following highlights:

O

Eisenhower Pool and Poolhouse - re-bid for project expected Spring 2023;
construction to begin Aug 2024

Wolcott Park — completed projects are baseball lights and field renovation;
upcoming projects include Wolcott Restroom — in design; fall-winter construction;
Wolcott Eastern lot — soliciting design bids; summer 2024 construction; Pond and
raised walkway repairs still in planning stages

Kennedy Park — completed projects include irrigation replacement at baseball and
soccer fields; and post-tensioned basketball courts. Bathhouse under renovation;
expect completion by June 1. Park planning and community outreach still in
planning stage.

Buena Vista Recreation Complex - Tennis/Pickleball — replacement complete
Westmoor Park — upcoming projects include handicapped-accessible walk(s); bridge
replacement and gardening shed replacement

Beachland — dreams for Beachland House renovation await work on 100 Mayflower.
Spicebush Swamp Park — renaming the park has been discussed by several
organizations, including the WH Garden Club and the Friends of WH Parks.
Suggestion to eliminate the word “swamp” from the title. Issue under review.
Fernridge — the Fern Street Bridge project has delayed work on the pond and a
proposed raised pathway to complete the promenade.



4. New Business
e Budget Overview — the overall Town budget presented to Town Council on March 8,
and being considered and discussed through various workshops. The proposed
budget includes capital projects. It will be voted on at the April 24 Council meeting.
e Rate Increases — Some Leisure Services fees are governed by the Town Council.
Rates are reviewed annually. A rate increase for some Leisure Services facilities
(Rockledge Golf, Buena Vista Golf and Veterans Memorial Skating Rink) were
discussed by the Parks & Rec Advisory Board late last fall, proposed to the Town
Council in January, and accepted by the Town Council at their January 24, 2023
meeting. Some additional rate increases may be considered in late Spring for
Cornerstone Aquatics Center.
e Spring/Summer Programming — great registration period, nearly $1M in fees and
over 6k in registrations. Programs selling out.
5. Friends of West Hartford Parks - Park Clean Up Day at Wolcott date to be determined; TBT walk
on October 9 (to celebrate Ten Minute Walk Day).

6. AED Availability - Steve Garneau made comment about his suggestion to the town to make
AEDs available a public park / fitness locations / facilities.

7. Public Comment —none
Meeting adjourned at 6:40 PM.
Next meeting — May 15, 2023 at 5:30 PM; location EImwood Community Center

Minutes submitted by Steve Kutscher.



