




The 2023 UNIS-UN conference, Turning the Page: A New Chapter in Education,The 2023 UNIS-UN conference, Turning the Page: A New Chapter in Education,
addressed the addressed the education-related situation the world is in today. Theeducation-related situation the world is in today. The
conference featured captivating presenters who spoke on the future ofconference featured captivating presenters who spoke on the future of
education addressing such topics as tackling the intricacies of mental healtheducation addressing such topics as tackling the intricacies of mental health
and special education, the role of opinion in the classroom, the rights ofand special education, the role of opinion in the classroom, the rights of
educators, and the development of education in various countries.educators, and the development of education in various countries.  

Approximately 250 visiting school students from Argentina, Australia, Belgium,Approximately 250 visiting school students from Argentina, Australia, Belgium,
Bermuda, Chile, Germany, Japan, Korea, Mexico, Morocco, Spain, Switzerland,Bermuda, Chile, Germany, Japan, Korea, Mexico, Morocco, Spain, Switzerland,
United Kingdom, United States, and Vietnam joined UNIS T3 and T4 students.United Kingdom, United States, and Vietnam joined UNIS T3 and T4 students.
Altogether, over 60 countries were represented among the 500 attendees.Altogether, over 60 countries were represented among the 500 attendees.

Congratulations to the UNIS UN Co-Chairs Sophie Chen and Antonio Athias asCongratulations to the UNIS UN Co-Chairs Sophie Chen and Antonio Athias as
well as the entire UNIS UN team for putting together such an amazing event!well as the entire UNIS UN team for putting together such an amazing event!

Âll photographs taken by UNIS students Ethan Li, Oliver Rocha, Andreas NicolauÂll photographs taken by UNIS students Ethan Li, Oliver Rocha, Andreas Nicolau



UNIS UN  2023
Christopher de Bono. Deputy DirectorChristopher de Bono. Deputy Director
responsible for Communications at UNICEF,responsible for Communications at UNICEF,
started off the conference by started off the conference by exciting andexciting and
empowering students to open their minds toempowering students to open their minds to
learning.learning.

H.E. Sheikh Manssour Bin Mussallam attendedH.E. Sheikh Manssour Bin Mussallam attended
UNIS-UN as a visiting student. He is currentlyUNIS-UN as a visiting student. He is currently
the Secretary-General of the Organisation ofthe Secretary-General of the Organisation of
Educational Cooperation and he returned toEducational Cooperation and he returned to
share his knowledge and challenged studentsshare his knowledge and challenged students
to pursue their true passion.to pursue their true passion.

A panel was composed of Ambassador AnaA panel was composed of Ambassador Ana
Paula Zakarias of Portugal, Ambassador JuanPaula Zakarias of Portugal, Ambassador Juan
Ramón de la Fuente of México, AmbassadorRamón de la Fuente of México, Ambassador
Robert Keith Rae of Canada, and AmbassadorRobert Keith Rae of Canada, and Ambassador
Sheikha Alya Ahmed Bin Saif Al-Thani of theSheikha Alya Ahmed Bin Saif Al-Thani of the
State of Qatar where they answeredState of Qatar where they answered
important questions from students aboutimportant questions from students about
access to education in their respectiveaccess to education in their respective
countries.countries.  

UNIS Board of Trustees member RoserUNIS Board of Trustees member Roser
Salavert shared with students her experienceSalavert shared with students her experience
in both private and public schools and herin both private and public schools and her
vision of the future for both entities.vision of the future for both entities.
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UNIS UN  2023
UNIS parent Lauren Rumble, Ph.D., AssociateUNIS parent Lauren Rumble, Ph.D., Associate
Director, Gender Equality, Programme Group atDirector, Gender Equality, Programme Group at
UNICEF, spoke to students about theUNICEF, spoke to students about the
importance of education for women and girlsimportance of education for women and girls
especially in relation to public health.especially in relation to public health.

Soraya Fouladi's speech struck a chord with ourSoraya Fouladi's speech struck a chord with our
students who heard about her journey as anstudents who heard about her journey as an
entrepreneur which was inspired by a speakerentrepreneur which was inspired by a speaker
she heard while she attended a UNIS-UNshe heard while she attended a UNIS-UN
conference in her T4 year.conference in her T4 year.

She has become the founder and CEO of herShe has become the founder and CEO of her
own company, Jara. Jara seeks to empowerown company, Jara. Jara seeks to empower
children in under-resourced and low-internet /children in under-resourced and low-internet /
low-electricity communities to receive a qualitylow-electricity communities to receive a quality
education anytime, anywhere through the Jaraeducation anytime, anywhere through the Jara
Unit.Unit.

Both speakers conveyed the importance ofBoth speakers conveyed the importance of
and need for female innovators in educationand need for female innovators in education
around the world. These pricelessaround the world. These priceless
experiences unique to our close relationshipexperiences unique to our close relationship
with the United Nations propel our studentswith the United Nations propel our students
forward to make an impact in their local andforward to make an impact in their local and
global communities.global communities.
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Our Italian students had an opportunity to become pizzaioli (pizza makers) for a
day! Our students jumped right in and learned step-by-step how to make
Neapolitan pizza from a pizza master. They rolled their own dough into different
shapes and dressed their pizzas with their own creativity. Grazie mille to the MLD,
our Italian teachers, and KESTÈ Pizzeria for providing this fun, interactive,
authentic experience.



IB VISUAL ART SHOW
Congratulations to our T4s on an amazing IB Art Exhibit!
Your hard work was evident on the walls of the gallery
exhibit. Thank you to the members of our community
who came out to support our artists and the UNIS Art
Department for hosting and for allowing us to enjoy the
students' brilliant work! 
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MS MOANA PRODUCTION 
Our MS students perfemed serveal sold out showings of Moana Jr. that brought the house
down! We are so proud of them for all of their hard work on the show. Special thank you
to the UNIS Art Department and Director Tim Hall for bringing the amazing show to life. 

Our MS students perfemed serveal sold out showings of Moana Jr. that brought the house
down! We are so proud of them for all of their hard work on the show. Special thank you
to the UNIS Art Department and Director Tim Hall for bringing the amazing show to life. 



FRANCOPHONIE DAY
At UNIS we celebrated the Journée
internationale de la Francophonie, also known
as International Francophonie Day. This day
is dedicated to celebrating the French
language and Francophone culture around
the world.

The day was full of festivities and kicked off
with a sweet French breakfast! 

Our Junior School students presented their
Parapluies poétiques or poetic umbrellas. 
The tradition is if you go underneath it they
will recite a poem to you in French.

Students also had a musical experience with
Mr. Sory Koite, an American-Senegalese
artist and griot. A griot is a West African
historian, storyteller, poet, musician, and
oral tradition keeper who passes down their
people's history and cultural heritage
through songs, stories, and other forms of
verbal expression. 

Our Tut House students talked with
Ambassador Steinmetz, Consul General of
Luxembourg in NY, about multilingualism
and the world of diplomacy and international
relations.
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The UN Security Council welcomed
students enrolled in "Global Politics"
to listen in on a live discussion about
the threat posed by terrorism.
The students enjoyed witnessing
concepts they are learning in class,
such as peacemaking and
counterterrorism efforts, being
discussed in real situations. The
experience sparked debate and
dialogue among them, enhancing their
classroom learning. 

The visit was made possible by
Vanessa Frazier, Permanent
Representative of the Republic of
Malta to the United Nations and
President of the UN Security Council.
H.E. Frazier is also a UNIS parent and a
UNIS honorary trustee.
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Our UNIS athletes were invited to attendOur UNIS athletes were invited to attend
the Global Launch of Red Card Campaign,the Global Launch of Red Card Campaign,
jointly organized by the African Renaissancejointly organized by the African Renaissance
and Diaspora Network and the Unitedand Diaspora Network and the United
Nations Population Fund. The campaignNations Population Fund. The campaign
celebrates and showcases the power,celebrates and showcases the power,
promise, and potential of women and girls.promise, and potential of women and girls.
Our students heard from inspiring speakersOur students heard from inspiring speakers
who encouraged them to become strongwho encouraged them to become strong
allies for gender equality, and theallies for gender equality, and the
empowerment of women and girls. Thankempowerment of women and girls. Thank
you to Djibril Diallo, President & CEO of theyou to Djibril Diallo, President & CEO of the
African Renaissance and Diaspora Network,African Renaissance and Diaspora Network,
for the invitation.for the invitation.  



M4 CLIMATE 
CHANGE CHALLENEGE

Our M4's took on the M4 Climate Change
Challenge head-on! Students were given
real-world problems that they had to solve
which included flooding, finding alternative
energy sources, and finding new means for
water filtration.

Their experiments didn't stop there. Each
group performed live demonstrations with
the models that they built. They presented to
the Junior School and shared their findings
with other members of our UNIS community
as well. 

Congrats to all who participated!  
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UNIS 
TEACHER
FEATURE
TRUIKE BOEKHOLT

Not only is Truike a fantastic JS Music Teacher here at UNIS, but sheNot only is Truike a fantastic JS Music Teacher here at UNIS, but she
has made a huge difference abroad as well! She founded Children ofhas made a huge difference abroad as well! She founded Children of
the Ganges, a non-profit organization that focuses on providing FREEthe Ganges, a non-profit organization that focuses on providing FREE
education for children regardless of religion, caste, gender, or socialeducation for children regardless of religion, caste, gender, or social
status and promoting the qualities of kindness, compassion, ethicalstatus and promoting the qualities of kindness, compassion, ethical
behavior, and a sense of universal responsibility.behavior, and a sense of universal responsibility.

Since 2010 they have been offering free education to a mixture ofSince 2010 they have been offering free education to a mixture of
street and underprivileged children, ages 5-16, six days a week. Thestreet and underprivileged children, ages 5-16, six days a week. The
school teaches reading and writing in Hindi and English, computerschool teaches reading and writing in Hindi and English, computer
skills, social skills, art, music, meditation, and traditional Indian dance.skills, social skills, art, music, meditation, and traditional Indian dance.

She is hoping to build a school made out of "eco-bricks" which areShe is hoping to build a school made out of "eco-bricks" which are
bottles filled with inorganic material (like plastic garbage) and shebottles filled with inorganic material (like plastic garbage) and she
hopes to involve UNIS students through a service learning project thathopes to involve UNIS students through a service learning project that
would inform students about the school and get them to help to buildwould inform students about the school and get them to help to build
the school for a week.the school for a week.

Truike won numerous awards for her work through the UN and aTruike won numerous awards for her work through the UN and a
documentary " Journey to the Children of the Ganges" was justdocumentary " Journey to the Children of the Ganges" was just
released.released.

JS MUSIC SPECIALIST 

DEI COORDINATOR

Learn More about
Children of the Ganges

http://www.childrenoftheganges.com/
http://www.childrenoftheganges.com/
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Our Japanese departmentOur Japanese department
students celebrated the newstudents celebrated the new
year by making mochi andyear by making mochi and
practicing Japanesepracticing Japanese
calligraphy!calligraphy!  

While calligraphy is aWhile calligraphy is a
relaxing solo activity, therelaxing solo activity, the
group also experiencedgroup also experienced
community while theycommunity while they
cheered each other on whencheered each other on when
forming the mochi.forming the mochi.  

This is yet another coolThis is yet another cool
experience that makes aexperience that makes a
UNIS education so unique.UNIS education so unique.













Watch the show

https://vimeo.com/808690421
https://vimeo.com/808690421


Our student are loving the newOur student are loving the new
rooftop space! Since its opening itrooftop space! Since its opening it
has been full of soccer matches,has been full of soccer matches,
volleyball games and students justvolleyball games and students just
looking to catch some sunshine.looking to catch some sunshine.  





UNIS T3 student Elea Demetriou, who is a MUN club member and a fluentUNIS T3 student Elea Demetriou, who is a MUN club member and a fluent
French speaker, was invited to be on a panel focusing on Model UNFrench speaker, was invited to be on a panel focusing on Model UN
(Modèle Onu). The UN is launching a guide on Model UN in French as part(Modèle Onu). The UN is launching a guide on Model UN in French as part
of its celebration of of its celebration of la Journée de la langue françaisela Journée de la langue française..  

The event took place at the United Nations in the UN Bookshop on 21The event took place at the United Nations in the UN Bookshop on 21
March.March.    As a member of the panel, Elea shared insights about UNISAs a member of the panel, Elea shared insights about UNIS
students' experiences participating in Model UN, how it has impactedstudents' experiences participating in Model UN, how it has impacted
them, and why it is important. She answered questions from the audiencethem, and why it is important. She answered questions from the audience
receiving many rounds of applause.receiving many rounds of applause.  





The Consulate of Brazil and theThe Consulate of Brazil and the
Mission of Portugal to the UN-Mission of Portugal to the UN-
sponsored LUSOPHONE MUSIC ANDsponsored LUSOPHONE MUSIC AND
MOVES at UNIS! The afternoon wasMOVES at UNIS! The afternoon was
filled with the sounds of thefilled with the sounds of the
Portuguese guitar and was followedPortuguese guitar and was followed
by a Brazilian capoeira performance.by a Brazilian capoeira performance.
Members of our community joined inMembers of our community joined in
on the performance as well andon the performance as well and
enjoyed some enjoyed some brigadeirosbrigadeiros and  and pastéispastéis
de nata.de nata.    

UNIS has partnered with the MissionsUNIS has partnered with the Missions
of Portugal and Brazil for the past 4of Portugal and Brazil for the past 4
years to offer Portuguese After Schoolyears to offer Portuguese After School
classes for students in the threeclasses for students in the three
divisions.divisions.  

welcome to unis!
learning something new!

our community

joined in!





MLD PODCAST
united nations international school

THE 3RD EPISODE IS HERE!!!
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https://soundcloud.com/unisnyc/sets/unis-mld-podcast?si=1c04b4bbce844defa99bfc2832751a3a&utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing





https://www.facebook.com/UNISNY/
https://www.instagram.com/unisny/
https://www.linkedin.com/school/united-nations-international-school/
https://twitter.com/UNISNYC
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