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According to the Oral Health Needs Assessment, 
conducted by the Santa Barbara County Department 
of Public Health, the oral health status of caries and 
untreated caries for Kindergarten and third graders 
was not specifically measured. Although the OHNA 
did state that the oral health status of California is 
similar to the data presented at the national level. In 
2004, 54% of kindergarteners and 70% of third 
graders experienced dental caries with nearly one 
third of children presenting with untreated tooth 
decay (3). 

To further address the oral health needs of children 
in Santa Barbara County, assessments and 
screenings are routinely performed. Kindergarten 
oral health assessments (Kinder Assessment) are 
presented as one of the deliverables under 
Proposition 56 grant funding to local health 
jurisdictions (AB1433). As required by the state, 
schools and some community programs, such as 
Health Linkages, are responsible for carrying out the 
assessments. The data from the Kinder Assessment 
from 2012 to 2017 is shown below in Table 3.  

It can be seen that the percentage of students with 
untreated tooth decay has decreased from 12% in 
2012 to 6.7% in 2017, as measured by the Kinder 
Assessment (Table 3). Concurrently, the percentage 
of students waived due to financial burden or lack 
of access to a dentist has also decreased. The 
percentages for total eligible and not returned have 
remained fairly consistent over the last five years.  

Lack of access to dental care is a 
problem for many California 
children. Dental disease is one of 
the most common reasons for 
school absences and makes it hard 
for children to concentrate and 
learn. The kindergarten dental 
checkup requirement, AB 1433, 
signed into law in 2005, helps 
schools identify children suffering 
from untreated dental disease 
and helps parents establish a 
dental home for their children 
(13). 

Unfortunately, for the year 2017, 
about a two-thirds of parents and 
guardians within the Santa 
Barbara Community either 
submitted a waiver that releases 
them from this requirement or 
simply did not submit any 
document before their child 
enters school. Increasing the 
number of children entering 
school with the mandated 
assessment will be a great 
achievement within oral health in 
our community.  

KINDERGARTEN ORAL HEALTH 
ASSESSMENT 

BACKGROUND DATA 
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Table 3. AB 1433 Kinder Assessment Data, Santa Barbara County, 2012-2017 

The Federally Qualified Healthcare Centers (FQHC) that serve Santa Barbara County 
also provide dental health services to children. Table 4 shows the percent of children 
(ages 6 to 9) who required dental sealants on at least one of the four permanent 
molars. The 2017 data show that nearly half (44.8% and 52.9%) of all patients between 
the ages of 6 and 9 attending an oral assessment at both Community Health Centers 
and the Santa Barbara Neighborhood Clinics required a sealant (2). 

Table 4. Percent of Patients Aged 6-9 with Sealants to First Molars, 2017 

Year Total Eligible Return 
Assessment 

Untreated 
Decay 

Waived due 
to Financial 
Burden 

Waived due 
to Lack of 
Access 

Waived 
due to No 
Consent 

Not 
Returned 

2012 5245 42% 12% 0.7% 0.5% 2.4% 54% 
2013 5729 43% 13% 0.8% 0.5% 2% 52% 
2014 5770 48% 10% 3.4% 0.5% 2.5% 47% 
2015 5932 43% 8.0% 0.3% 0.2% 3.5% 51% 
2016 5364 39% 9.3% 0.4% 0.5% 3.8% 51% 
2017 5119 38% 6.7% 0.1% 0.3% 2.5% 58% 

Health Center Name Percentage of Patients 

Community Health Centers/Central Coast 44.8% 

Santa Barbara Neighborhood Clinics 52.9 % 

American Indian Health and Services 36.8% 

BACKGROUND DATA 
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Our mission is to 

improve the oral health 

of our community 

through the 

coordination and 

execution of 

comprehensive oral 

health prevention, 

identification, and 

restorative treatment 

program and services. 

MISSION Vision of the COHIP

Every Santa Barbara County 

community member will have 

access to quality oral health 

services to prevent and treat 

dental disease and advance their 

overall health and  

development.

❖ Oral Health is

Integral

❖ Preventive Efforts

❖ Long-term

Partnerships

❖ Oral Health

Education &

Services

❖ Outreach & Case

Management

❖ Routine & Health

Surveillance

GUIDING 

PRINCIPLES 

Santa Barbara Lighthouse, Santa Barbara (8) 
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In December 2018, the Santa Barbara County Public Health Department presented the 

OHNA findings to the Oral Health Advisory Committee. To prioritize identified oral 

health needs, the Oral Health Advisory Committee members reviewed OHNA data on  

each need, engaged in small discussions, and prioritized three major oral health needs 

in the community (2): 

• Access to care

• Oral health literacy and awareness

• Lack of comparable and consistent data

Access to Care 

Based on key informant interviews summarized in the OHNA, access to care was 

identified as one of the three priorities. Some of the issues identified were a distinct 

lack of Medi-Cal Dental providers in specialties like oral surgery and anesthesia, 

especially for young children under 18 years, geographical barriers, and operating 

hours for dental offices, status and cost. The OHNA found that 12% of the overall SBC 

population is uninsured and 61% of respondents stated that they could not afford 

dental care. 

Oral Health Literacy and Awareness 

In addition to barriers to care, there must be more awareness, education, and 

culturally competent oral health education resources available to all residents. While 

many community partners enlist their own educational materials and support, focus 

groups reported during the OHNA found there is no consistent oral health messaging 

throughout the county.  

Lack of Comparable and Consistent Data 

Finally, findings from the OHNA indicated there is a lack of oral health data in Santa 

Barbara County. Residents, community agencies and dental professionals explained 

there were no clear guidelines for consistent data collection or sufficient existing data. 

This is especially true for select age groups such as 12-17 years old, adults aged 21+ 

and the senior population 65+. 

COHIP PLANNING 

PROCESS 
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ACCESS TO CARE

SURVEILLANCE SYSTEMS

PREVENTION

LITERACY

CASE MANAGEMENT

KEY OBJECTIVES 
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Objective 
ONE 

ACCESS TO CARE: 
Improve access to care for the county’s most 
vulnerable residents in underserved areas. 

Strategies for Success: 
A. Increasing the percentage of low-

income children in target schools

who receive dental sealants on

their permanent molar teeth and

fluoride supplements.

B. Partnering with Federally Qualified
Health Centers (FQHCs) to develop
a referral system to dental
providers.

C. Convene meetings with community
partners to address barriers to care.
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SBCEO

Health
Linkages

Charity

Non-
Profit 

Agencies

Private 
Dentists

FQHC
Family 

Resource 
Centers 

Coalitions

Public 
Health

1. Community Action Commission of SBC Inc. 

2. Cottage Health

3. Cornelia M Moore Free Dental Foundation

4. First 5 Santa Barbara County

5. Lompoc Valley Community Healthcare

Organization

6. Tri-Counties Regional Center

7. SB St. Medicine-Doctors Without Walls

8. Santa Barbara County Education Office

a. Children & Family Resource

Services

i. Health Linkages

9. Area Agency on Aging (Central Coast

Commission for Senior Citizens)

10. SB Ventura County Dental Society

1. Nutrition Services SBC PHD

a. Women, Infant & Children (WIC)

b. CalFresh Healthy Living

2. Maternal Child Adolescent Health

(MCAH)

3. Child Health & Disability Prevention

Program (CHDP)

4. Tobacco Prevention Program (TPP) SBC

PHD

1. Catholic

Charities

Of SBC

2. The Cecilia

Fund

1. Dr. Jean

Seamount

2. Dr. Scott R.

Harper

3. Dentistry for

Children Santa

Maria

1. Early Childhood

and Family

Wellness

Coalition

2. Promotores

Network

3. Community

Health

Initiative of SB

(CHISB)

4. Children’s Oral

Health

Initiative

1. Isla Vista Youth Project (IVYP)

2. People Helping People

3. Family Service Agency (FSA)

a. Dorothy Jackson Family Resource Center (DJFRC)

b. Little House by the Park

c. Santa Maria Healthy Start

d. Carpinteria Children’s Project

e. Cuyama Valley Family Resource Center

1. American Indian Health &

Services

2. Santa Barbara Health Care

Centers PH Dept. SBC

3. Santa Barbara

Neighborhood Clinics

(SBNC) Eastside Dental

Clinic

4. Community Health Centers

of the Central Coast Inc.

(CHC)

5. Santa Ynez Tribal Health

Clinic (SYTHC) 

APPENDIX A 

ORAL HEALTH ASSET MAP 
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APPENDIX B 

COUNTY ORAL HEALTH SURVEY
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Oral Health Survey 

Zip Code where you live:  2015 Vision y Compromiso Annual Conference 

Name of Agency you work or 

volunteer for:  

Type of Agency you work or volunteer for: 

Health Services  Social Services  Government  School    

Advocacy  Education  Other______________________________ 

Do you have a dentist? Yes    No   Do you have dental insurance? Yes  No 

Do you have children under the age of 18?     Yes  No  

Does your child(ren) have a dentist?  Yes   No    

Does your child(ren) have dental insurance?  Yes   No  

How important is oral health to you?  

Very important  Important  Not so important  Not important at all 

When was the last time you went to the dentist? 

0-6 months   6-12 months    1-3 years   3-5 years    More than 5 years    Never

Pick the top three reasons using 1, 2, 3 why the Latino Community may not prioritize oral 

health. 

 Health problems       Can’t take time off from work to go to the dentist 

 No dentist       Fear of dentists 

 No dental insurance        Fear of pain 

 No childcare        Dental health can wait 

 Dentist doesn’t speak my language      Can’t afford dental ca re 

 No dental clinics near home          Other ________________________________ 

Have you participated in any training about oral health? Yes    No  

How often do you talk about oral health with community members? 

Not at all     Sometimes   Frequently   All of the time 

Could oral health messages be integrated into the work you do? Yes    No     Not sure 

APPENDIX C 

PROMOTORES SURVEY 
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What would be the best way to integrate oral health messages?  Mark all that apply 

Receive training with specific messages to use                            Advocate for improved dental services    
Receive training on how to integrate messages into your work    Promote Denti-Cal enrollment 
Use flyers or handouts with basic information and/or pictures      Demonstrate good oral health practices 
Refer community members to dentists/dental clinics                    Share statistics about oral health 
Other________________________________________________________________ 

How willing would you be to participate in efforts to raise awareness in your community 

about oral health?  

Yes! Sign me up!     Interested, but I don’t have the time       Not Interested 

Name:_______________________________________Telephone:_______________________________________  

Email:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

What would you be willing to do?  Mark all that apply 

 Come to a meeting to brainstorm ideas     Participate on an Advisory Committee 
 Share information about oral health with the community     Share your own oral health story   
 Recruit community members to get involved     Other: 
___________________________________________ 
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APPENDIX D 

DENTAL PROVIDER SURVEY 
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APPENDIX E 

MIGRANT EDUCATION 

TEACHER SURVEY 
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APPENDIX F 

FOCUS GROUP QUESTIONS 
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Key Informant Interviews 

Dates: March– May 2018 

Interviews: 

1. Dr. Sam Burg (Dentistry for Children of Santa Maria)

2. Dawn Dunn (Tobacco Prevention Program)

3. Trina Long (Nutrition and Obesity Prevention Program)

4. MaryEllen Rehse (SBCEO: Health Linkages – Children’s Oral Health Program)

5. Arcelia Sencion (Santa Ynez Valley: People Helping People)

6. Scott Black (American Indian Health and Services – Executive Director)

7. Dr. Alice Huang (American Indian Health and Services – Dental Director)

8. Joyce Ellen Lippman (Area Agency on Aging)

9. Dr. Rea Goumas (Child Health & Disability Prevention Program – Healthcare Clinics)

10. Dr. Domenic Caluori (Santa Barbara Neighborhood Clinics – Chief Dental Officer)

11. Elly Bible (Parish Nurse – Catholic Charities/Cottage Health)

12. Nikki Rickard (Dental Coordinator – the Cecilia Fund)

13. Matt Sumethasorn (Santa Barbara Street Medicine - Volunteer)

14. Caitlin Dunn (Healthcare for the Homeless Program – Public Health Nurse)

15. Elvira Marin (Unity Shoppe – Non-profit Director)

16. Dr. Stefanie Lopez (Dentist - Private Practice)

17. Dr. Malia Johnson (Community Healthcare Centers of the Central Coast (CHC) –

(Dental Director)

18. Dr. Joseph Mercardante (Brush! Brush! Brush! Program (CHC) – Dentist

APPENDIX G 

KEY INFORMANT INTERVIEWS 
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APPENDIX H 

DENTISTS ACCEPTING NEW 

 PATIENTS 
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