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Championships, but the top five runners from Fr. Tolton 
Catholic High School were a tick faster. 
  
Head Coach Kyle Davis said, “How great of a program do we 
have if we’re disappointed in taking second place?” Vaughn 
says, “I think there could have been little things done by 
everyone, pick up (pass) a person here and there.” Vance says 
he still gets upset if he spends time thinking about the 
race.  Yet his words are delivered flatly, without emotion.  It’s 
as if he’s squirreling away an acorn of motivation for the cold 
winter months ahead.  In his next breath, the senior talks about 

his new goals during the spring track season, 
like running the 800 in 1:55 and the mile 
under 4:20.  
  
On the girls’ team is his sister, senior Raven 
Vance.  She was the 23rd fastest on race day 
as the Lady Blackcats finished eighth out of 
the 16 teams that qualified for the 
race.   When asked why she started running 
cross country in middle school she replied, 
“(Coach) Jim Kasten told me to.”  That 
suggestion turned into a lifestyle.  She won’t 
be on a team next year in college, but she will 
always be a runner. 
  
While the Vance siblings will be missed, 
plenty of talent will return next year.  Most of 
the athletes pictured will consistently beat 
their personal best by 30 seconds or more 
next season.  Their quest to return to the 
stage is underway.  You can see it every day 
on the sidewalks and roads throughout the 
Dunklin R-5 School District. 

They started running again.  A week after placing second in the 
Class 3 State Championships, these road warriors are back at 
it.  Junior Sam Vaughn says, “It’s all about the off-
season.”  Senior Keith Vance says, “If you don’t train in the 
offseason, you’re not going to be good when it comes time to 
race.”  Vance and Vaughn rounded the 5k (3.1 miles) cross 
country course at Gans Creek in Columbia in 16:40 and 16:50, 
respectively.  On their heels was sophomore Nate Wright at 
16:59.  All three were awarded medals for finishing in the top 
25.  The speedsters hoped for back-to-back Class 3 State 

Pictured: Coaches Aimie Marshall, Stephanie Greenlee, Ellen Enghauser, athletes Josh Diebold, Tye Greenlee, Ethan Weimar, 
Nathan Clampet, Liam Piet, Joe Stahl, Sam Vaughn, Keith Vance, Nate Wright, Damian Luther, Braiden Schenewerk, Landon Boyer, 
Ethan Grosbauer, Ashton Parrish, Brandon Marshall, Coaches Lance Hyde, Jim Kasten, Riley Blair, and Kyle Davis. 
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It is hard to believe that Thanksgiving has already come and gone. It 
was a great time for all of us to reflect and be grateful for all we 
have. The board hopes everyone had a safe and relaxing holiday 
filled with many blessings.  
 
Time flies and one-third of the school year is over! The fall sports 
and activities at the high and middle schools have been so much fun 
to follow with all their successes and accomplishments. It has been 
enjoyable to watch the elementary school and all their exciting 
learning activities and the Leader In Me program. Following the early 
childhood students with their learning themes and events fills our 
hearts with smiles. We are so thankful for our teachers, coaches, 
activity sponsors, and staff that work countless hours to provide our 
students with so many wonderful opportunities at Dunklin R5 from 
pre-K through high school. 
 
 The board will be even more active than usual after the first of the 
year. We approved placing a 13.5 million dollar, No Tax Increase 
bond issue on the April 23, 2022, ballot at the November board 
meeting. There is a long list of needs and wants projects to make 
improvements at each educational building in the district. These 
projects will need to be prioritized with community input. Decisions 
are not board-only decisions but a partnership with our community. 
We will invite the community to meetings and discussions to help set 

those priorities after the holidays. Your help will be needed to serve 
on committees to help us inform patrons of the importance of these 
projects through creating written materials, signs, media information, 
and of course–getting everyone out to vote! 
 
The board is looking forward to watching our students grow through 
all the opportunities offered to them during the winter season. We 
look forward to meeting with you and getting input at our 
brainstorming sessions. We are confident when the Dunklin R5 
Community hears of all the impactful projects that are being 
proposed, the Blackcat Pride will shine with support for the bond 
issue. 
 
We are wishing you and yours a safe and Merry Holiday season 
filled with good health and more happiness and memories than you 
can imagine. 

 
With Blackcat Pride, 

Susan Hartmann, President, 
and the Dunklin R5 Board 

During this special time of the year, I wanted to take a moment 
to wish each of our Blackcat Families and friends a very Happy 
Holiday Season. My wish is for each of you to enjoy time with 
family and friends while making memories that last a lifetime.   
 
Legacy Group is a new initiative for community members that 
are 55 years of age and older. We want to provide you with a 
lifetime pass to all Dunklin R-5 home events. These 
persona l ized  passes  can  be requested by 
emailing cfreeman@dunklin.k12.mo.us or calling 636-479-5200 
extension 7001. Please let me know if you participated in any 
sports or activities, as this will help us personalize your pass.   

 
The Herculaneum High School Boys Cross Country Team took 
second place in the state class 3 cross country meet this year. 
Our Band, Choir, Cheerleaders, Dance, Softball Girls Cross 
Country, and Football team have also had a great start to the 
2022-2023 school year. We are so proud of these students and 
their accomplishments during the Fall season.   
 
During the November Board of Education meeting, the Dunklin 
R-5 Board of Education approved placing a $13.5 million No 
Tax Rate Increase bond issue called “Proposition S” on the 
April 2023 ballot. If Prop S is approved, your property tax rate 
will remain the same, but we’ll be able to make several 
improvements to our schools. The possible projects include: 
Safe and Secure entrances at Pevely Elementary and Senn 
Thomas Middle School, a new High School competitive gym 
with a storm shelter, theater lighting, sound upgrades, and a 
turf football field. In addition, the district will be able to improve, 
renovate, furnish, and equip new and existing school facilities. 
Secure school buildings, space to grow, district pride, fiscal 
responsibility, and the same tax rate for a better district is a win 

for the entire Dunklin R-5 School District. We have a very 
supportive community, and this is another chance for us to 
showcase this overwhelming community support which is key 
for a successful school district. After the holidays, I will meet 
with teachers and community groups to ensure everyone is 
informed of this amazing opportunity for our students and 
community. 
 
Please see the official Ballot Language Below.   

 
PROPOSITION S 

Shall the Board of Education of the Dunklin R-V School 
District of Jefferson County, Missouri borrow money and issue 
its general obligation bonds in the amount of $13,500,000 to 
acquire, construct, improve, renovate, furnish, and equip new 
and existing school facilities, including the Taylor Early 
Childhood Center, Pevely Elementary, Senn-Thomas Middle 
School and Herculaneum High School buildings? Projects 
may include but are not limited to the construction of secured 
entryways and installation of security upgrades at the 
elementary school and middle school, and the construction of 
a high school gym with a storm shelter. If this proposition is 
approved, the adjusted debt service levy of the school district 
is estimated to remain unchanged at the current levy of 
$0.9500 per one hundred dollars of assessed valuation of real 
and personal property. 
 
Visit our website at www.dunklin.k12.mo.us for the latest 
updated information. Follow us on Facebook at Dunklin R5 
School District, and follow me on Twitter at @DrClintFreeman. 
Have a great holiday season. 

Dr. Clint Freeman, Superintendent of Schools 
 

mailto:cfreeman@dunklin.k12.mo.us
http://www.dunklin.k12.mo.us/
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Board Meetings are Open to the Public 

The Dunklin R-5 Board of Education meets on a regular basis on the third Tuesday of each month. 
The meetings are held at 7:00 pm. Check the website for the location. The meetings are open to 
the public. Patrons may view agendas and items from the meetings by going to our website 
www.dunklin.k12.mo.us, clicking on the About Us, and then Board of Education. 

It was a success and they are already planning for next 
year.  The Senn-Thomas Fall Festival took place the Saturday 
before Thanksgiving with a gym full of games and 
vendors.  The band room became a gaming room.  Two 
classrooms showed movies, and popcorn was available to 
everyone. Board games were spread throughout the library, 
including a giant Jenga tower and a waist-high Connect 
Four.  There were so many activities they handed out maps at 
the entrance. 
  
Dr. Tracy Lewis wanted to welcome families back into the 
building after all the COVID restrictions.  The middle school 
principal took the idea to her Leadership Team.  She says, “I 
was thinking of a low-key evening event, but they had other 
ideas.”  The teachers decided a family-friendly fall festival 
would be fun for everyone. 
  
One popular activity involved painting a winter 
scene.  Participants had to buy the canvas, but everything else 
was provided.  Art Teacher Samantha Boever talked the room 
through each brush stroke while her hand movements were 
projected onto a screen.  There were two sessions during the 
four-hour festival, and everyone got to take home their artwork. 
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Pictured: 
Festivalgoers 
try their hand  
at painting. 
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The simplicity of the idea undercuts its tremendous value.  Bring 
together student leaders in high school with elementary 
students who could use a little more support.  Blackcat Buddies 
was suspended for two years because of the pandemic, but it’s 
back to the delight of everyone involved.  The counselors at 
Pevely chose the elementary students that might benefit the 
most.  They may talk too much in class, or they’re timid.  They 
may have trouble following directions or need a little motivation.  
  
Senior Belle Milojevic says her buddy was really shy at the 
beginning and a little rough around the edges, but that changed 
after a couple of meetings.  She says, “We are now getting 
along, and he calls me his friend, and he tells his classmates to 
come meet my friend Belle.”  Milojevic figured out her first-
grader quickly.  She says, “He likes attention but doesn’t know 
how to ask for it, but I can give it to him in the right way.  He 
doesn’t have to misbehave to get it.” 
  
Sophomore Gabe Moore says, “It reminds me of when I was in 
first grade, and I think it’s pretty cool and just giving the tips on 
how to get through it.  He likes superheroes a lot, and that’s a 
topic I enjoy talking about, so I use that to 
communicate.”  Senior Ella Hoskins loves her buddy.  She says, 
“I look forward to seeing Mattie, and she always tells me how 
excited she is to see me and that she always waits for me.  I 
feel like an older sister to her.  She made me a bracelet last 
time, so that made my day.” 
  
Sophomore Jill Jarvis says she normally wouldn’t go out of her 
way to talk to little kids, but her buddy is special.   “I’m very shy, 
and sometimes I might not talk because I don’t know what to 
say or I haven’t really met you,” the little girl told Jarvis.  That 
didn’t last, as Jarvis took the time to get to know her buddy and 

get her out of her comfort zone.  These little transformations 
happen frequently.  
  
The high school students participating are in student council 
and are taking a leadership class.  With guidance, they 
prepare activities designed to help their little friends.  Pevely 
School Counselor Jessica Rekate says, “Our students really 
look forward to meeting with their buddies.  The excitement of 
meeting with a special person carries over into the work the 
elementary students are putting into the activities that the high 
school students have prepared.” 
  
First Grade Teacher Brittney Marshall says, “My students eat 
lunch with their Blackcat Buddy, and one of my students told 
me that her buddy wants her to be good in class and listen to 
her teacher.  It has helped so much already.  I wish the high 
school buddy could come every day!” 
 

Pictured: Gabe Moore 
meets with his Blackcat 
Buddy.  



Pictured: NHS Historian Carmen Weier, Vice President Haley Smith, Natalia Garrett, Jaden Pollard, Sam Vaughn, Jillian Jarvis, Abigail 
Smith, Shruthi Reed, Cameron Wadlow, Natalie Pennycook, Lily Leaman, Lillian Jenkins, NHS Secretary Jerzey Pilliard, NHS 
Treasurer Tori Glaze, and NHS President Abigail Lamb. 
 
 
 
  
 
Herculaneum High School’s National Honor Society welcomed ten new members during a ceremony in the Dunklin R-5 Theatre.  The 
organization has been active this fall by participating in the Herculaneum Veterans Day ceremony, helping with the Taylor Festival, 
providing candy for the police department’s Truck or Treat, and working the Herculaneum Fire Department Rally.  The high school 
library was getting rid of hundreds of books and offered them to students and staff.  There were still numerous titles left over.  After a 
few calls, they learned Scenic Nursing and Rehabilitation Center was interested in getting new books.  Soon their residents got a visit 
from several NHS members as they delivered seven carloads of books.  Currently, NHS members are gearing up for the holiday 
season by organizing spirit week, decorating the school, and adopting a local family to provide food and toys for Christmas. 

While the football teams went to battle, striving for dominance over their rival, an unexpected show of unity occurred at halftime.  The 
Bayless Broncos and Herculaneum Blackcats each have a dance team that performed together at Dugan Memorial Field.  To the 
crowd’s delight, the colorful dance troupe smiled their way through a fun routine.  It was a subtle reminder that the students with pom-
poms and those with helmets were just high school kids making memories. 
  
The Blackcat Dance Team knew of the Bayless Bronchettes because they are in the same category during competitions.  Senior 
Carmen Weier says, “They are really nice girls.  I’ve never talked to them one on one before.”  While the idea was positive, the logistics 
were a challenge.  Junior Anna Fehr says, “We didn’t practice with them at all.  We had a practice planned out, and it just didn’t end up 
happening.”  Coach Courtney Stenzhorn went to Bayless High School to teach the Bronchettes the routine, but the teams didn’t come 
together until the evening of the performance.  She says, “We practiced together an hour before the game.”  
  
While the dancers didn’t know each other, the coaches have a long history.  Stenzhorn went to high school with their coach, Shannon 
Ulrich.  That connection led to forming one large dance team.  Weier says, “It was a way to bring us together to have a good 
time.”  Fehr says, “It ended up going a lot better than we expected.”  Next year, the Bronchettes will teach the Blackcat Dance Team a 
routine to perform during halftime when Bayless hosts Herculaneum. 
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Herculaneum esports team participated in a competition at 
Southeast Missouri State University.  These unknown high school 
gamers from Herculaneum effectively planted the Blackcat flag to 
announce their arrival in the virtual world of esports.  
 
In the college arena, there were rows and rows of computers set up 
for the teams.  Jack Shadowens says, “We were all a little nervous 
when we got there because we’ve never done anything like 
that.”  Matt King says, “You could see them.  You could see your 
competition.  It was way different.” Soon the computers came to life, 
competitors put on their headsets, and they were off.  Payne 
Hawkins says, “We were always talking to each other, like telling 
each other what to do.”  Game after game, Herculaneum was 
racking up victories.”  It didn’t surprise Steven Stenzhorn.  He 
entered the competition with confidence, knowing they could 
triumph.  He says, “Teamwork is how you win games.” When only a 
handful of teams were left in the competition, the crowds got 
larger.  Drew Helms says, “We got a lot of weird looks and questions 
about if we were a team that wasn’t registered for a while… if we 
were actually a one-year team.” 
  
SEMO had some members of their college esports team provide play
-by-play as the electronic games unfolded.  They admired the 
Blackcats’ skill and strategy, eventually saying, “I’ve got to meet 
these players from Herky!”  Among the 25 schools that participated, 
Herculaneum took second place in playing Rocket League as well as 
Overwatch.  Hawkins says, “We are definitely in the top tier for 
competition in high school esports.”  King says, “We got beaten by 
Fox, but we’ll be doing more tournaments where we will face them 
again.”  Herculaneum has always been competitive on a track, field, 
or court.  We can now add the virtual world to that list. 
 

Pictured: MSHSAA Assistant Executive Director Lou Mazzocco and 
Cross County Coach Kyle Davis 
 
Herculaneum High School’s Cross Country Coach Kyle Davis was 
named “Coach of the Year” by the Missouri  State High School 
Activities Association and the National Federation of State High 
School Associations.  It’s so rare that Davis didn’t know anything 
about the award.  Only one boys cross country coach in Missouri is 
chosen for the honor.  The sport has six classes, resulting in six state 
champs, so that alone won’t bring the plaque to your doorstep. 
  
One week Davis was asked to attend a Friday night football 
game.  He expected Activities Director Jason Gillman to present him 

with some minor award as a half-time filler.  Then Davis saw 
MSHAA’s Assistant Executive Director Lou Mazzocco.  As a state 
official responsible for football, cross country, and track, Davis 
wondered what Mr. Gillman did to cause Mazzocco to show 
up.  Davis says, “I did not know until I walked out to the 50-yard 
line.”  The announcer started talking about the highest honor you can 
receive as a high school coach.  Mr. Mazzocco walked onto the 
grass field to present the honor.  Soon they were shaking hands 
during the surreal moment.  Davis says, “It’s really cool.  It’s an 
awesome honor.  I honestly didn’t know that MSHSAA gave anything 
like that.  That’s how unfamiliar I was with it.” 
  
Over the next few days, as the excitement faded, the meaning began 
to grow.  Davis says, “You know, education is hard.  It’s a hard field.” 
As word spread of the honor, alums started contacting Davis.  Some 
former runners hadn’t spoken to their high school coach in 
years.  Davis says, “It gave me a sense of – a renewed kind of 
purpose that it’s worth it.  It’s worth it to do this.”  
  
Davis appreciates the history of the cross country program at 
Herculaneum High School.  He says, “The tradition is fuel.  It’s fuel to 
me.  I didn’t create it.  I just keep it going.” This fall, the boys’ team 
took second place in the Class 3 State Championship, and the girls’ 
team finished eighth among the teams that qualified.  Both teams 
have several runners returning next year. 
  
The future of the program can be seen at the middle school.  Davis 
is well aware of the talent at Senn-Thomas.  He says the girls have 
solid numbers, and that group has the potential to do something 
special.  The boys have fewer numbers, but Davis sees them as 
being very productive as they get older.  Before a fun run at 
Herculaneum City Park, a slim 6th-grader, whose personality is too 
big for his body, bragged that he was going to run like Sam 
Vaughn.  When 6th-graders at the middle school know the names of 
varsity runners at the high school, it’s obvious that the cross country 
program has roots. 
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Pictured: Front Row: Mitch Hille  Second Row: Jackson Goodwin, 
Lucas Bach, Matt King Back Row: Wyatt Herman, Michael Similey, 
Tyler Hill, Belle Bean, Rowdy Redhawk, Steven Stenzhorn, Nerick 
Stricklin, Riley Cox 
 

On the same day that the boy’s cross country team competed in the 
state championship, and the football team fell short during a district 
semifinal game, another team was impacting their sport. The 
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This year’s Emerson Excellence in Teaching Award goes to Physical Education 
Teacher Audrey Meda.  She says, “I’m honored and humbled that I was even 
nominated.”  The alumna remembers being a student in the same gym where 
she teaches at Pevely Elementary School.  Meda was a 1983 State Champion 
Track Team member at Herculaneum High School and played volleyball at 
North Alabama.  She was teaching in the Carolinas when her husband landed a 
job at Scott Air Force Base.  They moved back to Missouri, and she was hired at 
Herculaneum High School.  In addition to her teaching duties, she spent the first 
15 years at Dunklin coaching one or more sports. 

Watching Meda with her elementary students, pitching a kickball game while 
reviewing the rules between plays, you’d say she was a wonderful mix of 
patience and youthful energy.  In some ways, it defies logic, but she says, “I’m 
such I’m a type A personality.  I’m always ready to come back after 
Christmas.  I’m always ready to come back after summer vacation.  I love what I 
do; I really do.  I’m just not ready to hang it up.”  Meda is by no means old, but 
the median age of Missouri teachers is only 38, so by comparison, she has 
plenty of experience. 

Meda is almost bashful when it comes to being praised, but she will stand up for 
her specialty.  She believes teachers who work in a gym instead of a classroom 
are often overlooked.  She says, “I feel like what we’re doing as physical 
education teachers has a direct impact on all the other classes.”  Meda argues 
that healthy students are more likely to do their math or reading 
assignments.  She says, “It all starts here.”  

Principal Katie Dunlap says there is more of a crossover between gym class and 
traditional studies than you might think.  “It is not uncommon to hear students in 
Coach Meda’s class solving multiplication facts during a team building game in 
the gym as they work towards a common goal or reading site words around the 
gym to score more points,” says Dunlap.  

As the Dunklin R-5 School District’s Emerson award winner, Meda will attend a 
banquet in St. Louis and be gifted a crystal apple by Tiffany. 

Pictured: Superintendent Clint Freeman, Audrey Meda, and 
Assistant Superintendent Joe Willis. 

meager savings and a barbecue fundraiser allowed for the purchase of 
books.  She would be the first in her family to graduate college. 

 She began her career teaching science in the Fox School District.  During her 
morning commute, Hill heard a radio interview that changed her career 
trajectory.  The United States military needed educators overseas to teach the 
children of service members.  Hill was soon headed to Bermuda for her first 
teaching assignment.  That was followed by Portugal, Germany, Iceland, 
Okinawa, Japan, Canada, and several cities across England.  By then, Hill was 
working as an assistant principal and business manager.  She says, “It was all 
because of “Govey” calling the president of Southeast Missouri State and 
getting me a place down there.  I never will forget that.”  There is a delightful 
memoir penned by Hill named Shout Gratitude!  The Life of Barbara Hill. 

Growing up, everyone in the Thomas family played golf.  However, most 
evenings, he and his brother would shoot hoops.  He says, “There was nothing 
on television because we didn’t have a television.”  His promotion to the varsity 
basketball team happened halfway through his freshman season.  The center 
was injured, so they called upon the tall, red-headed kid to take his place.  Over 
time, Thomas became dominant on the court, scoring 2,106 points before 
graduating in 1965.  The Blackcat was selected First Team All-State as a junior 
and senior.  

Thomas earned a four-year basketball scholarship to Oklahoma State 
University.  The coach there wanted a good defensive team.  He says, “We 
could have a three-hour practice, and we wouldn’t touch the ball for two or two 
and half hours.”  It wasn’t fun anymore.  Fortunately, Thomas also played golf 
for the Okies as a walk-on.  He transferred his basketball scholarship to a golf 
scholarship and graduated in 1969.  A year later, he had a master’s degree from 
the same institution in economics and finance.  For the next 30 years, he 
worked in the home office of General American Life Insurance Company, 
retiring in 2001.  Along the way, Thomas married Catherine Bond, and they had 
three children; Elizabeth, Rachael, and Matthew. 

 

A humble teacher and a star athlete have joined the list of legends in the 
Blackcat Hall of Fame.  Alumna Barbara Hill was voted “Best Athlete” by her 
classmates, but teaching was her calling.  Alumnus Bruce Thomas was vice 
president of the National Honor Society but was known as a gifted athlete.  Their 
accomplishments were celebrated during this fall’s induction ceremony into the 
Blackcat Hall of Fame. 

 Hill credits her career to a phone call and a car ride.  Growing up, she got a job 
working in the St. Joseph Lead Company cafeteria for 35 cents an hour.  She 
was 13 years old at the time and would continue through high school.  While 
serving meals, she met Walter Govreau, an electrician who also served on the 
board of education.  Knowing that Hill wanted to go to college, Govreau offered 
to give her a ride to Southeast Missouri State.  She was intelligent, graduating 
fifth in her class in 1957, but there was no money for college.  He said they 
would work it out.  Govreau called and made an appointment with the college 
president and got Hill a job in a dorm cafeteria to cover her room and board.  Her 
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Veterans were honored the second week in November with a 
concert at Pevely Elementary School, breakfast at Senn-
Thomas Middle school, and a reverse parade leading to 
Herculaneum High School.  That’s where another 
performance took place in the Dunklin R-5 Theatre featuring 
the band, choir, and a guest speaker.  Hundreds of students 
from every building were involved in the celebrations. 
 

Congratulations to Mrs. Andrea Medley, who was recognized as an Unsung 
Hero during the Missouri State Teachers Association's conference.  It's a 
way to spotlight members for their contribution to the MSTA.  

The National Honor Society's blood drive was a success.  They surpassed 
their goal of 35, collecting a total of 44 units of blood.  

We had a fantastic Thanksgiving Food Drive, providing meals to over 30 
local families!  Thanks to our high school students, their families, community 
donors, HHS Student Council, and Bright  Futures for your support..  

Two showcase events are taking place in February.  We are hosting the 
River Summit on Friday, February 17th.  It's a combined Professional 
Development Day for several districts.  The following Monday, we'll host the 
State of the County in Robinson Gymnasium.  

Pevely's Family Friday Reading will return on January 27th and February 
24th.  It's a chance for parents or guardians to visit the school and read to 
their child from 9:30 a.m. to 10 a.m. 

The Fall Play is Friday and Saturday at 7 p.m.  Elf Jr. is based on the popular 
movie.  

Don't miss the high school's Choir Concert on December 14th and Winter 
Band Concert on  December 18th.  

Congratulations to Senn-Thomas Principal Tracy Lewis for earning her 
doctorate degree in Educational Leadership.  Dr. Lewis joins an exclusive 
club that includes Dr. Clint Freeman, Dr. Joe Willis, and Dr. Amanda Britain. 

Winter Break: 

Students will be released early Wednesday, December 21st.  Classes will 
resume on Wednesday, January 4th. 

Matt Lichtenstein 
Communications Director 

 

 


