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Meaning and 
Context for State 

ELA/Literacy 
Assessments and 
Score Descriptors 

1. SMARTER Balanced: 
structure and reporting

2. Comparing former                 
standardized tests to 
new expectations

3.  Sample items

Pause:  Literacy Scores…???? 

When you hear: “xx% of our 
students are meeting 
standard in 
ELA/literacy,”

What does that mean to you?
How do you define ELA/literacy?  

Results from assessment instruments 
are used to make CLAIMS about 

what students know and are able to do 

CONTENT Instrument
Quantitative Measure

Performance descriptor
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Results from assessment instruments are 
used to make CLAIMS about 

what students know and are able to do 

Quantitative scores are translated into 
qualitative descriptors of performance, 

intended to describe achievement
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Source: https://caaspp-elpac.cde.ca.gov/

Individual 
Claims 

(Area Achievement            
Level Descriptors)

Above Standard

Near Standard

Below Standard

READING (2019)

CaliforniaSB County

Pause:  Literacy Scores…???? 

When you hear: “xx% of our 
students are meeting 
standard in ELA/ literacy,”

What does that mean to you?
What do you think students are  
being asked to do?  

CONTENT

Instruments

CA State Assessments for Literacy

1998 CA ELA 
Standards

CA Common Core 
State Standards for 

Literacy (2010 )

CST: CA Standards 
Test ELA (2003 - 2014) 

Grades 2-11

SMARTER Balanced 
Summative Literacy 

Assessment 
(2015 - present) 

Grades 3-8,11

CAHSEE(2002 - 2015) 
HS graduation requirement 

FormerCurrent



OLD CAHSEE - CA High School Exit Exam
Reading/ ELA   (former)

All HS Sophomores used to take it; Graduation Requirement. 

Based on the 1998 ELA 8th and 10th grade standards
The ELA portion had 80 multiple choice questions and 1-2 essays
Reading passages: most were approximately 250 - 800 words
MC: 4 responses: A, B,C,D; No penalty for guessing
60% correct to pass

By 2010, 81% of 10th graders passed on the first try.
Suspended in 2015 

OLD CAHSEE - CA High School Exit Exam
Reading Old Sample Items for High School 

Identify the Genre

Source: https://www.csusb.edu/sites/default/files/CAHSEE%20SAMPLE%20QUESTION%20%281%29.pdf

OLD CAHSEE - CA High School Exit Exam
Reading Old Sample Items for High School 

Conflict/Plot

OLD CAHSEE - CA High School Exit Exam
Reading Old Sample Items for High School 

Character Trait

https://www.csusb.edu/sites/default/files/CAHSEE%20SAMPLE%20QUESTION%20%281%29.pdf


OLD CST - CA High Standards Test
Reading Old Sample Items for 3rd grade 

Short piece of 

text

4 option multiple choice

Basic 
Comprehension

Source: 2007 CDE Released Test Questions 
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Reading Standards are 
Assessed in Reading & 

Research/Inquiry

3rd grade Research and Inquiry
Sample item 211997

3rd grade Research and InquiryRI
Sample item 211997
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Task for after reading

Instructions and 2 articles

https://sampleitems.smarterbalanced.org/Item/200-211997?&isaap=TDS_SCNotepad;TDS_WL_Glossary;TDS_Highlight1;TDS_ExpandablePassages1;TDS_GN1;TDS_ST1;TDS_PS_L0;TDS_CC0;TDS_Masking0;ENU;TDS_ILG0;TDS_BT0;TDS_SLM0;TDS_TTS0;
https://sampleitems.smarterbalanced.org/Item/200-211997?&isaap=TDS_SCNotepad;TDS_WL_Glossary;TDS_Highlight1;TDS_ExpandablePassages1;TDS_GN1;TDS_ST1;TDS_PS_L0;TDS_CC0;TDS_Masking0;ENU;TDS_ILG0;TDS_BT0;TDS_SLM0;TDS_TTS0;


Some elements of the READING
● Length of Passages (1017 words)
● Sentence Complexity
● Reading level (Flesch-Kincaid) is 4.5
● Background knowledge  - gravity, 

scuba, circulation of blood and body 
systems, etc.

● Language Demands of the 
Instructions; Shift in POV

● Computer Scrolling

3rd grade
 

The TASKS for 
3rd Graders after 

Reading

27 
possibilities

Generate 
and Cite 
Evidence

Translate information into Narrative text 

Go to the Site: https://sampleitems.smarterbalanced.org/BrowseItems 

Ellen Barger
Assistant Superintendent, C&I

THANK YOU!!!   

https://sampleitems.smarterbalanced.org/BrowseItems

