






FAIRVIEW ELEMENTARY STUDENTS HONOR 
SCHOOL DIRECTORS

Students from Fairview Elementary 
School honored the Fox Chapel 
Area Board of School Directors 
in January in observance of 

School Director Recognition Month. 
�e Fairview Elementary Student 
Government members produced a video 
to show appreciation of their dedication 
and hard work.

Among other things, the students 
pointed out that the school board 
members enable the district to o�er 
enrichment and a�er-school activities, 
provide resources and materials to 
help students learn and play, and set an 
example of service for others.

• “Fox Chapel students have 
opportunities to participate in many 
activities beyond the school day and 
school walls,” said ��h-grader Linden Trac.

• “You model generosity by supporting fundraisers, charities, 
and members of our community. You lead by example in 
helping us learn how important it is to help each other,” ��h-
grade student Maya Vyas told the board.

• “You care about the students. You listen to everyone’s ideas 
and opinions and try to make changes for the better. You also 
want to know what kinds of activities and accomplishments 
the students have so you can celebrate with us,” said fourth-
grader Alaina King.

• “You �nd the best teachers so we can take part in fun and 
engaging learning activities,” ��h-grade student Matthew 
Bartolacci said.

• “You help us build a better community. You instill values like 
cooperation, kindness, hard work, and togetherness,” said 
��h-grader Sydney Moyer.

• “We want to thank you for donating your time, energy, and 
e�orts. We know you spend a lot of time meeting and working 
behind the scenes to make our schools the best. We are so 
grateful for your ongoing support of every one of us,” third-
grader Heidi Misencik said.

Additionally, the students presented the board members with 
a 3-D printed keychain and also drew pictures of the board 
members depicting them showing school spirit.

�e video can be viewed on the Fox Chapel Area School District 
YouTube channel.

The 32nd annual Fox Chapel Area School District 
telethon raised a record-breaking total of $107,242 
in support of Fox Families Care. With that total, the 
students also eclipsed raising more than $1 million 

($1,025,628) over the last 32 years for various local and regional 
charities. �e December 23 telethon involved students from all 
six schools in the district.

�e telethon was coordinated by the Fox Chapel Area High 
School Student Government and the digital media production 
students of the high school, who plan and produce the event. 
�e telethon was streamed live on the Swi� Fox Media YouTube 
Channel and can be watched anytime.

Fox Families Care is an organization that works to bridge the 
gap between the needs and resources of children and families in 
the Fox Chapel Area School District.��e group invests in the needs of local children and works directly with the district in 

conjunction with other strategic community partners.

Donations this year were generously matched through 
December 23 by JENNMAR, Frank B. Fuhrer Wholesale, 

and the Cleveland Family Foundation. 
Additionally, Second Harvest Community 
�ri� Store in Sharpsburg presented Fox 
Families Care with a Patsy Grable Burke 
Memorial Grant in the amount of $10,000.

�e last time the telethon raised a record-
breaking total was in 2016 with an amount of 
$71,837 for the LiveLikeLou Foundation.

Donations to Fox Families 
Care can be made anytime at 
https://www.foxfamiliescare.org/donatenow.

TELETHON RAISES RECORD�BREAKING  
$107,242 FOR FOX FAMILIES CARE
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Eli Yofan can’t remember a time when he wasn’t 
involved with sports and says they consume most 
of his childhood memories. Since those early years, 
Eli has gone on to become one of the best, if not the 

best, multisport athlete to ever come out of Fox Chapel Area 
High School, especially after the senior broke the school’s 
all-time scoring record during the February 8 game against 
Norwin. The previous record of 1,437 was set during Matt 
D’Amico’s four years as a starter from 2010 to 2014.

At the end of the regular season, Eli’s career tally stood at 1,482 
points, and at the end of the WPIAL playoffs, which culminated 
in the Class 6A title for the Foxes on March 5, his mark stood at 
1,542.

“It’s unbelievable,” Eli said after the WPIAL championship game, 
quick to credit his teammates for their contributions in getting 
the squad and himself to the level of success they have enjoyed. 
“Seriously, it’s something we’ve been working for since four years 
ago when (we) walked into the gym for summer workouts. And, 
now that it’s happened four years later, it’s like we manifested it. 
We said, ‘We’re going to do this, put our minds to it, that’s what 
happened.’ It was unbelievable.”

Someone who has witnessed Eli’s brilliance and progress on the 
court throughout the years is Zach Skrinjar, who celebrated 
a milestone of his own earlier in the season when he notched 
his 200th career win as the Foxes head coach. He recalls Eli’s 
athleticism, even at an early age.

“When we saw Eli at our clinics, we knew he was very athletic 
but weren’t quite sure if that would ever translate into him 
becoming a great basketball player,” says the coach, and, with a 
chuckle, adds, “Obviously, it worked out.

“It’s kind of funny, but one of my other first memories of Eli 
was at a spring clinic that we held. When I walked into the 
gymnasium, all of the players were just standing around watching 
one player. I asked a camper what was going on, and he told 
me Eli had just dunked. I immediately asked the other coaches, 
‘Who is this Eli kid, and what grade is he in?’ ”

Eli had the height to first try dunking when he was in sixth 
grade. He started the process by just going up and trying to 
touch the rim. By the time he was in eighth grade, he surprised 
himself when he got his first dunk. 
That is the point when the Foxes 
coaches all agreed that Eli was going 
to become the all-time leading 
scorer at Fox Chapel Area High 
School.

The Journey

Eli says he always had just one goal 
in mind for the Foxes basketball 
team: He wanted to win a WPIAL 
championship. He says, “I never 
really thought about breaking an 

all-time scoring record. I didn’t even know what it was, and 
honestly, I didn’t even care back then.”

After reaching his 1,000th point last year, Eli still wasn’t aware of 
what the scoring record was, but that changed this season.

“This year was a little different,” he says. “I found out what it 
was and knew I was going to come close, or maybe break it. It’s a 
milestone and awesome.”

Eli’s athletic success is far from limited to basketball. He played 
soccer in his freshman and sophomore years but gave it up 
to join the golf team. In only two years, he was the WPIAL 
Class 4A individual runner-up and advanced to states. There, 

Eli’s PIAA score represented the 
Foxes’ highest finish since 1999. 
In volleyball, a team he joined as 
a junior, Eli garnered all-WPIAL 
honors.

“I’m just very proud of how Eli 
has developed as a player and a 
young man,” adds coach Skrinjar. 
“He embodies everything positive 
about high school sports, from his 
academics, his play, and to the bond 
he has with his teammates and 
coaches. Eli is and always has been a 
special talent – and now we can add 
Fox Chapel Area all-time leading 
scorer to the list.”

FCAHS POLAR PLUNGE TEAM RAISES $18K
Total Most of Any School in State

A group of Fox Chapel Area High School students 
were “freezin’ for a reason” in a frigid swimming 
pool at Heinz Field on February 25, as temperatures 
hovered in the mid-30s. But the jump was worth 

it, as the high school’s 2022 Cool Schools Polar Plunge team 
raised $18,600 for Special Olympics Unified Sports teams in 

Pennsylvania, which promote inclusion through competitive 
experiences. The total was the highest raised for any school 
district in the state. Fox Chapel Area High School participants 
included students from Best Buddies, Unified Sports athletes, 
and members of the student government.

STUDENT WINS FIRST PLACE IN STATEWIDE 
PHOTO CONTEST

Fox Chapel Area High School junior Zoe Broyles 
was named a first-place winner in the 2021 Gene 
Capaldi Lens on Litter Photo Contest. She won 
$500 in the student category for her photo titled 

“Rachel Carson’s Dream.” The photo shows litter strewn 
under the Rachel Carson Bridge with a picturesque 
Pittsburgh skyline in the distance.

The contest is sponsored by the Pennsylvania Resources 
Council and is open to students and adults from across 
Pennsylvania. The purpose of the competition is to 
remind everyone about the environmental and economic 
problems that litter can cause. The photos help to 
heighten litter consciousness by showing how it threatens 
public health and safety, scenic beauty, property values, 
and pets and wildlife. The co-sponsors of Lens on Litter 
2021 were Carolyn Capaldi, Robert and Mary Capaldi, 
Wawa Inc., Sheetz Inc., Wegmans, and the Warren 
County Visitors Bureau.
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Eli Yofan can’t remember a time when he wasn’t 
involved with sports and says they consume most 
of his childhood memories. Since those early years, 
Eli has gone on to become one of the best, if not the 

best, multisport athlete to ever come out of Fox Chapel Area 
High School, especially after the senior broke the school’s 
all-time scoring record during the February 8 game against 
Norwin. The previous record of 1,437 was set during Matt 
D’Amico’s four years as a starter from 2010 to 2014.

At the end of the regular season, Eli’s career tally stood at 1,482 
points, and at the end of the WPIAL playoffs, which culminated 
in the Class 6A title for the Foxes on March 5, his mark stood at 
1,542.

“It’s unbelievable,” Eli said after the WPIAL championship game, 
quick to credit his teammates for their contributions in getting 
the squad and himself to the level of success they have enjoyed. 
“Seriously, it’s something we’ve been working for since four years 
ago when (we) walked into the gym for summer workouts. And, 
now that it’s happened four years later, it’s like we manifested it. 
We said, ‘We’re going to do this, put our minds to it, that’s what 
happened.’ It was unbelievable.”

Someone who has witnessed Eli’s brilliance and progress on the 
court throughout the years is Zach Skrinjar, who celebrated 
a milestone of his own earlier in the season when he notched 
his 200th career win as the Foxes head coach. He recalls Eli’s 
athleticism, even at an early age.

“When we saw Eli at our clinics, we knew he was very athletic 
but weren’t quite sure if that would ever translate into him 
becoming a great basketball player,” says the coach, and, with a 
chuckle, adds, “Obviously, it worked out.

“It’s kind of funny, but one of my other first memories of Eli 
was at a spring clinic that we held. When I walked into the 
gymnasium, all of the players were just standing around watching 
one player. I asked a camper what was going on, and he told 
me Eli had just dunked. I immediately asked the other coaches, 
‘Who is this Eli kid, and what grade is he in?’ ”

Eli had the height to first try dunking when he was in sixth 
grade. He started the process by just going up and trying to 
touch the rim. By the time he was in eighth grade, he surprised 
himself when he got his first dunk. 
That is the point when the Foxes 
coaches all agreed that Eli was going 
to become the all-time leading 
scorer at Fox Chapel Area High 
School.

The Journey

Eli says he always had just one goal 
in mind for the Foxes basketball 
team: He wanted to win a WPIAL 
championship. He says, “I never 
really thought about breaking an 

all-time scoring record. I didn’t even know what it was, and 
honestly, I didn’t even care back then.”

After reaching his 1,000th point last year, Eli still wasn’t aware of 
what the scoring record was, but that changed this season.

“This year was a little different,” he says. “I found out what it 
was and knew I was going to come close, or maybe break it. It’s a 
milestone and awesome.”

Eli’s athletic success is far from limited to basketball. He played 
soccer in his freshman and sophomore years but gave it up 
to join the golf team. In only two years, he was the WPIAL 
Class 4A individual runner-up and advanced to states. There, 

Eli’s PIAA score represented the 
Foxes’ highest finish since 1999. 
In volleyball, a team he joined as 
a junior, Eli garnered all-WPIAL 
honors.

“I’m just very proud of how Eli 
has developed as a player and a 
young man,” adds coach Skrinjar. 
“He embodies everything positive 
about high school sports, from his 
academics, his play, and to the bond 
he has with his teammates and 
coaches. Eli is and always has been a 
special talent – and now we can add 
Fox Chapel Area all-time leading 
scorer to the list.”

FCAHS POLAR PLUNGE TEAM RAISES $18K
Total Most of Any School in State

A group of Fox Chapel Area High School students 
were “freezin’ for a reason” in a frigid swimming 
pool at Heinz Field on February 25, as temperatures 
hovered in the mid-30s. But the jump was worth 

it, as the high school’s 2022 Cool Schools Polar Plunge team 
raised $18,600 for Special Olympics Unified Sports teams in 

Pennsylvania, which promote inclusion through competitive 
experiences. The total was the highest raised for any school 
district in the state. Fox Chapel Area High School participants 
included students from Best Buddies, Unified Sports athletes, 
and members of the student government.

STUDENT WINS FIRST PLACE IN STATEWIDE 
PHOTO CONTEST

Fox Chapel Area High School junior Zoe Broyles 
was named a first-place winner in the 2021 Gene 
Capaldi Lens on Litter Photo Contest. She won 
$500 in the student category for her photo titled 

“Rachel Carson’s Dream.” The photo shows litter strewn 
under the Rachel Carson Bridge with a picturesque 
Pittsburgh skyline in the distance.

The contest is sponsored by the Pennsylvania Resources 
Council and is open to students and adults from across 
Pennsylvania. The purpose of the competition is to 
remind everyone about the environmental and economic 
problems that litter can cause. The photos help to 
heighten litter consciousness by showing how it threatens 
public health and safety, scenic beauty, property values, 
and pets and wildlife. The co-sponsors of Lens on Litter 
2021 were Carolyn Capaldi, Robert and Mary Capaldi, 
Wawa Inc., Sheetz Inc., Wegmans, and the Warren 
County Visitors Bureau.
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FOXES SWIM TEAMS NOTCH 
RECORD-BREAKING SEASONS

It’s official: The Foxes swimming 
teams have done what no other Fox 
Chapel Area swimming teams have 
done in the past. For the first time in 

program history, the girls won a three-peat 
section championship, and the boys won 
the section title for the second consecutive 
year. Additionally, the girls finished in 
second place at the WPIAL meet, and the 
boys had their highest finish ever at fourth 
place. Also, during the season, nine school 
records were set, and a record number (17) 
qualified for the PIAA swimming and 
diving championships.

As has occurred historically, the section 
champions are usually determined by the 
all-important Franklin Regional meet, the 
next to last one of the regular season. This 
year, the Foxes girls team defeated Franklin 
Regional, 104-77, and the boys won, 98-82.

“The Franklin Regional meet was truly a memorable night,” says 
coach Dan Taylor. “We talked as a team about setting the tone 
with the first event, and it couldn’t have been scripted any better. 
The girls went 1-2 (first and second place) in the 200 medley, 
followed by the boys winning their relay and breaking the school 
record by over a second. There was so much energy on the pool 
deck that you just knew we were going to have a great night.”

Coach Taylor has established a program that is now considered 
one of the strongest in Western Pennsylvania. He continually 
encourages the swimmers to push themselves to the best of their 
abilities and introduces something new to the dryland workouts 
each year. This season, he added yoga.

“I try to develop a plan that allows our coaching staff to meet 
the needs of every swimmer on the team,” says the coach. “We 
spend a lot of time talking with swimmers about team goals, 
meet goals, and practice goals. I feel we do a very good job 
preparing the swimmers both physically and mentally, which 
gives them confidence, and that almost always translates into fast 
swimming.”

He continues, “Both the girls and boys 
teams have done an excellent job this 
season working as a team to raise the bar 
for Fox Chapel Area swimming. I’m just 
flat-out happy and excited for the kids, 
especially the seniors. This was the way 
I hoped they would finish their regular 
season.”

At the WPIAL Class 3A meet March 3 
and 4 at Trees Pool at the University of 
Pittsburgh, the swimmers continued to 
excel, and many qualified for states. Of 
special note, junior Sophie Shao broke a 
WPIAL record in the 100 butterfly that 
had stood since the 1983-1984 season. This 
was the third consecutive year that Sophie 
won WPIAL gold in the 100 butterfly.

Students earning first places at the WPIAL 
meet were:

• Sophie Shao – 100 butterfly & 200 individual medley

• Talia Bugel, Ariana Pasquella, Sophie Shao, and Rei Sperry – 
200-medley relay

• Sophie Shao, Ariana Pasquella, Payton O’Toole, and Rei 
Sperry – 400-freestyle relay

These swimmers qualified for the PIAA swimming and diving 
championships, held March 16 and 17 at Bucknell University: 
seniors David Dering, Ariana Pasquella (3 events), Nathaniel 
Ross (2 events), Holden Smith (2 events), and Rei Sperry (4 
events); juniors Talia Bugel (3 events), Emmanuel Drappatz (3 
events), Payton O’Toole (4 events), Aadil Pattada (2 events), and 
Sophie Shao (4 events); sophomores Peter Manelis and Gloria 
Wen; and freshmen Christian Dantey (3 events), Owen Howell 
(2 events), Sarah Pasquella (2 events), and Margaret Rushe 
(2 events). Additionally, freshman diver Jackson Hagler also 
qualified for states.

Results for the PIAA swimming and diving championships were 
not available at deadline.

FOX CHAPEL AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 
2021-2022 FACTS & FIGURES

2021-2022 STUDENT ENROLLMENT

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS (K-GRADE 5)
Fairview Elementary School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 378
Hartwood Elementary School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 395
Kerr Elementary School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 414
O’Hara Elementary School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 699
Total Elementary Enrollment. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,886

SECONDARY SCHOOLS (GRADES 6-12)
Dorseyville Middle School (6-8) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 953
Fox Chapel Area High School (9-12) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,317
Total Secondary Enrollment. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,270

Total District Enrollment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,156

CLASS OF 2021

The total number of graduates in the Fox Chapel Area High 
School Class of 2021 was 318. The percentages of 2021 
graduates entering some type of postsecondary education were 
as follows:
Four-Year Colleges . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .240 or 76%
Two-Year Colleges/Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35 or 11%
Total Continuing Education. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 275 or 87%

AVERAGE SAT SCORES

 Evidence-Based
 Reading & Writing Math
Class of 2021 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 611. . . . . . . . 618
Class of 2020 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 617. . . . . . . . 619
Class of 2019 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 608. . . . . . . . 616
Class of 2018 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 604. . . . . . . . 600
Class of 2017 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 611. . . . . . . . 606

A total of 279 members (88%) of the Class of 2021 took the 
SAT during their junior or senior year. The national average 
scores for all 2021 graduates taking the test were 528 in 
evidence-based reading and writing and 523 in math.

PROFESSIONAL STAFF STATISTICS

NUMBER OF PROFESSIONAL STAFF
Elementary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 167
Secondary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 186
Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 353

MASTER’S OR DOCTORATE DEGREE OR 
EQUIVALENT
Elementary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76%
Secondary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82%

AVERAGE YEARS OF TEACHING EXPERIENCE
Elementary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 Years
Secondary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21 Years

THE COMMUNITY

The Fox Chapel Area School District is located in a dynamic 
suburban community about 11 miles northeast of downtown 
Pittsburgh. The district includes six municipalities (the 
boroughs of Aspinwall, Blawnox, Fox Chapel, and Sharpsburg, 
and the townships of Indiana and O’Hara) representing 
a wide range of social, economic, cultural, and religious 
backgrounds. The schools provide a comprehensive array of 
educational opportunities to serve the needs of this diverse 
population and to meet the high expectations of its residents. 
The district encompasses an area of about 36 square miles with 
approximately 29,000 residents.

THE SCHOOL DISTRICT

The Fox Chapel Area School District is a nationally 
recognized, award-winning school district that produces high 
achievement in students, with a motivated and professional 
faculty and an involved and caring administration. There are 
six schools in the district.

VISION

The Fox Chapel Area School District will be recognized as one 
of the top-performing public school districts in the nation. 
Toward that end we will:
•Challenge each student to reach their maximum potential 

level of achievement.
•Provide scholarly experiences that deepen understanding, 

creativity, critical thinking, problem solving, innovation, and 
collaboration.

•Provide an environment that promotes inclusiveness and 
embraces diversity.

•Foster a culture that encourages student involvement in the 
community and raises awareness of civic responsibilities.

•Build relationships with postsecondary institutions, 
businesses, and industry to create and sustain programs that 
prepare students to excel beyond high school.

MISSION STATEMENT

The Fox Chapel Area School District exists to maximize 
student learning, achievement, and development.

CORE VALUES

•Respect
•Responsibility
•Integrity
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FOXES SWIM TEAMS NOTCH 
RECORD-BREAKING SEASONS

It’s official: The Foxes swimming 
teams have done what no other Fox 
Chapel Area swimming teams have 
done in the past. For the first time in 

program history, the girls won a three-peat 
section championship, and the boys won 
the section title for the second consecutive 
year. Additionally, the girls finished in 
second place at the WPIAL meet, and the 
boys had their highest finish ever at fourth 
place. Also, during the season, nine school 
records were set, and a record number (17) 
qualified for the PIAA swimming and 
diving championships.

As has occurred historically, the section 
champions are usually determined by the 
all-important Franklin Regional meet, the 
next to last one of the regular season. This 
year, the Foxes girls team defeated Franklin 
Regional, 104-77, and the boys won, 98-82.

“The Franklin Regional meet was truly a memorable night,” says 
coach Dan Taylor. “We talked as a team about setting the tone 
with the first event, and it couldn’t have been scripted any better. 
The girls went 1-2 (first and second place) in the 200 medley, 
followed by the boys winning their relay and breaking the school 
record by over a second. There was so much energy on the pool 
deck that you just knew we were going to have a great night.”

Coach Taylor has established a program that is now considered 
one of the strongest in Western Pennsylvania. He continually 
encourages the swimmers to push themselves to the best of their 
abilities and introduces something new to the dryland workouts 
each year. This season, he added yoga.

“I try to develop a plan that allows our coaching staff to meet 
the needs of every swimmer on the team,” says the coach. “We 
spend a lot of time talking with swimmers about team goals, 
meet goals, and practice goals. I feel we do a very good job 
preparing the swimmers both physically and mentally, which 
gives them confidence, and that almost always translates into fast 
swimming.”

He continues, “Both the girls and boys 
teams have done an excellent job this 
season working as a team to raise the bar 
for Fox Chapel Area swimming. I’m just 
flat-out happy and excited for the kids, 
especially the seniors. This was the way 
I hoped they would finish their regular 
season.”

At the WPIAL Class 3A meet March 3 
and 4 at Trees Pool at the University of 
Pittsburgh, the swimmers continued to 
excel, and many qualified for states. Of 
special note, junior Sophie Shao broke a 
WPIAL record in the 100 butterfly that 
had stood since the 1983-1984 season. This 
was the third consecutive year that Sophie 
won WPIAL gold in the 100 butterfly.

Students earning first places at the WPIAL 
meet were:

• Sophie Shao – 100 butterfly & 200 individual medley

• Talia Bugel, Ariana Pasquella, Sophie Shao, and Rei Sperry – 
200-medley relay

• Sophie Shao, Ariana Pasquella, Payton O’Toole, and Rei 
Sperry – 400-freestyle relay

These swimmers qualified for the PIAA swimming and diving 
championships, held March 16 and 17 at Bucknell University: 
seniors David Dering, Ariana Pasquella (3 events), Nathaniel 
Ross (2 events), Holden Smith (2 events), and Rei Sperry (4 
events); juniors Talia Bugel (3 events), Emmanuel Drappatz (3 
events), Payton O’Toole (4 events), Aadil Pattada (2 events), and 
Sophie Shao (4 events); sophomores Peter Manelis and Gloria 
Wen; and freshmen Christian Dantey (3 events), Owen Howell 
(2 events), Sarah Pasquella (2 events), and Margaret Rushe 
(2 events). Additionally, freshman diver Jackson Hagler also 
qualified for states.

Results for the PIAA swimming and diving championships were 
not available at deadline.

FOX CHAPEL AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 
2021-2022 FACTS & FIGURES

2021-2022 STUDENT ENROLLMENT

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS (K-GRADE 5)
Fairview Elementary School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 378
Hartwood Elementary School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 395
Kerr Elementary School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 414
O’Hara Elementary School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 699
Total Elementary Enrollment. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,886

SECONDARY SCHOOLS (GRADES 6-12)
Dorseyville Middle School (6-8) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 953
Fox Chapel Area High School (9-12) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,317
Total Secondary Enrollment. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,270

Total District Enrollment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,156

CLASS OF 2021

The total number of graduates in the Fox Chapel Area High 
School Class of 2021 was 318. The percentages of 2021 
graduates entering some type of postsecondary education were 
as follows:
Four-Year Colleges . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .240 or 76%
Two-Year Colleges/Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35 or 11%
Total Continuing Education. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 275 or 87%

AVERAGE SAT SCORES

 Evidence-Based
 Reading & Writing Math
Class of 2021 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 611. . . . . . . . 618
Class of 2020 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 617. . . . . . . . 619
Class of 2019 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 608. . . . . . . . 616
Class of 2018 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 604. . . . . . . . 600
Class of 2017 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 611. . . . . . . . 606

A total of 279 members (88%) of the Class of 2021 took the 
SAT during their junior or senior year. The national average 
scores for all 2021 graduates taking the test were 528 in 
evidence-based reading and writing and 523 in math.

PROFESSIONAL STAFF STATISTICS

NUMBER OF PROFESSIONAL STAFF
Elementary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 167
Secondary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 186
Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 353

MASTER’S OR DOCTORATE DEGREE OR 
EQUIVALENT
Elementary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76%
Secondary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82%

AVERAGE YEARS OF TEACHING EXPERIENCE
Elementary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 Years
Secondary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21 Years

THE COMMUNITY

The Fox Chapel Area School District is located in a dynamic 
suburban community about 11 miles northeast of downtown 
Pittsburgh. The district includes six municipalities (the 
boroughs of Aspinwall, Blawnox, Fox Chapel, and Sharpsburg, 
and the townships of Indiana and O’Hara) representing 
a wide range of social, economic, cultural, and religious 
backgrounds. The schools provide a comprehensive array of 
educational opportunities to serve the needs of this diverse 
population and to meet the high expectations of its residents. 
The district encompasses an area of about 36 square miles with 
approximately 29,000 residents.

THE SCHOOL DISTRICT

The Fox Chapel Area School District is a nationally 
recognized, award-winning school district that produces high 
achievement in students, with a motivated and professional 
faculty and an involved and caring administration. There are 
six schools in the district.

VISION

The Fox Chapel Area School District will be recognized as one 
of the top-performing public school districts in the nation. 
Toward that end we will:
•Challenge each student to reach their maximum potential 

level of achievement.
•Provide scholarly experiences that deepen understanding, 

creativity, critical thinking, problem solving, innovation, and 
collaboration.

•Provide an environment that promotes inclusiveness and 
embraces diversity.

•Foster a culture that encourages student involvement in the 
community and raises awareness of civic responsibilities.

•Build relationships with postsecondary institutions, 
businesses, and industry to create and sustain programs that 
prepare students to excel beyond high school.

MISSION STATEMENT

The Fox Chapel Area School District exists to maximize 
student learning, achievement, and development.

CORE VALUES

•Respect
•Responsibility
•Integrity
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1st Grading Period – October 28 – 46 days 
2nd Grading Period – January 19 – 48 days 
3rd Grading Period – March 24 – 44 days 
4th Grading Period – June 2 – 44 days 

2022-2023 Fox Chapel Area School District Calendar 

First Semester 
8/10-12 New Teacher Induction Days 
8/15, 18, 19 Professional Development Days 
8/16 & 22 Full Clerical Days 
8/17 Professional Development/Clerical Day 
8/23 First Day for Students 
9/5 Labor Day 
9/26 & 10/5 Fall Break 
10/12 Elem/Sec Early Dismissal 
10/28 Elem/Sec Early Dismissal & Clerical Day 
11/7 Elem/Sec Early Dismissal & 

Parent Teacher Conference Day 
11/8 Parent Teacher Conference Day  
11/23 Elem/Sec Early Dismissal 
11/24-28 Thanksgiving Break 
12/26-1/2 Winter Break 
1/16 Martin Luther King Jr. Day & PD Day 

I New Teacher Induction Day 
C Clerical Day 
FC Full Clerical Day 
 (No School for Students) 
P Professional Development (PD) Day 
 (No School for Students) 
E Elem/Sec Early Dismissal 
X Holiday/Break/No School 
+ Act 80 Day 
CONF Parent Teacher Conference Day 
K Kennywood Day (Tentative) 
R Report Cards Available 

Second Semester 
1/20 Full Clerical Day 
2/20  Presidents’ Day & PD Day 
3/24 Elem/Sec Early Dismissal & Clerical Day 
3/31 Elem/Sec Early Dismissal & Clerical Day 
4/3-7 Spring Break 
5/29 Memorial Day 
5/31 Kennywood Day (Tentative) & 

Early Dismissal 
6/2 Last Day for Students 
 Elem/Sec Early Dismissal & Clerical Day 
6/4 Commencement 
6/5 Full Clerical Day 
6/6 Professional Development Day 
6/7 Professional Development/Clerical Day	

November 7 – Elem/Sec Early Dismissal & 
Parent Teacher Conference Day  

November 8 – Parent Teacher Conference Day 
(No School for Students) 

June 2 – Last Day for Students = 182 Days 
(unless makeup days are required) 

June 7 – Last Day for Professional Staff = 195 Days 
(unless makeup days are required) 

April 24-May 12 shaded areas indicate PSSA testing windows.  January 4-18 and May 15-26 shaded areas indicate Keystone Exams 
testing windows.  Refer to the FCASD website (www.fcasd.edu) for specific grades tested in each time frame. 

Makeup days, if necessary, will be added on to the end of the school year, beginning June 5, 2023. 
Please consult building and website calendars for building-level early dismissal dates, school activities, and other special events. 
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FOX CHAPEL AREA SCHOOLS

CONTACT INFORMATION SOUGHT
The Fox Chapel Area School District is gathering emails of individuals who do not have 
children in the district but are interested in receiving occasional emails from the district. 
If you are interested in getting emails from the district, please fill out the Google form at 
http://bit.ly/FCASDContacts so that you can be added to an email distribution list.

Amy B. Cooper (2025 – Region I); Marybeth Dadd, President (2023 – Region III); Katie 
Findley (2023 – Region I); Ronald P. Frank, Vice President (2023 – Region II); Adam G. 
Goode (2025 – Region III); Eric G. Hamilton, Treasurer (2023 – Region I); Vanessa K. 
Lynch, Assistant Secretary (2023 – Region II); Kimberly Joi Andrews (2025 – Region III); 
and Ariel Zych (2025 – Region II).

Region I covers all of Sharpsburg Borough and Wards 2, 3, and 4 of O’Hara Township; 
Region II covers Districts 2, 4, and 5 of Fox Chapel Borough and all of Indiana Township; 
and Region III covers all of Aspinwall Borough, Blawnox Borough, Wards 1 and 5 of 
O’Hara Township, and Districts 1 and 3 of Fox Chapel Borough.

School board meetings are typically scheduled for the first and second Mondays of each 
month at 7 p.m. in the high school large group instruction room. The public is invited to 
attend.

FOX CHAPEL AREA SCHOOL BOARD

COMPLIANCE STATEMENT
The Fox Chapel Area School District is an equal rights and 
opportunity school district. The school district does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, age, creed, religion, 
gender, sexual orientation, ancestry, national origin, or 
handicap/disability. The district shall make reasonable 
accommodations for identified physical and mental 
impairments that constitute disabilities, consistent with 
the requirements of federal and state laws and regulations.

Additional information pertaining to civil rights, school 
district policies, and grievance procedures can be obtained 
by contacting the compliance officers listed below between 
8 a.m. and 4 p.m. Monday-Friday. This notice is available 
from the compliance officers in large print, on audiotape, 
and in Braille.

Title IX:   David P. McCommons, Ed.D.  
  (412/967-2456)

Section 504 and ADA:  Timothy A. Mahoney  
  (412/967-2435)

Address:   Fox Chapel Area School District 
  611 Field Club Road 
  Pittsburgh, PA 15238

FOX CHAPEL AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT DIRECTORY

District Administration
611 Field Club Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15238
412/963-9600
www.fcasd.edu
Superintendent: Mary Catherine Reljac, Ed.D.
Deputy Superintendent: David McCommons, Ed.D.
Business Manager: Kimberly Pawlishak

District Resource Staff
Executive Director of Elementary Education and 

Instruction: Ashley Constantine, Ed.D.
Executive Director of Secondary Education and 

Instruction: Matthew Harris, Ed.D.
Director of Special Education and Pupil Services: 

Timothy Mahoney
Executive Director of Instructional and Innovative 

Leadership: Megan Collett, Ed.D.
Director of Literacy: Dana Simile
Director of Student Achievement and Instructional 

Verification: G. Daniel DiDesiderio III, Ed.D.
Director of Ancillary Services: Daniel Breitkreutz
Chief of School Police/School Safety and Security 

Coordinator: Joseph Kozarian
Director of Athletics: Michael O’Brien
Coordinator of Communications: Bonnie Berzonski
Community Engagement Specialist: Jill Leonard

Fairview Elementary School
738 Dorseyville Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15238
412/963-9315
Principal:  

Stephen Edwards, Ed.D.

Hartwood Elementary School
3730 Saxonburg Boulevard
Pittsburgh, PA 15238
412/767-5396
Principal:  

Rachel Fischbaugh, Ed.D.

Kerr Elementary School
341 Kittanning Pike
Pittsburgh, PA 15215
412/781-4105
Principal: Paul Noro, Ed.D.

O’Hara Elementary School
115 Cabin Lane
Pittsburgh, PA 15238
412/963-0333
Principal: Kristy Batis, Ed.D.
Program Principal:  

Benjamin Canan

Dorseyville Middle School
3732 Saxonburg Boulevard
Pittsburgh, PA 15238
412/767-5343
Principal: Jonathan Nauhaus
Program Principal:  

Laura Miller, Ed.D.

Fox Chapel Area High School
611 Field Club Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15238
412/967-2430
Lead Principal:  

Michael Hower, Ed.D.
Program Principal (A-L):  

Daniel Lentz, Ph.D.
Program Principal (M-Z):  

John McGee, Ph.D.
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1st Grading Period – October 28 – 46 days 
2nd Grading Period – January 19 – 48 days 
3rd Grading Period – March 24 – 44 days 
4th Grading Period – June 2 – 44 days 

2022-2023 Fox Chapel Area School District Calendar 

First Semester 
8/10-12 New Teacher Induction Days 
8/15, 18, 19 Professional Development Days 
8/16 & 22 Full Clerical Days 
8/17 Professional Development/Clerical Day 
8/23 First Day for Students 
9/5 Labor Day 
9/26 & 10/5 Fall Break 
10/12 Elem/Sec Early Dismissal 
10/28 Elem/Sec Early Dismissal & Clerical Day 
11/7 Elem/Sec Early Dismissal & 

Parent Teacher Conference Day 
11/8 Parent Teacher Conference Day  
11/23 Elem/Sec Early Dismissal 
11/24-28 Thanksgiving Break 
12/26-1/2 Winter Break 
1/16 Martin Luther King Jr. Day & PD Day 

I New Teacher Induction Day 
C Clerical Day 
FC Full Clerical Day 
 (No School for Students) 
P Professional Development (PD) Day 
 (No School for Students) 
E Elem/Sec Early Dismissal 
X Holiday/Break/No School 
+ Act 80 Day 
CONF Parent Teacher Conference Day 
K Kennywood Day (Tentative) 
R Report Cards Available 

Second Semester 
1/20 Full Clerical Day 
2/20  Presidents’ Day & PD Day 
3/24 Elem/Sec Early Dismissal & Clerical Day 
3/31 Elem/Sec Early Dismissal & Clerical Day 
4/3-7 Spring Break 
5/29 Memorial Day 
5/31 Kennywood Day (Tentative) & 

Early Dismissal 
6/2 Last Day for Students 
 Elem/Sec Early Dismissal & Clerical Day 
6/4 Commencement 
6/5 Full Clerical Day 
6/6 Professional Development Day 
6/7 Professional Development/Clerical Day	

November 7 – Elem/Sec Early Dismissal & 
Parent Teacher Conference Day  

November 8 – Parent Teacher Conference Day 
(No School for Students) 

June 2 – Last Day for Students = 182 Days 
(unless makeup days are required) 

June 7 – Last Day for Professional Staff = 195 Days 
(unless makeup days are required) 

April 24-May 12 shaded areas indicate PSSA testing windows.  January 4-18 and May 15-26 shaded areas indicate Keystone Exams 
testing windows.  Refer to the FCASD website (www.fcasd.edu) for specific grades tested in each time frame. 

Makeup days, if necessary, will be added on to the end of the school year, beginning June 5, 2023. 
Please consult building and website calendars for building-level early dismissal dates, school activities, and other special events. 
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FOX CHAPEL AREA SCHOOLS

CONTACT INFORMATION SOUGHT
The Fox Chapel Area School District is gathering emails of individuals who do not have 
children in the district but are interested in receiving occasional emails from the district. 
If you are interested in getting emails from the district, please fill out the Google form at 
http://bit.ly/FCASDContacts so that you can be added to an email distribution list.

Amy B. Cooper (2025 – Region I); Marybeth Dadd, President (2023 – Region III); Katie 
Findley (2023 – Region I); Ronald P. Frank, Vice President (2023 – Region II); Adam G. 
Goode (2025 – Region III); Eric G. Hamilton, Treasurer (2023 – Region I); Vanessa K. 
Lynch, Assistant Secretary (2023 – Region II); Kimberly Joi Andrews (2025 – Region III); 
and Ariel Zych (2025 – Region II).

Region I covers all of Sharpsburg Borough and Wards 2, 3, and 4 of O’Hara Township; 
Region II covers Districts 2, 4, and 5 of Fox Chapel Borough and all of Indiana Township; 
and Region III covers all of Aspinwall Borough, Blawnox Borough, Wards 1 and 5 of 
O’Hara Township, and Districts 1 and 3 of Fox Chapel Borough.

School board meetings are typically scheduled for the first and second Mondays of each 
month at 7 p.m. in the high school large group instruction room. The public is invited to 
attend.

FOX CHAPEL AREA SCHOOL BOARD

COMPLIANCE STATEMENT
The Fox Chapel Area School District is an equal rights and 
opportunity school district. The school district does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, age, creed, religion, 
gender, sexual orientation, ancestry, national origin, or 
handicap/disability. The district shall make reasonable 
accommodations for identified physical and mental 
impairments that constitute disabilities, consistent with 
the requirements of federal and state laws and regulations.

Additional information pertaining to civil rights, school 
district policies, and grievance procedures can be obtained 
by contacting the compliance officers listed below between 
8 a.m. and 4 p.m. Monday-Friday. This notice is available 
from the compliance officers in large print, on audiotape, 
and in Braille.

Title IX:   David P. McCommons, Ed.D.  
  (412/967-2456)

Section 504 and ADA:  Timothy A. Mahoney  
  (412/967-2435)

Address:   Fox Chapel Area School District 
  611 Field Club Road 
  Pittsburgh, PA 15238

FOX CHAPEL AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT DIRECTORY

District Administration
611 Field Club Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15238
412/963-9600
www.fcasd.edu
Superintendent: Mary Catherine Reljac, Ed.D.
Deputy Superintendent: David McCommons, Ed.D.
Business Manager: Kimberly Pawlishak

District Resource Staff
Executive Director of Elementary Education and 

Instruction: Ashley Constantine, Ed.D.
Executive Director of Secondary Education and 

Instruction: Matthew Harris, Ed.D.
Director of Special Education and Pupil Services: 

Timothy Mahoney
Executive Director of Instructional and Innovative 

Leadership: Megan Collett, Ed.D.
Director of Literacy: Dana Simile
Director of Student Achievement and Instructional 

Verification: G. Daniel DiDesiderio III, Ed.D.
Director of Ancillary Services: Daniel Breitkreutz
Chief of School Police/School Safety and Security 

Coordinator: Joseph Kozarian
Director of Athletics: Michael O’Brien
Coordinator of Communications: Bonnie Berzonski
Community Engagement Specialist: Jill Leonard

Fairview Elementary School
738 Dorseyville Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15238
412/963-9315
Principal:  

Stephen Edwards, Ed.D.

Hartwood Elementary School
3730 Saxonburg Boulevard
Pittsburgh, PA 15238
412/767-5396
Principal:  

Rachel Fischbaugh, Ed.D.

Kerr Elementary School
341 Kittanning Pike
Pittsburgh, PA 15215
412/781-4105
Principal: Paul Noro, Ed.D.

O’Hara Elementary School
115 Cabin Lane
Pittsburgh, PA 15238
412/963-0333
Principal: Kristy Batis, Ed.D.
Program Principal:  

Benjamin Canan

Dorseyville Middle School
3732 Saxonburg Boulevard
Pittsburgh, PA 15238
412/767-5343
Principal: Jonathan Nauhaus
Program Principal:  

Laura Miller, Ed.D.

Fox Chapel Area High School
611 Field Club Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15238
412/967-2430
Lead Principal:  

Michael Hower, Ed.D.
Program Principal (A-L):  

Daniel Lentz, Ph.D.
Program Principal (M-Z):  

John McGee, Ph.D.
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INEVENTS

FOX CHAPEL AREA HIGH SCHOOL SPRING 
MUSICAL: ‘SEUSSICAL’

The Fox Chapel Area High School’s 2022 spring musical, “Seussical,” was 
presented March 3-6 in the high school auditorium. Approximately 120 high school 
students were involved in this year’s show, which included cast, crew and live pit 
orchestra. 

PHOTOS BY PRIMETIME SHOTS
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