










Jen’s Zens: Just a Few Happy Stories from LCSD
November 2022 Edition

Students on the Beat
Green Acres teacher Erica Cooper shared with families on ParentSquare that her weekly classroom news

would be coming from a new source–her 5th graders. Students who have mastered their other work in

class are tasked with creating the newsletter, which is sent home at week’s end and is full of details for the

week ahead. The most recent newsletter was written by Abigail, Clayton, Hayley, and Seairra, featured

here. This activity not only empowers students by giving them voice and ownership over their learning,

but it incorporates one of the best practices to learn and strengthen writing–which is to do it for a real-life

audience. Way to go, Ms. Cooper, and way to go, student authors!

The Tip of the Iceberg
Seven Oak’s Dean of Students, Lisa Canaday, spends a lot of time in classrooms, and she’s great about

photographing and sharing the neat things going on there, so thanks to her for passing this along!

Teacher Madison Shryock’s 6th graders were learning about the Titanic last week, and a crucial piece of

context is the role that class played in how people were treated aboard the ship. To help students

understand differences in class, Ms. Shryock planned a series of experiences. For example, students read

replicas of the dinner menus from the Titanic and were actually served food based on a class system.

First-class students were served donuts with plates, forks, and napkins; second-class students received

chocolates; third-class students each got a pack of saltines. Lessons like these make learning tangible,

impactful, and indelible. Thanks to Ms. Shryock for her creativity in bringing history alive!

Racial Equity Team Scores for Students
Racial Equity Groups are teams of staff members who volunteer their time to learn and consider how we

can best meet the needs impacting our students of color. The Racial Equity Group at Cascades School

applied for, and received, a one-time $300 grant from the Siletz Tribal Charitable Contribution Fund.

The grant money will be used for two purposes: to help purchase yearbooks for students whose families

cannot cover the cost, and to purchase sneakers for students to use in P.E. class. Aside from the cost of

shoes, some families’ work schedules make it difficult for them to shop for their students’ clothing. This

generous gift will ensure those students’ participation in school is made easier.

The photo features all grant recipients and committee members at a ceremony on Monday night. Thank

you to the STCCF, to the Cascades Racial Equity Group, and to teacher Jacque Wells (featured with the

check on the bottom left) for drafting and submitting the grant application.
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