
DARE COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION            February 13, 2023 

 

The Dare County Board of Education met in regular session on Monday, February 13, 2023, at the 

Dare County Board of Commissioners Meeting Room in Manteo, NC. Members in attendance were 

Board Chairman Ron Payne, Vice-Chairman Barry Wickre, Mary Ellon Ballance, Susan Bothwell, 

Matt Brauer, and Carl Woody. David Twiddy was unable to attend. 

 

Chairman Payne called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. and requested a moment of silence.  

He then recognized Commissioner Rob Ross and thanked him for attending the meeting. 

 

Next, District 1 Representative Carl Woody provided the official welcome on behalf of the Board 

and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Following the Pledge, Chairman Payne requested a motion to approve the agenda. Susan 

Bothwell moved that the Board approve the agenda as requested. The motion was seconded by 

Mary Ellon Ballance and approved 6 to 0 by the Board. 

Next, Chairman Payne opened the floor for announcements and turned the meeting over to 

Assistant Superintendent Steve Blackstock. Mr. Blackstock began announcements by informing 

the Board that Superintendent Basnight has been elected to serve on the Board of Directors for 

the North Carolina Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development (NCASCD). He 

then congratulated Mr. Basnight for this accomplishment and for his willingness to serve on the 

NCASCD Board.  

Next, Superintendent Basnight announced that the Dual Language Immersion (DLI) Program 

will be transitioning into the middle schools next year. He then turned the meeting over to       

Mr. Jake Henry from Participate Learning to share a few things about the program and the dual 

language option available for middle schools. 

Following Mr. Henry’s remarks, Superintendent Basnight addressed concerns that he and the 

Board have received in regards to the DLI Program and noted that there are currently no plans or 

discussions to do away with the program in Dare County Schools, nor are there any plans to 

weaken the program in any way. He also noted that future decisions about the program will be 

based on real student performance data and shared additional information about the dual 

language curriculum recommended for grades 6-8 next year.  

Next, Board Attorney Rachel Hitch opened the floor for Public Comment. The Board heard 

comments from Wendy Simpson, Lea Dixon, Jessica Fearns, and Mollie Goldberg. Topics 

included concerns regarding inequities with parent engagement within the schools and comments 

and suggestions in regards to the DLI Program. No action was required by the Board. A complete 

recording of all comments can be heard online at https://www.daretolearn.org/board-of-

education/board-meetings under the February 13, 2023, Board of Education Meeting. 

 

Under Reports and Items for Information, Mr. Basnight informed the Board about a donation 

made to the Cape Hatteras Secondary School Athletic Program in memory of Mr. Steven 

Hickman. Mr. Hickman was a CHSS alumni and a law enforcement officer with the Dare County 

Sheriff’s Office who passed away recently. 

 

 

 

https://www.daretolearn.org/board-of-education/board-meetings%20under%20the%20January%209,
https://www.daretolearn.org/board-of-education/board-meetings%20under%20the%20January%209,


Next, Dr. Jack Bagwell, President of College of the Albemarle (COA), and Mr. Tim Sweeney, 

Dean of COA Dare in Manteo, provided an overview of course offerings and opportunities 

available at the college and answered questions from the Board. 

 

Next, Mr. Steve Blackstock announced that the revised Secondary Schools Program of Studies for 

next year school will soon be published. He noted that the revised document was updated with the 

assistance of principals and district administrators. 

 

For the fourth report, Lt. Col. Warner White provided an overview of the JROTC Program and 

answered questions from the Board. 

 

Next, Dr. Shannon Castillo, Director of Career and Technical Education (CTE) for Dare County 

Schools, recognized Manteo High School student Jordan Stokes for his winning entry in the 

Adobe student poster contest in December. Jordan’s poster will be on display during Board of 

Education Meetings this year.  

 

Dr. Castillo also recognized the following CTE staff in honor of CTE Appreciation Month which 

is celebrated in February.  

 

• Tara Wheeler 

• Suzanne Jeannette 

• Duke Wallin 

• Camie Romano 

 

Next, Dr. Shannon Castillo provided an overview of the CTE Program in Dare County Schools 

and answered questions from the Board. Dr. Castillo’s report was the final report for the evening. 

 

The next item on the agenda was approval of the following Consent Agenda. Susan Bothwell made a 

motion that the Board approve the consent agenda as submitted. The motion was seconded by Carl 

Woody and approved 6 to 0 by the Board. 

 

 Personnel  

 

Recommend the Board approve the personnel consent agenda as presented. 

 

 Minutes 

 

Recommend the Board approve the Board meeting minutes for the following dates:  

 

- January 9, 2023, Special Meeting  

- January 9, 2023, Regular Meeting 

- January 16, 2023 Special Meeting/Board Training 

- January 17, 2023 Special Meeting/Board Training 

January 30, 2023 Special Meeting 

 

 Finance 

 

Recommend the Board adopt the budget amendments as presented. 

 



 Other 

 

Recommend the Board approve the School Nutrition bid award as requested. 

 

Recommend the Board approve the 2022-2023 Summer Retesting Program Plan as requested. 

 

Under Unfinished Business, Board Attorney Rachel Hitch presented the second reading of the 

following policies and answered questions from the Board.  

 

• NEW Policy 3220: Technology in the Educational Program  

• Revised Policy 3225/7320: Technology Responsible Use  

(to be codified as 3225/4312/7320) 

• Revised Regulation 3225/7320-R: Technology Responsible Use Regulations 

(to be codified as 3225/4312/7320-R1) 

• Revised Form 3225/7320-R: Student E-Mail Parent Permission Form  

(to be codified as 3225/4312/7320-R1, Form 1:  

Dare County Schools Technology Permission Form (Parent) 

• Revised Form 3225/7320-R, Acceptable Use of the Internet Form 

(to be codified as 3225/4312/7320-R1, Form 2:   

Dare County Schools Technology Permission Form (Student) 

• Revised Form 3225/7320-R, Information Technology Resource Acceptance Form 

(to be codified as 3225/4312/7320-R1, Form 3 (Staff) 

• NEW Policy 3228/7323: Use of Personal Technology to Conduct School Business  

• Repeal Policy 3229: Digital Learning  

• Revised Regulation 3229-R: Student Laptop User Agreement 

(to be codified as 3225/4312/7320-R2) 

• Revised Form 3229-R: Annual Student and Parent/Guardian Authorization Form  

(to be codified as 3225/4312/7320-R2 Form 1) 

• Revised Policy 7360/8225: Crowdfunding  

• Revised Policy 7241: Drug and Alcohol Testing of Commercial Motor Vehicle Operators  

(Drafts A & B) 

• New Policy 4720: Surveys of Students  

 

Carl Woody made a motion that the Board adopt the policy manual updates as presented and 

adopt Option A for Policy 7241. The motion was seconded by Barry Wickre and approved 6 to 0 

by the Board. 

 

Under New Business, Board Attorney Rachel Hitch presented the first reading of the following 

policy manual updates. No action was required. However, a motion was made by Susan Bothwell  

later during the meeting to waive the Board policy requiring a second reading of the proposed 

updates. The motion was seconded by Mary Ellon Ballance and approved 6 to 0 by the Board.  

 

• Revised Policy 3101: Dual Enrollment 

• Revised Policy 3102: Online Instruction 

• Revised Policy 3460: Graduation Requirements 

• Revised Policy 4120: Domicile and Residence Requirements 

• Revised Policy 4150: School Assignment 

• Revised Policy 4400: Attendance 



• Revised Policy 4130: Discretionary Admission 

• Revised Regulation 4130-R: DCS Discretionary Admission Regulations 

• Revised Policy 4135: Tuition for Discretionary Admissions 

• Revised Student Code of Conduct 

 

Next, Mary Ellon Ballance made a motion that the Board adopt the proposed policy manual 

updates on first reading. The motion was seconded by Susan Bothwell and approved 6 to 0 by the 

Board.  

For the second item under New Business, Mr. Blackstock presented a Memorandum of Understanding 

(MOU) between the County of Dare, the Dare County Board of Education, and Outer Banks Babe 

Ruth Baseball for use of the Kitty Hawk Elementary School baseball fields. He then opened the floor 

questions and discussion by the Board. Following the Board’s discussion, Susan Bothwell made a 

motion that the Board approve the MOU as presented. The motion was seconded by Carl Woody and 

approved 6 to 0 by the Board.  

Next, Director of Facilities Ian Adams presented a facilities use request and a lease agreement 

from the Tidewater Summer League Team aka The Outer Banks Daredevils for use of the Manteo 

High School baseball stadium this summer. He then opened the floor for questions and discussion 

by the Board. Following the Board’s discussion, Carl Woody made a motion that the Board give 

Mr. Basnight permission to sign the lease agreement, in substantially the form presented, with 

revisions acceptable to the superintendent and the school board attorney. The motion was 

seconded by Matt Brauer and approved 6 to 0 by the Board.  

 

Following New Business, Chairman Payne opened the floor for comments from the Board. 

No action was required. 

 

With there being no further business, Barry Wickre made a motion that the Board adjourn the 

meeting. The motion was seconded by Carl Woody and approved 6 to 0 by the Board.  

The meeting was adjourned at 6:36 p.m. 

 

  

 

_________________________________      ________________________________ 

Ron C. Payne, Board Chairman       Steve Basnight, Secretary  

  















 


