
NLA Background

● NLA was established in 2014 ~ Cohort of 2018
● Formerly known as Nichols Honors Academy
● Program has evolved over the years - more recent 

emphasis on leadership 
● Strong partnership program with Nichols College…unique 

extended learning opportunity for BHS students 
beginning in grade 9!



What is the NLA?

● A unique partnership Program with Nichols College that 
involves students who are seriously interested in 
preparing for college and who will commit to personal 
excellence in academics, citizenship, leadership and 
service.



Who Is an Ideal NLA Candidate? 

● A student that is serious about their learning and 
intends to pursue post-secondary education.

● Has exhibited academic and leadership potential.
● Is interested in enhancing their leadership skills.
● Is interested in becoming more involved in their 

community.
● Is interested in being an active member of the BHS 

community and positive role model to their peers.
● Interested in getting early exposure to a college campus 

and working with college students and staff.
● Is interested in taking full advantage of a unique 

learning opportunity.



Grades 9 & 10

● Formal Induction takes place at beginning of freshman year at Nichols College, 
students receive Nichols ID, access to library, sporting events, cultural events.

● Students visit Nichols College several times throughout the year for leadership 
focused events/ workshops.

● Community Involvement:  During grades 9 & 10 students are required to 
perform a minimum of 10 hours of community service each year.  Students are 
encouraged to participate in at least one extracurricular activity (music, art, 
sports, etc.)  Participation in Academy events through Nichols College is 
required.

● Academics:  In grades 9 & 10 students are encouraged to enroll in honors level 
or above for all core courses (English, Math, Science, Social Studies).



Grades 11 & 12

● Continued emphasis on leadership with deeper discussion 
around future planning and college admissions.

● Students will continue to have same benefits at Nichols 
as the freshmen and sophomores.

● Students are eligible to enroll in college courses through 
the Nichols College Accelerator Program at a discounted 
rate.



Grades 11 & 12 cont.

● Community involvement:  Students are expected to 
continue participating in community service and 
extracurricular activities.  Continued participation in 
Academy events through Nichols College is required.

● Academics:  Throughout grades 11 & 12, Academy students 
are required to take 2 higher than honors level 
(combination of : AP, Nichols Accelerator or Dual 
Enrollment courses)  and are encouraged to take honors 
level in their other courses.

● Academy students MUST take the PSAT and SAT exams. 



Benefits of NLA

● Early college exposure.
● Accelerator Courses that will be listed on high school 

transcript...demonstrates college readiness to college 
admissions counselors.

● Earn college credit while in high school will save you 
time and money!

● Strengthen your leadership skills.
● Meaningful community service helps students personally 

but also is valued in the college application process.
● Incorporating academic rigor, leadership, and community 

service, the NLA provides a unique and transforming 
learning experience which will prepare and benefit its 
members for their post-secondary endeavors and the 
college admissions process.

●


