
Social Emotional 
Learning Curriculum 
Board Presentation

Tracy Whitaker, M.A.
Director of Student Services

04/19/2022



Today’s Agenda

Committee Members

Selection Process

Reasons for the selection of Character Strong

Foundations of the curriculum

Alignment with CASEL - Collaborative for Academic, Social, and Emotional Learning



MTSS Committee Members 

● Linda Jensen, 1st Grade, TM

● Laurel Duncan, Kindergarten, KW

● Cheryl Campbell-Sapp, 4th Grade, MV

● Emma McBride, 5th Grade, BV

● Suzanne Anderson, 6th Grade, MV

● Josh Simmons, Special Day Class Teacher 

(Lower Grade), BV

● Richard Davey, Physical Education Teacher

● Lucelene Jaimes Perez, School Counselor, KW

● Mark Bunnell, School Counselor, MV

● Perla Sandoval Ramirez, School Counselor, TM

● Emily Hurley, School Counselor, BV

● Denise McCullough, Principal, KW

● Aracely Romo Flores, Director of 

EL/Curriculum, DO

● Tracy Whitaker, Committee Chair, Director of 

Student Services, DO



Mental Health Team Members

Shari Byers-Gith, School Psychologist

Mark Bunnell, School Counselor

Emily Hurley, School Counselor

Luz Jaimes Perez, School Counselor

Perla Sandoval Ramirez, School Counselor

Tracy Whitaker, Chair, Director of Student Services



Our process

● 09/01/21: MTSS Team discussed, What are we looking for in a curriculum?
● 10/06/21: MTSS Team reviewed site input and established criteria for SEL curriculum
● 10/13/21: MHT reviewed criteria and curriculum chart
● 11/03/21: MTSS - Second Step presentation, RULER Video
● 12/02/21: MTSS - RULER presentation
● 02/02/22: MTSS - MindUP & Character Strong presentations
● 02/09/22: MHT - reviewed pros & cons
● 03/02/22: MTSS - Discussion of pros & cons, recommendation made to leadership
● 03/16/22: Leadership - Educational leadership reviewed and agreed to recommendation
● 04/06/22: MTSS - Discussed Implementation Considerations
● 04/13/22: Community review at the District Office
● 04/19/22: Board Meeting 



Why did the Committee Select Character Strong?

● Strongly addressed the social emotional concerns
● It has literacy recommendations for books to read that connect to the 

concepts
● Well structured
● Curriculum/resources in English & Spanish
● Family resources
● Company is exceptionally responsive and will be able to provide the support 

needed for a successful implementation














