
During a Fire  
• Crawl low under any smoke to your exit - heavy smoke and poisonous gases collect first 

along the ceiling. 
• When the smoke alarm sounds, get out fast. You may have only seconds to escape safely. 
• If there is smoke blocking your door or first way out, use your second way out. 
• Smoke is toxic. If you must escape through smoke, get low and go under the smoke to 

your way out. 
• Before opening a door, feel the doorknob and door. If either is hot, leave the door closed 

and use your second way out. 
• If there is smoke coming around the door, leave the door closed and use your second way 

out. 
• If you open a door, open it slowly. Be ready to shut it quickly if heavy smoke or fire is 

present. 
• If you can’t get to someone needing assistance, leave the home and call 9-1-1 or the fire 

department. Tell the emergency operator where the person is located. 
• If pets are trapped inside your home, tell firefighters right away. 
• If you can’t get out, close the door and cover vents and cracks around doors with cloth or 

tape to keep smoke out.  Call 9-1-1 or your fire department. Say where you are and signal 
for help at the window with a light-colored cloth or a flashlight. 

• If your clothes catch fire, stop, drop, and roll – stop immediately, drop to the ground, and 
cover your face with your hands.  Roll over and over or back and forth until the fire is 
out.  If you or someone else cannot stop, drop, and roll, smother the flames with a blanket 
or towel.  Use cool water to treat the burn immediately for 3 to 5 minutes.  Cover with a 
clean, dry cloth.  Get medical help right away by calling 9-1-1 or the fire department. 

http://www.ready.gov/home-fires  
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