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PREFACE

The information herein is dedicated to the Santa
Paula Elementary School District authorities and constitu-
ents that they may gain insight into coping with its
éveryday problems., This study also made an attempt to help
its readers appreciate the contributions of the earl? Santa
Paula residents to their present educational system,

CGrateful acknowledgment is expressed to the people
whose help proved invaluable. - Superintendent Roland J.
Roberts made all district recoréé,.booklets, and pilctures
available. Mrs. Thelmé B. Bedell, retired primncipal and
teacher, loaned her typewritten material entitled, "Santa
Paula School District Development,” 28 well as mumerous
newspaper clippings and some of the elementary school

dedlcation bulletins, Mrs. Hazel Lamanno, PTA president

|

donated her tapes and serapbooks to be used. The support
and eﬁcouragement of interested individuals have made this

project possible.
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CHAPTER I

THE PROBLEM AND PROCEDURE

There is an interesting story to relate concerning
?the history and development of the Santa Paula Elementary
éséhaols. This story should be made available to people who
ghappen for some reason to be interested; an effort has

never been made to put this history and waluable informa-

tion into a chronological sequence. The-happenings of the
past yearé have made the present conditions what they are
today, and will éontinua to shape the future.

It was with the above thoughts in mind that this
study of the Santa Paula Elementary Schools and its histor-
ical existence was undertaken. When any person concerned

with this specific subject needs to look into the past for

e

direction, the content of this project may some day be of
value, It is also hoped that the appreciation of present
‘residents and future inhabitants will be enriched by the

information contained herein.,




Statement of the Problem

| The purpose of this study is to gather together the
‘épast events that have influenced the growth and dévelopment
fof the Santa Paula Elementary Schools. Factore which have
Econtributed to the education of elementary school children
-?from early history up to the present time have been
S - portrayed. To these ends, answers were sought for the
following questions:
1. VWhat is the history of the Santa Paula Elemen-
A . : T tary Schools? |
' 2, What influenced the gelections of the school
sites? |
EOR ‘? - 3. How has school enroliment influenced board
; - decisions? _ ‘ _
ST % - 4.  What has been the emphasis guiding the currie-
Lok ;; L ulum and school philosophy over the years?

e § . 5. What do the financial records reveal about the

_ budgets of the district? _
6. What is the history behind the development of
the individual schools and their respective

names ?




Importance of the Study

No formal history has been kept of the Santa Paula | |
'Elementary Schools, Interesting facts and valuable informa-
:tion concerning the schools would be of interest to those
fwho have always lived in this area as well as those who
fcome into the district for the first time. My desire is
ithat the administrators, teachers, students and their

parents, and all persomnel of the Santa Paula Elementary

‘Schools may enjoy this study. It is also hoped that those

TR e

concerned with future plans and programs of instruction

may find this story profitable in making future decisions.

Sources of Data | L

This study would not have been uﬁderfaken without | .

the help of Thelma B. Bedell who shared én abundance of

i e —rr,

information regarding the school district and its history.

5Thiswwasmsuppliedmbymwordmof.mnuth,”aa”wellwasmhywnawspaper

articles, dedication pamphlets, and her own paper entitled

“Santa Paula School District Development." Pertinent

s
records, pamphlets and materials in the Santa Paula Elemen- |
tary School Office were made available by Superintendent
'Roland J. Roberts. These proved to be extremely valuable

in providing the historical data that must be uéed in order.

to write this paper. The minutes of the district board

‘meetings vielded information regarding curriculum changes 5
R SR e - |




'and policy and other relevant historical information. The
'Dean Hobbs Memorial Library of Santa Paula and the Ventura
County Library had only a few available books on this

:subject, but these few proved invaluable.

Organization and Procedure of the Study

{nteresting and pertinent facts concerning the history and
development of the Senta Paula Elementary Schools.

Chapter I gives the purpose and content of the
total. It includes the problem, importance of the study,
sources of data, and organization and procedure of the
study. . o S
. Chapter I is a description of the area and the

‘history of Santa Paula.

1 Elementary Schools and gives an account of the people for

Chapter 111 records the history of the Santa Paula

The purpose of this study is to organize and present

o S A e

|whom they are named.

Chapter IV relates the general tendency of the
policies, philosophy and educatiomal procedures of the
district. | - |

Chaptér V is an attempt to predict the future.-
| development of the Santa Paula Elementary School District.

Chapter VI 1s a summary of the study which has

' been presented.




CHAPTER ITI
A DESCRIPTION OF THE ARFA AND THE

HISTORY OF SANTA PAULA

This chapter dezals with the physical déscription

and the develompment of the Santa Paula area as it grew from

a wilderness into an incorporated city of considerable size.

It relates important happenings of early inhabitants and ,

industry as well as religious and cultural development. It
is necessary to study the community and its growth and
;deve1Cpment in order to understand its influence on the

zelementafy school district of the locality.

The Physical Description of the Area

Santa Clara River Valley about fifteen miles east of the
‘Pacific Ocean. It is on State Highway 126, which is a new

freeway extending one mile east of Santa Paula, and will

eventually connect with U, S. Highway 99, It is bounded on
ithe north by the Coast Range Mountains aﬁd on the south by
gthe Santa Clara River, which winds between the hills and

;flows into the Pacific Ocean. TFillmore is ten miles to the

Santa Paula is loecated in Ventura County, iun : w1 =S R
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ecast and Ventura is fourteen miles to the west. Oxnard isr
twenty miles to the southwest and Ojai 1s sixteen miles to
the northeast, |

- The Glen City, as it is often called since the
building of the Glen Tavernm Hotel in 1913, has an elevation
of 268 feet above sea level, It has a wild dry atmosphere,
iﬁdth a cool wind prevalling from the ocean most of the
itime. The temperature seldom goes above 90 degrees or
‘below 30 degrees. The weather is warm in summer and cool
in winter, but extremes of temperature are rarely experi-

enced.

| The Firet Inhabitants

|
1 “Santa Paula's recorded history starts with the

‘arrival in 1769 of the Portola Expedition. At that time

%the only inhabitants were a rather low type of Indians

nl

iknown as the Mupu. The Mupu Indians must have been a

éclan of the Chumash Tribe:; it is thought that theéy were the
%first inhabitants of the Santa Paula Area, None of these

Indiens are known to exist today.
| - It is hard for us to realize nowadéys that the

;hills and valleys of this area were infested with a plenti-
ful supply of various kinds of wild life in the early days.

!
I

1Clarence Earle Kelsey, Bistorical Committeeman,
Santa Paula Chamber of Commerce, Stories and Legends of the
~ Santa Clara Valley, 1961, p. 4, ‘




7
A hundred years ago black bears, grizzly bears, and moun-
tain lions roamed the land. Deer were also plentiful,
Wwild ducks, walley quail, raccoomns énd rabbits were found
‘in abundance, and for many years gave thellocal sportsmen
plenty of excltement.

| Development of this area began in the late 1700'5°
;the Mission Fathers installed an irrigation system and
ibraught water to this agricultural land for mission use
?from the Santa Paula Creek., Father Crespl and others on

%the Portola Expedition called the area Santa Paula as early

as 1800, aithough the Indians originally called 1t Mupu.
§This village was also known as Boulder at one time. Survayé
imaps of 1859 mark the spot of the remains of an old chapel ;
?in Santa Paula. "In 1850 our valley with less than half a
e | jdozen American residents was still a part of Santa Barbara

‘§County.“2 Ventura County was established Jamuary 1, 1873.

%At this time the site of Santa Paula was still a wilderness.

LAk I 'jThé""éity of Santa Paula 1g entirely within the tract of
jland_known as the Rancho Santa Paula Y Saticoy, which was
;granted to Manuel Jimeno by the Mexican governor of
‘California. A few other Spanish settlers lived in the area

iat this time. This land was sold to A. P. More and
iAssociates, then to Ceorge W. Briggs for $40,000 in 1862,

"Mr. Briggs intended to lay out Santa Paula as a temperance

ZVeva Allee, Santa Paula High Lights, a historical .
_ Paper, October 13, 1952, p. 3. i
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town; however, he left the area and never returned. The

mineral rights were sold to Mr. Edward Haskell in 1864."3

" Industries and Growth of Santa Paula

Agriculture has always been the most important

ibusiness in this areaz, the wain crops being citrus,
‘walﬂuts, and lima beans. il and livestock have also

helped the growth of Santa Paula,

Nathan Weston Blanchard and E 1.. Bradley made a

itrip through the valley in 1865 and were highly impressed
Swith what they saw. Then in 1872 they moved to Santa
%P&ula, Mr. Blanchard withlhis family. Blanchard and
éBradley bought 2,700 acres of land from E, B, Higgins, who
ihad purchased the land from George G. Briggs. The assessed

valuation of this land at that time was $28,518,
‘Mr. Blanchard and Mr. Bradley planned for a little town

site, the land was laid out in lots and were sold. The

?growth of the little town was’ very slow at first due to
?several dry years, followed by several wet years. The only
Ebusiness establishment was a small liquor store as late as
%1875. Blanchard and Bradley enlarged the Santa Paula Creek
?irrigation ditch which the Indian Mission workers had dug.
éThese.water rights have belonged to the Santa Paula Water
:Wbrks since 1891.

3kelsey, op. eit., p. 5.
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In spite of the fact that four historians state
that Blanchard and Bradley built the first flour
mill at Mill Park in 1871, a year bafore their
arrival, the "Ventura Signal,'' a newspaper run by
John Bradley, reported on July 22, 1871: 'The Santa
Paula Mill has been stopped for repalrs on the reser-
volr., Mr. Higgins informs us that he will be ready
for milling in a week or two, of which due notice
will be given." MNovember &, 1871: "The Santa Paula
Mill i{s apaln running and turning out a fine quality
of meal, graham flour, ete. Mr. Higgins informs us
that he is Preparing to manufacture flour." October
18, 1872: '"Bradley and Blanchard have the ground
cleared off for their new flouring mill at the Santa
Yaula Creek., As soon as the required material can
be had, its erection will be commenced and vigorously
pushed until completed." February 1, 1873: "A large
amount of machinery brought around the Horn was
delivered by the 8. S, Kalorama for Bradley and
Blanchard's new flouring mill at Santa Paula. Mr.
Blanchard informs us that they will soon be in run-
ning order." May 17, 1873: ''The new flouring mill
at Santa Paula is now 1n active work. We will tell
what a fine three story mill they have, with its
pawer'warking turbine, propelled by a large stream
of water,"

The mill had four runs of stome from two to four feet in
diamater. An exéellent grade of flour was produced at
first, but in later years they made only rolled barley,.
This mill ran successfully until 1888 when it burned down

and was not rebuilt, There 1s now a well at the socuth end

of M111 Park which furnishes water to part of the city.

There has never been a shortage of water in Santa

'Paula due to the foresight of the people responsible for

the Santa Paula Water Works were incorporated in 1891,

 the two water companies; the Thermal Belt Water Company and

41bid., pp. 4-5..




‘jar&ﬂges and lemons. Blanchard is credited with the first

There were 1,500 shares of stock valued at $100 a share.
All of these were acéuired by Nathan Blanchard and E, L.
pradley. The Thermal Belt Water Company and the Limoneira
Company were both incorporated in 1893; one depended on thei
other. Blanchard and Bradley allowed the Thermal Belt |
Water Company to own all the stock in the Santa Paula Water
:Works.. The Thermal Belt Water Company was organized to

‘supply water at cost to its etock owners but the company

was given no capital stock value. The manager of these
water companies was twenty-year-old Charles Collins Teague.§
:He also became manager of the Limoneira Corporaticn in 1899E
‘and was most successful in his undertakings.

: Nathan Blanchard and E., L. Bradley set out the
ifirst orange tree in the Santa Paula area in 1874--100

iacres of seedling oranges that were budded to valencia

ilarge orange production in this area, as PBradley died in

i
.

jthe Blanchard orange crop of 1892 as follows: "Seventy-
;five years ago, January 1892, The frult crop this season
ifram the orchards of N, W. Blanchard of Sanﬁa Paule will
éfili 75 to 100tcars with each carload worth $800.“5 |

'Blanchard and Bradley made extensive contributions in grain

:production and sheep raising. Walnut groves and lima bean |

|
|
W

5Star Free Press, January 31, 1967.
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" pany wag formed in the 1880's and by 1889 had fifty pumping .

to Montalvo.

trustees. The plamning commission mow has a seven-man

‘board, but it was first set up on a five-man basis. In

11
fields flourished a few years later., OLl was discovered in

the vicinity in 1880, 'The Hardison and Stewart Cil Com-

wells, averaging 700 barrels a day. In 1890 it was reorgan-
jzed and merged into the Unlon Oil.“6 ‘The Santa Clara
valley, from Newhall to Ventura, is the birthplace of the |

California oll industry, In 1887 the Southern Pacific
Railroad bullt a branch line through the city, from Saugus

On April 22, 1902 Santa Paula became an iﬂcarparateq
i !

city of the sixth class, with an operating board of five

3192? the Council-Mayaf system was instituted, the mayor
jbeing elected by the five-man council, The city operated

as a general law city of.the-sixth class. In 1951 the city‘

!
council installed the ecity administrative class; this has

. In 1903 the voluntecr fire department was organized
-as a result of a disastrous fire that destroyed the Santa

;Paula business district from Davis Street to Eighth. In

11935 the present fire station was built, and an additien E
i |

éwas added in 1958, The present police station was built in;

51951 and the modern structure is a source of pride to the

A tre—y—e

ﬁAllee, op. ¢it., p. 1. i
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as part of the Civie Center Project.

Ethe guidance of people who werae concerned with spiritual,
Ecult:ural, and educational well-being of thelr community;
as-well as 1ts economic aspects.
;first-denomination to organize a church in Santa Paula, In
'1878 they had a building and an envollment of thirteen

?members. Today there are more than two dozen churches in

this city of approximately 16,000,

‘today there are eight public elementary schools in Santa

‘Paula. In 1889 the Santa Paula Academy was opened and
In 1891 it was sold to the cit ty for $8,000 and becams the

iLibrary, financed by Nathan Blanchard as a memorial to his

'son, was opened to the public in 1910.

community. In 1958 the present City Hall was bullt, and

plans have been made to build a City-County Court Puilding .

Religious and Cultural Development
of Santa Paula

"Right from the start it was fortunate to be under

" he Raptists were the

_In,1882 the first public grammar school was opened; .

Santa Paula High School. The Dean Hobbs Blanchard Memorial

|

Tn 1958 the Thille family gave $350,000 as a
memorial to Nick Thille for the purpose of building the

“1bid., p. 5.




santa Paula Memorial Hospital. The ten-acre site was given
by the Teague-McKevett rauchers; later they gave an addi-
tional sixteen acres. ‘This plcturesque spot is on the
hillside in the noxthern part of town overiooking the rest

of the city as well as the Santa Clara Valley.

Disasters of the Glen City

| Eighteen hundrod eighty~seven was a dry year, and
:it 15 sald three~fourths of the stock died in the area.
In the middle of December in 1883, the éast wind blew hot
zand strong for nearly a month. Everything dried up and

‘dust clouds hung over the valley until South Mountain could

‘bavely be seen., Santa Paula residents expected snother dry

;yaar, but they were wrong. The big raln started on January
26, 1884, and by February 8, sixteen inches of rain had
'éfallen. In March ten more inches of raln fell, and for the
Eseason forty inches of vain were recorded. There was much
suffering, damages, and finéﬁéiéi iéééeélcéﬁsé&mﬁ§“fhié-mm
jfreak season of nature. An Interesting report glven in
‘Clarence Kelsey's booklet is as follows:

: The hard packed ground of the hog peng on the

John Cummings Ranch became so soft that the hogs
¢climbed one on top of another, the bottom hogs sank
into soft earth and suffocated. The men tore down

bulldings to get boards to support as many hogs as
possible.8

13

8Kelsey, op. cit., p. 9.
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The St. Francls Dam broke in September of 1928,

taking the lives of hundreds as the flood swept through the|
canta Clara River Valley and over the scuthern portion of E
town on its way to the ocean. This enormous wave of
destruction carried mumerous homes and other buildings as
wall a8 herds of livestock down the riverbed, and dumped
most of the accumilation into the Pacific Ocean, This
digaster necessitated extensive reconstruction and clean-

up, and it greatly affected the lives of all the inhabl-

tants of the area,

Summary

The excellent location of Santa Paula has helped
give it incentive for growth. Since the late 1700's when
its only inhabitants were the Indians, its growth and
development has been from a wild valley to a rich agricul-
tural center, with the well-earned title, "The Lemon
..Capltal of the World."  'February 1892, a Santa Paula
'rancher claimg he cut 300 lemons from a single tree this
week, and in November he cut 200 from the same tree, &hich
still has about 500 left on its branches."g

The Mission Pathers started the development of the
.city by overseelng Indian workers as they built a small

mission and installed a primitive irrigation system., This

QStar Free Press, February 7, 1967,
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period was of short duration; the mission reverted back to |

nature,

The irrigation system was rebullt and jmproved for
the purpose of runuing the old mill in 1871, Due to the
foresight of early settlers of Santa Paula the water supply
has always been adequate. |

Agriculture has always been the leading industry_of
Santa Paula with the oil industry rumning a clogse second.
Manufacturing Ffirms of the city produce corrugated boxes,
wmderwear, bullding materials, industrial sllencers, sheet

metal and oll tool products. Modern packing plants process

‘oranges, lemons, and avocados of the surrounding country-

glde. In 1880 oil was discovered In the area and has

‘alwvays greatly alded the economy. Santa Paula is the

‘birthplace of the Union Oil Company which was founded

October 17, 1890. The history is well preserved in the

California 011 Museum at the corner of Tenth and Main

data and equipment. All the lumber used in the museum,
which was the original home office of the Union 0il of
Californla, was shipped around the Horn in the 1880's and

milled at the site.

Santa Paula is the geographical center of Ventura

County in the fertile Santa Clara Valley. It escapes the

congestion and tensions which plague 8o many modern cities, '

e 2
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This beautiful city has a climaote that ie a mediterranean
o : marvel., The weather 1s usually pleasant and is alr condi-
jtioned, a courtesy of the Pacific Ocean, It is favored by

S Eitﬂ superb natural setting and a sound and growing eccnomy.

i
: |
!
I i
i
i
|
i
|
1
i
|




CHAPTER, TII

THE HISTORY OF THE SANTA PAULA
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

A study of the Santa Paula Flementary School Dis-
.tfict's development makes it apparent that the growth has
been one of gradual expanszion. It has escaped the rapid
jgrowth of other city elementary school districts in Ventura
;County, but for the last decade 1t has continued to grow at
‘the rate of about a hundred students per year.
} Roland J. Roberts is the present superintendent of
JSanta Paula Flementary Schools, and he has capably served
in this capacity since 1959, Hils offlce 1is now located at
3506 West Main Street. The eight public schools in the |

‘East Pleasant Street; Barbara Webster School, 1150 Saticoy
‘Street: Isbell School, 221 South Fourth Street; Grace S.
%Thille School, 1144 Ventura Street; Blanchard School, 115
;Peck Road; Glen City School, 141 Steckel Drive; and
Cerebral Palsy School, Eleventh and Santa Paula Streets.
This chapter deals with specific growth and devel-
- opment of each individual school of the district, and with




the history of the particular prominent citizens whose

pnames the schools carry. It also includes the Cerebral
Paley School and elementary schools of the district that

have wvanished from the sites they once cccupled.

Santa Paula's First School

Santa Paula's first school is thought to have been
on the very spot where Glen City School is located, 141
Steckel Drive and West Maim Street. At that time, about
the year 1873, there was no school district. The first
school was a private school located on the private property
of an early piloneer who pald a teacher to Instruct all the
children who lived near enough to attend,

- Jefferson Crane was a plonesr who came to the area

in 1861 to work with George Briggs, his uncle. Mr. Crane ‘
 bullt a home in Santa Paula in 1868. He wrote a hiatoricalf
paper stating that "the first school was held in a small 7?
'mﬂﬁiiaigéwgfénaiﬁé'sﬁnﬁhéﬁmig'gg@Jﬁgﬁé”TQgéﬁéfgmiémgﬁ e

vl Miss

orchard and it was taught by Miss Augusta Stevens.
Stevens taught in several Ventura County Schools both
before and after her work as Santa Paula's first teacher.

Mrs. Thelma B. Bedell, a Santa Paula resident who for many

years was teacher, principal and curriculum co-ordinator of:
!
. the Santa Paula Elementary Scheols, wrote the following in :

Fe—

lJefferson Crane, Historical Paper, Ventura County |
Ploneer Historical Museum, 1523, p. 3. = |
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a paper entitled, Santa Paula's School District Develop-

ment: "It's quite possible that Santa Paula's first school j
'was on Briggs property, since Mr. Briggs owned and laid out |
20 acre plots in what later was to become Santa Paula

:Township under N, W. Blanchard's planning."z

Santa Paula's Fivst Public Schools

? | The first Publiec Schicol of Santa Paula was located

at 1075 East Main Street (then Mupu Street), near Tenth

Street, in the year of 1876, This school house, which was :

jbuilt as a dwelling, had ove large main room and a small

i&nteroom. The teachers in this school in the years of
1876, 1877 and 1878 were Mr. Cruvrine, Mr. Alvord, and Mr,

‘and Mrs. partolet, respectively. Mr. Elijah Boor was also

i ‘an early teacher in this first public school of Santa
Paula* he taught in 1879 with Mrs, Guiberson as his

[ ey —

____________________ ggﬁig;ant.“ Tha avaxlah}e hlstorical 1iterature mentions
that Mr, Giberson was also a teacher before 1879 although
:no certain year is given, it was probably in 1875. It does:
give an account of his tragic death, the result of a
-rattlesnake bite. | |

; " The bullding that was used for the Santa Paula
‘Public School house was moved from Main Street to the |

- corner of Yale and Mill Streets, the present Santa Paula

2Thelma B. Bedell, Santa Paula School District
Development, Curriculum Department December, 1960 P. 1.




‘peace and a constable, but no school house.

 for services; the Raptiste, Methodists, Presbyterians, and

*

mill, one liquor store, one drug store, & general merchan-

,édiser; there were also a& boot and shoe shop, a Jjustice of

year Santa Paula was said to be second in size to San

‘Puena-Ventura and to have a fine school house and a good

7 , , 20
.City Hall site. It was used as a school for upper-division.
.students until the construction of the Ventura Street _
‘School in 1882, At that time it was moved across the Santa%
éClara River and used as a dwelling.

: A three-room house was constructed on Main Street
to replace the little house that was used for Santa P&ula’si
ifirst public school, This new buillding was used for Santa
iPaula's Public Primary School for several vears. Mr, and
EMrs. Everman taught here with Mrs. Guiberson as an aesist- |
éant; thigs must have been in the ycars 1880 and 1881, Miss z
iVictaria Shore taught the primary chlldren there in 1882,

'On Sunday religious groups of the city met in the building

:Sautharn Methodists each used the buillding one Sunday a

mﬁnth 1t is thought when tha 0ld South Grammar School was

|
occupied in 1898 this old house reverted to a dwelllng.

The Old ve.ntvra Stre@.’t ....School S OO OAON ey

"Santa Paula had, in 1881, a hotel, a flowering

n3 The next

3Thompson and West, History of Santa Barbara and
Ventura Counties, California, p. 10 _ i




jschool. This was the Ventura Street School which was built .
‘in-1882, where the post office parking lot is now located,
éThe upper grades were taught in this bullding by Mr. T. 0.

gToland who later became a prominent Callfornla attorney

i

I
f
1

i
i
|

E

'clagercom until 1882, 'The Ventura Street School the first.

a new wing had been added to the Barbara Webster School.
iIt was at this time that the old Ventura Street School
ébﬁilding was torn down and the present Santa Paula City

?Hall was built on the site,

:District. Lot for school house in Santa Paula, Considera-
}txon--qéoo 0G. ruft It is thought that the property referred

lto 18 the land on the south side of Ventura Street where

'epot where the orlginal Main Street one-room house, used

fschocl bullding constructed In Santa Paula, was moved

21|

and Judge. "On December 15, 1883, there appeared the
following item in the County Recorder's Records: ‘N, W.
Blanchard and Mary E. Bradley to Santa Faula School

tha Santa Paula City Hall is now located. This was the
‘as a school, had been moved to be used as an upper-grade -

across Ventura Street to the south side soon after this

puruhase wae made, This old city school was in use until

“Bedell, op. cit., p. 5.




The 0ld South Crammar School

] The 0ld South Grammar School was constructed and
éoccupied in 1898, on the north slde of Ventura Street at ;
'the one hundred block on South Mill Street. This is where
the Ventura Street School was built and originally stood
jbefore it was moved across the street, and where the Santa
éP&ula Post OFffice parking lot is now located. The old
?school was a two-story frame building, adequate for all the
istudents in the city of grades three through eight. The
éfirst and second graders attended the Ventura Street School
éacross the street. Allegedly 200 elementary children were
‘atténding these two schools in 1898. | |
| ' Two sisters, Mrs. Barbara Miller Webster and Mlss
iElaie Millér, came to the 0ld South Grammar School to do

‘their filrst teaching in Santa Paula. Both of these women

‘were teachers and administrators in the Santa Paula Flemen~:

‘honored when an elementary school was named for her, Miss
1Fannie Merry became the principal of the 0ld South Grammar
‘School in the year of 1920. She had been a professor at a
Teachers Training Institute in Boston. Miss Merry proved
‘to have new educational ideas and the ability to launch
them, A departmentalized program, a teacher for each |
subject, was adopted that fear, and all the children of

grades four through elght participated.
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Fig. 1.--McRevett School facing Pleasant Street in 1967.
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- doned and the students were transferred to the newly-built |

£ R i Bt i

. 8chool. Mr., William Hudson was the contractor and this

[ et O —_ S - -
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r
It was in the 01ld South Grammar Scheool in 1915 that

Miss Luéy Youngman joined the Santa Paula Elementary Staff
‘ag an art teacher. Mrs, Bedell relates interesting details
concerning Miss Youngman and another young lady.

The young applicants were met at the train,
taken to trustees' homes for interviews, where they
were acked questions covering all facts of their
lives, not just academic qualifications, and then
they visited our schools. The superintendent, Mr,
Charles D. Jones, introduced them to various
clagses, and when he got to the eighth grade, he
asked the students to vote on their cholice as art
teacher. Mlss Youngman was chosen and got the job.
It may have been a combined opinion of the board
and the students, but Miss Youngman still remembers
this particular eighth grade class with affection.d

‘Miss Youngman was & teacher for many years In the Santa

iPaula System and has continued to make her home in Santa |
%Paula. The Superintendent of the Santa Paula Elementary
%Scheals, Mr. Charles D. Jones, had hls office in the 0l1d 5
;Scuth Grammar School building from 1898 to 1926, 1t was
;th@ year of 1926 that this old school building was aban=

%Isbell School.,

MeKevett School

In 1911, Mrs. C. H, McKevett gave land surrcunded

i
|
!
|
by Pleasant, Mi1l, Virginia Terrace and Tenth Streets for a
|

'school to be built. The school was known as North Grammar

5

Bedell, op. cit., p. 6.
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‘elght-room school received a natlonal award because it was

the best planned school bullt in the United States in the

year of 1911. The school was renamed to the McKevett

chhool in honor of Mrs. McKevett in 1927. Participants in

George Bond, the contractor, William Hudson, members of the

?McKevett family, and the ploneer section of the Santa Paula|

the dedicaﬁien program were the principal, Thelma B
Bedell, the Superintendent of the Santa Paula Schools,

‘Ebell Club,

i
1

A kindergartén unit was bullt at the McKevetf

‘Sohool in 1929, This was planned by Miss Elsie Martin,

ikindargarten teacher, and the architect, Roy Wilson. Four

lelasgrooms were added in 1938, and the school was com-

plataly modernized in 1952,

A memory garden of camellias was planted in the

gpatio to commemorate Supevintendent George Bond. This

éhanor was bestowed by friends who realized this man's great

"love of nature. Native california flowérs and shrubs were "

%planted here also to provide a learning situation fof the

jinterested of the school., The landscape was planned by a

California naturalist, Theodore Payne.

There are 334 children'enrolled in the McKevett

' School this year (1966), with twelve classrooms of grades

kindergarten through three. There are two classrooms of

special classes. Mrs. Wilma Turchik is the principal, and

has been for the past four years.

26

!

i
!

B —— . . -




T S R ST A b

s

|
‘more years, and was teacher-principal for a few years

Rarbara Webster School

Barbara Miller Webster, for whom Barbara Webster
‘School wag renamed, became the principal of that school
éwhen it was first bullt in 1925, and served in this capac-
éity until her retirement in 1948. This school was known as |
%the Canyon Scheol until it was renaﬁﬁd in Mrs. Webster's
‘honor. Barbara Webster started teaching in the Santa Paula
Elémensary School in 1911 when she accepted a teaching
;posiﬁiam at what is now McHevett School; at that time the

school was known ag the 0ld North Grammar School. She

taught there until the year of 1915 vhen she went with her

i
family to live in Uteh. After her husband died in 1918,
ﬂmrs. Webster returned to Santa Paula and resumed her teach-

ing career at the McKevett School. She taught for several

%before accepting the responsibility of prinecipal of
éMbKevett School, She was principal in the McKevett School
until she accepted the position of the first principal of
the Canyon School in 1925,

1 Barbara Webster was born in Sparta, Illinois, on

§September 3, 1883. She came to California to go to San

‘Jose Normal School. After graduating in 1906, she accepted
. |
her first teaching position at Satlicoy. She was married in-

1913 to D. A. Webster, editor of the Santa Paula Ch“onicle.;

This Santa Paula educator organized the first group,
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of Camp Fire Girls in Santa Paula. She was a member of the!
American Association of University Women, a member of the

National Retired Teachers' Association, and a charter mem-

ibar of Delta Kappa Gamma. She belenged to the Presbyterian
Church, the Santa Paula Chapter of the Eastern Star No. | 1
185, and to the Soroptimist Club. She was one of the |
founders of the Santa Paula Ebell Club, serving as its
president in 1915. She was an actilve worker in these

organizations until her death at eighty years of age.

i . Many Mexican families moved to Santa Paula in the

early 1920*5 to work in citrus, walmut and field crops. o

i
1

iThe Canyon School was built at 1150 Satlcoy Street, in the

5Mexican section of the city, with thelr needs in mind.

‘Classes vaere developmd especlally for the Spanish-speaking

!children and were taught for several years, as long as theyj

'seemed to be needed. The Mexican parents were taught

citizenship, health, and homemaking. The PTA meetings were
éheld in Spanish for many years at this school because many
iMexican parents could neither speak nor understand the
English language.

i CIn 1948, Thelma B. Bedell became the Barbara
Webster School principal and served until 1960 when Arthur

EPhelan took over the responsibility. Dr. Phelan accepted a

‘position in the State Department of Education in 1962, and |

iGuy Spracklen was the new principal for two years.

Mr, Spracklen is now in charge of Educational Services and
a } I . . ;
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jPersonnel. Mr. Eugene Marzec became principal for the )
‘school year of 1964-65. William Schafifer is the present '
;principal of the Barbara Webster School and the Cerebral i
iPalay school. Mr. Robert O. Funk 1s the Vice-Principal.

i When the Barbara Webster School was first built in
é1925, there were éight classrooms, two restrooms and an
écfﬁice. A few years later a bumgalow was moved onto the
égrmmcis and used for the cafeteria. Additlons to the
school were built in 1934 and again in 1936. Six new
‘classrooms, a cafetorium with a scating capacity of 400,
Iand new offices were comstructed in 1952, There are now

twenty-one classrooms, adequate restroom facilities, office

'space, and the cafetorium at the Parbara Webster School.

'§ixz hundred twenty are enrolled at the present time.

Isbell School

E ~ Mrs. Isaac (Olive Mamn) Isbell, for whom Isbell

School was named, was a pioneer Santa Paulan. She was the

'first public echool teacher in California. In Santa Clara,

on December 15, 1846, she opened the first pﬁblic school of,

;California in a converted stable. She had several students
ibut only a half dozen McGuffey's readers, a few arithmetic
‘and geography books, quill pens, and three slates.

‘ The next spring in Monterey, she taught fifty-six

students in a room over the town calaboose. Two-thirds of

Lthese children were Spanish-speaking Mexicans, a language

g

e
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Fig., 5.-~Isbell School facing 4th Street in 1967,

Fig. 6.--Isbell Shop in the foreground and
Art Bullding in the background.
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‘that she could neither speak nor understand.
| Olive Mann Isbell was a relative of Horace Manmn,

the educator, and the daughter of Warren Mann. She was

‘born on August 8, 1824, in Ashtabula, Ohioc. When she was
étwenty—two years old, she married Dr. Isaac C., Isbell and
ithe:y set out for Californla in a caravan of twenty-four
wagons. They miraculqusly escaped the fate of the Domner
Party by-a last-minute decision not to team up with them;
they put their trust in a Truckee Indian guide who took
them to the Humbolt sink. The‘men éf this party were
ﬁersuadad to joln General Fremont in the war against |

'Mexico, with the exception of Dr. Isbell who was left in

' charge of the women and children. When the war was over,
the remainder of the party went on to Santa Clara. In the
spring the Isbells moved to Monterey. Then after purchas-
ing land in San Jose, they lived on the‘ranch in a log
cabin. Mrs. Isbell cooked for the men who were on their
way to the Sutter's Fort and Siocktcn gold mines. She
often took care of their gold and had, on occasions, 150
pounds of ére hidden in the cabin. Dr. Isbeli sold the
Indians beads and raisins; pound for pound, in trade for
gold. Dr. and Mrs. Isbell moved to Texas and accumulated

land and cattle valued at $75,000. This they had to leave

behind because when the Clvil War'erupted these two Union

sympathizers escaped into Mexico toward the hangman's noose

from the South. They went to Mazatlan and tcok a steamer
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éto San Francisco. In 1865 the Isbells moved to Santa
'Paula. Dr. Isbell died in 1866 and Mrs. Isbell died on
March 26, 1899, at 74 years of age.

This item came Ffrom the Ventura Stor Free Press on

Thursday, March 2, 1967, in "Our Yesterdays" column:

Seventy~five years ago, March 1897. Mrs. Olive

M. Isbell of Santa Paula was honored as the first
publiec school teacher in Califernia. She taught at
the Santa Clara Mission School in 1846. Mrs. Isbell
says she once entertained Kit Carson and Gen. John
C. Fremont in her home.

‘Isbell School was constructed in the years of 1925
and 1926, at the corner of Fourth and Harvard Streets. It
boasted of twenty-one classrooms, an auditorium, a
cafeteria and administrative facilities. Children of the
old Scuth Grammar School were to attend the newly built
Isbell School of Fourth Street and Harvard Boulevard.

A few days after the Isbell School was completed in

iOld. South CGrammar School, the teachers and puplls of grades
one through teight: walked to their new eclassroom at the
Isbell School, Miss Fannie Merry, who had been Principal
of the 01d South Grammar School, was now the Isbell School
Principal. Grades six through eight had a departmentalized
program. This school was dedicated to the community in
this same month, February 1926, with the following groups
presiding: the Adolph Camarillo Family, the Pioneer

]February 1926, and at the end of a farewell assembly at the

6

Star F¥ree Press, March 2, 1967,
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- Section of the ¥bell Club, and the Nativé Sons of the
}Golden West.

"1824--~1899

In Memory of Olive Mann Isbell

First American School Teacher in Califorunia®

Thie is a copy of the plaque that was laid at the
Tshell School entrance. ''The mortar contained sand from
every couﬁty in California and water from every California
Mission."’

The Tsbell School Shop was built with funds
obtained from the sale of the 01d South CGrammar School.
The old school was sold to the city to be used as the City

‘Hall.

to the first-floor windows, causing extensive damage.
Maszive debris, even houses, were deposited on the play-
ground; as a result an enormous amount of cleaning was
necessary. Because of this and because the water running

down Harvard Street (the River Street) during the rainy

season overflowed the school grounds, the dikes around the

school were made, Extensive remodeling has been done
throughout the years and a cafetorium, stage, and mutri-
tionist's office were completéd in 1956. It was this same

year that the core program was adopted,

“tn 1928 the St. Francis Dam Flood water came almost|

7Bedell, op. cit., p. 7.

b
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| Iﬁ 1829 there were 667 students occupying the
%twenty-one rooms of Isbzll School, which consilsted of
;grades one through eight. Thirty-six students graduated
from the eighth grade in that year. In 1951, because of
increased enrollment, only sixth through eighth graders
attended the Ishell Juniocr High School. In 1960 there were
756 students in the twenty-elght rooms of Junior High
School, including only sixth, seventh and eighth grades;
250 eighth grade students graduated.

Since 1962 only seventh and eighth grades have been.
at Isbell School. This year there are 654 enrolled in

iseventh and eighth grade and 319 expect to graduate from

]

}the eighth grade. Mr., Fugene Marzec is the principal of
the Tsbell School. |

The Cerebral Palsy‘School

The Santa Paula Cerebral Palsy School, operated by
the Santa Paula Elementary School District, opened
Septembar 16, 1946, with Miss Geraldine Martin as the

teacher of ten students. Those most responsible for its

beginning were the Ventura County Superintendent of
Schools, Dean Triggs, and his staff, under the direction of
|Mrs. Olivia Hathaway who was Coordinator of Health at that 1

time; the staff of the County Health Department, under the

direction of Dr., Frank Gallison; the Santa Paula Elementaryf

School Board, which at that time consisted of Mrs, Ellis
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.;;Thé_Cétebral PalsﬁWSchool on
- Santa Pauls Street in 1967.
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Fig. 8.--The Cerebral Palsy School on 1lth Street in 1967.




s i G B S i L e bR T S

FW,__mWw__ﬁwgm_“gvW_Mﬁﬂw_mw,ﬂ_m_,
-‘Ciacamazzi, lLouis 0. Hager, and Fred Udall; Santa Paula's
'Sup@rintendent of Flementary Schools in 1946, Ray Denlay;
‘and the Crippled Children's Society, with Richard Bard as
president and Mrs. Margaret Bohler as executive secretary.
!Many service clubs and organlzations of Ventura County, &s
}well as many individuals, geve much help in establishing
this speclal school. Just a year before this school was

organized'the'caliﬁornia Legislature provided extra finan-

|eial aid for cerebral palsied children. It costs about

three times as much pex pupil to educate a student in the

end, the state reimburses each school district $910 per
ichild per year above the regular cost of educatlon. lThe
high per pupil cost for this special school distorts

| statistics on the cost of education fa;}the Santa Paula
Elementary District. The figures 1ook somewhat higher for
the regular pupil than it actually ie.

The Cerebral Palsy School leased the United States
Qovernment Nursery School Bullding at the corner of Santa
paula and Eleventh Streets, on the same campus as the |
Rarbara Webster Elementary School. 1In 1949 the building
was purchased from the federal govermment and remodeled.
The remodeling was done at & minimum fee because of the
donated labor and the generous building material dealers

who provided supplies. A new wing of three classrooms

and restroom facilities was added in 1958, The physical

—36

Cerebral Palsy School as in regular public school. To this

|
|
|
|
|
ll
|
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?therapy and the occupational therapy rooms were enlarged;

?the old building was again remodeled, and a fence to

'ienclose the school was added.

| . - It is thought that this 1s the oldest Countywide

' Cerebral Palsy School in California. Until recently it
served all districts in Ventura County. (Siml Unified
School District now sends its orthopedically handicapped |
1l children to an institution in the San Fermando Valley;)
Forty-eight puplle are enrolled at the Cerebral Palsy
School at the present time; there are seven on the waiting
1ist. There are thirty-two cerebral palsy cases, eigﬁt

muscular dystrophy victims, and eight with miscellaneous

wheelchairs. Besides the regular enrollees, others come

each day for special speech therapy only. There are four
Twelve is the maximum class load, with an age span of only
teacher relationship for the pupil's progress evaluation..
The County Health Department pays for physical, occupa-

tional and speech therapists to help the children of the
school, In éddition, each teacher is provided with a lay

progress of the students once a month, Referrals for

prospective pupils are presented to the admissions

|
|

orthopedic handicaps enrolied. Twenty of the pupils are in,

special credentialed teachers in the Cerebral Palsy School.

four years, It is a nongraded school, with a close parent-

helper. A medical team consisting of a pediatriclan and an:

' orthopedic surgeon visits the school to review the medical
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?commtttee who decides ﬁhich children can profit most from
%the academic program of the school, as academic subjects
‘are stressed, Admissions are on a trial basis. The
minimum age is three and the maximum age is elghteen.

The Cerebral Palsy School has what is probably the
i

ment is needed for the students and the PTA has purchased
endless items for the school. The horse show, staged
annually in Ojal and presented by the Ventura County Saddle
Club on the filrst Saturday in Jﬁne, has proved the bilggest
money-maker of all the fund-raising events, It brought in
over $2,000 last year. The PTA landscaped the grounds in
1949, furnishing'equipment as well as plants. The Ventura
County and Santa Paula Garden Clubs and the American
|Begonia Society also helped with the planning and the
planting of this project. The PTA has been trying to
change the name of the school, although no decisions have
been made on the new name,

"Oour goal is to make a child reach his potential in
all areas and to make him a productive member of society,"
said Principal Bill Shaffer, who is also the principal of
the adjoining Barbara Webster School. The Barbara Webster
School Cafeteria provides the food for the Cerebral Palsy

School and some of the older students eat there. Food is

brought for the other students, who eat in one of their

| — ————— ——— —

most active PTA unit to be found anywhere; it was organized.

about a month after the school opened. Much special equip-—j
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classrooms. The diet is the same as for all other children?
in the Santa Paula Elementary School System. The Cerebral !
Palsy School is on an acre campus and cammot be further
expanded. County Superintendent Dean Triggs says that
Ventura County will eventually have to supply additional
facilities in this area of education. "Triggs said he
feels the Santa Paula district has done 'an outstanding
job'! and because of its general'location in the county, the.

facility probably will continue there indefinitely."s

Glen City School

The Santa Paula Elementary School District _
pufchased property on Steckel Drive for a school site. The
land purchase was made from Dana Teague; years ago this
land was owned by George Briggs. When the purchase was
made the school board was not aware that this site was the
jdentical location of the first school in Santa Paula; a
private school taught by Mlss Augusta Stevens. _

Construction of the Glen City School (then called
Wést School) was completed in'1952. It consisted of one
kindergarten building, nine classrooms, and an administra-
tive unit. Three classrooms were added in 1954 and another
kindergarten classroom and a storage room were completed 1.1:15i

1958, It was at this time, when Raymond Denlay was serving

8

Star Free Press, December 4, 1966. ;
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Fig. 9.-«Glen City School classrooms
on 141 Steckel Drive in 1967,

Fig. 10.--Glen City School Office Building
and Kindergartens in the background.
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from the playground area.

Fig. 12,--Unique Playground Equipment
at the Glen City School.

41

Fig. 1l.~~Glen City School Classrooms
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as Superintendent of the Santa Paula Elementary Schools,
‘that the name of the school was changed to Glen City School.

In 1956 the United States Government offered to
give a few surplus airplanes to schools for playground
equipment. The advertlsement in the "Weekly Reader' stated.
that certain schools would be chosen according to partic-
ular letters recelved. It was the letters of Mrs. Ethyl
Hamilton and her class that acquired the plane. This
project was at the tﬁﬁe an educational undertaking as it
consisted of letter writing experlences, enthuslastic
excursions, and extensive study in history and science.
This unique learning process spread'thraughout the classes
and continues into present clasges who are still corres-
‘ponding with an airplane crew.

Construction of a small patio classroom of brick
and redwood was complated on June 12, 1961, In dedication
the PTA sexrved coffee to faculty members and parents the
next morning. The patio was in use that very afterncon.
The district speech therapist, Dr. George Linn, used this
room to teach speech classes and both he and his student
appreclated the pleasant, sky-topped classroom with its
southern exposure. Formerly he had been teaching among
boxes of play equipment and other school supplies in the
school storeroom. The patio opens off the teachers' lunch

room and the use of it 1s at thelr disposal,

Mrs. Dorothy Pinkerton is now the principal of the
]
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.Glen City School and has been since it was bullt in 1852,
j'I‘hia beautiful school has seventeen classrooms and 513

primary students.

Grace 8, Thille School

Dr. Grace Sharp Thille, for whom Santa Paula's East
School was renamed at the begimming of the 1964-65 school
term, wags a ploneer doctor in the area. She was only a
child when she moved to Santa Paula with her family, from
Santa Rosa, in 1876. Mrs, Thille was the f£irst woman
doctor to receive a degree from what 1s now Stanford
Medical School., "She studied medicine at Cooper's Medical
School in San Francisco, then practiced for several years
as a horse and buggy doctor in Saticoy, working with
Dr, J. C. Strong of Santa Paula and Dr. C. L. Bard of
Ventura."g

Dr. Thille and her husband have been major contrib-
utors and she is now a director of the Santa Paula Memorial
Hospital, She has been very active in the Santa Paula
Fbell Club, serving twlce as presldent. Dr. Thille has
beén actively involved in the social, cultural and philan-
thropic life of the entire community.
| In 1952, when Thille School (then called East

School) was flrst occupied, it consisted of a modern

9SantarPaula Daily Chronicle.
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Fig. 13.--Grace S. Thille School on
Ventura Street in 1967,

¥ig. 14.--Thille School viewed from
across the street,
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kindergarten room and a kitchen., An administrative office |

‘and three classrooms were added to the kindergaften unit in:

1954. Then in 1955, another kindergarten room and five
more classrooms were built. In 1960 there were 279 stu~-
dents of grades kindergarten through third. In 1966, two
more classrooms were built., There are pregently twelve
classrooms from K-3 and 324 students.

When the school was first cccupled, Joe Clochetti
was the principal. Then Iin 1962, when Mr. Clochetti
accepted an overseas position, Mrs, Wilma Turchik became
the principal. Then Mre. Muriel Coleman took over the
principalship in 1964, and works in that capacity at the

present time.

Blanchard School

Miss Sarah Blanchard wae presented with a parchment
scroll honoring the Blanchard famlly's leaderShip 7oll)in
developing the Santa Paula Schoole and community., This
honor was given by the Parent-Teacher Association of Santa

Paula and by the Santa Paula Elementary School Board on

October 30, 1960. Mrs. Theda Stewart, a board member, puts

thoughts into words in her tribute to the Blanchard family,'
_ ‘ f
with the following quote: "You simply cannot separate the !

Blanchards from the development of Santa Paula. It is f

their interest and one-mindedness in developing the schools.

of our cowmunity that firm our convictions that Santa Paula

L J
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Fig. 15.--Blanchard School Cafetorium in 1967.

Flg. 16.--Blanchard School 0ffice on South Peck Road,




must have a Blanchard SChool.“lO

Nathan Weston Blanchard, father of Dean, Sarah,
Funice and Nathah Junior, attended Colby College in Maine
for two years. While attending Colby hewtaught in three
different gchools to get money for his expenses. He came
to Célifornia and setiled in Dutch Flat in 1858. He served
on the education committee when he was elected to the state
agsembly, He had a lumber business when he married Ann
Elizabeth Hobbs in 1864. In 1870 the family settled in
Santa Paula. After selling the lumber business in 1872, he
and a partner, L. B, Higgins, started raising sheep on
2,700 acres of land east of Santa Paula. The Limonelra
Company was organized in 1893 by Mathan Blanchard and W. L.
Hardison., 7

| From 1872, as long as he lived, Mr. Blanchard was
identiflied with the development of Santa Paula, He was a
trustee on the Santa Paula Board of Education for many
years. He was president of the Santa Paula High School
Board for several years and was one of the founders; 1t was
called the Academy at that time, He was a member of the
Pomona College Board of Trustees for thirty years (until
his death in 1917), and was one of the committee who chose
the college site. He gave land to the first Protestant

church built in Santa Paula, and often preached the sermons

10

Star Free Press, October 31, 1960.
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The Santa Paula Public Library building was
presented by the Blanchards as a memorial to thelr first
child, Dean Hobbe, who died at the age of six years.

Sarah Eliot Blanchard, who was four vears old when
the family moved to Santa Paula, went to school only one
year, Her mother proved to be a good teacher, however, and
Sarah was one of the f£irst school teachers in Santa Clara
Valley when she was only eighteen., She had passed the
teachers examination at an earlier date but authorities
.would not lesue the certificate untll she was elghteen
years old. Her firet teaching asslgmment was at the Live
Oak School, where the Paul Leavens residence now stands on
Telegraph Road. She taught there two years; the former
teacher, Mr., Boor, was run off by unruly boys. At the
Blanchard School dedication Sarah Blanchard said, "It never
would(have been possible without those same boys. They
looked me over the first day of school and decided I wasn't
a worthy adversary so instead of defying me they decided to
help this poor little thing." In her tribute Hrs. Stewart
declared wittily, "This wae the first application of educa-

tional psychology in Santa Paula."

Nathan Weston Blanchard, Jr., married a Santa Paulaf
échool teacher, Esther McClelland, Their three children
were Weston, a former Santa Paula mayor and fof the past

ten years a teacher in the Coalinga ecity schools, Dean, a

world traveler and lecturer, and Eliot (deceased in 1965),

g
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a Santa Paula rancher. The Ellot Blanchard famlly were

always very active in the Santa Paula community. Mrs.

Elliot (Elizabeth) Blanchard was a member of the Santa Paula

Elementary School Board for several years, even when the
Blanchard Scheool property was purchased. She 18 now a
member of the Santa Paula High School Board of Trustees,
Both Mr, and Mrs. Eliot Blanchard graduated from Stanford
University. Mrs. Blanchard is planning a teaching career;
she is envolled in California Lutheran College and is now
doing her practlce teaching in the Pleasant Valley Schools:
in Camarillo.

In February of 1957, the Santa Paula Elementary

School Board purchased a ten-acre lemon and walnut orchard,;‘

formerly part of Peck Ranch, to take care of the growth in
West Santa Paula. On October 30, 1960 the first unit of |
the Blanchard Schocl was dedicated. The building of four
classrooms with a utility room and a restroom building
large enough to serve eight classrooms was completed, The
building costs averaged $12.17 per square foot. The total
coat of the comstruction was $76,770:; this included the
preparation of the new school site and the paved area. 1In
the summer of 1961 an additional four classrooms were
completed, A cafeﬁorium, four new classrooms, lavatories,
an administrative unit and a teachers! room were ready for
use in the fall of 1962, This made a total of twelve
classrooms at the Blanchard School. Three hundred fifty

i
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fourth, fifth, and sixth graders were enrcolled at the
begimming of the 1962-63 school term. Last summer (1966)
'tha iagt four classrooms were constructed, making a total
of sixteen classrcoms. There are 372 pupils enrolled in
the intermediate grades, with a teaching staff of thirteen.
‘Mrs. Lou Lelchliter is the Prineipal of Blanchard School

and has been since its beglmning.

Thelma B. Bedell School

The Thelma B. Bedell School was opened in September
of 1963, with first, second and thifd grades in session.
The cemstruction of four classrooms, restrooms, a storage
room and & supply room had been completed at that time. On
Sunday, February 23, 1964, an open house was held in
conjunction with a ceremony officially dedicating the new
educational facility +o the honor and memory of Mrs, Thelma
B. Bedell. Mrs. Bedell, now retired, served forty years in.
the Santa Paula School System. When the dedication honbr
was bestowed on Mrs, Bedell, she shared it with others by
referring to herself as "only a representative of the many
people who helped build Santa Paula Schools."t!

pedell School 1s located on Laurel Road. It is in
| the northern part of the city, where natural beauty of the

area is serene with a constant view of majestlc South

MUgtar rree Preés, February 24, 1964,
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Fig. 17.--Thalma B. Bedell Kindergartens
from the front in 1967.

t

Fig. 18.--Bedell Kindergartens from the playground.
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19,-=The New Office Bullding at
Bedell School in 1967.

Fig.

Fig, 20.--Bedell School from the East.
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EMbuntain, the great shoulders of Sulphur Mountain and the
Egraceful Topa Topa Range. The many trees of the vicinity
gcreate a rich, restful background.

% ' Thelma Bradshaw Bedell was born on October 30,
@1898, in Bishop, California. She attended the University
gﬁf Nevada and began teaching in that state when she was
gninetee.n yvears of age. For two yvears she taught in Nevada
before returning to her home town in 1921 to teach for
three years befora she was made principal of the McKevett
School, She served the distriét in that capacity for
twenty~two years. She accepted the position of supervising
principal of the Barbara Webster School {n 1948 and com-
tinued until 1961; she also served as adwinlstrator for the
Cerebral Palsy School, Santa Paula Elementary School
District needed an experienced leader of enriched back-
ground for a curriculum coovdinator; Mrs. Bedell was chosen
and worked in that executive capacity until retirement in
1963. She has been instrumental in commnity activities
throughout her active life in Santa Paula. She has estab-
lished a fund for the purchase of books for the children's
division at Dean Hobbs Blanchard Memorilal Librarj. This
wag done in-memory of Doug Stewart, a Santa Paula Elemen-
tary School cancer victim, Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Bedell built
their own attractive home which is surrounded by a

beautiful garden at 1208 Woodland Drive, in the Thelma B.

B it
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Bedell School District. It has been their home for thirty i
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years,
The construction of two kindergarten rooms of the

' Bedell School was finished in the spring of 1965. Four

classroons and an office building were completed in January
of 1967, Mrs., Wilma Turchik was the principal of the Bedeli
School until ¥ebruary 1, 1967, when Mr. Guy Spracklen

agpumed the principalship. Earl B. Wehster has been the
teaching Vice Principal gince September 1965. There are
now 212 students and eight teachers in the Thelma B. Bedell
School, Tuture plans call for four more classrooms and a

cafetorium,

The Santa Paula Parent-Teacher Association

A.Par@nt-Teacﬁer Asgsoclation unit was organlzed in
1910 at the Methodist Church. It was a cooperative unit
for the two Santa Paula Rlementary Scheols, 0ld Scuth
Grammar School, and Ventura Street School. A group of
interested mothers led by Mrs, C.lC. Noble was responsible
for the organization,

The first major project launched by the PTA waz a

Day Nursery in the year of 1919, with Miss Lucy Youngman in;
|

charge. One of the buildings on the Ventura Street School
property was donated for this project by the board.
Volunteer labor cleaned and repaired the building and an

equipment shower was given so the pursery could be carried |
|

on., The day nursery was necessary for the good of the
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schools. Many Mexican families had moved to Santa Paula toir
‘wnrk in cltrus and walnui orchards, Both parents needed te?
5work in order to support the family, so many of the upper-
grade children stayed home to care for the younger children
of the family. This nonnattendance'caused state aid funds
to diminish drastically, hence attendance laws were |
renforced, As a result, the schoélfage children came to
schoel, but they brought their preuuchodl-age brothers and
sisters along. This was the need that prompted the Nursery
School Project. '
. In 1920 the Santa Paula High School PTA was estab-
lished, and in 1929 the PTA divided into two units--Santa
| Paula Elementary FTA and Santa Paula High Schocl PTA., Tor
many years each elementary school of Santa Paula has had
its own PTA meetings, except on Founder's Day when the
Santa Paula FElementary Schools and HighlSchool have a
combined program. )
The Santa Paula Elemsntary School PTA has been very
active since it was flrst organized. It has been helpful
in spongoring many units of organizations and in donating
funds for special projects that benefit the elementary
school children.
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Summary

Names of early settlers and prominent citizens who

émad@ worthwhile contributions In so many ways for the

improvement of our city and its people are seen and heard
every day in street and building names. The Santa Paula
Elemaentary Schools are examples of ﬁhis. All of the
schools, with the exception of Glen City School, have been
named to honer individuals who have gained prominence or
made some noteworthy contributicn to the community. The
deeds of the citizens for whom the elementary schools were

named will curely be leoumg remembered by future generations

lof the community. The Santa Paula Elementary Schools ave

1iving memorials to the people whose names they bear.

All of the classrooms of the Santa Pauvla Flementary

Schools are gpecially designed and oriented to provide the
|best possible use of natural light for visual comfort and

; efficiency during scheool hours, The classrooms are

equipped and fitted to provide up-to-date teaching facili-

‘tiee in keeping with the district standards.

The following item was written in 1887:

Santa Paula can boast of the best public school
bullding in Ventura County and one of the best
schools. A. M, Gittinger, the principal, shows
himself well qualified for the place, and Miss
Parsons and Miss Bar¥%a also give the best satis-
faction as teachers, '

12¢anta Paula Chronicle, February 12, 1962.




1t is gratifying to know that the Santa Paula Elementary
Schools got off to a good start, and from all available
information the good reputation has been continuous

throughout its history.




CHAPTER 1V

THE SCHOOL CURRICULUM

The Santa Paula Elementsry School Curriculum is

developed with reference to the needs of children and the

needs of society., 7Tt is well-rounded, emphiasizing mental,

seclal, emotional and physical develepment.

The goal of

the curriculum is to help children enrich their lives and

contribute to the improvement of cur American way of life

through the acquisition of essential information skills and

;attitudes.

The currlculum includes objective study ¢f contro-
iversial issues in our society that are appropriate for the

pupils. The Santa Paula Elementary School educators agree

that student progress through school depends upon age,

'maturation and soclal and civic development, as well as

achievement: in the basic skills.

Democratic Principles

Democratic principles and prbcedures prevail in the!

Santa Paula Elementary classroom, The development of the

child is a cooperative undertaking, invelving the best

effort of every individual in the school and the community;

58
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and since schools are an Inseparable part of the community,
the curriculum of the school recognizes local community }
needs., An integral part of the curriculum is to build good

jhuman relationships.

The soclal studlies permeates and gives significance
?to the entire school program. Experiences are pravidéd E
which will prepare pupils to function effectively in a :
democracy. Such experiences will develop ability to attacki
and solve social problems, appreciation of national herit- E
age, civic understanding, critical and objective thinking
according to maturity, democratic aﬁtitudas, enlightened
intelligence, geographic concepts, historical perspective,
'personal-social adaptability, personal character traits,
gﬁkill for scquiring informaticn and social concern,

The social studies instruction is particularly
comnitted to the preservation and improvement of our demo-
cratic.way of life and to the development of democratic
behavior for every child at each stage of his dévelopment.
The unit method 1s fecommended as tﬁe most effective way to
achieve the goals of social studies instruction because ,
each child can make a contribution in accordance with his
ability; more learning takes place because it is related to
' pupll purposes; children learn best through life-like

experiences; learnings are fused into a whole and this

reduces tensions and saves time, Instruction of this

caliber helps the student tb ErOW iﬁ love and fespect'for




responsible citizenship,

his curiosity.
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‘his family, home and country, to appreciate the contribu-

tions of early Americans and to better understand histor-
ical heritage; and it helps him to develop attitudes of
With this type of training our
students will be able to perpetuate our American way of
1ife,

Basic Skills

An important goal of the Santa Paula Elementary
educators is to teach the basic skills which are necessary
for all citizens to speak clearly, read with a maximm of
‘understanding, write legibly and effectively, spell cor-

i

rectly, and calculate accurately.

Reading

H

Each child should be growing in reading skills and
comprehension according to his individual capacity. He
should enjoy reading books, magazines, and newspapers as he |
develops reading interest and good reading habits., He
should appreclate reading as a way of learning as he uses
this tool to solve school and home problems, and to satisfy
Word recognition and understanding are
basic aims in the reading program. Reading should con-
tribute to each child's personal happiness and development
through giving him the satisfaction of successful achieve-

ment, and through opening up broader vistas of knowledge

|and experience,
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Individual differences call for grouping according
to ability; three groups are usually practical, Reading
:ability depends upon background of experience, language
development, physical and emotional health, physical and
mental maturity, adjustment to the school situatlon, back-
ground of skills and & desire to read. _

For the past three years Santa Paula Elementary
Schools have participated in the Modified Joplin Reading
Program and team teaching in language arts. A special

class in phonics is also being taught.

Spelling

In spelling groups are formed as the need arises.

the words they use and know. The Callfornia state series
is used. The visual, auditory, speech and kinesthetic
approaches are all used in studying words because most
children use a combination of sensory skills. Daily
experiences of writing for which the child bas real use

provide valuable practice.

Mathematics

This is one of the basic skills in the Santa Paula
Elementary School Curriculum., It helps each child develop

apply them effectively in his daily life. It 1s both

satisfying and fascinating when a basis for computational

Word lists that children are éxpected to learn are usually

understandings and skills imvolving quantity so that he may

!




skills ié laid by an uﬁderstanding of munber concepts and
‘quantitative relationships. The teacher's job is to meel
|the child's mathematical curiosity simply, directly and
intelligently, to provide him real learning experiences
and opportunity for drill., Drill is vital to a good
mathematics program; it must follow the understanding of
the process to clinch the meaning.

A balanced mathematics program exists in the Santa
Paula Elementary Schools. There is a close relationship

between the mathematical proecesses and thelr social

used in the modern mathematlcs and accelérated mathematics
programs, Varied group assiguments are important because
of the individual differences in ability, rate of learning,
land background of experiences. The trend of tha mathe~
|matice curriculum is a challenge to promote adequate
preparation in skills and understanding, elimination of
material that is seldom used, and introduction of more

difficult topics as soon as the child is ready.

The Santa Paula Elementary Schools claim to teach
the basic skille and more, by providing an educational
system that helps children develop strong bodies and sound
minds, ethical and moral character, and attitudes of

responsible citizenship.

applicatiéns; neither phase is neglected. Team teaching is
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Other Instyructional Coals

Moral and Splritual Values

The Santa Paula Elementary Program‘includes the
teaching of moral and splyritual values. Teachers strive to
develop & set of moral and spiritual values in every pupll

to enable them to live with others successfully.

Health

Well-organized physical eduéation programs develop

good physical and emotional health. Instruction in health

1s for the development of good physical and emotional
health and joy in wholesome recreation which will continue

into adult 1life.,

A contribution is made toward enjoyable and profit-

able use of leisure time by helping the students to develop
an appreciation of beauty by utilizing litewature, art,

nature, miusic and drama, This important aspect of human
nature has not been overlocked in setting educational goals

in the curriculum.

Sclence
The Santa Paula Elementary Curriculum plans for a

balanced science program which provides stimilation, guid-

ance materials and opportunity for the child to achieve i
competence in seientific thinking and activity as he solves |

and safety is an integral part of the curriculum. The aim |

e
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§problems in all curriculum areas. It provides opportuni-
%ties for the children to observe, question, manipulate,

- experiment, listen and discuss as they react to thelr ever-

| changing environment. The amwal science fair gives zest

to the scientific program with ever-increasing interest.

Rew Undertakings

The Santa Paula Elementary Schools started new

handicapped children. They have been‘engaged in a program

for the culturally deprived children as well as a special

of the gecond semsster.

Santa Paula Flementary School Educators

. The superintendent ig reéponsiblé for the entire
school system, Principals are executive heads of their
schools and are vesponsible to the superintendent. Vice-
principal, classroom teachers and speclal service workers
' are responsible to the principal.

Principals are both instructional advisors and
community leaders. Their greatest duty is to gulde the
teachers, They are community representatives to the
superintendent and the board and Interpreters of policies
and program to the community. The main prerequisite to

becoming a principal is possessing ability and success in

classes at the beginning of the school year for emotienally?

clags for non-English-speaking children since the beginning
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‘clagsroom teaching. Most of the Santa Paula Elementary
School prinecipals started as teachers in the district,

The principal is contimuously responsible for the curricu-
‘lum in his school. It is his job to see that the curricu-
lum is modified to meet conditlons in the local unit, and
be is responsible for the selection of materials and their
coordination with the changing curriculum.

The Santa Paula Elementary School Curriculum
ﬁlainly states that teacliers act and spaak in conformity
with the highest ethical standards of the profession in
their relations with patrons, pupils, and co-workers. They
have met high standards of character, personality, ability,
and preparation. All have the mintmum of four years of
college prepavation. Our teachers and a&ministrators are
well informed concerning new development in the field of
ceducstlon., They are ever alert in using the best research
available in determining curriculum organization content
and instructional procedure. They are continually evaluat-
Ing the curriculum and quickly changing as the need'arises.
Good teaching in our district is made even better with
educational equipment and materials,

The Santa Paula Elementary School educators recog-
nize individual differences and varying rates of learning
among children and make continuous provision for the

changing needs, interests, and maturity of the léarners.

| The teachers provide many opportunities for first-hand

B 5 g




experience to facilitate the ready progress of children

from concrete to abstract learnming.

The Policy of Discipline

Good citizenship is stressed throughout the Santa

Paula Elementary School Curriculum, Along with good citi-

zenship is education in self-control. Discipline is viewed

a3 the child's ability to govern himgelf. Good behavior isi

expected in the classrooms, as they are organlzed to pro-
mote orderly living. Children are made to feel responsible'
for the way they behave., Many opportunities are provided
so that thé students can demonstrate responsibility. More
and more responsibllity is glven as they progress from
grade'to grade. Children are téught to work with others as
well as iﬁdependently. They are made to feel responsible
in helpiﬁg others to develop good behavior.

- Children learn that rules are made when necessary
=énd these rules are important and must be followed. It is
of utmost importance that the reasons for the rules are
thoroughly understood. Some of the most important rules
and regulatlons are following the suggestions of the
teachers, assigmment directlons, promptness, working up to
capacity, warking alone without help, following safety
rules, belng on time, taking turns, and being orderly and

courteous,

Digcipline problems wmay be solved before they arise
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by giving justified praise to build up the child's feelingsi
of worth and adegqtiacy. Angry resentment wlll not be bullt |

up for later explosions if the child is permitted to
|

express and release hiz hostile feelings; these expressions,
: I

should not be held against him, Consistency is very impor-.
tant if the child is to possess a feeling of security.
Flexible limits should be set and understood. Cooperative |
responsibllity of home and school is Important. Parents
are urged to show Ffirmness with conviction, friendliness,

and fairness,
Homework

The Santé Paula Elementary teachers know the impor-
tanca'of informing parents as té how they can encourage and
aid their'childran's.progress in the "Three R's.' Homework
asaignmeﬁts are used as a means of acquainting parents with
| the types of work carried on in the classroom. They should
create a closer bond between the school and the home. The
Santa Paula Elementary School Pollcy states that the
asslgments should broaden experiences motivated in the
classroom, extend knowledge, stinulate new interests, and
develop self-direction, initiative, independent thinking,
perseverance and good work habits. The best kind of home-
work is that which enriches and extends the child's learn~ !

ing experiences. -

Homework is based on individual needs as well as
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'books and materials available. Children in grade five and
sbove should be glven regularly assigned homework, for the
‘pufpese of developing good home study teclmiques. The
teacher makes sure that sufficlent preparation precedes the!
homework assigrment so the child will understand clearly
just what be ie expected to do. The teacher follows up and

evaluates all homework so it will be effective.

Guildance Program

Individual counseling and guldance 1s an integral
part of the cucriculum. For complete independence later |
on, children need the puidance of well-trained teachers.

Fach teacher has guldence responsibilities for all puplls;
for speclal casez the principal is consulted. A qualified
gschool psychologist tests special éases on referrals. All

guidance gervices are requested, reviewad and evaluated by

the principal.

Summary

The Santa Paula Elementary School Distriét provides.
an education of the highest quality for the students.,
Great concern 18 given in selecting teachers of high
standard. The guiding light in the formation of the curric-
ulum is the opportunity for each child to develop his

maximum capability. Santa Paula educators are "concerned

with changes in childrenfs behavior so that they might be
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rwbrthy citizens by being able tb golve their social and
personal problems as they live from day to day,"l Curric-
ulum includes all learning experilences that are essgential
to the maximum developﬁent of the child in becoming a use-
ful member of soclety. Scme of the important educational
goals to be mastered by Santa Paula youth are democratie
principles, basic skills, physical and emotionzl health and
safaiy, moral and ethical character. The soclal studies
give significance to the entire school program.

A great effort 1z belng made to vary the reading
materials and te provide for individual differences.
Childyen read to learn, to be entertained, to evaluate
fa¢t59 snd to solve problems. The curriculum provides for
a balanced reading program which includes oral and silent
' reading, basic interpretation skills, word perception
skille, word study skills, solving problems through reading)
and an appreciation of literature. Children vary in thelr
ability and interest in learning to spell. Spelling and
reading abilitles are closely related; the child's reading
level and spelling book should correspond. Spelling is
integrated, rather than taught alone,

Mathematlcs and science are Influenced by many

factore and are ever-changing. Children like these

1George A. Beauchamp, Plamning the Flementary _
School Curriculum (Boston: Allyn and Bacon, Inc., 1956),
p. L22.
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subjecté if they understand them. There is an increased
.demand for mathematical andfscientific skills in our
schools today. These subjects develop intelligent curlos~-
ity, open-mindedness and tolerance.

The aim of discipline and guidance is self control.

Consistency, flexibility, and parent cooperation is essen-

tial 1f the child is to be a responsible well-adjusted

clitizen.

;
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CHAPTER V

FUTURE DEVELOPMENT OF THE SANTA PAULA
ELEMENTARY SCHOQL DISTRICT

Future predictions are always uncertain to a
degree, f&t they can be fairly well sffirmed by studying
the patterms established in the past; A maln issue in
léoking to the futurve of the Santa Paula Elem@ntary Schools
is the consideration of unification'of the elementary and
high school districte. The chapter deals with thie matter
as well as considering another chief problem of present and
future importance, that of comstructing adequate bulldings

for the increase of student population in the district.

A General View of Expected Growth

It is expected that this area will continue to
grow. The predicted growth for the Santa Paula Elementary

Schoonls 1s as follows:

Year Enrollment Year Enrollment
1966 3,070 - 1969 3,400
1967 3,170 : 1970 3,510
1968 3,270 1971 3,620
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Classraong were added to Blanchard, Webster, and

'Thille Schools this past summer, and the construction was
finished in time for occupancy at the beginning of this
school year, September 1966. Then four new classrooms and

‘an office building were completed at the Bedell School.

of the second semester of the school term, February 1967.
There seems to be no immedlate need of more buildings in
the year of 1967, A

Plans have already been msde for a central library
in the Santa Paula Elementary School System with a quali-
fied librarian in charge. Then branching off from it will
eventually be & library at each elementervy school. The
plan ig for the Isball Schocl (seventh and eighth grades)
to enjoy thiv improvement first, then the Barbara Webster
and Blanchard Scheools (the intermediate grades) are to be
equipped with libraries, and as soon as posgsible libraries
wlll be established at the MeKevett, Thille, Glen City and
Bedell Schools (the primary grades). These convenient
libraries will eventually replace the services now provided
by the Ventura County Schools Library. Proposed purchase
of the Ventura County Citrus Exchange Building on Davis’
Street has been discussed and an offer has been made, but
nothing definite has been declded at thig time. This
building has sufficlent room and could be successfully used

as the office buildings of the superintendent and staff,

These rooms and office space were occupled at the begimnming:
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inciuding a Modified Instructlonal Material Center. The
decision awalts.

Sometimes there is apathy on the part of the city's;

citizenry when a bond election is held for the purpose of
| constructing new schools, Several times in the past Santa
Paula Llementary Schools tax elections have had to be
‘repeated; yet, in the end, the support of the commmity is
always rallying to the aid of the echools.

Future Sania Paula Flementary School Curricula are
bound to be of a very high quality éven though we foresee
problems., The problem of growth in the curriculum has been
‘with us for quite awhlle and ig expected to continue.

Those qualified to make an educated guess agree with Stoopsﬁ
and Marks when they pfedict that '"the schools of today f&ce!
?a challenge which 1s unique and awestme. It has been esti-
mated that the knoﬁledge‘of mankind will double during the ;

next ten years."l

A View of Unification

Unification has been studied and'discussed exten~

sively; and it is expected to take place in the foreseeable

i

future, unless new legislation is enacted, When this issue)

wag voted on by the Santa Paula citizenry in February of

1Emery Stoops and James R. Marks, Elementary School:
Supervision (Boston: Allyn and Bacon, Inec., 1965), p. v,
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1966, it failed to pass. Thls year the trustees decided to
postpone voting on unification until February of 1968. It
seems reasonably certaln that, i1f unification takes place,

the schools to be included in the new unified district will

gbe the Santa Paula Ilementary Schools, Briggs, Olivelands,

¥
i
i

| Santa Clara, Mupu, and the Santa Paula High School District,

Summary

Advanced planning in bulliding construction isg
aséeﬁtial to meet future needs of the Santé Paula Elemen-
tary Schools. The governing board of trustees should be
conscious of the potentials within tﬁe district boundaries
L€ bullding s to keep pace with the increasing school-age
ipspulation. The population growth of the area will cone
tinue to be a problem with which school officials must
cope.

Unification may be the answer to many educational
problema of the school district. The movement for school
unification ig basically sound educationally and finan~

clally.
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CHAPTER VI

SUMMARY

The major objective of this paper ig to present a
‘aurvey of the Santa Paula Elementary Education System. |
People who have the responsibility of making declsions
concerning problems of the distrlict will be extremely

enlightened by better understanding the school's history.

This study has value as being the first complete history ofE
the Santa Paula Elementary Schools, This document contains?
a great deal of informatlon condensed into usable form.
Santa Paula cltizens would receive a feeling of pleasure
and pride by enjoying this historical plcture of the area
|in vhich they live. B

A quantity of information for this prolect was
secured from the tapes wade and materials gathered for the
PTA Founders' Day Historical Program of 1960. Other useful
materlals were thained from the Santa Paula Elementary
School Office, the Ventura County Elementary School Offilce,
the Santa Paulé City Library, the Ventura 3tar Free Press,

the Santa Paula Chronicle, and the Santa Paula Chamber of

Commerce.,
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Santa Paula Elementary School District is located

in the Santa Clara Valley, Ventura County, California. It
is saventy miles northwest of Los.Angeles, forty~two miles
 southeast of Santa Barbara and £ifteen miles inland from
the Paciflc Ocean. The district le supporited mainly by
agriculture, oll, packing houses, building materials, paper:
cartons and a few other industries.
The first ivhabitants of the district were the Muapu |
Indiang; none of their descendants are known to be living
today. The Miesion Fathers started to develop the area in

the late 1700%s; but their stay was of short duration and

the land was agsin forgotten. This region was a part of

ESantaBarbara County until the vear of 1873 vhen Ventura
gﬂcunﬁy was est&blishéd; even then Santa Clara Valley was a
wilderpess, It was at this time that Nathan Weston
Blanchard and E. L. Bradley and their families moved to
Santa Paula., They bullt the flour mill at Mill Park and
restored the irrigation eystem, marked off and gold many
lots, set cut a hundred acres of oranges, produces large
quantities of grain, raised big flocks of sheep, and in
many other ways helped with the development of the commu-
nity. 0141 was discovered in the area in 1880 and greatly
contributed to the wealth of the district. The growth of

the city has been moderate and continuous both before and

after its incorporation in 1902, Population is expected to

accelerate with the completion of the freeway and the




addition of new industries.

The first school in Santa Paula was a private
school, founded in 1873, and located on West Maln Street.
it was the year of 1876 that Santa Paula'’s first public
Sschoal was established on East Main Street. This bullding
wag moved to Mill Street and used for the upper-grade
{students wntil 1882, A three~room construction bullt on
Main Stroet to replace the First school bullding was used
for the primary part of the Santa Paula Flementary School
wntlil 1898. As the commmmity grew, so grew the district
achools. The 0Lld Scuth Grammar School oun South MLI11 Street
was occupled in 1898 and wes adequate for all the elemen-
tary children from third grade through elghth grade. The
| first and second graders attended the one-room achool
:anOBB the street. Classes were held in the 0ld South
Grammar School untll ﬁhﬁ year of 1926, A mational award
wag gilven to the best plammed school bullt in the United
‘States in the year of 1911, This award was presented to
the McKevett School on Pleasant Street, a beautiful elght-
room Spanish type structure, In 1925 the Canyon School was:
'built on Saticoy Street; this school was later renamed
Barbara Webster School, in honor of a teacher and principal
who served thirty-four years in the Santa Paula Elementary
Schools. The largest school to be constructed in the

district was the Isbell School on Fourth Street, in the

year of 1926, It had t@enty«one classrooms, an auditorium,
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‘a cafetorium, and aduinistrative facllities. The two

Eeler_uentary* schools bullt in 1952 were West School on
Steckel Drive, renamed Glen City School, and East School on
| Ventura Street, renamed Grace S. Thille School. The Cere~ |
gbral Palsy School on Sauta Paula Street was established in
19463 it serves elementary children from all over Ventura |
County, The flrst unit of the Blanchard School on Peck
Road was ready for use and dedicated in 1960. The newest
school in the district, the Thelma B. Bedell School on
Laurel Road, opened in September of 1963. The dedication
ceremony honoring Mrs. Bedell was held February 23, 1964.
Mirs. Thelma B. Bedell served for forty years in the Santa
Paula Elementary School System as a teacher and principal.
In the résumd of the school curriculum it is well
to obeerve a quote from Beauchamp's book: "It can gener-
ally be said that educational transition in the twentieth
century has been a change from formalism toward liberalism.
The forces of liberalism in education affected the
curriculum."l Social composition and cultural heritage
continuously dictate change in the curriculum philosophy.
Changing with the times is evidenced in the Santa Paula
School System by the modern mathematics and the forelgn !
language programg, The Santa Paula Elementary Scheool Cur~

riculum provides for a general education that encompasses

1George A. Beauchamp, Planning the Elementary School

Curriculum (Boston: Allyn and Bacon, Inc., 1556), p. 26, AJ
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|

| £or every child." The ewmphasgis guiding the Santa Paula

political conditions, Logan says: "A good curriculum plan
I

797
as many of the practical aspects of life as is possible to %
include, It provides eacﬁ child with opportunities to work .
toward optimum persconal development as well as to develop

feelings of persomal oblligation for improving social and

hae the goal of enriching the life of the chlld and helpingz
him develop the skilills and knowledge he needs for successg-
ful 1ivinge"2 The quality of education planned by the

Santa Paula Elementary School System, with its wodern edu-
cational techniques and materlals, is greatly influenced by

what geems to be its mottoe, "The best education possible

Elementary School Curriculum is the democratic principles
and pfocedures that prevail. Tﬁé curriculum is permezated
with the Emerican way of life. |

We can be quite éertain that future school problems,
regardless of magnitude, will be satisfactorily solved
because of the interest of the Santa Paula educators and
the wisdom displayed in past decisions. The board of
trustees have always been and will contimue to be a busy
group, planning expansion, securing school sites, solving
financial problems, and meting out district policies in the

continually progressing community. And so, bhappily, Santa

2Lilliem M. Logan, Teaching the Young Child
(Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1960), p. 1.6,
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Paula faces a renaissance that will bring even greater
gtatus and personal satisfaction to all interested in the
Santa Paula Elementary Schools.
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AN HISTORICAL ORATION

Excerpte from remarks by Guy L. Hardison, Mayor of

Santa Paula, at the opening of the Joint Inatitute, School

Custodians and School Trustees, held in the auditorium of %
Santa Paula Union High School, Saturday, January 6, 1960: |

When County Superintendent of Schools, W, K, Cobb,
did me the honor to invite me to make an address of welcome
before this body, I, in accepting, advised him that I was
not a public speaker and therefore toc expect but little.

I am told that when one begins to reminisce it is
a sure gign of old age. Well, 1 acknowledge it, In fact,.
1£ that is so, I am well along in my second childhood and
you may expect to find me knocking at the door of the
primary grade at any time to take up my education.

When my parents, my sister, and myself together

with a goodly number of others from the Pennsylvania Oil

Fields arrived in Newhall, July 1, 1883, it was hot~-in

H
|

 fact it was so hot that one of the good ladies, the mother .
|

gof a lot of rather strenuous youngsters, was heard to

remark that she thought Newhall should be spelled with two |
E's instead of an A. There was no lce to be had--the wateré

was poor, and all suffered from the unaccustomed heat.




gFather comcluded that the famlly would have to be moved to
éa spot nearer the coast, He would have to'spend most of
%his time in connection with the ¢ll Interests of Mr, Lyman
éStewarﬁ and himgelf in the Newhall District. Santa Paula
'éwas the place selected for the family. The Stewarts
gsettled in Los Apgeles--a city of lesg than 18,000 at that
time, |

, I arrived in Santa Paula with my parents and
sister, Augusta, on July S5th, 1883--56 years and 6 months
ago yesterday. At that time the schools of the City were
conducted in two buildingé; the lower grades presided over

by Miss Victoria Shore in a bﬁilding on Main Street where

now stands Morvison's Drug Store, which school I attended,

Mise Anna Parsons followed Miss Shore as teacher of the
lower grades. '

T. 0. Toland presided over the higher grades in &
bullding just south of what is now known as Ventura Street
and the corner of Mill, Mr. Toland, affectionately known
ag TOT, afterward became one of California's-Very prominent
| attorneys. As I remember, he was a member of the firet
class to be graduated from the University of California at

Berkeley.

a new one was bullt, a three-rcom building, on the site of

- S S — |

The old school buildinge, having become too small, |

later Mise Shore resigned her'pasition to become the bride ;
of M, H. Anderson, prominent farmer of the Priges District.?

S R _ - e, S SO, |
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the present City Hall. This buiiding now stands on the
‘original school site at Ventura and Mill Street.
| Following Mr. Toland as principal of the Santa
Paula Schools came H, S8, Adney, a tall, slender man of
delicate health, who, because of his catlike tread around
' the back of the room and genmeral quiet marmers, was nick-
named Rip. Due to 111 health Mr. Adney resigned his
position and moved to Lancaster--there te publish for many
years a newspaper.

A splendid young fellew, Will Wright, also of
gentle manner and delicate health, filled out Mr. Adney's
unexplred term.

The type of principal thﬁn chdnged wvith the incom-

ing of A, M. Guldinger a husky six-footer--a good educator,

but With a firvey temper which at times got completely away

From him to the extent that on one occasion he jerked a

glat off a recitation bench and used it across the back of |

one of the male pupils who had broken scme rule of his.
All in all, Guidinger was a good fellow--not only a good
instructor, but a splendid good fellow to be with on trips
out into the hills. My memories of him are pleasant.

He was followed by David Snedden, another raw-boned
six-footer, ralsed in the Mountains of Ventura County on
the well-known Smedden Ranch. Snedden served a number of
years in Santa Paula Schools~~afterward becoming a well-

| known educator in one of the eastern universities. Santa

i
|
|

! .

i




Paula is proud of Dr. David Snedden having been one ¢

Another Ventura County boy I would like to me

is Dr. David Barrows, past president of the Universit.

0jal. Dr. Barrows ranks among the foremost citlzens
United States. We are proud of him,

In these carly days of which I speak, C, T,
Meredith, a handsome, polished gentleman, was our Cou -
Superintendent--making his trips throughout the Count
visit the schools driving a spirited team of horses,
best method of transportation in those days.

. As the town grew other schools hawve been adde

‘The old three-room school building, heretofore spoksn
having been moved to its present location, a larger b
ing was bullt on the old site—~latter1y:sold to the 0
Santa Paula, and now used as the City Hall. |

- Followed theiﬁﬁKQQiﬁgﬁschooluwto a very grezt
extent made possible B§_£he generosity of tﬁe late bz
Alice;McKeviff; widow of Santa Paula's ploneer banker.
the Barbara Webster School--devoted to the educatio:
Mexican children. |

When ﬁhe school building, now the City Hall,

River Street, now Harvard Boulevard, and a new bullcl

erected which was given the name of Isbell School. T -

California. His youth was spent in Nordhoff, now nam

gold a new site was purchased on what used to be calil -



"

§buildiﬁg has been entirely rehabilitated andrreopened agaln -
for the first time this week,

1t seems fitting to me that we pause and pay homageﬂ
to that grand old lady, Mrs. Olive Mann IsBall_fGr whom
' this school wae named, and who taught the first English
School in California, commencing about the 15th of
December, 1846, at Santa Clara. Mrs. Isbell was related to
Horace Mann, the noted educator. She and Dr. Isaac C.
Tebell, her husband, were living in Santa Paula when we
came here. He was for a time a surgeon in General
Fremont's Army. He died in Santa Paula Janvary 6th, 1886.
Mrs. Isbell passed away at her home in Santa Paulé=oﬂ
|March 26th, 1899, age 74 years, 7 months, and 16 dayé; :She.
was born in Ashtabula, Chioc, August 8th, 1824. | |

Those of us who are fortunate enough to have known
Dr. and Mrs. Isbell will never forget thls kindly couple.
For a more complete history of Dr. and Mrs. Isbell from
1846 on, may I refer you to an interview given Agnes E.
Howe and published in The. Ojai of April 3, 1895, and repro-
duced in the Santa Paula Chromicle of March 31, 1899, a

copy of which is possessed by Mrs. Clarence Beckley of
' ganta Paula. This article, in my opinion, should be
reprinted and preserved in the history archives of this
County.

It was difficult in those days to recelve any

higher education than that afforded by our elementary

L
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schools up to and Including the eighth grade. Some of the
ieading citizens of the valley headed by Nathan W.
"I Blanchard, C, H. McRevitt, and W. L. Hardison, my father,
organized the Santa‘Paula'Acadamym-its fivst principél
-ib@ing the Reverend T. D. Murphy, a Congregationalist
Minister of high scholastic attalwments, A staff of teach~
ers was employed-~French, German, Latin, and Greek were
taught as well as Higher Mathematics and the Sciences. The
Academy afforded a good music department as well as an art
department.

In the muslc department, Miss Nora Fornia taught

ﬁhé planc and Leon G. Sinnard the violin., Miss Bertha Hunt
'was the head of the art department--teaching black and

E .
white, o0il painting, and water color. Many of the local

ladies availed themselves of the facilities in both depart-: -
ments. I studied both plano and violin and did s consider-
able amount of black and white work in the art department.
If nothing more, these studies have given me an apprecia-
tion of both music and art which I greatly value.

Upon the founding of the Santa Paula Union High
School; the Academy was turned over to it--being, as it
were, its foundatilon.

These are the events as I have known them, of what

has led up to our present elementary school system presided

over by George A. Bond, Superintendent of City Schools, and

1
1
t

E

our fine Santa Paula Union High School, now housed in these




new butldings, and presided over by Mr., F. M. Eakin,

District Superintendent.

honor to welcome you.

It ig to these splendid schools and to our falr

4o

City of Santa Paula that it is my very great pleasure and
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195960
. 1960-61
1961-62
1962-63
1963-64
196465
- 1965-66

S

A.D.A. COST COMPARTSON

Ventura Santa Paula

County withour C,P,
$ 366 § 364
- 374 ' 390
395 396
400 412
404 £02
421 421

County
+ ox -

§ =2
+16
+1
+12




55-56
1 56-57
57-58
58-59

59-60

60-61

62-63
63-64
64-65

65-606

61-62

ADA

2,161
2,236

2,280

2,342

2,423

2,489

2,472

2,573

2,688

2,840

TAX ELECTION 6/58

*0IL WEALTH

*

%

*

FINANCIAL DATA
TAX FLECTION, March 1955 - 1,30

SECURED
17,660,610

19,794,710

23,885,480
(10,022,200)
26,416,140
(12,143,830)

29,429,000
(14,103,780)
31,054,390
(15,615,220)
29,502,320

(16,581,330)
31,845,000

(18,573,330)
31,764,930

(10,679,790)
31,844,200
(9,655 ,480)
30,209,490
(6,716,000)

AW per

ADA  TEACHERS  TAX
8,482 1,50
9,438 84 1.59
11,030 87 1.65
11,586 91 2,03
12,566 - 91 2,02
12,818 98 2,12
11,851 103 1.86
12,882 160 1.78
12,345 104 1.81
11,800 108 1.96
10,600 113 2.09

.




REVENUE

'Data from Auditors' Reports

| SCHOOL

978,832
962,298

eI

L 700,
G685

Lise.a
Sy

1,330,436
1,211,366

= T9070

1,424,789
1,424,789

000" 000

1,358,000
1,565,000

IffZUTﬁRﬂI

REVENUE =
EXPENDITURES
BALANCE |

BALANCE

BALANCE
BALANCE

BALANCE
PALANCE
NO BALANCE

h
/

| PRIN, LOCAL
_YFAR _ APPORT. TAX *OTHER
1958-~-59 342,297 525,465 111,070
(2.03)
1959-60 363,018 583,851 123,511
| _ (2.02)
1960-61 370,627 645,976 246,167
(2.12) :
1961-62 394,372 534,432 255,323
(1.86)
1962-63 417,789 555,353 205,245
(1.78)
1963-64 . 402,239 564,447 241,071
- (1.81)
1964-65 469,838 613,694 @ 246,904
. (1.96)
1965-66 521,650 631,362 271,777
o (2.09)
1966-67 520,000 716,000 122,000
#INCLUDES previcus Year Balance and Unsecured Taxes
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