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Caring for Children with Exceptional Needs

All children have individual needs, but some have high needs that must be addressed if
they are to achieve their greatest potential. Caregivers need support, and parents need
greater access to quality care to ensure that children have what they need.

Some identified needs include:

« Children with identified disabilities: approximately 7,712 children have identified
special needs

= Children who are abused, neglected, or at risk of neglect or abuse: in 2013 there were
547 substantiated cases of abuse, and 222 children entered foster care as a result

* Children of homeless families: these children number about 9,462

= Children of migrant agricultural workers: an estimated 4,178 children birth through
school-age are in migrant families

* Children in low-income families: 35,657 children are in families with income of 70% or
less of the State Median Income

= Children of teen mothers: approximately 123 teen mothers gave birth in Santa Barbara
County in 2013

An estimated 31,073 children aged birth

to 12 years are Dual Language Learners. é '

Early Care and Education
Needs Assessment

The California Education Code, Section 8499.5, requires that local child care planning
councils in all counties of California complete a needs assessment of early care and
education in their counties at least every five years. Highlights from the 2015 Needs
Assessment are reported in this document. The full Needs Assessment provides
important data and information about the children and families of Santa Barbara County.
This information also informs the Santa Barbara County Child Care Planning Council in
developing zip code priorities for publicly-funded programs, and the creation of a five-
year strategic plan for early care and education services in our County. Both of these are
also mandated by the Education Code.

The complete Needs Assessment can be found at:
http://sbceo.org/~ccpc/needs.shtml
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Early Care and Education

Needed Now/

Early Care and Education’ Capacity Falls Short of Need

There are less than 18,000 early care and education spaces? for the
estimated 35,000 children needing care in Santa Barbara County. In
other words, there are close to two children for every licensed family
child care, center-based or after-school space overall. The greatest
need is for infants and toddlers, children aged birth to two years, with
available spaces for only one in five children. More care is available for
preschoolers, ages 3 to 5, serving about 75% of that age group overall.
For school-aged children, 6 to 12 years, there are spaces for only about
50% of those estimated to need it.

Is a critical need for children and their
families, and a critical concern for employers
and communities. High quality early care
and education (ECE) programs provide safe
and engaging learning environments for
children and enable parents to participate in
gainful employment, supporting themselves
and their families, and strengthening the
economic base of the whole community.

........................................................................................

Our findings from the 2015 Child Care Needs
Assessment show that there are more than
77,000 children aged birth to 12 years in
Santa Barbara County. Of these, more than 40,000 _
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Cost of Early Care & Education

The cost of early care and education services varies with the

type of program, the ages of the children, and the region of the County.
Services for infants and toddlers tend to be the most costly, due to the
high ratio of adults to children required by CA licensing standards.

AVERAGE MONTHLY COST OF EARLY CARE AND EDUCATION

INFANTS PRESCHOOL SCHOOL-AGE
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* Family Child Care Homes
Source: Children's Resource & Referral, August 2015
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The cost of care can be prohibitively expensive for working
families, especially those with low incomes who may not qualify for
subsidized care.

A family with an

annual median income of
361,782 with an infant
and a preschooler in
center-based care may
spend up to 347 of their
income for that care.
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Subsidized Early Care
and Education

Working families with incomes below
80% of the State Median Income (SMI)
are eligible to apply for state or federally
funded early care and education programs.
However, the 14,710 children aged birth
to 12 eligible for publicly funded care
must vie for less than 7,061 spaces.
Furthermore, eligibility based on the SMI
has not been updated since 2008, making
many families who should be able to access
care unable to do so. To see the income
eligibility set by the CA Department of
Education please go here: http://www.cde.
ca.gov/sp/cd/ci/mb1106.asp

NEED AND CAPACITY FOR PUBLICLY
FUNDED EARLY CARE & EDUCATION
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Children eligible for full-day and part-day preschool
may be duplicated

Shortage of Subsidized Care

Types of Subsidized Care

In Santa Barbara County there are seven
state and federal funding streams channeled
through school districts, the County
Education Office, Department of Social
Services, Children's Resource & Referral,
other non-profit agencies, and institutions
of higher education. Funding supports

full- and part-day early care and education
services in centers and family child care
settings, and in license-exempt family, friend
and neighbor homes.

Funded Programs Include:

* California State Preschool (part-day
and full-day)

* General Child Care (for infants & toddlers,
and school-aged care)

* Head Start and Early Head Start

* Alternative Payment Program

* CalWORKs (California Work Opportunity
and Responsibility to Kids)

* CalSAFE (California School-Age Family
Education)

= After School Safety and Education

Other sources of ECE subsidies or
scholarships may be available through
private foundations, public agencies, private
non-profit organizations, the faith-based
community, and some employers.

Families who qualify for subsidized care and can access the available spaces may enroll their
children in licensed centers or family child care homes, or they may use license-exempt
family, friend or neighbor care. Of the 391 infants and toddlers receiving subsidized care,
only 42% of them are known to be in licensed settings. For preschoolers, 85% of the 2,549
are in licensed center-based or family child care homes, and that is true for 89% of the 4,121
school-aged children receiving subsidies. Many children are not able to access care due to
the lack of available spaces, and may remain on a waiting list indefinitely. In addition, there
is the problem of eligibility, which is based on the State Median Income and needs to be
updated by the state. Many parents are also working multiple jobs to make ends meet.

“An investment in our earliest (earners is prudent,
keeps Californians working and prevents costly
academic interventions and consequences later on”

-SENATOR HANNAH-BETH JACKSON, SANTA BARBARA DISTRICT 19, MAY 2016

Quality Improvement Efforts in SB County

Research highlights the critical role of early care and education program
quality in promoting successful outcomes for children. Children who
participate in high quality programs are more successful in school, less
likely to need special education services, and are more productive,
successful adults.

For many years, Santa Barbara County ECE programs have been engaged

in many efforts to improve the quality of their programs. These efforts

have resulted in an extraordinary number of programs becoming nationally
accredited in recent years: there are now 48 centers, or 32%, accredited by
the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) and
9 family child care homes, or 2%, accredited by the National Association
for Family Child Care (NAFCC). That compares very favorably to the national
rate of 10.3% for centers and 1.4% for family child care homes, and to

the state rate of 5% for centers and .3% for family child care homes. In
addition, 31 centers and 18 family child care homes are currently in the
process of accreditation.

Other than accreditation, some of the current quality efforts supported by
the Santa Barbara County Child Care Planning are:

The Quality Rating and Improvement System (QRIS)

* IMPACT
= The California State Preschool (CSPP) QRIS Block Grant
* The Infant Toddler QRIS Block Grant

Professional Development Opportunities

* The California Preschool Instructional Network (CPIN)

CARES Plus and AB 212

* The California Early Childhood Mentor Program

The ECE Leadership Project

The Family Child Care Network of Children’s Resource & Referral

The Child Care Planning Council Website: www.sbintentionalteacher.org

Enhanced Environments and Services for Children & Families

* The Outdoor Classroom Project

* The Preschool Foods Initiative

* GreenCare for Children

* The Inclusive Child Care Action Team

* The CSEFEL (CA Social and Emotional Foundations for Early Learning)
Teaching Pyramid

* The Family Strengthening Partnership

For more information about Quality Child Care visit www.qualitychildcaresb.org



