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Back with a bang! 
We were pleased to welcome back the children this week 

and hope that you all managed to have an enjoyable 

half term.  

As always, Blackthorns has been a very busy place this 

week, with a fantastic STEM week of learning to get 

children enthused and intrigued about the world of 

Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths. Well done 

to all of the teachers, teaching assistants, parents and 

learners who have all contributed to making this week a 

success. 

World Book Day Friday 3rd March 

Blackthorns always enjoy a celebration of reading and 

books on World Book Day and this year will be no 

exception! The official World Book Day is Thursday 2nd 

March, but as strike action is taking place in many schools 

on that day, we made the decision to move our 

celebrations to Friday 3rd March. Look out for the BBC Live 

Lesson on Thursday 2nd March. On Friday, we will enjoy a 

day of book related fun.  

N.B. If your class swim on a Friday, please keep outfits 

simple (no hair dye. face paint). If you need to wear 

simple sports kit and change into something back at 

school, please keep it in a named bag. 

Pond Overhaul 

We welcomed Mr. Conquest and his team of volunteers 

this Friday. They showed us a great kindness by coming in 

to begin a rejuvenation project by clearing the pond site, 

which has been overgrown and out of use. It has been 

great to see some of the rotten boarding removed and 

even some actual pond water beneath the suffocating 

weeds. This is a great start to a project, which we hope will 

result in the pond coming back to life and becoming a 

part of our outdoor curriculum once more. 

Sports News 

14 of our budding runners took part in the Mid Sussex 

Active Year 3&4 Cross Country festival held at Mr. 

Luckhurst’s home football pitch at Newick. The children 

took on a course measuring 1.3km which included two 

laps of the Newick recreation ground with one lap that 

went down a track to bring a bit of cross-country 

authenticity of the event. The children were extremely 

determined and battled to out-run 107 other runners from 

8 local schools. 

Congratulations to all the children for such great results 

especially the boys’ team who won the event! 

Boys’ Results    Girls’ Results 

Dates for your diary: 

27th February Butser Ancient Farm Visit 

27th February Stuart Foster Author Visit 

1st March - Year 5 trip to Hever Castle 

1st March - SEN Parents’ Meetings to review ILPs 

2nd March—Strike Action Partial Closure 

3rd March - Blackthorns celebrates World Book Day 

13th and 14th March - Parents’ Consultation Evenings 

17th March—FoBs Quix Night 

31st March - FoBs Fundraising Fortnight begins 

31st March—End of Spring Term - break up for Easter 

17th April—INSET Day 
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1 Blackthorns 51 

2 Lindfield 69 

3 Bolnore 102 

4 Harlands 115 

5 Birchwood Grove 127 

6 Holy Trinity 133 

7 St Wilfrids 152 

8 
Northlands 
Wood 178 

9 St Josephs 231 

1 Lindfield 36 

2 Bolnore 82 

3 St Wilfrids 102 

4 Blackthorns 116 

5 
Birchwood 
Grove 118 

6 
Northlands 
Wood 149 

7 Holy Trinity No 
team 

score as 
fewer 
than 5 

 St Josephs 

 Harlands 

https://www.worldbookday.com/bbc-teach-live-lesson-world-book-day-2023/
https://www.worldbookday.com/bbc-teach-live-lesson-world-book-day-2023/
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Inside Our Classrooms 

 

The Hive  

This week has been a busy one in The Hive. For Stem 

week we looked at saving the bears from the lava 

by creating bridges, and we worked together to 

build a lookout tower from lolly sticks and pegs. We 

were proud of our teamwork and determination, 

because we sometimes felt like giving up, but we 

didn’t. On Thursday we had our trip to Kings Cross 

station to see Platform 9 ¾. We had an amazing 

morning and everyone displayed beautiful 

Blackthorns behaviour. Finally, we started our new 

learning focus for this half term, The Happiness 

Project on Shrove Tuesday by learning about Lent 

and challenging ourselves to perform acts of 

kindness every day until Easter. Look out for Hive 

children showing kindness around the school! 

 

Thinkers  

STEM week has been super busy here in Thinkers 

class! At the start of the week We had a special 

treat with a visit from Bea's Daddy, Ian, who came in 

to tell us all about his job as an Architect. He helped 

the children to design their own bespoke animal 

homes by thinking about special features that they 

would need to survive and be comfortable. Ian 

gave us 5 requirements that each home would 

need. We have also created pet rocks, made 2D 

and 3D structures with marshmallows and cocktail 

sticks, and have taken part in two experiments! In 

other exciting news, Thinkers class have set up a 

class fish tank and look forward to welcoming some 

fish very soon! Watch this space. 

  

Inventors 

This week in Inventors, the focus was STEM week! As 

it is the beginning of a new half-term, we have a 

new topic focus 'Travel and Transport'. We started 

our week by introducing our new topic and 

researched early modes of transport. The early 

mode of transport that we were going to focus on 

this week was Viking Longships. We looked at the 

structure, purpose and necessities a Viking Longship 

needed and then got designing. The children's 

designs were absolutely amazing! We had shields, 

flags that represented their families, Viking puppets, 

ores and more! Once they had their design, they 

used recycled materials to turn their designs in to 

real life creations! Today, they have been testing 

their Longships to see whether they used the correct 

materials to help them float. To help understand 

which materials would float or sink, they first took 

part in a float and sink investigation! Many Longships 

survived and Inventors had a great STEM week!  

Explorers  

Explorers have had such a ‘nICE’ STEM week! We 

started by exploring where ice will melt the quickest 

around our school and the quickest way to melt an 

ice cube to free the Polar Explorers! We learned that 

salt can change the state of ice and will melt ice 

much quicker than sugar! After that, we watched 

some videos of vehicles used in the polar regions 

and designed our own polar vehicles – Explorers 

had some amazing ideas! Then the fun part came in 

making the vehicles – oh what a lovely time was 

had by all! Finally we tested them to see if they 

moved and spent time playing with them and 

evaluating them. 

 

Warriors 

Year 3 have had a fantastic STEM week thinking 

carefully about how the Romans used STEM 

throughout their era. We started looking at their 

architecture and how arches helped support weight 

by testing different shaped arches and seeing how 

much multilink they could support. We also looked 

at columns and spotted these across many Roman 

buildings and tested which column shapes were 

strongest. Measuring and folding paper to make 

triangular prisms, cuboids and even octagonal 

prisms was a challenge but we persevered well! The 

rest of the week saw Roman chariots take centre 

stage as we researched, designed, tested and 

evaluated models that we made with our new talk 

partners. We looked at what chariots were used for; 

how toy vehicles moved; the different axles and 

wheels we could use as well as making paper 

models to practise folding and cutting. We finished 

the week 

designing and 

then making 

our models! 

What a great 

week! 
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Groundbreakers  

Groundbreakers have jumped head first into all 

things STEM. We began the week by investigating 

which materials best muffle sound and created our 

own ear defenders that we pitched in a Dragon's 

Den themed panel - we may have some 

entrepreneurs on our hands! Our visitors this week 

have been phenomenal and on behalf of all of 

Groundbreakers, thank you to Karen Ashworth 

(engineer) and Esther Kissling (epidemiologist) for 

making our week extra fun. The week ended with a 

bang as we put mentos in a bottle of coke; made 

lava lamps and ate lots of white skittles...  

 

Innovators 

The engineers of the future took centre stage in 

Innovators this week. We have a had a great week 

with a STEM focus and lots of fabulous events and 

speakers to whom we are very grateful. We don’t 

know if moon buggies will one day need to be 

powered by balloons, but if they do, NASA will know 

where to come knocking! The children had a great 

time designing, making and refining their buggies 

and testing them out across the school hall. 

 

Trailblazers 

Trailblazers have had a fabulous week. They started 

the week investigating the ‘dunkability of a biscuit’ 

with some very serious investigating going on. There 

is a Rich Tea biscuit, in a cup of water, still holding its 

shape in the classroom 3 days later!  

They then investigated the refraction of light, and 

how this still proves light travels in a straight line.  

We had a fantastic talk by Mr Kent who designs the 

software for Radiotherapy machines. He showed 

how to ‘define a problem’ – using an ice cream 

machine as a fabulous example.  

Chemistry was the theme on Thursday. Children 

learned all about acids and alkalis, and then tested 

lots of different products using Litmus paper to see if 

they were acidic or alkaline.  

Did you know a wasp sting is alkaline and a bee 

sting is acidic? 

Continuing with chemistry, we learned about the 

Periodic Table and each chose a particular element 

to research. 

We are finishing the week with more fantastic visitors 

and learning about how the human eye works – 

linked to our science curriculum and learning about 

light. 
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FoBs Update 

 

The FOBs Quiz: Friday 17th March 

There’s still time to get your team together 

and take part. 

FOBs need team details and pizza orders – 

and don’t forget to make payment! 

A booking form was sent via Parentmail, or 

follow the link to book online https://

forms.gle/m8jrD79U2HSLCJA88 

 

Doors open @ 7pm in the School Hall and the 

quiz starts at 7.45 pm 

There will also be a raffle and fabulous prize 

hamper. 
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STOP PRESS! 
Author Visit Monday 27th February 

At the eleventh hour, Mrs. Jago has managed to secure a visit from one of her favourite current 

children’s authors! Although Stewart Foster has an incredibly busy schedule this World Book Day 

Week, he is able to come to talk to our pupils and sell some of his books. He will be giving an 

assembly to years 3, 5 and 6 and a subsequent workshop with year 6 pupils. 

He will be selling some of his books for £7 each. Children who are interested in his books can 

purchase the books with cash on the day. Check out his website for more information about 

available titles. 

https://forms.gle/m8jrD79U2HSLCJA88
https://forms.gle/m8jrD79U2HSLCJA88
https://www.stewartfoster.co.uk/
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