
February 24, 2023 Vol. 7 Issue 22

Bike Lane Slated
For Berkeley St.

By Cullen Paradis

Berkeley Street is the latest 
candidate in Mayor Michelle 
Wu’s push for bike accessibility, 
but drivers are starting to feel the 
squeeze as the Back Bay’s potential 
lane losses mount.

The project was first made 
public on January 23 when the 
city published a webpage outlin-
ing in loose terms their intention 
to connect Tremont and Newbury 
Streets with a separated bike lane. 

The transportation department 

confirmed it’s spent the past 
few months measuring existing 
conditions along the route such as 
traffic volume. Planners are now 
collecting public input to refine 
into a concrete blueprint.

Their main point of contact 
is the department’s public 
office hours, held every other 
Wednesday. Interested residents 
can schedule an appointment 
through the city’s online events 
calendar.

Continued on Page 2

Continued on Page 2

Esplanade Breaks
Into the Top Ten

By Mannie Lewis

The Charles River Esplanade 
is America’s eighth most popular 
riverwalk according to USA 
Today’s “Reader’s Choice Travel 
Awards” program.

Last year, the 64-acre park 
ranked eleventh.

The publication’s editors choose 
the country’s top 20 riverwalks 
and let its readers vote for the top 
10 in an online poll.

By Cullen Paradis

The city has published an open 
call for submissions to create 
new neighborhood welcome 
signs, a welcome change as some 
of the city’s most prominent 

neighborhoods have gone years 
without one.

The mayor’s office put out 
their call on February 7, a broad 
collaboration between several 
city departments to redesign and 
create signage welcoming arrivals 

to Boston’s various neighborhoods. 
They’re paying out $1,000 for each 
chosen design with the help of 
funding from the American Rescue 
Plan Act (ARPA).

City to Get New 
Welcome Signs

Continued on Page 2

Fisher College Has 
A New Sport: Esport

By Caleb Nelson

Fisher College became the first 
school in Boston to elevate esports 
to varsity last fall. 

The new esports teams on 
campus earned top titles in 21 

championships in their first season, 
including a first place win in Super 
Smash Brothers Ultimate.

Video game streaming platforms 
like Twitch created huge audiences 
and prize pools in the millions 

for gamers. Among the prizes 
are scholarship opportunities. 
Emerging from the fringes of dorm 
culture over the past decade, esports 
programs have gained popularity 
on college campuses across the US.

“Esports can be a great segue 
into STEM fields,” said Robert 
Melaragni, the vice president of 
Enrollment Management at Fisher 
College. Varsity esports encourage 
gamers to gain qualifications that 
will professionalize their skill set.

The esports program brought 
more than 90 new students to 
Fisher College, and about half of 
them are studying online. Many 
of these new students are pursuing 
careers in computer related 
fields like Cyber Security, Game 
Development, and Information 
Systems. 

Continued on Page 2

A bike lane on Mass Ave
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The requirements of the signs themselves 
are fairly broad so long as they include the 
neighborhood’s name, with the competition 
rules stating only a few technical details and 
a preference for artists who are living in the 
sign’s neighborhood. Even after a design is 
chosen there will be three rounds of edits 
before the piece is finalized.

The submission deadline is March 3, with 
winners chosen on March 17 and the city 
looking to implement the designs in “early 
summer.”

“Our neighborhood signs are often the 

first thing residents and visitors see when 
they cross into different areas throughout 
Boston,” said mayor Michelle Wu in the 
announcement. “I’m excited for this program 
to empower our residents to create welcom-
ing, creative signs to reflect the unique, 
vibrant neighborhoods and communities 
they live and work in.”

The city is considering signs for Allston, 
the Back Bay, Brighton, Dorchester, East 
Boston, the Fenway, Hyde Park, Jamaica 
Plain, Mattapan, Mission Hill, Readville, 
Roslindale, Roxbury, South Boston, the 
West End and West Roxbury.

The Fenway, Beacon Hill and the South 
End are all currently lacking their own 
border signs, though it’s likely there are 

others as well since the city doesn’t have an 
official list. 

Members of the Fenway Civic Association 
(FCA) have been asking for a welcome sign 
for at least a decade. Officials in the public 
works department said in 2016 that they 
were looking into it, but ultimately nothing 
came of the proposal.

“We've been asking for this for quite some 
time, are excited to think of creative ways 
to take advantage of the Mayor's initiative,” 
said Marie Fukuda, an FCA board member. 
“We’ll be having some discussions with area 
stakeholders.

The South End is notably absent from the 
list of potential recipients. Despite being 
overlooked, South End Forum head Steve 

Fox says getting a welcome sign is far from 
the neighborhood’s top concern.

“If we can’t get the level of attention needed 
on Mass and Cass and neighborhood voices 
heard on development issues, welcome signs 
are relatively low in our priority list,” he said. 
“We have bigger fish to fry.”

There’s also the question of existing signs 
that need repairs. Some, like the Back Bay’s 
welcome sign, have serious wear that has 
started to obscure their text. Still others are 
out of date, like the Seaport’s welcome sign 
that still labels it as a part of South Boston.

The mayor’s office declined to speak about 
the existing neighborhood signs, saying only 
that more information will be available “in 
the coming weeks.”

“Today, people who want to bike from the 
South End to the Back Bay don’t have great 
options. We aim to complete a missing link 
in our bike network between Tremont Street 
and Beacon Street,” reads the connection’s 
announcement page. 

“Commuters will be able to reach job 
centers in the Back Bay and beyond, and 
everyone will be able to safely bike between 
two vibrant shopping, dining and entertain-
ment districts.”

The Boston Cyclists Union was supportive 

of the proposal. The Union frequently pushes 
for protected bike lanes, and one of the 
only specific elements the city is currently 
advertising about the bike lanes is that they 
will be “separate.”

“More bike infrastructure is good bike 
infrastructure. Mayor Wu has said creating 
safe alternative transit infrastructure is 
a priority, and there’s a lot of pedestrian 
traffic already in those areas. As more bike 
infrastructure is installed it will be even easier 
for people to get there,” said Grey Black, the 
Union’s director of organizing.

The Neighborhood Association of the 
Back Bay (NABB) was less enthusiastic. 
NABB President Elliot Laffer said they were 
open to transportation improvements but 

skeptical that Berkeley Street could take 
much more pressure.

That doubt is exacerbated by the city’s 
flirtation with making Dartmouth Street 
pedestrian only in front of the Boston 
Public Library, a proposal whose traffic 
impact mitigation relies on diverting cars to 
Berkeley.

“We don’t know a lot about the plans 
yet, but any time you do something with 
Berkeley Street it raises concerns because 
it’s already so congested,” said Laffer. “We 
already have great concerns about closing 
Dartmouth Street. If Berkeley loses a lane 
where do they go?”

NABB is holding off taking an official 
position until an actual blueprint is proposed.

“You can’t just say ‘well we want to get 
bikes from one area to another and Berkeley 
seems like an obvious place to put them.’ 
There aren’t that many streets coming 
through the Back Bay. You need a compre-
hensive thought instead of individual plans 
that aren’t connecting in a way we can see,” 
said Laffer.

For proponents like the Union, public 
safety takes priority over traffic concerns.

“Not creating physical space on the road 
doesn’t mean people won’t still use the road,’ 
said Black. “I’ve got places I need to go and 
people I need to see, and I’m going to use 
roads whether the infrastructure is there 
or not. Creating dedicated space for bikes 
makes sure it’s safe when I do.”

This year’s winners are:
•	 No. 1: Detroit International 

Riverwalk, in Detroit.
•	 No. 2: Tampa Riverwalk, in 

Tampa
•	 No. 3: Waterfront Park, in 

Louisville, Ky
•	 No. 4: Smale Riverfront 

Park, in Cincinnati.
•	 No. 5: Mississippi 

Riverwalk, in Dubuque, 
Iowa.

•	 No. 6: San Antonio 
Riverwalk, in San Antonio.

•	 No. 7: Wilmington 
Riverwalk, in Wilmington, 
N.C. 

•	 No. 8: Charles River 
Esplanade

•	 No. 9: Milwaukee 
RiverWalk, in Milwaukee.

•	 No. 10: Canal Walk, in 
Indianapolis. 

“In this program’s infancy, there’s a lot 
of runway for growth and exploration,” 
said Melaragni. The program will continue 
to “add games as players are evolving and 
emerging, and sunset the ones that aren’t so 
popular.”

Two cornerstone games in most esports 
programs are the first person shooter 
Overwatch and the multiplayer online battle 
arena game League of Legends where players 
work together to infiltrate another team’s 
base. 

Fisher has ten teams for games including 
Overwatch and League of Legends, each 
with its own coach and a unique roster of 
players. Nine of those teams at Fisher are 
currently ranked in the top five nationally.

The school’s developing esports arena 
presented a few logistical challenges upfront, 
such as increased internet bandwidth. But 
Fisher has no plans to change the school’s 
footprint to further expand the program, 
Melaragni said. He expects 25 to 30 new 
students to join each year, as older students 
graduate.

Rows of desks lined with monitors, 
headsets and top of the line computer 
equipment fill a computer lab and connected 
classroom, looking out from the second floor 
of Fisher’s Beacon Street facade.

“We’re not putting together a mercenary 
team,” said Aaron Colaiacomo, the assistant 
director of Esports. “We’re looking to create 
an ecosystem of players who are not only 
going to be successful while they’re in college, 
but also when they get out of college.”

The esports program recruits gamers like 
Aabid “Abbs” Chaudhry. Abbs enrolled 

in Fisher for the opportunity to play at 
the varsity level. An Information Systems 
major, at 23 years old Abbs said, “I’m old by 
Overwatch standards. They look for young 
talent.”

Abbs started playing in 2019 on “a potato” 
laptop using the lowest graphics settings. 
Some games take 100 gigabytes or more 
of space to run properly. Overwatch is less 
demanding.

Last fall Abbs’ team at Fisher placed 3rd 
in the Overwatch Collegiate Homecoming 
2022 Playoffs. They won $7,000, which they 
split evenly.

“As with any student athlete on campus, 
they’re here primarily to get a degree,” said 
Janet Kuser, vice president of Academic 
Affairs. “It’s been a good addition to our 
college.”

In the evening after classes, students trek 
past her office, and up the staircase to gather 

in two large rooms at several rows of desks. 
There they log in and begin to play. “I think 
some of them are up there all night,” said 
Kuser.

Welcome Signs
Continued from Page 1

Bike Lane
Continued from Page 1

Esplanade
Continued from Page 1

Fisher College
Continued from Page 1

The Boston 
Guardian

20 Park Plaza, Boston MA 02116   

Telephone: (857) 265-3022  

 Fax: (857) 990-3128  |  Email: news@

thebostonguardian.com 

Like us on Facebook@thebostonguardian | 

Follow us on Twitter@bostonguardian  

The reproduction in whole or part, of any 

information contained herein and prior 

is forbidden without the express written 

permission of the publisher.

The Boston Guardian is published on  
Fridays. ©2022  Guard Dog Media, Inc.

Associate Editor 
Gen Tracy

Reporters 
Mannie Lewis

Cullen Paradis

Contributor 
Aryan Rai

Editorial Assistant  
Heather A. 
Burkhardt

Editor/Publisher  
David Jacobs

The Boston 
Guardian

Advertise in

Call (857) 265-3022



February 24, 2023 | 3 The Boston Guardian Downtown

Virtual Public Meeting

@BostonPlansBostonPlans.org
Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary

Zoom Link: bit.ly/3I716oW
Toll Free: (833) 568 - 8864
Meeting ID: 160 580 1359

March 13, 2023
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

11-21 Bromfield Street

Project Proponent:

Midwood Investment & Development 

Project Description:

The Proposed Project will involve the demolition of the existing buildings and the 
construction of the new 22-story retail/office building. The building will include 
two levels of retail space as well as one below-grade level of retail totaling 
approximately 53,770 square feet of retail space along Bromfield and Washington 
Streets, and approximately 356,930 square feet of office space above, for a total of 
approximately 410,700 square feet of gross floor area. The building entrance will 
be on Bromfield Street, with retail entrances and public realm improvements 
along Bromfield and Washington Streets.  
Interpretation services will be provided in Cantonese and Mandarin

mail to:      Michael Sinatra
      Boston Planning & Development Agency
      One City Hall Square, 9th Floor
      Boston, MA 02201
phone:      617.918.4224
email:      michael.a.sinatra@boston.gov

Close of 
Comment Period:

3/20/2023

Greenway BID Is
Celebrating Wood

By Cullen Paradis 

One of the Greenway’s most important 
caretaker organizations is celebrating its 
fifth (or wooded) anniversary, looking 
forward to improving one of Boston’s 
best-known parks even more in the years 
to come.

The Greenway Business Improvement 
District (BID) is an organization founded 
to give the Greenway a longer term 
financial footing, collecting income from 
surrounding property owners and using 
it to beautify public space. Its leadership 
voted in November to extend its mission 
another five years, clearing the way for 
further improvements to the Greenway’s 
accessibility and programming.

While the Greenway’s public space has 
existed since The Big Dig finished relocat-
ing Interstate 93 underground in 2004, 
planners remained unfulfilled with the 
park’s support structure. That culminated 
in a 2018 collaboration between city 
officials and A Better City, a planning 
and business nonprofit that also traces its 
history back to The Big Dig.

All told, the Greenway BID covers 17 
acres of public space downtown, with a 
budget of $17 million over five years. $1.1 

million of that goes toward maintenance 
annually, with the rest saved for projects to 
improve the park.

The BID was really focused on being 
a helpful partner to the city and the 
Greenway’s conservancy,” said Rick 
Dimino, who serves as both the Greenway 
BID’s executive director and the president 
and CEO of A Better City. “It was clear that 
the operating capital requirements of the 
Greenway needed another leg of the stool 
to support its operation and maintenance.”

That money comes from the surround-
ing property owners. BIDs are essentially 
a regulated addition to the standard tax 
process, taking some money from the 
surrounding area each year and adding it to 
a dedicated fund to improve their territory.

BIDs remain relatively rare, with just 
three operating in the Downtown.

In the years to come, the Greenway Bid 
has a range of improvements planned for 
its park. Much of that will be lighting 
improvements to Dewey Square and the 
pathways around it, as well as its rotating 
mural exhibitions. Funding is also set 
aside for events to attract people to the 
Downtown after the pandemic dealt a 
body blow to tourism.

Beer Garden Coming 
To Boston Common

By Aryan Rai

Boston Common, the oldest park in the 
country, will soon be hosting crowds at a 
new beer garden. Plans have been approved 
by city officials. 

The plan was put forward by Emerson 
College and Trillium Brewing Co. for a 
420-seat beer garden located at the corner of 
Boylston and Tremont Streets.

“This new space will also provide locals 
and visitors a chance to experience the 

vibrant arts culture within the city, fostering 
cultural diversity and civic pride,” William 
Gilligan, Emerson’s interim president wrote 
in a statement.

This is in line with Emerson’s recent efforts 
to upgrade its downtown Boston campus.

In addition to the beer garden, there will 
be food and beverage stands and a temporary 
stage to host live performances by hired 
artists and Emerson students.

Continued on Page 10Continued on Page 10
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50th Winter Soirée 
The Beacon Hill Civic Association (BHCA) celebrated its 
centennial year with a 50th Annual Soirée fundraiser on 
February 11 at The Newbury Boston. 

Photos by Marianne Salza 



February 24, 2023 | 5 The Boston Guardian

Email MMG@LAZparking.com or visit LAZparking.com to sign up today!

Motor Mart Garage
201 Stuart Street, Boston, MA 02116

Overnight 
Monthly 

Parking Pass 
$173

Mon-Fri enter after 2 pm exit by 9:30 am + Sat & Sun enter/exit anytime.

Motor Mart Garage
201 Stuart Street, Boston, MA 02116

Monthly  Parking Available
- 24/7 Access: $394/month

- Overnight access: $173/month
(enter after 2:00pm and exit by 9:30am (holidays and 

weekends included)

Scan below to sign up!

(617) 482-8380
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READ US ON THE GO

Try it. You may like it!!!

You can now read The Boston Guardian on your phone or 
tablet.

• Get the news hours before our print version arrives at your 
home

• Email photos and stories to your friends

• Touch on an ad and go directly to the advertiser’s website

• Access prior issues

Our new app is FREE 
and downloadable through Apple 

and Google.

Virtual Public Meeting

@BostonPlansBostonPlans.org
Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary

Zoom Link: bit.ly/413W98M 
Toll Free: (833) 568 - 8864 
Meeting ID: 160 441 6159

March 8, 2023 
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

Fenway Zoning Public Meeting #2

Project Description:
Please join BPDA planning staff for a virtual public meeting focused on 
zoning in West Fenway. The team will review the established 
neighborhood planning context and community feedback received to 
date, and introduce draft recommendations for revisions to Article 66. 

Presentation materials will be translated into Cantonese and Mandarin 
with simultaneous interpretation in those languages provided for the 
meeting. Materials from the meeting, including a recording of the event, 
will be posted to the project website bit.ly/bostonplans-Fenway-Kenmore. 

Meet the members of the Boston Planning & Development Agency’s 
planning team, share your ideas, and learn about the planning process 
and how you can get involved.

mail to:   Cyrus Miceli
     Boston Planning & Development Agency
     One City Hall Square, 9th Floor
     Boston, MA 02201

phone:   617.918.4423
email:      cyrus.miceli@boston.gov
website:  www.bit.ly/bostonplans-Fenway-Kenmore

Comments 

City Is Slowing
Zoning Process

By Cullen Paradis

City officials have called a timeout in 
the Fenway’s zoning update, granting a 
few more weeks for them to consider what 
has evolved into a debate over whether the 
neighborhood will prioritize lucrative new 
business or its existing residents.

The Boston Planning and Development 
Agency (BPDA) has delayed what would 
have been the second public meeting 
in the Fenway’s zoning update process, 
apparently to give planners more time to 
consider what they heard from residents at 
a February 13 meeting organized by City 
Councilor Kenzie Bok.

The process up to this point has been 
consistently assailed by civic groups and 
residents for its short timeline. It’s offered 
just a handful of meetings in contrast to 
the intensive work done two decades ago 
to first develop the neighborhood zoning 
code.

Planners framed the postponement as 
a concession to community demands for 
more time and discussion.

“Staff wanted additional time to digest 
what they heard from the community 
following the in-person meeting with 
Councilor Bok, so preemptively postponed 

the Thursday meeting,” said Brittany 
Comak, the BPDA’s assistant director of 
communications.

The second meeting is now scheduled for 
March 8.

That left Councilor Bok’s meeting as the 
sole public space to discuss the update until 
then. Bok echoed the BPDA’s perspective 
in her opening statements, as well as 
emphasizing the individual focus of in-per-
son meetings.  

“From my perspective the delay is 
actually a good thing, since I’ve heard 
consistently from you all that when you’re 
talking about planning and how to think 
about development, that last thing you 
want to feel is rushed,” she said.

The tenor of the in-person forum was 
notably distinct from that of the zoom 
meetings that preceded it, with a wider 
variety of issues brought up in addition to 
the standard skepticism now of updating 
zoning at all. 

Residents spoke of fears that the Fenway 
was being consumed by businesses that 
outbid vital neighborhood staples with no 
regard for the community’s health. Corner 
stores and pharmacies have disappeared, 
priced out by lab space and offices. 

Continued on Page 10

Necklace Déjà Vu
The Emerald Necklace Conservancy has brought back 
“Lights in the Necklace”, a celebration of the power of urban 
parks to bring people together from dusk to 9pm through 
March 31. Included again this year are trees at Charlesgate 
Park and the Shattuck Visitor Center in the Back Bay Fens
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Discovered a forgotten 
investment account

Courtney M.
WAYLAND, MA

S
C

A
N

 H
E

R
E

inside for your name or online at FINDMASSMONEY.COM� ok
Will you be reunited with misplaced cash?

Virtual Public Meeting

@BostonPlansBostonPlans.org
Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary

Zoom Link: bit.ly/3IqOjPi

Toll Free: (833) 568 - 8864

Meeting ID: 160 806 3637

March 8, 2023

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

1033-1055 Washington Street

Project Proponent:  The Druker Company, Ltd

Project Description:

The BPDA is hosting a virtual Public Meeting in connection with the PNF for the 
1033-1055 Washington Street Project located at 1033-1055 Washington Street in 
the South End.  
The proposed project includes the construction of two life science/office buildings 
(with an above-grade connection between the buildings) approximately 150 feet in 
height with an aggregate gross floor area of approximately 588,000 square feet. 
The Project will include ground-floor retail/restaurant space, community/non-profit 
space, two levels of below-grade parking, a landscaped pedestrian plaza between 
the buildings connecting Washington Street and Shawmut Avenue, and related Site 
improvements and amenities.  

La información de esta reunión es fundamental para usted como residente de 
Boston y parte interesada. Dispone de servicios de idiomas de forma gratuita.  
作为波士顿居民和利益相关者，本会议的信息对您来说是至关重要的。可以提供翻译服务以传达本会议的
内容，您无需承担任何额外费用。 
作為波士頓居民和利益相關者，本會議的信息對您來說是至關重要的。可以提供翻譯服務以傳達本會議的
內容，您無需承擔任何額外費用。

mail to:     Sarah Black
      Boston Planning & Development Agency
      One City Hall Square, 9th Floor
      Boston, MA 02201
phone:      617.918.4282
email:      sarah.black@boston.gov
website:     www.bit.ly/bostonplans-1033-1055WashingtonSt

Close of Comment 
Period:
3/17/2023

BMC Leaving
Roundehouse

By Cullen Paradis

Boston Medical Center (BMC) is 
shuttering its clinical services at the contro-
versial Roundhouse homeless shelter, 
giving the area’s civic groups hope that 
the Wu administration might finally move 
services away from the state’s largest drug 
market.

David Kibbe, the (BMC)’s senior director 
of communications, confirmed that the 

BMC’s medical clinic would be winding 
down by March 31, though housing will 
continue through June. Whether the 
Roundhouse will continue operating past 
that point is up to the city, though the 
area’s civic groups and business owners are 
hoping it shuts down.

BMC is citing a lack of funds, although 
Kibbe declined to specify whether that 
shortfall was the responsibility of the city 
or BMC. 

South End to Elect 
New Representative

By Aryan Rai 

The race to succeed State Representative 
Jon Santiago is about to begin with potential 
candidates already making phone calls to 
judge their viability.

Santiago announced last week that he 
would be joining Governor Maura Healey’s 
cabinet as the state’s first secretary of the 
Executive Office of Veterans’ Service.

He will leave his current elected position 
by the end of the month. 

The district is expected to elect a new 
representative in the spring. 

“We are very happy for Representative 
Santiago who served the constituents for 
many years, focusing on every nut and bolt 
of every issue,” said Stephen Fox, the founder 
of the South End Forum, an umbrella group 
representing the community’s neighborhood 
associations. 

“At the same time, it is a bittersweet feeling 
as we will now look to elect a new leader to 
represent our interests in the legislature.”

Since Santiago’s last election, the 
district’s boundaries have changed due to 
redistricting.

Under the new map, the district will 
include most of the South End, along with 
parts of Roxbury into the Nubian Square, 
Dorchester into the Polish Triangle, South 

Bay and Newmarket.
 Fox noted that the expectation is high for 

candidates to be from the South End as the 
new map covers a much larger area of the 
neighborhood.

One of the primary issues to be addressed 
is the opioid crisis that has been rampant 
around Mass and Cass. 

“For the past eight years, we along with 
an addiction recovery organization have 
come up with a 10-point recommendation 
to address this issue, but not one of them has 
been adopted,” said Fox. 

Jonathan Cohn, the chair of the Ward 4 
Democratic Committee highlighted other 
issues in the area that need attention.

Continued on Page 10Continued on Page 10
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By Aryan Rai

The Seaport District, one of Boston’s 
fastest growing residential neighborhoods, 
has added a new hair salon to its portfolio 
of establishments that promises an excellent 
lifestyle to residents and visitors alike. 

Hair Seaport is open for business at The 
Superette in Seaport. As store owner Andrew 
Alicea had expected, the store has been busy 
since its soft opening six weeks ago. 

The salon will have a grand opening later 

this month.
“The process was fairly simple,” said 

Alicea of obtaining a location in one of the 
highly sought after locations in the city for 
small businesses. “I just had to show that 
I qualified, had previous experience, the 
credits, the finances.”

Seaport is witnessing an influx of small 
businesses looking to access a neighbor-
hood populated by people with disposable 
incomes. 

New Hair Salon
Opens in Seaport

Continued on Page 10
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The most recent five-year plan increased the 
operating budget by $100,000. According to 
Dimino, that’s largely to offset inflation.

“The Commonwealth is putting in more 
money, the city is putting in more money, 
and the conservancy is being asked to raise 
more money because of good ol’ inflation. 
Things cost more as time moves on, and so 
we have to put more into the operations and 
maintenance budget,” he said. Smooth sailing 

isn’t guaranteed for the BID’s operations. 
Because the group’s income is based on tax 
assessments, if Boston’s property values drop 
it could eat into the BID’s budget. Real estate 
firms have expressed consistent confidence 
in Boston’s continued growth, but it’s still 
something Dimino is keeping an eye on.

“There are some headwinds for commer-
cial properties nationwide because of the 
pandemic’s changes to office dynamics. 
That’s a yellow flag that all BIDs will need 
to look at, because if values come down that 
could pose some risk to the BID collection 
process,” he said.

Other literary and fitness events will also 
be planned by Trillium, a New England 
brewing company that has operated a similar 
space on the Greenway in the past. 

Emerson’s submitted Requests for Proposal 
(RFP) also aligned with the  city’s plans  to 
revamp the park, making it multifunctional 
and active while also renewing its cultural 

and historical integrity.
"We loved the partnership with local 

businesses and the focus on arts and culture, 
as well as the community oriented nature of 
the installation,” said Ryan Woods, commis-
sioner of the Boston Parks and Recreation 
Department.

“Finally, working with a trusted institu-
tional neighbor brings confidence that 
the project will be safe, welcoming and 
operationally sound, ensuring a positive 

experience for Bostonians and visitors alike."
The RFP was evaluated and chosen based 

on predetermined criteria. The proposal was 
unanimously deemed the most advantageous 
based on the rent paid, the experience of the 
proposers and a comprehensive plan. 

Emerson will pay a guaranteed $50,000 
annually plus 8% of gross sales in rent. The 
rent proposed by Emerson is double the 
minimum requirement and the rent offered 
by other parties that submitted proposals.

The project is expected to bring in 
$130,000 to $150,000 in revenue. 

These collected funds will go to the Funds 
for Parks and Recreation, a Boston nonprofit 
that finances recreational projects across the 
city using vendor payments.

The plan is now awaiting final approval 
from the Boston Landmark Commission. 
If approved, the garden will open on May 1 
and will run through spring until November 
1. 

The Fenway still lacks robust childcare, a 
public library, dedicated schools, and other 
services that might entice the few young 
families that can afford Boston’s increasing 
rents. Councilor Bok has suggested that 
a zoning rewrite could help fund some of 
those additions, though the structure of city 

government means the neighborhood can’t 
build them unilaterally.

“I can neither promise people that the city 
will freeze all development, nor am I ok with 
a status quo where every project is treated like 
it’s the first one to arrive and is disrupting the 
zoning article,” said Bok. “We need to find a 
middle way through where the community 
voice is codified and actually reflected in the 
development we see.”

Aside from individual issues, the 
fundamental question of zoning update’s 
necessity remains. Several residents who 
spoke up still objected to the idea that 
existing zoning should be changed to fit the 
ubiquitous exceptions made for individual 
projects instead of simply enforced more 
strongly.

“We had a super robust process to create 
our zoning article. This neighborhood gave 

up height, gave up density, because we 
were supposed to get so many things like 
housing,” said Marie Fukuda, a Fenway 
resident and board member of the Fenway 
Civic Association. “There’s a really warranted 
skepticism that we’re being pushed through 
a rapid discussion without due conversation 
about why those things weren’t delivered 
and how they would be through any zoning 
update.”

“Funding for transitional housing at the 
site has been identified through June. BMC 
remains committed to continuing to provide 
a range of clinical services to treat substance 
use disorder at the hospital,” he said. “Any 
questions on the future of the site beyond 
June belong with the city.”

The city is yet to say what its plans are. 
Spokespersons declined to say whether the 
city would replace BMC’s clinical services or 
continue housing past the end of the fiscal 
year.

“The Boston Public Health 
Commission (BPHC) will continue 
to serve residents with substance use 
disorders through comprehensive harm 
reduction efforts through our engagement 
center,” the BPHC said in a statement.  
“Additionally, BPHC will continue to work 
to direct individuals to day spaces so they 
can access the wraparound services they 
need.”

The Roundhouse has been besieged by 
controversy since its current run began 
at the height of the pandemic, providing 
emergency shelter for the unhoused at Mass 
and Cass as winter closed in.

That stopgap measure turned out to be not 

so temporary, as the city expanded services 
at the center and pulled out of discussions 
with neighborhood stakeholders when they 
demanded a definite end date. Its lease was 
renewed through June without notifying the 
surrounding community.

Though even the Roundhouse’s critics 
voice support for city assistance for 
those struggling with homelessness or 
substance abuse, BMC has proven unable 
to maintain security around the property,  
with business owners reporting drug deals 
happening through the back windows of the 
facility. 

Many residents in public meetings have 
questioned the wisdom of locating substance 

abuse recovery programs next to the state’s 
largest open-air drug market.

Like many of the mayor’s supportive 
housing programs, the Roundhouse posted 
single-digit monthly graduation rates, 
which were vastly outpaced by new arrivals 
to Mass and Cass.

“The surrounding businesses are 
pleased with this decision. What they’re 
trying to do there was a strong effort,  
but it’s not the right place,” said Sue Sullivan, 
executive director of the Newmarket 
Business Association. 

“If it were a different model, it’s possible 
that something could be there. But it would 
have to be a very different model.”

“Residents in the neighborhood want 
something to be done about the housing 
situation. They worry that their kids will 
not be able to afford houses that they once 

bought,” said Cohn.    
Public transportation is another problem 

in the South End, according to Cohn.
With multiple MBTA trains and bus lines 

running across the district, the standard is 
still not on par. Constitutes find themselves 
distressed about constant delays and safety 

concerns. 
Although we are still in the early stages of 

the impending election, low voter turnout 
will be a challenge to face when the time 
comes.

To tackle the problem, Cohn and his 
organization will do what they have done in 

the previous elections. 
Before the primary, the organization 

will endorse one of the candidates and will 
campaign door-to-door to engage voters. 
They will also host events to make sure 
that the people are aware of the ongoing 
democracy in their backyard. 

WS Development, a real estate developer, 
has been acting as a catalyst providing 
necessary spaces for many such businesses. 

“Seaport is attracting all kinds of business-
es simply because of the mix of people here,” 
said Ariel Foxman, general manager at WS 
Development. “You have residents. Then 
there are visiting students and tourists. This 

entire nexus of customers gives businesses a 
good platform to grow.”

WS is currently managing retail spaces 
spread out over 20 blocks in the Seaport 
including several clubs, restaurants, bars and 
speakeasies. Like many such small businesses 
migrating to Seaport, Alicea also collaborat-
ed with WS Development. But this was the 
second time the two parties worked together.

They first collaborated in 2017 when WS 
was in the process of completing the One 

Seaport project. This led to his fist location 
in the Seaport. 

Alicea recalled that there were no barber-
shops when he moved to Seaport in 2017. 
One had to drive to the other side of town 
to get a fresh trim. So he fixed the problem.

“Seaport Barbers was one of the first shops 
we leased during the time. Five years from 
then, it is now part of the fabric of the local 
neighborhood,” said Foxman. 

Alicea is used to this sort of success. 

The first store he opened was back in 1998. 
Since then, he has opened similar businesses 
in three other locations, two in South End 
and one in New Bedford.

It all stemmed from his love for cutting 
hair. It was a passion he discovered at a young 
age. He recalled cutting everyone’s hair in his 
household, including his own.

“Except my own, I remember cutting my 
mother’s hair, too,” said Alicea. She didn’t 
necessarily like it, but she let me keep trying.”

Greenway BID
Continued from Page 3

Beer Garden
Continued from Page 3

Zoning Process
Continued from Page 6

BMC
Continued from Page 7

Jon Santiago
Continued from Page 7

Hair Salon
Continued from Page 9
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Robb Cohen Team - Engel & Völkers Boston
46 Gloucester Street
Mobile +1-617-962-0142
robbcohenteam.evusa.com

“Robb is highly professional, possesses tremendous expertise and is an excellent 
communicator. His negotiation skills are second to none and he has assembled a 
great Team around himself. Robb guided us through the process seamlessly. We most 

definitely recommend Robb in any real estate transactions” - Gary

Sellers and Buyer’s Needed - Ask About Our Reduced Fees Through February 2023

Under Agreemenet in 12 Days!

Open House Saturday 11:30 - 1:00 PMOpen House Saturday 12:00 - 1:00 PM

SOLD! Under Agreement in 2 Days

Back Bay: 362 Commonwealth Ave, #4F I $790,000 
Renovated 1 bed+ study in ideal prof manag elev bldg with spectacular common roof deck. Updated 
kitch, hdwd floors, spa-like bath and great storage. High ceilings & orig detail. Rental pkg avai. 

Back Bay: 250 Commonwealth Ave, Unit 22  I  $750,000 
Perfection in location and design. Open layout with 5 bright windows, dentil moldings,10’ ceilings 
and stunning floors. Common roof deck w/ unforgettable commanding views. Rental pkg avail. 

Beacon Hill: 61 Beacon St, #3 I  Offered at $1,400,000 
Call us to experience the power of our exclusive markering services and great success our team
provides. We recently listed and sold this home in Back Bay for top price. How can we help you?

Back Bay: 362 Commonwealth Ave, #2A  I $950,000 
Wonderful and rare, renovated 2 bed in elev bldg. Priv front facing balcony overlooking Comm Ave- 
stunning view! Bedrooms are excellent size offering flexibility and ideal layout. Rental pkg avail. 

Beacon Hill Condominium - 8 West Hill Place #3

sallytbrewster@gmail.com ~ 617- 869-3443
visit our website www.brewberk.com

BREWSTER & BERKOWITZ 
REAL ESTATE

Conveniently located off Charles Street on the Flat of Beacon Hill, this 
three bedroom, two bathroom apartment in charming West Hill Place 
is a rare find. Large windows allow for great light throughout the open 
floorplan. The double wide, professionally managed, elevator building 
offers spacious one floor living. Amenities include two private storage 
rooms in the basement and access to the beautiful Annie Field Garden at 
the rear of the building. $1,975,000

Office space available 
at 896 Beacon Street 
perfect for self-employed 
individuals, tutors, private 
practices, and more. 

Convenient proximity to 
public transportation, the 
Mass Pike, local restaurants, 
and downtown Boston. 
896 Beacon Street also 
has elevator access and a 
recently renovated common 
kitchen.

617-262-3930
team@thecopleygroup.com

www.thecopleygroup.com

The Boston Guardian
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2023 RED SOX TICKETS
ON SALE NOW

ALL GAMES THROUGH JULY 26TH

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT
RedSox.com/Tickets

The Boston Guardian


