
Tentative Agenda 
BERGENFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION 

BERGENFIELD, N.J. 
 

Agenda for the Caucus Meeting September 26, 2011 
 
1. Meeting called to order: 7:00 P.M. by the President. 
 
2. Roll Call: by the Secretary-  Joseph Amara, President 
     Eileen Ryder, Vice President 
                        Mark D’Esposito, Trustee 
     Ralph Messina, Trustee 
                           Catherine Wada, Trustee 
                
Flag Salute: 
 
 Statement of the President: 
 
 "The New Jersey Open Public Meetings Law was enacted to insure the right of 
the public to have advance notice of and to attend meetings of this Board, except where 
specifically exempted by law, at which any business affecting their interest is discussed 
or acted upon.  In accordance with the provisions of this act, the Board of Education has 
caused notice of this meeting to be published by having same advertised in the Record on 
June 30, 2011; also notice of this meeting has been mailed to the members of the Board, 
the Borough Clerk, the Public Library, all Elementary Schools, Roy W. Brown Middle 
School, the High School, and posted on the District Website on September 21, 2011.”                                     
 
3. Discussion of evening agenda. 
 
4. Discussion of committee reports. 
 
5. Motion to adjourn. 
 
 (Motion____Second____-Roll Call Vote: Yes___No___) 
 
 Voting YES: 
 Voting NO: 
 Abstaining: 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
BERGENFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION 

BERGENFIELD, N.J. 
 
                                   Agenda for Regular Meeting – September 26, 2011 
 
1. Meeting called to order:  8:00 P.M. by the President. 
 
2. Roll Call: by the Secretary-  Joseph Amara, President 
     Eileen Ryder, Vice President 
                        Mark D’Esposito, Trustee 
     Ralph Messina, Trustee 
                           Catherine Wada, Trustee   
                                         
Flag Salute: 
 
 Statement of the President: 
 

"The New Jersey Open Public Meetings Law was enacted to insure the right of 
the public to have advance notice of and to attend meetings of this Board, except 
where specifically exempted by law, at which any business affecting their interest 
is discussed or acted upon.  In accordance with the provisions of this act, the 
Board of Education has caused notice of this meeting to be published by having 
same advertised in the Record on June 30, 2011; also notice of this meeting has 
been mailed to the members of the Board, the Borough Clerk, the Public Library, 
all Elementary Schools, Roy W. Brown Middle School, the High School and the 
District Website on September 21, 2011.” 

 
3. Minute Approval: 
                                     

Motion to accept and approve as presented, the minutes of The Executive Meeting 
and The Regular Meeting of August 29, 2011. 

 
       (Motion____Second____- Roll Call Vote:Yes___No___)   
 
  Voting YES: 
  Voting NO: 
  Abstaining: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
4.           Written Communication: 

 
   Motion to accept and approve the following correspondence:  
 
 Thank you from The Thoens Family. 

 
      (Motion____Second____- Roll Call Vote:Yes___No___)   
 
  Voting YES: 
  Voting NO: 
  Abstaining 
 
5. Verbal Comments:  (Opened_____PM, Closed_____PM)  
 (PLEASE LIMIT YOUR COMMENTS TO AGENDA ITEMS.)   
 (PLEASE SIGN NAME AND ADDRESS ON SHEET TO INSURE 
   PROPER SPELLING.  THANK YOU!)  
 
6.   Report and Recommendations of Supt. of Schools: 
 

1.   Motion to accept and approve the Personnel Recommendations as per 
the attached list. 

                
       (Motion____Second____- Roll Call Vote:Yes___No___)   

 
  Voting YES: 
  Voting NO: 
  Abstaining: 
 
 2.   Motion to accept and approve the following resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, on July 18, 2011, a teaching staff member whose name is on 
file in the Superintendent’s office was suspended with pay pending the outcome 
of an investigation and a medical evaluation by a physician designated by the 
Bergenfield Board of Education (hereinafter referred to as the “Board”); and 

WHEREAS, on or about August 9, 2011, a report was issued to the Board 
by the designated physician which concludes that this teaching staff member is 
ineligible for further services until he has satisfactorily recovered from his present 
disability; and 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 18A:16-4 provides that an employee determined to 
have such a medical disability shall be ineligible for further service until proof of 
recovery, satisfactory to the Board, is furnished, but if the employee has tenure, 
he may be granted sick leave with compensation as provided by law and shall, 
upon satisfactory recovery, be reemployed with the same tenure as he possessed 
at the time his services were discontinued unless his absence shall exceed a period 
of two years; and  



WHEREAS, this teaching staff member has tenure in the Bergenfield 
Public School District and currently has fifty-two (52) accumulated sick and 
personal days to his credit. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 

1. This tenured teaching staff member whose name is on file 
with the Superintendent’s office shall be ineligible for further service until proof 
of recovery, satisfactory to the Board, is furnished; and 

2. This teaching staff member shall be granted sick leave until 
proof of such recovery, during which time he shall be permitted to use his fifty-
two (52) accumulated sick and personal days.  If this teaching staff member 
exhausts his accumulated sick leave before proof of such recovery, he shall be 
granted additional leave for a maximum of twelve (12) weeks without pay and 
with medical benefits under the Federal Family Medical Leave Act (“FMLA”); 
and  

3. If this teaching staff member’s absence shall exceed the 
additional twelve (12) weeks to which he is entitled under the FMLA, he may 
continue his leave without pay and without medical benefits to a maximum of two 
(2) years, at which time his employment shall be terminated by the Board; and 

4. All records and reports relating to this teaching staff 
member’s medical examinations shall be the property of the Board and shall be 
filed with its Medical Inspector as confidential information.  The Board hereby 
requests that the Superintendent give this teaching staff member written notice of 
the Board’s action, together with the reasons therefore. 

 
  (Motion___Second___-Roll Call Vote: YES   NO__) 
 
  Voting YES: 
  Voting NO: 
  Abstaining:   

 
B.  General Recommendations: 
 

a. Motion to accept and approve Special Education Services as per the attached 
list. 

   
  (Motion___Second___-Roll Call Vote: YES   NO__) 
 
  Voting YES: 
  Voting NO: 
  Abstaining:  
 
 
 
 
 



 b.  Motion to accept and approve the 2010-2011 Opening Day Enrollment  
                 Figures. 
 
  (Motion___Second___-Roll Call Vote: YES   NO__) 
 
  Voting YES: 
  Voting NO: 
  Abstaining: 
  

c.   Motion to accept and approve the following curricula utilizing curriculum  
       mapping: 
 

1. Grade K Literacy mapper #111 revised by Donna Jones Schmidt(F) and 
Catherine Johnson(F) 

2. AP English Literature & Composition mapper # 1077 revised by Eddie 
Baldwin( BHS) 

3. Grade 6 Research and Presentation  mapper# 1051 revised by Maura 
Andreula(RWB) 

4. Grade 5 Math, mapper #111 revised by Danielle Karabin. 
5. Motion to accept and approve the following curricula utilizing curriculum 

mapping: 
6. Seminar 6, mapper #1053 revised by Kimberly Agosta, Denise Ponte, 

& Carol Raftery 
 
(Motion___Second___-Roll Call Vote: YES   NO__) 
 
Voting YES: 
Voting NO: 
Abstaining: 

 
    d.  Motion to accept and approve Conferences for Board Approval with    
                    Registration Fees over $150.00 NCLB Funding. 
 

(Motion___Second___-Roll Call Vote: YES   NO__) 
 
Voting YES: 
Voting NO: 
Abstaining: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  e.  Motion to accept and approve Conferences for Board Approval with 
       Registration Fees over $150.00 Special Education. 
 

(Motion___Second___-Roll Call Vote: YES   NO__) 
 
Voting YES: 
Voting NO: 
Abstaining: 
 

f.  Motion to accept and approve the second reading of Policy #2431.4 - 
     Prevention and Treatment of Sports-Related Concussions and Head  

                 Injuries. 
  (Motion___Second___-Roll Call Vote: YES   NO__) 
 
  Voting YES: 
  Voting NO: 
  Abstaining: 
 
 g.  Motion to accept and approve the second reading of Policy #5512 – 
                 Harassment, Intimidation and Bullying. 
 

(Motion___Second___-Roll Call Vote: YES   NO__) 
 
  Voting YES: 
  Voting NO: 
  Abstaining: 
 
 h.   Motion to accept and approve the 2011/2012 IDEA-B Grant Allocations. 
 
     Allocations  Non-Public Share 
          Basic    $850,162          $64,624 
            PSD       $  34,272          $  7,173 
 

(Motion___Second___-Roll Call Vote: YES   NO__) 
 
  Voting YES: 
  Voting NO: 
  Abstaining:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 i.   Motion to accept and approve Lauren Rogers, Leslie Neats Malara, and  
                  Lovely Samuels to attend and be presenters at the NCTM National  

      Conference in Atlantic City on October 20-21, 2011 at a total cost not to  
      exceed $1250 which includes $258 each registration, $100 for hotel and 
      $99 for meals, incidentals and mileage which is based upon the GSA  
      allowable reimbursements. Project Impact and NCLB funds will be used to  
      pay for the conference. 
 

(Motion___Second___-Roll Call Vote: YES   NO__) 
  
  Voting YES: 
  Voting NO: 
  Abstaining:  
 

j.   Motion to accept and approve the use of Math Consultant, Dr. Deborah   
     Ives, to work with elementary faculty by coaching them and conducting  
     model lessons in accordance with the proposal that is on file in the  
     business office. The expenditure will not exceed $9600 and will be paid  
     through NCLB and IDEA funds.  
 

(Motion___Second___-Roll Call Vote: YES   NO__) 
  
  Voting YES: 
  Voting NO: 
  Abstaining:  
 
 k.   Motion to accept and approve the attached memorandum of agreement  
      between the University of Medicine and Dentistry to continue the Health  
      Science Careers Program at Bergenfield High School for the 2011-2012  
                 school year. 
 

Note: This partnership has been very successful and has allowed BHS students to 
simultaneously earn high school and college credits through UMDNJ. 

 
(Motion___Second___-Roll Call Vote: YES   NO__) 

  
  Voting YES: 
  Voting NO: 
  Abstaining:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 l.   Motion to accept and approve the following teachers to write the K-8  
       writing curriculum units of study for  the months of December through  
                  June. Each teacher will be allotted a total of 5 hours per month for 7  
                  months not to exceed $875 per teacher for a total expenditure of $7875 to  
                  be paid out of Title II funds.:  Gina Nikola-K, Susan McGuire – grade 1,   
                  Deidre Kessler- Grade 2, Laura Haines and Brenda Kaus- grade 3,  
                  Stephanie Dunnigan- Grade 4, Danielle Karabin- grade 5, Deborah  
                  Fatouras – grade 6, Despina Athanasiadis- grade 7, and Andrea Sarney –  
                  grade 8. 
 

(Motion___Second___-Roll Call Vote: YES   NO__) 
  
  Voting YES: 
  Voting NO: 
  Abstaining: 
 
 m.   Motion to accept and approve the creation of a Boys Varsity Volleyball  
                   Team at Bergenfield High School. 
 

(Motion___Second___-Roll Call Vote: YES   NO__) 
  
  Voting YES: 
  Voting NO: 
  Abstaining: 
 
 n.   Motion to accept and approve the first reading of Policy #2415.04  
                  Title I – Parental Involvement. 
 

(Motion___Second___-Roll Call Vote: YES   NO__) 
  
  Voting YES: 
  Voting NO: 
  Abstaining: 
 
 o.   Motion to accept and approve the first reading of Policy #8870  
                  Lab/Shop Safety. 
 

(Motion___Second___-Roll Call Vote: YES   NO__) 
  
  Voting YES: 
  Voting NO: 
  Abstaining: 
 
 
 
 



 p.   Motion to accept and approve the attached Memorandum of  
                  Understanding for a student whose name is on file in Superintendents  
       Office 
 

(Motion___Second___-Roll Call Vote: YES   NO__) 
  
  Voting YES: 
  Voting NO: 
  Abstaining: 
 
7. Old Business:  No old business.   
 
8.         New Business:   

A. Motion to accept and approve the Tuition Contracts for the 2011/2012 school 
year as per the attached list.       

   
  (Motion____Second____-Roll Call Vote: Yes___No___) 
 
  Voting YES: 
  Voting NO: 
  Abstaining: 
 

B. Motion to accept and approve the Tuition Contracts with Bergen County 
Special Services for the 2011/2012 school year as per the attached list. 
 

  (Motion____Second____-Roll Call Vote: Yes___No___) 
 
  Voting YES: 
  Voting NO: 
  Abstaining: 
 

C.   Motion to accept and approve the Use of Facilities as per the attached list. 
 
  (Motion____Second____-Roll Call Vote: Yes___No___) 
 
  Voting YES: 
  Voting NO: 
  Abstaining: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 D.   Motion to accept and approve the following Gift(s): 
 
 Knights of Columbus, St. John’s Council No 1345 has donated $557.00. 
 
 Washington School Parents Association has donated $5,000 to be used toward the  
 purchase of up to a maximum of twelve (12) document cameras.  If funds there  
 are leftover funds the money will go towards the purchasing of books for the  
 Washington School Library. 
 
 A $500.00 has been made by the Henry & Mary McHale Family Fund to the  
 Bergenfield Basketball Team. 
 
 As part of this motion the Board Secretary will send a thank you letter. 
 

(Motion____Second____-Roll Call Vote: Yes___No___) 
 
  Voting YES: 
  Voting NO: 
  Abstaining:  
 

E.   Motion to accept and approve Change Order 1 from Puff Incorporated for  
        and decrease of $10,700.00 in the contract sum.  The original contract was  
                   $89,200 and is now $79,500.00. 
 

(Motion____Second____-Roll Call Vote: Yes___No___) 
 
  Voting YES: 
  Voting NO: 
  Abstaining: 
 
 F.   Motion to accept and approve Jeff Morin to attend Infinite Campus  
       Premier course scheduled to be held in Hauppauge.   

      The following is the breakdown of charges:   
Gas = $32.46 Roundtrip, 
 Tolls = $25.00 GWB & Throgs Neck 2x,  
Meals = $177.50 Maximum,  
Hotel = $228 Maximum ($114/night)  
Total = $458.96 
 

(Motion____Second____-Roll Call Vote: Yes___No___) 
 
  Voting YES: 
  Voting NO: 
  Abstaining: 
 
 



 G.   Motion to accept and approve Summit Management Solutions  
                   to do the district DRTRS report at a cost not to exceed $2,000.00. 
 

(Motion____Second____-Roll Call Vote: Yes___No___) 
 
  Voting YES: 
  Voting NO: 
  Abstaining: 
 
 H.  Motion to accept and approve the Inter-Account Transfers relating to the 

      IDEA Grant as per the attached list. 
 
 (Motion____Second____-Roll Call Vote: Yes____No____) 
 
 Voting YES: 
 Voting NO: 

Abstaining: 
 

I.   Motion to accept and approve the General Fund Inter-Account Transfers as 
                  per the attached list. 

    
  (Motion____Second____-Roll Call Vote: Yes___No___) 
 
  Voting YES: 
  Voting NO: 
  Abstaining: 
 
9. Report and Recommendations of Business Administrator/Board Secretary: 
 
 Motion to accept and approve as presented:  
 
 A.  The Secretary’s Report of Cash Balances as of June 30, 2011 reflecting an  
                  available balance of $  and the Treasurer’s Report of Cash  
                  Balances as of June 30, 2011 reflecting a balance of $       
 

B.  The following motion: 
Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.11(c)3, the Board of Education Secretary 
certifies that as of August 31, 2011 that no line item account has 
encumbrances and expenditures, which in total exceed the line item 
appropriation in violation of N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.11(a). 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.11(c)4, the Board of Education Secretary 
certifies that as of August 31, 2011, after review of the District’s monthly 
financial reports no major account or fund has been over expended in 
violation of N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.11(b) and that sufficient funds are available to 
meet the district's financial obligations for the remainder of the fiscal year. 

 
         (Motion____Second____-Roll Call Vote: Yes___No___) 
 
  Voting YES: 
  Voting NO: 
  Abstaining: 
 
10. Verbal Comments: (Opened______PM, Closed______PM) 
  (PLEASE SIGN NAME AND ADDRESS ON SHEET TO INSURE 
   PROPER SPELLING.  THANK YOU!) 
 
11.   Adjournment: Time______PM 
 
  (Motion____Second____- voice vote)  
 
 
 
CT/de 
 


