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BOARD POLICY EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

I. NEW/RESCINDED/SUBSTANTIVE CHANGES

IDB (New)* Establishes Policy to detail various health education offerings
such as sex education, alcohol/drug education, CPR, etc.Health Education

IDBB (Rescinded) Rescinds Policy content which is now recommended for
inclusion in Policy IDB.Drug Education

IFB (Rescinded) Rescinds Policy which is not statutorily required and reflects
outdated reporting procedures/requirements.Instructional Services

IHE * Modifies Policy to allow for pupil progression guideline
development. Health education language now included in
Policy IDB.

Promotion, Placement and Retention

IHEAA Modifies Policy to clarify provisions relative to tutoring offered
by School District employees.Tutoring

JBC Modifies Policy to contain adjustments as recommended after
legal review.School Admissions

JBC(1) Modifies Policy to contain adjustments as recommended after
legal review. Language addressing admission and enrollment
and records requirements now included in Policy JBC.

Homeless Students

JBCA (Rescinded) Rescinds Policy language which was redundant and contained
in Policy JBCA.Education of Homeless Students

JG Modifies Policy to contain adjustments as recommended after
legal review.Student Welfare

KG Modifies Policy to clarify provisions relative to use of school
facilities for tutoring.Use of School Facilities

Denotes new guidelines included in Agenda Item
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UThe Cherokee County Board of Education recognizes health as a distinct discipline essential 
to the developmental needs of students at every educational level in their primary years 
through their secondary school experiences. 

UHealth education is an integral part of each student's total school experience and will be 
developed in compliance with state standards. 

I. UCURRICULUM REQUIREMENTS: 

U1. The School District will develop and implement an accurate, comprehensive health 
program that includes information and concepts in the following areas: 

Ua. Alcohol and other drug use; 
Ub. Disease prevention; 
Ud. Nutrition; 
Ue. Personal health; 
Uf. Sex education/AIDS education; 
Ug. Safety; 
Uh. Mental health; and,
Ui. Growth and development.

U2. Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR):

UIn accordance with State Board of Education rule, instruction in CPR and the use of an 
automated external defibrillator (AED) will be provided as a requirement in the health 
education program at each high school. 

UII. INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIAL REVIEW AND PARENTAL PERMISSION: 

USex education and AIDS education will be a part of a comprehensive health program. 
Prior to the parent or legal guardian making a choice to allow his/her child to take the 
specified unit of instruction, he/she will have the opportunity to review all instructional 
materials to be used, print and non-print.

UThe Superintendent will establish administrative guidelines necessary to provide for 
implementation of this policy.

UADOPTED:  July 18, 2019

Cherokee County Board of Education



CCSD Administrative Guidelines Regarding Sex Education/AIDS Education Parent Permission  
 
Pursuant to the School Board’s Health Education Policy (IDB), these administrative guidelines are 
to be utilized by CCSD staff in policy application:  
 

1  

Sex education and AIDS education will be a part of a comprehensive health program. Prior to the 
parent or legal guardian making a choice to allow his/her child to take the specified unit of 
instruction, he/she will have the opportunity to review all instructional materials to be used, print 
and non-print. 
 
NOTIFICATIONS: 

a. Prior to the beginning of sex education instruction, the school will send parents/legal 
guardians written notice of the course of study;  

b. The parent/legal guardian will be provided an opportunity to review the curriculum and 
instructional materials as provided above;  

c. Parents/legal guardians who elect to allow their child to participate in the sex education 
course of study will return a signed permission form to the school; and, 

d. Students who do not return a signed permission form will not participate in the course of 
study but will be provided other health related instruction.  

 
The School District will establish a committee appointed by the Superintendent to periodically 
review sex/AIDS education instructional materials and make recommendations concerning 
age/grade level use.  
 
REVIEW COMMITTEE COMPOSITION: 

a. Appointed staff will include the Chief Academic Officer or designee, Health/PE Coordinator, 
school-site administrators, and select Health and PE teachers; 

b. Non-teaching parents/guardians who have students enrolled in the School District; and who 
represent the diversity of the student body;  

c. Other community representatives such as educators and representatives from health 
professions; and, 

d. A 11P
th

P or 12P
th

P grade male and female student currently enrolled in the School District.   
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UThe Cherokee County Board of Education promotes, places or retains a student in a grade, class or 
program based on academic achievement assessments. At the elementary and middle school levels, 
the determination of the educational placement in which the student is most likely to receive
appropriate instruction and other services will be determined by a school-based committee. 
The Principal or designee and a committee consisting of teacher(s) and parents will review all 
assessment data to make a determination in this regard. School level promotion, placement, and 
retention decisions may be appealed to the Superintendent or designee, whose decision will be final. 

UAt the high school level, credits earned on an annual basis as part of graduation requirements will 
determine promotion, placement and retention. (Graduation Policy IHF).

UThe Superintendent will establish administrative guidelines necessary to provide for implementation 
of this policy.

 
I. SGEORGIA STANDARDS OF EXCELLENCE 

SCONTENT STANDARDS (KNOWLEDGE)

SThe School District’s curricular and instructional practices are aligned with the 
Georgia Department of Education’s Georgia Standards of Excellence (GSE) and reflect
the School Board’s commitment to high expectations  for all students. The GSE
require mastery of content knowledge in the academic areas of language arts, mathematics,
science, social studies, arts and humanities, foreign languages, health education/physical
education and career/technology education. The foundations on which all other content 
knowledge is built are reading, writing, speaking, listening and mathematics.

 
SII. GENERAL CURRICULA

 
SA. All schools and programs will fulfill the student performance standards set forth

in State Education Rules and local policy that reflect the Major System Priorities of
the School Board. Accountability and benchmark procedures which address high
expectations of GSE will be implemented by all administrative, instructional and 
support staff through the Instructional Program Philosophy - - Educational 
Accountability and School Improvement Policy (IA).

 
SB. All students will be offered courses, which are rigorous, relevant and consistent 

with Georgia law and Georgia Department of Education GSE.
 
 

SC. Each school containing any grade K-12 will provide education on alcohol, illegal
and legal drug abuse annually at each grade level. Furthermore, all schools will 
develop and implement an accurate, comprehensive health and physical education 
program that will be grade and age appropriate as referenced in Policy IDBB.

 
SD. Each school will develop procedures to allow parents and legal guardians to exercise

the option of excluding their child from sex education and Sexually Transmitted
Disease (STD) prevention instructional programs.
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S1. Sex education and STD education will be a part of a comprehensive 
health program.

 
S2. Prior to the parent/guardian making a choice to allow his/her child to take 

the specified unit of instruction, he/she will be told what instruction is to 
be provided and will have the opportunity to review all instructional
materials to be used, print and non-print. Any parent or legal guardian of 
a child to whom a course of study in sex education is to be taught will 
have the right to elect, in writing, that such child not receive such course
of study. Additionally, all parents/guardians will be required to give
written permission for such child to receive such course of study.

S3. The School District will establish a committee to review periodically 
sex/STD education instructional materials and make recommendations
concerning age/grade level use. Recommendations made by the committee 
will be approved by the School Board prior to implementation.

 
 

SE. All schools, kindergarten through grade twelve, will provide instruction that
addresses core values and provides instruction in character education as adopted by 
the Georgia Board of Education.

 
SF. Classroom instruction will focus on ensuring that all students demonstrate mastery 

of GSE and core curricular competencies at the appropriate level. All students will
be annually assessed in this regard. Any student who does not meet grade level
standards will be provided support by way of a Response to Intervention (RTI) Plan.
Research-based strategies and interventions will be used for remediation, which
will include progress monitoring and reporting individual student progress in
moving toward GSE.

 
SG. School District  staff will  keep current with any changes that occur to the GSE

and core curricular competencies. It is the responsibility of teachers and the 
principal/designee to ensure that the instruction is consistent with GSE. A
teacher(s) desiring to teach a new or experimental course may submit an outline
of the course to the principal, who will follow district procedures for obtaining
approval for new courses.

 
SH. All schools will implement a developmental guidance program that includes a

career awareness/planning component designed to enable all students to acquire 
marketable skills and the knowledge needed for transition into work and post 
secondary education.

 
SI. The School Board authorizes homebound education in compliance with State and

SFederal Guidelines.
 

SJ. The Individualized Education Program (IEP) or Section 504 Plan developed by the
appropriate committee may modify the instructional program or length of school
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day for an eligible student if it is determined that the modification would be 
appropriate for the student. A decision to modify the program or length of school
day will be documented in the student’s IEP or Section 504 Plan.

 
SK. English Learners (EL) must receive appropriate grade-level instruction using English

proficiency level as determined by the W-APT or ACCESS 2.0 assessment. 
Resources provided by the World Class Instructional Design and Application
Consortium (WIDA) will assist teachers with differentiation. Grades must reflect
work that has been differentiated to their English proficiency level and
accommodations established in the English-Language Learner–Testing Participation
Committee Plan (ELL-TPC).

 
SL. A comprehensive system will be planned, developed and implemented to measure 

and verify  proficiency of GSE and core curricular competencies,   based  on 
documented demonstrations of mastery. Such verification will consist of, but 
not be limited to, the following:

 
S1. Elementary School and Middle School

 

Sa. Georgia Kindergarten Inventory of Developing Skills (GKIDS)
Sb. State Assessment(s)
Sc. ACCESS 2.0 for English Learner students
Sd. Other Approved   Measures (e.g.,   prescribed reading   and

mathematics mastery tests, teacher-made tests, portfolio
assessments, and universal screening assessments)

 
S2. High School

 

Sa. State Assessment(s)
Sb. Other Approved Measures (e.g., prescribed reading and

mathematics mastery tests, teacher-made tests and portfolio
assessments).

 
SM. Each school will maintain records of annual student report cards.

 
SN. All student report cards, cumulative folders, RTI folders must be transferred intra 

district from the sending school to the receiving school within 10 days.
 

SIII. PRE-KINDERGARTEN/ELEMENTARY PUPIL PROGRESSION
 

SA. Reporting
 

S1. Report Cards
 

Sa. The reporting of student progress to parents will follow School 
District procedures and will be in accordance with Georgia law,
Georgia Board of Education rules, and School Board policies, rules 
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and regulations.
 

Sb. Report cards are issued at the end of every nine weeks of school and
cover a period of approximately 45 school days. Such reports will 
be distributed to students for delivery to their parents/guardians
according to the School District calendar. If a student withdraws 
and does not qualify for a report card under this provision, he/she 
will be issued a withdrawal form listing current grades in each 
subject area.

 
Sc. Parents/Guardians of students in third through fifth grades will have 

access to students’ current grades, including individual assignment 
grades and class averages, throughout the grading term through the 
School District’s online learning management system.

       
Sd. No later than midway between grading periods, an interim progress

Sreport will be sent to all parents/guardians of students in grades 1 and  
2.

 
Se. Student attendance for the grading period will be recorded on the 

report card.
 

Sf. Elementary report cards will be signed by the parent/legal guardian
and returned to the teacher.

 
S2. Grading System - Kindergarten

 
S It is required that kindergarten student performance be evaluated 

and reported based on mastery of standards in language arts,
mathematics, and writing/fine motor skills. Following are the symbols
used to describe evidence of mastery:

 
 

SAcademic Skills Code:
 
 

SNA S= SNot Yet Assessed
SND S= SNot Yet Demonstrated
SEM S= SEmerging
SDV S= SDeveloping
SDM S= SDemonstrating
SEX S= SExceeding

 
 
 

S3. Grading System - Grades One and Two
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a. SGrade one and grade two student performance is evaluated and reported
based on mastery of standards in academic courses, participation
courses, personal growth and development, and conduct using the
following symbols:

 
SO S= SOutstanding
SS S= SSatisfactory

SN S= SNeeds Improvement
SU S= SUnsatisfactory

b. SProgress in music, art, physical education and general conduct will be 
assessed and reported using the following symbols:

 
SS S= SSatisfactory
SN S= SNeeds Improvement
SU S= SUnsatisfactory

S 4.            Grading System - Grades Three through Five
 

Sa. In  reporting student  performance in  grades  three  through  five, 
schools will  utilize numerical grades for progress reporting in the 
areas of English Language Arts, mathematics, science, social
studies and Accelerated Intellectual Movement (AIM-Gifted 
Resource Enrichment). The following grading scale, correlated to 
letter grades, is shown below: 

 
SA S= S90-100
SB S= S80- 89
SC S= S71- 79
SD S= S70
SF S= SBelow 70

 
Sb. Progress in music, art, physical education and general conduct will

be assessed and reported using the following symbols:
 

SS S= SSatisfactory
SN S= SNeeds Improvement
SU S= SUnsatisfactory

 
 
 

S5. Alternative Report Cards
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SFor some special education students, alternative report cards are
used to report progress made on Individualized Education Program
(IEP) goals and objectives. Some students will receive the regular
education report card to report progress made in other subject areas.

 
SB. Promotion, Placement and Retention

 
SDEFINITIONS

 
SAdditional instruction – academic instruction beyond regularly scheduled
academic classes that is designed to bring students not performing on grade level
to grade level performance. It may include more instructional time allocated 
during the school day, instruction before and after the school day, Saturday
instruction, and/or summer instruction or other forms of instruction beyond the
school day.

 
SDifferentiated instruction – instructional strategies designed to meet individual 
student learning needs.

 
SGrade level – standard of performance, based on competency of student 
performance standards.

 
SPlacement – the assignment of a student to a specific grade level based on the 
determination that such placement will most likely provide the student with
instruction and other services needed to succeed and progress to the next higher level
of academic achievement.

 
SPlacement committee – the committee established by the local school
principal/designee to make placement decisions concerning a student who does not
meet expectations on the  Georgia  s t a t e as s es s m en t or  alternative 
assessment instrument in  the  absence of  Georgia state assessment. This
committee will be comprised of the principal/designee, the student’s parent or 
guardian, and the teacher(s) in the content area(s) in which the student did not 
achieve grade level on the Georgia state assessment.

 
SPromotion – the assignment of a student to a higher grade level based on the
Sstudent’s achievement of established criteria in the current grade.

 
SRetention – the re-assignment of a student to the current grade level during the 
next school year.

 
SElementary school students will be promoted, placed or retained dependent upon 
their ability to meet the student performance standards and core curricular 
competencies of Cherokee County School District and State Board of Education 
Rules 160-4-2-.11,   Promotion, Placement, and Retention and 160-3-1-.07, 
Testing Programs-Student   Assessment,  and State  law. Elementary school 
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students will not be retained unless RTI Tier III placement has occurred for a
minimum period of six weeks prior to the end of the school year.

 
S1. When determining the placement of students, which must include review

by the (RTI) or Individualized Education Program (IEP) Committee,
academic performance based on mastery with emphasis on proficiency in 
reading, writing and mathematics; and the level of social and emotional
development will be considered.

 
S2. For special education students whose promotion is in question, the 

Individualized Education Program (IEP) Committee, which includes the
principal/designee, will determine grade placement.

 
S3. The principal/designee will have the final authority for appropriate grade 

placement of students in Kindergarten and Grades 1, 2, 4 and 6. The 
principal/designee will be included in the placement committee for 
students in grades 3 and 5, within the limitations of School Board Policy,
Georgia Board of Education Rules 160-4-2 .11 and 160-3-1-.07 and Georgia 
law.

 
S4. English Learners (EL) who have been enrolled in the ESOL program for

two years or less may not be retained solely due to lack of English
proficiency.

 
S5. Work completed under private instruction will not be accepted by the 

School District except in accordance with Georgia Board of Education 
administrative rules.

 
S6. Additional Requirements for Grades One through Five

 
Sa. Each school principal/designee will distribute student data from the 

Georgia state assessment or alternative assessment instruments in 
the absence of Georgia state assessment to teachers prior to the
beginning of each school year. Each teacher will use data to focus 
instruction on identified student academic performance in grades 1-
5.

 
Sb. Each school principal/designee will establish and/or convene a RTI 

or IEP Committee for each student in grades 3-5 who does not
achieve grade level on reading and/or mathematics sections of the
Georgia state assessment or alternative assessment instruments in
the absence of Georgia state assessment. The RTI or IEP 
Committee will provide the following:

 
 

SStudents will be tested in accordance with requirements specified
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in State Board Rule 160-3-1-.07 Testing Programs – Student 
Assessment.

 
SThe school principal/designee will annually notify parents or 
guardians that placement or promotion of a student into a grade,
class, or program will be based on the academic achievement of the 
student on criterion-referenced assessments and/or other criteria 
established in this policy.

 
 
 

S7. Requirements for Grades Three and Five
 

Sa. Promotion of a student will be determined as follows:
S1) No third grade student will be promoted to the fourth

grade if the student does not achieve grade level on the 
Georgia state assessment or alternative assessment
instruments in the absence of Georgia state assessment
in reading, unless otherwise specified in an Individualized
Education Plan (IEP).

 
S2) No fifth grade student will be promoted to the sixth

grade if the student does not achieve grade level on the 
Georgia   state assessment or   alternative   assessment
Sreading in  mathematics and meet promotion standards and
criteria established in this policy, unless otherwise specified
in an Individualized Education Plan (IEP).

 
S3) In the event that State or Federal statutes/rules waive the 

requirement of Reading proficiency for 3rd and 5th grade 
students and Math proficiency for 5th grade students based on
a state assessment, this policy will also be waived for the 
duration of the State waiver.

 
S4) The school principal/designee may retain a student who

does not meet promotion standards and criteria established
in this policy.

 
S5) A student who is absent or otherwise unable to take the 

Georgia state assessment in reading and/or mathematics
on the  first  administration or its  designated make-up
day(s) will take the Georgia state assessment in reading
and/or mathematics on the second administration day(s) or 
an alternative assessment instrument that is appropriate
for the student’s grade level as provided for by the State
Board of Education and the School District. Placement or 
promotion of these  students will  follow the same 
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procedures as students who do not achieve grade level on the
first administration of the assessment.

 
S6) A student’s failure to take the Georgia state assessment in 

grade three or five in reading and/or mathematics on any of 
the designated testing date(s), or an alternative assessment
instrument that is appropriate for the student’s grade level
as provided for by the State Board of Education and the
School District will result in the student being retained. The 
option of the parent or guardian or teacher(s) to appeal the 
decision to retain the student will follow the procedure set
forth in this rule.

 
S7) For students receiving special education, the Individualized

Education Program (IEP) Committee will serve as the
placement committee.

SC. Summer School
1. SThe summer school program provides accelerated, differentiated, or 

additional instruction in reading and mathematics.

2. SPursuant to State Board of Education administrative rules, and as funds are 
appropriated by the Georgia General Assembly, the opportunity to 
participate in the summer school program will be available to students who:

 
Sa. Failed one or more academic subjects (language arts, 

reading, mathematics, science or social studies); or,
 

Sb. Were retained in their current grade or,
 
Sc. Scored in the below grade level range of the Georgia 

state assessment or alternative assessment instrument in the
absence of Georgia state assessment.

 
S3. Summer school records will be sent to the sending school at the conclusion

of the summer school program. The teachers and principal/designee of the 
sending school will review the student’s records to determine appropriate
grade placement within limitations of School Board Policy, Georgia Board 
of Education Rules 160-4-2-.11and 160-3-1-.07 and Georgia Statutes. 
Eligibility for competitive interscholastic activities as defined in the 
Georgia Board of Education Rule 160-5-1-.19 cannot be met during summer
school.

 
S4. Extended School Year (ESY) services wi l l  be offered to eligible special

education students.
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S = Satisfactory
N = Needs Improvement
U = Unsatisfactory

SIV. MIDDLE SCHOOL PUPIL PROGRESSION 

A . Reporting

1. SReport Cards

a. SReport cards are issued at the end of every nine weeks of school and
cover a period of approximately 45 school days. Such reports will 
be distributed to students for delivery to their parents/guardians
according to the School District calendar. If a student withdraws 
and does not qualify for a report card under this provision, he/she 
will be issued a withdrawal form listing current grades in each 
subject area.

 

b. SParents/Guardians of students in sixth through eighth grades will 
have access to students’ current grades, including individual 
assignment grades and class averages, throughout the grading 
term through the School District’s online learning management 
system.  

 
c. SStudent attendance for the grading period will be recorded on

the report card.

d. SConferences will be  scheduled  at  the  request of the  teacher
or parent. Parents/guardians will be notified by the teacher
and through report cards of the right to request and participate in 
at least two conferences annually.

 

S2. Grading System – Grades Six, Seven and Eight
 

SThe grading system used in the sixth, seventh and eighth grades will 
utilize numerical grades for progress reporting. 

 

SAcademic Grades
 

SA S= S90-100
SB S= S80- 89
SC S= S71- 79
SD S= S70
SF S= SBelow 70

SA minimum passing score of 70 is required for all courses.

SConduct
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SB. Promotion, Placement and Retention
 

SMiddle school students will be promoted, placed or retained dependent upon their
ability to meet the student performance standards and core curriculum
competencies of the School District and State Board of Education Rules 160-4-2-
11, Promotion, Placement, and Retention and 160-3-1-.07, Testing Programs-
Student Assessment, and State Statutes. Middle school students will not be retained
unless there has been a referral to the Response To Intervention (RTI), Tier III
or Individualized Education Program (IEP) Committee with sufficient timeliness
to assure that appropriate interventions and accommodations to secure the student’s
success have been attempted and documented.

 
S1. When determining the placement of students, which must include review

by the Response To Intervention (RTI) Committee, academic performance
based on mastery in language arts, reading and mathematics, passing science
or social studies and passing one additional course during each year for
grades six, seven and eight will be considered as well as the level of social 
and emotional development.

 
 

S2. Special Education Students
 

Sa. The Individualized Education Program (IEP) Committee, which 
includes the principal/designee, will determine grade placement for
students with disabilities whose promotion is in question.

 
Sb. The IEP Committee will determine and record on the Individualized

Education Program (IEP) the appropriate level of student 
performance standards and type of diploma the student will work
toward.

 
S3. The principal/designee will have the final authority for appropriate grade 

placement of grade 6 and 7 students. The principal/designee will be included
in the placement committee for students in grade 8, within the limitations of
School Board Policy, Georgia Board of Education Rules 160-
S4-2 .11 and 160-3-1-.07 and Georgia Statutes.
SEnglish Learners (EL) who have been enrolled in the ESOL program for
two years  or less will not be retained solely due  to lack of English
Proficiency.

 
SA middle school student whose accelerated academic needs cannot be met at
the  middle  school level, as determined by the middle school 
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principal/designee, high school principal/designee and Assistant 
Superintendent, Educational Programs, may be permitted to attend a high
school for the necessary course. Middle school students will not attend a
high school for a course when  that course is available at the middle 
school level or when the course sought at the high school level requires
successful completion of the middle school curriculum. Transportation to 
a high school for coursework must be provided by the parents/guardians.

 
S4. Requirements For Grade Eight.

 
SPromotion of a student will be determined as follows.

 
1) SNo eighth grade student will be promoted to the ninth

grade if the student does not achieve grade level on the Georgia 
state assessment or alternative  assessment instruments in the
absence of Georgia state assessment in reading and mathematics
and meet promotion standards and criteria established in this
policy.

S2.)   A student who  is  absent or otherwise unable to  take  the 
Georgia state assessment in reading and/or mathematics on
the first administration or its designated make-up day(s)
Swill take the reading and/or mathematics on the second 
administration  day(s) or an alternative assessment instrument
that is appropriate for the student’s grade level as provided
for by the State Board of Education and the  local Board 
of Education.

 
SPlacement or promotion of these students will follow the 
same procedures as students who do not achieve grade level
on the first administration of the assessment.

 
S3.)   A student’s failure to take the Georgia state assessment in 

grade eight in reading and/or mathematics on any of the 
designated testing date(s) or an alternative assessment
instrument that is appropriate for the student’s grade level
as provided for by the  State Board of Education and the 
School District will result in the student being retained.  The 
option of the parent or guardian or teacher(s) to appeal the 
decision to retain the student will follow the procedure set forth
in this rule.

 
S4.)  For students receiving special education services, the IEP 

Committee will serve as the placement committee.
SC. Summer School
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S1. The summer school program provides remediation in language arts,
reading, mathematics, science and social studies.

 
S2. Pursuant to Georgia Board of Education administrative rules, and as funds 

are appropriated by the Georgia General Assembly, the opportunity
to participate in the summer school program will be available to students
who:

 
Sa. Failed one or more academic subjects (language arts, reading,

mathematics, science or social studies); or,
 

Sb. Were retained in their current grade; or,
 

Sc. Scored in the below grade level range of the Georgia state
assessment in reading and/or mathematics.

 
S3. Summer school records will be sent to the sending school at the conclusion

of the summer school program. The teachers and principal/designee of the 
sending school will review the student’s records to determine appropriate
grade placement. Eligibility for competitive interscholastic activities as 
defined in the Georgia Board of Education Rule 160-5-1-.19 cannot be met
during summer school.

 

S4. Extended School Year (ESY) services will be offered to special education
students who are eligible.

 
SV. HIGH SCHOOL PUPIL PROGRESSION 

A. Reporting

S1. Report Cards
 

Sa. Report cards are issued at the end of each semester of school and
cover a period of approximately 90 school days. Such reports will be 
distributed to the students for delivery to their parents/guardians on
the fifth school day following the end of the grading period except
for the final report, which will be mailed to the parent.

 
Sb. Parents/Guardians of students in ninth through twelfth grades will 

have access to students’ current grades, including individual 
assignment grades and class averages, throughout the grading term 
through the School District’s online learning management system.  

 
Sc. Student attendance for each class will be recorded on the report

card.
 

Sd. Conferences will be  scheduled  at  the  request of the  teacher or 
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parent/guardian. Parents/guardians will be notified by the teacher
and through report cards of the right to request and participate in at
least two conferences annually.

 
S2. Grading System

Sa. High schools will utilize numerical grades for progress reporting.
Should letter grades be needed [to calculate certain Grade   Point  
Averages GPAs, parental  reference, weighted Numeric Grade
Average (NGA), etc.] the equivalent numerical grades are as
follows:

 
 
 
 

 
SA=90-100  

SB=80-89    
SC=71-79    
SD=70
SF=Below 70

   

Sb. The weighted NGA summarizes each student’s academic 
performance in high school. 

 

Sc For the purposes of considering quality points when
determining weighted NGA:
S• Honors Courses, Five points
S• Advanced Placement (AP) Courses, 10 points
S• Dual Enrollment Courses:

S1. 10 points, whenever the college course taken is equivalent 
to an AP high school course for which the student has not 
already  taken and received quality  points, as
recommended and approved by the Chief Academic
Officer.

S2. A waiver for consideration of quality points (5 or 10) may
be submitted to the Office of Curriculum and Instruction
for Dual Enrollment Courses taken by students which
meet the following criteria:

S• Demonstrates rigor;
S• Serves as a replacement for an on-campus course 

receiving quality points; or,
S• Exceeds the highest instructional level course available

at the local high school.
 

Sd. An incomplete (I) is given as an opportunity for students to make
up incomplete class work. Class work will be made up 14 school
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days after the close of the grading period. If the work remains 
incomplete at the end of this period, the “I” will revert to a failing
grade. The principal/designee has the discretion, upon request, to 
extend the deadline.

 
SB. Grade Adjustment

 
S1. The principal/designee is responsible for the supervision and maintenance

of student records. The principal/designee assumes the responsibility for 
adjusting a student’s grades or credits when the necessity arises, consistent
with the following reasons:

 
 

Sa. Erroneously computed or recorded grades.
 

Sb. Conversion of grades from other schools into the School District’s
Sgrading system.

 
Sc. Averaging or grades earned by students who may be:

 

 
S• Temporarily enrolled in another school in the United States

or abroad, or
S• Enrolled in a special program (homebound instruction, out-

of-district placement, tutorial programs, make-up work, and
so on).

 
 

Sd. Summer school grades: The original grade assigned and the summer
school grade earned will appear on the student transcript. Both the 
original grade and summer school grade are used in computing class
rank.

 

 
Se. Averaging grades earned by students who transfer to the high school

from other schools during the course of the year with grades earned
at the high school. Transfer grades received during the school year
should be sent to individual teachers or department heads to be 
incorporated into the final average.

 
Sf. Granting credits earned in other high schools in subjects not offered

in our curriculum.
 

Sg. Any other good and sufficient cause except that no grades may be 
adjusted to facilitate athletic eligibility.

 
 

S2. In the above cases, as well as in any other case not delineated herein, the
principal/designee will, when possible, consult with appropriate teachers in 
whose class the student is enrolled, officials of the sending schools, and
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persons in charge of special instruction.
 

S3. The principal will refer unresolved grade disputes between the principal
and a teacher to the school’s Grade Review Advisory Committee. The 
Superintendent will establish guidelines to insure consistent and timely
implementation of the responsibilities of each school’s Grade Review
Advisory Committee. Reference GA. Code 20-2-989.20 and School 
District Guidelines for the Grade Review Advisory Committee.

 
SC. Promotion, Placement and Retention

 
S1. Parents/guardians will be notified at the end of the school year when a

student is not considered “on-track” for graduation. Refer to current 
guidelines for determination of “on track” status.

 
S2. Students will be assisted in meeting these requirements through accelerated

instruction, differentiated instruction or additional instruction and other
opportunities which may include but are not limited to:

 
Sa. Summer school attendance
b. Special counseling
Sc. Volunteer and/or peer tutors
Sd. School sponsored help sessions 
e. Study skill classes
Sf. Polaris Evening School
Sg. Approved online courses

 
 

S3. Special Education Students
 

Sa. The Individualized Education Program (IEP) Committee will
determine and record on the IEP the type of diploma the student
will work toward.

 
Sb. The IEP Committee has the discretion to determine that the student

be permitted additional time or less time to complete a course. All
decisions regarding this time modification must be specified on the 
student’s IEP.

 
Sc. An alternative report card will be used for students with disabilities 

whose progress cannot be appropriately reported using the standard
report card.

 
S4. End of Course Testing

 
STo earn credit for a course requiring an EOC test, a student transferring a 
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course from a non-accredited program must take and pass the corresponding
EOC test.

 
S5. Semester/Final Examinations

 
SSemester and final examinations will be scheduled and administered in 
accordance with district procedures, rules and regulations. The End of 
Course Test, where required, serves as the final exam.

 
 

S6. Online Courses
 

SStudents must receive approval prior to enrolling in any online course. Their
school counselor must review the appropriateness for the student’s
program of study. Additionally, the Office of Curriculum and Instruction 
must approve the course content.

 
SD. Summer School

 
S1. A high school student may earn one-half credit for successful completion

of a 60-hour summer school course.
 

S2. A high school student may take up to two classes during the summer
session.

 
SE. Graduation Requirements

 
S1. School Board Policy IHF addresses graduation requirements.

 
 

S2. High School students transferring into the School District high schools will 
be subject to the graduation requirements for the grade level into which
they enter (i.e., a student transferring from outside the district in the 
eleventh grade will fall under the same requirements as all other eleventh 
graders).

 
 
 

SLAST REVISED: July 21, 2016
SREVISED:             July 19, 2018
UREVISED: July 18, 2019

 
Cherokee County Board of Education
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I. TERMINOLOGY AND DEFINITIONS 
 
Additional Instruction – academic instruction beyond regularly scheduled academic classes 
that is designed to bring students not performing on grade level to grade level 
performance.  It may include more instructional time allocated during the school day, 
instruction before and after the school day, Saturday instruction, and/or summer 
instruction or other forms of instruction beyond the school day. 
 
Differentiated Instruction – instructional strategies designed to meet individual student 
learning needs. 
 
Grade Level – standard of performance, based on competency of student performance 
standards. 
 
Placement – the assignment of a student to a specific grade level based on the 
determination that such placement will most likely provide the student with instruction and 
other services needed to succeed and progress to the next higher level of academic 
achievement. 
 
Placement Committee – the committee established by the local school principal/designee 
to make placement decisions concerning a student who does not meet expectations on the 
Georgia State Assessment or alternative assessment instrument in the absence of Georgia 
State Assessment. This committee will be comprised of the principal/designee, the 
student’s parent or guardian, and the teacher(s) in the content area(s) in which the 
student did not achieve grade level on the Georgia state assessment. 
 
Promotion – the assignment of a student to a higher-grade level based on the 
student’s achievement of established criteria in the current grade. 
 
Retention – the re-assignment of a student to the current grade level during the next 
school year. 
 
II. ASSESSMENT OF GEORGIA STANDARDS OF EXCELLENCE (GSE) AND CORE  
 CURRICULAR COMPENTICIES 
 
A comprehensive system will be planned, developed and implemented to measure and verify 
proficiency of GSE and core curricular competencies, based on documented demonstrations 
of mastery.  Such verification will consist of, but not be limited to, the following: 
 

A. Elementary School Middle School 
 

1. Georgia Kindergarten Inventory of Developing Skills (GKIDS U2.0U) 
2. Georgia Milestones End of Grade Assessments 
3. ACCESS 2.0 for English Learner students 
4. Other Approved Measures (e.g., prescribed reading and mathematics mastery 
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tests, teacher-made tests, portfolio assessments, and universal screening 
assessments (i.e. i-Ready Math and easyCBM Reading assessments)) 

 
B. Middle School 

 
1. Georgia Milestones End of Grade and End of Course Assessments 
2. ACCESS 2.0 for English Learner students 
3. Other Approved Measures (e.g., prescribed reading and mathematics mastery 

tests, teacher-made tests, portfolio assessments, and universal screening 
assessments (i.e. i-Ready Math and easyCBM Reading assessments)) 
 

C. High School 
 

1. Georgia Milestones End of Course Assessments 
2. ACCESS 2.0 for English Learner students 
3. Other Approved Measures (e.g., prescribed reading and mathematics mastery 

tests, teacher-made tests and portfolio assessments). 
 

III. REPORTING OF GRADES 
 
The reporting of student progress to parents will follow School District procedures and 
will be in accordance with Georgia law, Georgia Board of Education rules, and School Board 
policies, rules and regulations. 
 

A. Report Cards 
 

1. Report cards are issued in kindergarten through eighth grades at the end of 
every nine weeks of school and cover a period of approximately 45 school 
days. Such reports will be distributed to students for delivery to their 
parents/guardians according to the School District calendar.  If a student 
withdraws and does not qualify for a report card under this provision, he/she 
will be issued a withdrawal form listing current grades in each subject area. 

2. Report cards are issued in ninth through twelfth grades at the end of each 
semester of school and cover a period of approximately 90 school days.  
Such reports will be distributed to the students for delivery to their 
parents/guardians on the fifth school day following the end of the grading 
period except for the final report, which will be mailed to the parent. 

3. Parents/Guardians of students in third through twelfth grades will have access 
to students’ current grades, including individual assignment grades and class 
averages, throughout the grading term through the School District’s online 
learning management system.  

4. Student attendance for the grading period will be recorded on the report 
card. 

5. Elementary report cards will be signed by the parent/legal guardian and 
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returned to the teacher. 
6. For some special education students, alternative report cards are used to 

report progress made on Individualized Education Program (IEP) goals and 
objectives. Some students will receive the regular education report card to 
report progress made in other subject areas. 

7. Conferences will be scheduled at the request of the teacher or parent.  
Parents/guardians will be notified by the teacher and through report cards of 
the right to request and participate in conferences. 
 

B. Grading System - Kindergarten 
 

It is required that kindergarten student performance be evaluated and reported based 
on mastery of standards in language arts, mathematics, science, social studies, 
approaches to learning, personal and social development and motor skills.  Following 
are the symbols used to describe evidence of mastery: 
 

Academic Skills Code: 
 

Not Yet Assessed 
Not Yet Demonstrated 
Beginning 
Emerging 
Developing 
Demonstrating 
Exceeding 

 
 

C. Grading System - Grades One and Two 
 
1. Grade one and grade two student performance is evaluated and reported 

based on mastery of standards in academic courses using the following 
symbols: 

 
3 = Consistently Meets or Exceeds Standard 

   2 = Approaching Standard 
1 = Below Grade-Level Standard 

 
2. Class participation and conduct grading in music, art, and physical 

education will be assessed and reported using the following symbols: 

3 = Satisfactory 
2 = Needs Improvement 
1 = Unsatisfactory 
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3. Behaviors that support school success will be assessed and reported using 
the following symbols: 

3 = Consistently Demonstrates 
2 = Developing 
1 = Area of Concern 

 
D. Grading System - Grades Three through Five 

 
1. In reporting student performance in grades three through five, schools will 

utilize numerical grades for progress reporting in the areas of language 
arts, mathematics, science, social studies and Accelerated Intellectual 
Movement (AIM-Gifted Resource Enrichment).  The following grading 
scale, correlated to letter grades, is shown below:  
 

A = 90-100 
B = 80- 89 
C = 71- 79 
D = 70 
F = Below 70 

 
2. Progress in music, art, physical education and general conduct will be 

assessed and reported using the following symbols: 
 

S = Satisfactory 
N = Needs Improvement 
U = Unsatisfactory 

 
 

E. Grading System – Grades Sixth through Eighth 
 

1. In reporting student performance in grades sixth through eighth, schools 
will utilize numerical grades for progress reporting for all courses.  The 
following grading scale, correlated to letter grades, is shown below:  

 
A = 90-100 
B = 80- 89 
C S= 71- 79 
D S= 70 
F = Below 70 
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2. Conduct will be assessed and reported using the following symbols: 

 
S = Satisfactory 
N = Needs Improvement 
U = Unsatisfactory 

 
 

F. Grading System – Grades Ninth through Twelfth 
 

1. In reporting student performance in grades ninth through twelfth, schools 
will utilize numerical grades for progress reporting for courses.  Should 
letter grades be needed [to calculate certain Grade Point Averages (GPAs), 
parental   reference, weighted Numeric Grade Average (NGA), etc.] the 
equivalent numerical grades wil l  be uti l ized.   The following grading 
scale, correlated to letter grades, is shown below: 
 

A = 90-100 
B = 80- 89 
C S= 71- 79 
D S= 70 
F = Below 70 

 
2. The weighted NGA summarizes each student’s academic performance in 

high school.  
3. For the purposes of considering quality points when determining weighted 

NGA: 
I. Honors Courses, Five points 

II. Advanced Placement (AP) Courses, 10 points 
III. Dual Enrollment Courses:   

i. 10 points, whenever the college course taken is equivalent 
to an AP high school course for which the student has not 
already taken and received quality points, as recommended 
and approved by the Chief Academic Officer. 

ii. A waiver for consideration of quality points (5 or 10) may 
be submitted to the Office of Curriculum and Instruction for 
Dual Enrollment Courses taken by students which meet the 
following criteria:  

1. Demonstrates rigor;  
2. Serves as a replacement for an o n-campus course 

receiving quality points; or,  
3. Exceeds the highest instructional level course 

available at the local high school. 
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4. An incomplete (I) is given as an opportunity for students to make up 
incomplete class work.  Class work will be made up 14 school days after 
the close of the grading period.  If the work remains incomplete at the 
end of this period, the “I” will revert to a failing grade.  The 
principal/designee has the discretion, upon request, to extend the 
deadline. 

5. Grade Adjustment:   
I. The principal/designee is responsible for the supervision and 

maintenance of student records. The principal/designee assumes 
the responsibility for adjusting a student’s grades or credits when 
the necessity arises, consistent with the following reasons: 

i.   Erroneously computed or recorded grades. 
ii.   Conversion of grades from other schools into the School 

District’s grading system. 
iii.   Averaging or grades earned by students who may be: 

1. Temporarily enrolled in another school in the 
United States or abroad, or 

2. Enrolled in a special program (homebound 
instruction, out- of-district placement, tutorial 
programs, make-up work, and so on). 

iv.  Summer school grades:  The original grade assigned, and the 
summer school grade earned, will appear on the student 
transcript. Both the original grade and summer school 
grade are used in computing class rank. 

v.  Averaging grades earned by students who transfer to the 
high school from other schools during the course of the 
year with grades earned at the high school. Transfer 
grades received during the school year should be sent to 
individual teachers or department heads to be 
incorporated into the final average. 

vi.  Granting credits earned in other high schools in subjects 
not offered in our curriculum. 

vii.  Any other good and sufficient cause except that no grades 
may be adjusted to facilitate athletic eligibility. 

II. In the above cases, as well as in any other case not delineated 
herein, the principal/designee will, when possible, consult with 
appropriate teachers in whose class the student is enrolled, 
officials of the sending schools, and persons in charge of special 
instruction. 

III. The principal will refer unresolved grade disputes between 
the principal and a teacher to the school’s Grade Review 
Advisory Committee. The Superintendent will establish 
guidelines to insure consistent and timely implementation of the 
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responsibilities of each school’s Grade Review Advisory 
Committee.   Reference   GA.  Code 20-2-989.20   and   School 
District Guidelines for the Grade Review Advisory Committee. 

 
IV. PROMOTION, PLACEMENT AND RETENTION 
 

A. General Guidelines for Kindergarten through Eighth Grades 
 

1. Students in kindergarten through eighth grade will be promoted, placed 
or retained dependent upon their ability to meet the student 
performance standards and core curricular competencies of the School 
District and State Board of Education Rules 160-4-2-.11, Promotion, 
Placement, and Retention and 160-3-1-.07, Testing Programs-Student    
Assessment, and   State   law. 

2. The principal/designee will have the final authority for appropriate grade 
placement of students in kindergarten and grades 1, 2, 4, 6 and 7. The 
principal/designee will be included in the placement committee for 
students in grades 3, 5 and 8 within the limitations of School Board Policy, 
Georgia Board of Education Rules 160-4-2 .11 and 160-3-1-.07 and 
Georgia law. 

3. General education students in kindergarten through eighth grade will not 
be retained unless there has been a referral to the Response to 
Intervention (RTI) Tier III with sufficient timelines to assure that 
appropriate interventions to secure student success have been attempted 
and documented. 

4. For special education students in kindergarten through eighth grade, the 
Individualized Education Program (IEP) Committee, including the 
principal/designee and Special Education Facilitator, will determine grade 
placement.  Considerations made by the IEP Committee will include, but 
not limited to: 

I. Reviewing documentation of attempted appropriate interventions 
and accommodations for a sufficient amount of time to secure 
student success and/or improved student performance; 

II. Reviewing the present levels of academic achievement and 
functional performance; 

III. Reviewing the progress on current IEP goals and objectives. 
IV. Additionally, for special education students in grades sixth through 

eighth, the IEP Committee will also determine and document in the 
student’s Individualized Education Program (IEP) the appropriate 
level of student performance standards and type of diploma the 
student will work toward. 

5. English Learners (EL) who have been enrolled in the ESOL program for 
two years or less may not be retained solely due to lack of English 
proficiency. 
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6. When determining the placement of students, academic performance 
based on mastery of standards with emphasis on proficiency in core 
subject areas and the student’s level of social and emotional development 
will be considered. 

7. Work completed under private instruction will not be accepted by 
the School District except in accordance with Georgia Board of Education 
administrative rules. 

8. The principal/designee will establish or convene a RTI or IEP Committee 
meeting to address potential interventions and/or accommodations for 
any third through eighth grade student placed into a subsequent grade 
level for the next school year although the student did not achieve at 
grade level on reading and/or mathematics sections of the Georgia state 
assessment or  alternative assessment instruments in the absence of 
Georgia  state assessment. 

9. Students in grades sixth through eighth whose accelerated academic 
needs cannot be met at the middle school level, as determined by the 
middle school principal/designee, high school principal/designee and 
Chief Academic Officer, may be permitted to attend a high school for the 
necessary course.  Middle school students will not attend a high school 
for a course when that course is available at the middle school level or 
when the course sought at the high school level requires successful 
completion of the middle school curriculum.  Transportation to a high 
school for coursework must be provided by the parents/guardians. 
 

B. Specific Requirements for Grades Three, Five and Eighth 
 

1. Students will be tested in accordance with requirements specified in State 
Board Rule 160-3-1-.07 Testing Programs – Student Assessment. 

2. Promotion of a student will be determined as follows: 
I. No third grade student will be promoted to the fourth grade if the 

student does not achieve grade level on the Georgia state 
assessment or alternative assessment instruments in the absence 
of Georgia state assessment in reading, unless otherwise specified 
in an Individualized Education Plan (IEP). 

II. No fifth grade or eighth grade student will be promoted to the sixth 
or ninth grade if the student does not achieve grade level on the 
Georgia state assessment or alternative assessment in reading 
and/or mathematics and meet promotion standards and criteria 
established in this policy, unless otherwise specified in an 
Individualized Education Plan (IEP). 

III. In the event that State and/or Federal statutes/rules waive the 
requirement of Reading proficiency for 3P

rd
P, 5P

th
P and 8P

th
P grade 

students and/or mathematics proficiency for 5P
th

P and 8P
th

P grade 
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students on a state assessment, this guideline will also be waived for 
the duration of the State waiver. 

IV. A student  who  is  absent  or otherwise unable to  take  the Georgia 
state assessment in reading and/or mathematics on the first  
administration  or  its  designated make-up day(s) will take the 
reading  and/or mathematics on the second administration day(s) or 
an alternative assessment instrument that  is appropriate for the 
student’s grade level as provided for by the State Board of 
Education and  the   local  Board of Education.  Placement or 
promotion of these students will follow the same procedures as 
students who do not achieve grade level on the first administration 
of the assessment. 

V. A student’s failure to take the Georgia state assessment in grade 
three, five or eighth in reading and/or mathematics on any of the 
designated testing date(s), or an alternative assessment instrument 
that is appropriate for the student’s grade level as provided for by 
the State Board of Education and the School District, will result in 
the student being retained. The option of the parent or guardian or 
teacher(s) to appeal the decision to retain the student will follow the 
procedure set forth in this rule. 

VI. The school principal/designee will annually notify parents or 
guardians that placement or promotion of a student into a grade, 
class, or program will be based on the academic achievement of 
the student on criterion-referenced assessments and/or other 
criteria established in this policy. 

VII. For students receiving special education services, the IEP 
Committee, including the Special Education Facilitator, will serve as 
the placement committee. 

VIII. The school principal/designee may retain a student who does not 
meet promotion standards and criteria established in this policy. 

 
C. General Guidelines for Grades Ninth through Twelfth 

 
1. Parents/guardians will be notified at the end of the school year when 

a student is not considered “on-track” for graduation. Refer to current 
guidelines for determination of “on track” status. 

2. To earn credit for a course requiring an EOC test, a student transferring a 
course from a non-accredited program must take and pass the 
corresponding EOC test.  Students who are impacted by not receiving 
credit in CCSD for previously awarded course work from a non-accredited 
program may enroll in the District’s Summer School program to earn credits 
as a part of Graduation Requirements. 

3. Semester and final examinations will be scheduled and administered in 
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accordance with district procedures, rules and regulations. The End of 
Course Test, where required, serves as the final exam. 

4. Students must receive approval prior to enrolling in any online course. 
Their school counselor must review the appropriateness for the student’s 
program of study. Additionally, the Office of Curriculum and Instruction 
must approve the course content. 

5. Students will be assisted in meeting these requirements through 
accelerated instruction, differentiated instruction or additional instruction 
and other opportunities which may include but are not limited to: 

I. Summer school attendance 
II. Special counseling 

III. Volunteer and/or peer tutors 
IV. School sponsored help sessions 
V. Study skill classes 

VI. Polaris Evening School 
VII. Approved online courses 

6. Special Education Students: 
I. The Individualized Education Program (IEP) Committee, including 

the school’s Special Education Facilitator, will determine and record 
on the IEP the type of diploma the student will work toward. 

II. The IEP Committee, including the school’s Special Education 
Facilitator, has the discretion to determine that the student be 
permitted additional time or less time to complete a course. All 
decisions regarding this time modification must be specified on the 
student’s IEP. 
 

D. Graduation Requirements 
 

1. School Board Policy IHF addresses graduation requirements. 
2. High School students transferring into the School District high schools will 

be subject to the graduation requirements for the grade level into which 
they enter (i.e., a student transferring from outside the district in the 
eleventh grade will fall under the same requirements as all other eleventh 
graders). 
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