Agenda Request Form
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Meeting Date Agenda Item Number

May 16, 2019 A-12

Title

Recognition of Clark Creek Elementary School STEM Academy for Earning AdvancED STEM
Certification

Requested Action

School Board Recognition of Clark Creek Elementary School STEM Academy for Earning AdvancED
STEM Certification

Summary Explanation and Background

Clark Creek Elementary School STEM Academy this month became the first school in the Cherokee
County School District - and only the 183rd in the world - to earn STEM certification from AdvanckD,
the international accreditation agency for educational institutions.

To earn AdvancED STEM Certification, schools must demonstrate "qualities and components vital to
creating and sustaining superior, student-centered Pre-K-12 STEM teaching and learning programs, as
well as clear expectations for student outcomes and mastery of 21st-century skills." After numerous
classroom observations and stakeholder interviews, the school was officially certified by the AdvancED
STEM Review Team on May 3.

Clark Creek, since opening as one of CCSD's award-winning STEM Academies in 2012, has earned
statewide recognition for STEM including State STEM Certification (at the time, only the 11th
elementary school in Georgia to do so), Georgia STEM Education Award honors from The Technology
Association of Georgia, and the Program Excellence Award presented by the International Technology
and Engineering Educators Association, and is one of only 138 schools in the world named Microsoft
Showcase Schools for effective instructional technology use.

Major System Priority

Increasing Student Achievement

Financial Impact

N/A
Exhibits: (List)
N/A
Board Action Source of Additional Information
Dr. Brian V. Hightower 770.479.1871
Barbara Jacoby 770.479.1871
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