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 2020-2021  

Derry Township School District
 

July 2020 
# of Days: Elem-0   Sec-0   Staff-0 

Su M T W Th F Sa 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

 

August 2020 
# of Days: Elem-6   Sec-6  Staff-9/15 

Su M T W Th F Sa 

         1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

 

September 2020 
# of Days: Elem-19 Sec-19  Staff-19 

Su M T W Th F Sa 

   1  2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

 

October 2020 
# of Days: Elem-21   Sec-21  Staff-22 

Su M T W Th F Sa 

     1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

 

November 2020 
# of Days: Elem-16 Sec-18  Staff-18 

Su M T W Th F Sa 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      
 
 

December 2020 
# of Days: Elem-17  Sec-17  Staff-17 

Su M T W Th F Sa 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Weekend/Summer Recess 
Significant Date/Event  

 Early Dismissal for Students 

 No School, Students 

 No School, Students & Staff 

 2 hour late start 

 State Testing Window 

 
 
 
August 
11-13 - Orientation/Induction 
17-19 – In-Service 
19 – Bridge Day (6th and 9th Grade 
Students Only) 
24 – First Day for Students 
 
 
 
 
 
September 
4,7– Labor Day Recess 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October   
9 - No School, Students & Staff 
12-No School, Students;                
Staff In-Service/Conference Day 
13 – 2 hour late start 
30 – End of Marking Period 1 
 
 
 
 
November   
13 - 6th Grade Conferences (No 
School for 6th Grade Students); Act 
80 Day 6th Grade Only; End of 1st 
Trimester 
23-24 - Act 80 Day; Elem 
Conferences (No School for K-5 
Students) 
27-29 –Thanksgiving Recess 
30 - 2 hour late start 
  
December  
24-31 Winter Recess 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
1 - Winter Recess 

15 – End of Marking Period 2 
18 – Teacher Workday  

(No School for Students) 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

February 
15-President’s Day 

16 – 2 hour late start 
26 -End of 2nd Trimester 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

March 
11-Act 80 Day; Elementary 

Conferences  
(No School for K-5 Students)  
12 - Act 80 Day; Elementary 
Conferences/6-12 In-service  

(No School for Students) 
15 – No School  

     26 – End of Marking Period 3 
31 – Spring Recess 

 
April 

1-2 – Spring Recess 
5 – Staff In-Service/Trade Day 

(No School for Students) 
6 – 2 hour late start 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 
31-Memorial Day 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
June 

2 - Graduation 
3 - Last day for Students K-11; 

End of Marking Period 4; End of 
3rd Trimester; Early dismissal 

4 – In-Service 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

January 2021  
# of Days: Elem-19  Sec-19  Staff-20 

Su M T W Th F Sa 

        1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       
 

February 2021 
# of Days: Elem-19  Sec-19  Staff-19 

Su M T W Th F Sa 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28       
 

March 2021 
# of Days: Elem-19  Sec-20  Staff-21 

Su M T W Th F Sa 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    
 

April 2021 
# of Days: Elem-19  Sec-19  Staff-20 

Su M T W Th F Sa 

      1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  
 

May 2021 
# of Days: Elem-20  Sec-20  Staff-20 

Su M T W Th F Sa 

          1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      
 

June 2021 
# of Days: Elem- 3  Sec- 3  Staff- 4 

Su M T W Th F Sa 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

26 28 29 30    
 
 
 

Adopted:  
Revised:  

Student and Staff Days 
Total Student Days - Elementary  178 
Total Student Days - Secondary  181 
Total Staff Days         190 
     (New Teachers 193*) 
 
*Includes three new teacher orientation 
days 

 

Makeup Days (In order) 
March 15 
March 31 
April 1 
IF NEEDED Additional Makeup Days for  
K-11 will be added beginning June 4  
 

 

Marking Period End Dates 
Quarter Marking Periods (Sec.) 
First: October 30 (46 Days)  
Second: January 15 (45 Days)  
Third: March 26 (46 Days)  
Fourth: June 3 (44 Days)  

Trimester Periods End Dates (Elem) 
First: November 13 (56 Days)  
Second: February 26 (61 Days)  
Third: June 3 (61 Days)  

 

 

















































































 

Recognized by the U.S. Department of Education as National Blue Ribbon Schools: Hershey High School, Hershey Middle School  

             

To: Board of School Directors 

From: Jeff Smith, HHS Principal 

Re: Proposal to add a club at Hershey High School 

Date: 10/22/2019 

 

On behalf of HHS students Isabella White and Sarah Horn, I would like to present a recommendation to the Derry 

Township Board of School Directors regarding the formation of a student club entitled Helping Women, Period. The 

enclosed proposal submitted outlines and describes the purpose of the club. 

• The club is supported by a faculty advisor, Mrs. Emily Hoover. 

• Based on the proposal, the club supports the vision of Hershey High School. 

• The group does have a desire to handle funds, so a corresponding “student activity account” is requested. With

  board approval, the Helping Women, Period Club would be required to function in compliance with Board

  Policy #618 (Student Activity Funds) regarding the management of their funds. 

• Participation in the Helping Women, Period Club would be open to all HHS students. 

• This program does not entail a Limited Service Contract (LSC) and will therefore not include a stipend/payment

  to the sponsor. 

 

Enclosures:  Proposal for HHS Helping Women, Period Club 





PSBA Webinar: School Start Times and Student Performance  10/31/19 

The Joint State Government Commission established an advisory committee to study the 
issues, benefits and options related to school districts instituting later start times in 
secondary schools. PSBA hosted a webcast intended to help districts consider this issue and 
its impact on students. Glenn Pasewicz, executive director of the commission; Yvoneed 
Llewellyn Hursh, Project Manager; David Hutchinson, PSBA’s appointee to the commission; 
and John Callahan, PSBA Chief Advocacy Officer were all included in the panel discussion 
based on the results of report. 

The full Commission Report can be read here: 
http://jsg.legis.state.pa.us/resources/documents/ftp/publications/2019-10-17%20SSSTweb.PDF 

Importance of sleep: 2/3 adults get optimal sleep but only 1/10 teens  
 20% teens fall asleep in class 
 Poorer grades, impaired memory/concentration, reduced problem-solving abilities 
 Pre-frontal cortex & Amygdala are most sensitive to sleep deprivation 

o Pre-fontal cortex = reasoning, less developed 
o Amygdala = emotions, more developed 

 Sleep problems predict 
o mental health 
o physical health 
o athletic injuries  
o public safety (ages 16-24 have over 50% car crashes) 

 Contributing factors include excessive use of technology, caffeine, biology 
 Early start time vs. Adolescent Biology  

o melatonin released at 11 pm vs. 9 pm for adults 
o wake up time at 6 am is equivalent to an adult wake up time at 4 am  

 
Late Start Times 

 data says teens do NOT stay up later, they get more sleep 
 absenteeism reduced by 25%, graduation rates increase 
 standardized test scores increased 2-3 % points 
 economic benefits 
 decreased car crashes 
 students and families seem happier and are less stressed 

 
Challenges 

 Act 80 requirements, transportation, bus driver shortages, extracurricular activities 
 Don’t assume a flip with elementary students  
 Need community support – educational approach  
 Include sleep health as part of Health Curriculum & promote good sleep hygiene  

 
Look to others who have changed 

http://jsg.legis.state.pa.us/resources/documents/ftp/publications/2019-10-17%20SSSTweb.PDF


 Minnesota, Seattle, California 
 PA schools listed in the report 

 
8:30 am is not a magic number, it is a compromise. Later is better.  
 
Each School District is unique and can apply creative and innovative solutions 
 
 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
Tricia Steiner 
PSBA Delegate 
School Start Time Steering Committee 
 










