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October 13 – PSBA Summary Update 

 

1. If a student tests positive for COVID-19, here’s what schools will do and what 

parents should know 
Districts say they are closely following the Department of Health and Department of 

Education’s guidelines for responding to confirmed COVID-19 cases, contact tracing 

and potentially closing schools. Families can expect phone calls, text messages and 

email alerts if schools close.  PennLive, August 25, 2020  Full story 

 

2. Commentary: COVID-19 aid bill advances, but relief for schools remains far away 

The U.S. House of Representatives may have approved a new coronavirus relief bill 

that would provide tens of billions of dollars for schools — but it doesn't mean 

substantial progress has been made on getting K-12 emergency aid.  

Education Week, October 2, 2020 (Subscription may be required.) Full story 

 

3. National News: Remote learning has been a disaster for many students. But 

some kids have thrived 
Remote learning has been a struggle for teachers and is expected to set back the 

learning gains of a generation of students. But a small number of students have done 

unexpectedly well. In some cases, those students struggled with distractions in the 

classroom during in-person learning. In others, they had social challenges at school: 

They were anxious, easily drawn into conflicts with other students, or embarrassed to 

engage in front of their peers. Hechinger Report, October 3, 2020 Full story 

 

4. How should PA boost student learning during pandemic? Some say vouchers 

are the answer 

Pennsylvania school-choice advocates are pushing hard for a measure that would 

send federal coronavirus relief money directly to families to put towards private school 

tuition, tutoring, or other educational expenses. Two companion bills have quickly risen 

in the education committees in the Republican-controlled House and Senate, with the 

latter debating a proposal this week. WITF, October 6, 2020 Full story 

 

5. Will PSSA and Keystone exams be canceled for the second year in a row? Some 

hope so 
With schools still in upheaval because of the pandemic, Pennsylvania’s education 

department should pursue a waiver to cancel standardized tests for the second year, a 

Chester County lawmaker believes. Philadelphia Inquirer, October 5, 2020 Full story 

 

6. National News: How schools are navigating privacy concerns in COVID-19 

contact tracing 

As plans to reopen schools have ramped up across the country, many districts have 

turned to contact tracing, a system that aims to identify and alert those who may have 

https://psba.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4d60b7fb05ab634363de69ce9&id=4068cea62b&e=6622c47676
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been exposed to students and staff members who have tested positive for COVID-19. 

How that's accomplished varies widely from district to district. And while, overall, 

experts say these efforts are off to a good start, some methods have raised concerns 

about student privacy. Education Dive, October 5, 2020 Full story 

 

7. 'The show must go on:’ North Hills High School holds spring musical drive-in 

style 

For students at North Hills High School, the show must go on. Friday and Saturday 

night, the school’s spring musical “Catch Me If You Can” debuted on a drive-in style 

movie screen at The Block Northway in Ross Township, almost one year after 

production began. KDKA Full story 
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