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Introduction to the Course Catalog 
Purpose 

The purpose of this catalog is to provide students taking high school credit courses with context to make decisions 
about what they want and need to take to graduate. This guide should provide students with answers to some 
questions they may have about which courses they should select. 
 

 

Important Contacts 
Questions About: Contact: 

General advising/ course selection Edgar Encinia  
Edgar.Encinia@yesprep.org  
 
Jovani Olvera  
Jovani.Olvera@yesprep.org  

Taking an AP Course For general questions contact our AP Coordinator, 
Becky Chan. 
 
For questions about a specific course, please contact 
the teacher: 

- AP Environmental: Soinkne Morant 
- AP Biology: Soinkne Morant  
- AP Physics Ricardo Lara  
- AP Psychology: Taylor Weingartner 
- AP History: Christopher Trizna 
- AP English Literature: Chad Bell and Josue 

Westrop  
- AP English Language: Luis Deon  
- AP Calculus: Mack Williams 
- AP Statistics: Ozioma Uwagboi 

 
Taking an Elective Course For questions about a specific course/ program, please 

contact the teacher: 
- Art: Hanna Campbell 
- Music/Band: Chrissy Lucivjansky 
- Technology: Melvin Anderson  
- Theatre: Melanie Gordan  
- Physical Education: George Fields 
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YES Prep Academic Policies  
Graduation Requirements 

YES Prep commits to preparing each student for success in college or university coursework. Therefore, in addition to the 
State of Texas diploma, to earn a YES Prep diploma, there are additional requirements each student must fulfill.  
 
To earn a YES Prep diploma, a student must earn at least 26 credits of high school coursework including the specific course 
requirements and additional requirements listed in the table below.  

Credit 
Requirements 

Specific Course Requirements 

English: 4 Credits • English I 
• English II 
• AP English Literature 
• AP English Language (See ELA for more info.) 

Math: 4 Credits • Algebra I 
• Geometry 
• Algebra II 
• 1 credit from the following: PreCalculus, AP Calculus AB, AP Calculus BC, and/or AP Statistics (See 

Math for more info.) 
Science: 4 Credits • Biology  

• Chemistry 
• Physics or AP Physics 1 
• 1 credit from the following:  AP course (Biology, Physics, Environmental Science, Chemistry) (See 

Science for more info.) 

Social Studies 4 Credits • World Geography OR AP Human Geography 
• World History OR AP World History 
• US History OR AP US History 
• Government (0.5) + Personal Financial Literacy (PFL) and Economics (0.5) OR AP Government (1) 

+ PFL and Economics (0.5) (See Social Studies for more info.) 
Languages Other Than 
English (LOTE): 2 Credits 

Two credits in the same language from the following: 
• Spanish I, II, III, AP Spanish Language and/or AP Spanish Literature. 
• French I, II 
• Mandarin Chinese  I, II, III (See LOTE for more info.) 

P.E. (Elective):  1 Credit One credit total from the following: 
Foundations of Fitness Individual or Team Sports, Group Fitness, Cheerleading, Dance Company, 
Marching Band, and/or Athletics (See Electives for more info.) 

Fine Arts (Elective) 1 
Credit 

One credit from the following: 
• Art I, II, III, IV, AP Art Studio, AP Art History 
• Music I, Music II, Music III, Music IV, AP Music Theory 
• Theater I, II, III, Theatre Production I 
• Dance I, II, III, IV (See Electives for more info.) 

Other Electives: 6 
Credits 

6 ADDITIONAL credits  
• Note: These credits do not include the first P.E. credit and the first Fine Arts credit.  (See Electives 

for more info.)  
• Note: All juniors and seniors must be scheduled in full-year Seminar courses. 

Additional Requirements for a YES Prep High School Diploma:  

• Advanced Placement course requirement (1.0 credits) 

• Assessment requirement (Students must pass 5 STAAR EOCs - Algebra I, Biology, English I, English II, US History) 

• Enrollment and completion of Junior and Senior Seminar  
 
YES Prep may choose to amend any of the additional YES Prep requirements for graduation to meet individual student needs. Requests to 
amend the additional requirements for YES Prep diploma will be considered on a case by case basis and must be approved by the YES Prep 
board of directors. 

  

Endorsements 
Requirements to Earn a Multi-Disciplinary Core Course Sequence Endorsement 
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The minimum requirements for earning a YES Prep Diploma are aligned with earning this endorsement. Students who have 

met the minimum requirements for a YES Prep Diploma have also earned this endorsement.  

Credit Requirements Specific Course Requirements 
English: 4 Credits • English I 

• English II 
• Intro to Rhetoric and Composition or AP English Literature 
• AP English Language or AP English Literature (if IRC was taken) 

Math: 4 Credits • Algebra I 
• Geometry 
• Algebra II 
• 1 credit from the following: Precalculus, Advanced Quantitative Reasoning, AP Calculus AB, AP 

Calculus BC, and/or AP Statistics  
Science: 4 Credits • Biology 

• Chemistry 
• Physics or AP Physics 1 
• 1 credit from the following: Environmental Systems and/or AP course (Biology, Physics (if they 

took regular Physics), Environmental Science, Chemistry)  
Social Studies 4 Credits • World Geography OR AP Human Geography 

• World History OR AP World History 
• US History OR AP US History 
• Government (0.5) + Personal Financial Literacy (PFL) and Economics (0.5) OR AP Government 

(1) + PFL and Economics (0.5) (See Social Studies for more info.) 
Languages Other Than 
English (LOTE): 2 Credits 

Two credits in the same language from the following: 
• Spanish I, II, III, AP Spanish Language and/or AP Spanish Literature. 
• French I, II 
• Mandarin Chinese  I, II, III  

P.E. (Elective):  1 Credit One credit total from the following: 
Foundations of Fitness Individual or Team Sports, Group Fitness, Cheerleading, Dance Company, 
Marching Band, and/or Athletics  

Fine Arts (Elective) 1 Credit One credit from the following: 
• Art I, II, III, IV, AP Art Studio, AP Art History 
• Music I, Music II, Music III, Music IV, AP Music Theory 
• Theater I, II, III, Theatre Production I 
• Dance I, II, III, IV 

Electives: 6 Credits 6 ADDITIONAL credits  
• Note: These credits do not include the first P.E. credit and the first Fine Arts credit.   
• Note: All juniors and seniors must be scheduled in full-year Seminar courses. 

Additional Requirements for a YES Prep High School Diploma:  

• Advanced Placement course requirement (1.0 credits) 

• Assessment requirement (Students must pass 5 STAAR EOCs - Algebra I, Biology, English I, English II, US History) 

• Enrollment and completion of Junior and Senior Seminar  
 
YES Prep may choose to amend any of the additional YES Prep requirements for graduation to meet individual student needs. Requests to 
amend the additional requirements for YES Prep diploma will be considered on a case by case basis and must be approved by the YES Prep 
Board of Directors. 
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Requirements to Earn an Arts & Humanities Fine Arts Course Sequence Endorsement 

Additional courses required for this endorsement are  highlighted in turquoise. 

Credit Requirements Specific Course Requirements 
English: 4 Credits • English I 

• English II 
• Intro to Rhetoric and Composition or AP English Literature 
• AP English Language or AP English Literature (if IRC was taken)  

Math: 4 Credits • Algebra I 
• Geometry 
• Algebra II 
• 1 credit from the following: Precalculus, Advanced Quantitative Reasoning, AP Calculus AB, AP 

Calculus BC, and/or AP Statistics (See Math for more info.) 
Science: 4 Credits • Biology 

• Chemistry 
• Physics or AP Physics 1 
• 1 credit from the following: Environmental Systems and/or AP course (Biology, Physics (if they 

took regular Physics), Environmental Science, Chemistry)  
Social Studies 4 Credits • World Geography OR AP Human Geography 

• World History OR AP World History 
• US History OR AP US History 
• Government (0.5) + Personal Financial Literacy (PFL) and Economics (0.5) OR AP Government 

(1) + PFL and Economics (0.5) (See Social Studies for more info.) 
Languages Other Than 
English (LOTE): 2 Credits 

Two credits in the same language from the following: 
• Spanish I, II, III, AP Spanish Language and/or AP Spanish Literature. 
• French I, II 
• Mandarin Chinese  I, II, III  

P.E. (Elective):  1 Credit One credit total from the following: 
Foundations of Fitness Individual or Team Sports, Group Fitness, Cheerleading, Dance Company, 
Marching Band, and/or Athletics  

Fine Arts (Elective) 4 
Credits 

One credit from the following: 
• Art I, II, III, IV, AP Art Studio, AP Art History 
• Music I, Music II, Music III, Music IV, AP Music Theory 
• Theater I, II, III, Theatre Production I 
• Dance I, II, III, IV  
**Courses must be in a coherent sequence of four credits by selecting courses in one or two categories 
in Fine Arts (e.g. Art I, Art II, Music I & Music II or Theater I, Theater II, Theater III & Dance I)  

Electives: 6 Credits 6 ADDITIONAL credits  
• Note: These credits do not include the first P.E. credit and the first Fine Arts credit.   
• Note: All juniors and seniors must be scheduled in full-year Seminar courses. 

Additional Requirements for a YES Prep High School Diploma:  

• Advanced Placement course requirement (1.0 credits) 

• Assessment requirement (Students must pass 5 EOCs - Algebra I, Biology, English I, English II, US History) 

• Enrollment and completion of Junior and Senior Seminar  
 
YES Prep may choose to amend any of the additional YES Prep requirements for graduation to meet individual student needs. Requests to 
amend the additional requirements for YES Prep diploma will be considered on a case by case basis and must be approved by the YES Prep 
Board of Directors. 
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Requirements to Earn an Arts & Humanities LOTE Course Sequence Endorsement 

Additional courses required for this endorsement are highlighted in turquoise. 

Credit Requirements Specific Course Requirements 
English: 4 Credits • English I 

• English II 
• AP English Literature 
• AP English Language)  

Math: 4 Credits • Algebra I 
• Geometry 
• Algebra II 
• 1 credit from the following: Precalculus, Advanced Quantitative Reasoning, AP Calculus AB, AP 

Calculus BC, and/or AP Statistics  
Science: 4 Credits • Biology 

• Chemistry 
• Physics 
• 1 credit from the following: Environmental Systems and/or AP course (Biology, Physics (if they 

took regular Physics), Environmental Science, Chemistry)  
Social Studies 4 Credits • World Geography  

• World History  
• AP US History 
• Government (0.5) + Personal Financial Literacy (PFL) and Economics (0.5) OR AP Government 

(1) + PFL and Economics (0.5) (See Social Studies for more info.) 
Languages Other Than 
English (LOTE): 4 Credits 

• Spanish I, II, III, AP Spanish Language and/or AP Spanish Literature. 
** This endorsement can be earned by taking 4 credits all in the same language (e.g. Spanish I, Spanish 
II, Spanish III, AP Spanish Language) or by taking 2 credits each in two different languages (e.g. French 
I, French II, Spanish I, Spanish II)  

P.E. (Elective):  1 Credit One credit total from the following: 
Foundations of Fitness Individual or Team Sports, Group Fitness, Cheerleading, Dance Company, 
Marching Band, and/or Athletics (See Electives for more info.) 

Fine Arts (Elective) 1 Credit One credit from the following: 
• Art I, II, III, IV, AP Art Studio,  
• Music I, Music II, Music III, Music IV,  
• Theater I, II 

Electives: 6 Credits 6 ADDITIONAL credits  
• Note: These credits do not include the first P.E. credit and the first Fine Arts credit.  (See 

Electives for more info.)  
• Note: All juniors and seniors must be scheduled in full-year Seminar courses. 

Additional Requirements for a YES Prep High School Diploma:  

• Advanced Placement course requirement (1.0 credits) 

• Assessment requirement (Students must pass 5 EOCs - Algebra I, Biology, English I, English II, US History) 

• Enrollment and completion of Junior and Senior Seminar  
 
YES Prep may choose to amend any of the additional YES Prep requirements for graduation to meet individual student needs. Requests to 
amend the additional requirements for YES Prep diploma will be considered on a case by case basis and must be approved by the YES Prep 
Board of Directors. 
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Requirements to Earn a Multi-Disciplinary AP Course Sequence Endorsement 

Additional courses required for this endorsement are  highlighted in turquoise. 

Credit Requirements Specific Course Requirements 
English: 4 Credits • English I 

• English II 
• AP English Literature 
• AP English Language  

Math: 4 Credits • Algebra I 
• Geometry 
• Algebra II 
• 1 credit from the following: Precalculus, Advanced Quantitative Reasoning, AP Calculus AB, AP 

Calculus BC, and/or AP Statistics  
Science: 4 Credits • Biology 

• Chemistry 
• Physics or AP Physics 1 
• 1 credit from the following: Environmental Systems and/or AP course (Biology, Physics (if they 

took regular Physics), Environmental Science, Chemistry)  
Social Studies 4 Credits • World Geography  

• World History  
• AP US History 
• Government (0.5) + Personal Financial Literacy (PFL) and Economics (0.5) OR AP Government 

(1) + PFL and Economics (0.5) (See Social Studies for more info.)  
Languages Other Than 
English (LOTE): 2 Credits 

Two credits from the following: 
• Spanish I, II, III, AP Spanish Language and/or AP Spanish Literature.  

P.E. (Elective):  1 Credit One credit total from the following: 
Foundations of Fitness Individual or Team Sports, Group Fitness, Cheerleading, Dance Company, 
Marching Band, and/or Athletics  

Fine Arts (Elective) 1 Credit One credit from the following: 
• Art I, II, III, IV, AP Art Studio,  
• Music I, Music II, Music III, Music IV 
• Theater I, II 

Electives: 6 Credits 6 ADDITIONAL credits  
• Note: These credits do not include the first P.E. credit and the first Fine Arts credit.   
• Note: All juniors and seniors must be scheduled in full-year Seminar courses. 

Additional Requirements for a YES Prep High School Diploma:  

• Advanced Placement course requirement (4.0 credits in ELA, Math, Science, Social Studies, Fine Arts or LOTE) 

• Assessment requirement (Students must pass 5 EOCs - Algebra I, Biology, English I, English II, US History) 

• Enrollment and completion of Junior and Senior Seminar  
 
YES Prep may choose to amend any of the additional YES Prep requirements for graduation to meet individual student needs. Requests to 
amend the additional requirements for YES Prep diploma will be considered on a case by case basis and must be approved by the YES Prep 
Board of Directors. 
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Requirements to Earn a STEM: Math Course Sequence Endorsement 

Additional courses required for this endorsement are highlighted in turquoise. 

Credit Requirements Specific Course Requirements 
English: 4 Credits • English I 

• English II 
• AP English Literature 
• AP English Language  

Math: 5 Credits • Algebra I 
• Geometry 
• Algebra II 
• **2 credits from the following: Precalculus, Advanced Quantitative Reasoning, AP Calculus AB, AP 

Calculus BC, and/or AP Statistics  
Science: 4 Credits • Biology 

• Chemistry 
• Physics or AP Physics 1 
• 1 credit from the following: Environmental Systems and/or AP course (Biology, Physics (if they 

took regular Physics), Environmental Science, Chemistry)  
Social Studies 4 Credits • World Geography  

• World History  
• AP US History 
• Government (0.5) + Personal Financial Literacy (PFL) and Economics (0.5) OR AP Government 

(1) + PFL and Economics (0.5) (See Social Studies for more info.) 
Languages Other Than 
English (LOTE): 2 Credits 

Two credits from the following: 
• Spanish I, II, III, AP Spanish Language and/or AP Spanish Literature.  

P.E. (Elective):  1 Credit One credit total from the following: 
Foundations of Fitness Individual or Team Sports, Group Fitness, Cheerleading, Dance Company, 
Marching Band, and/or Athletics (See Electives for more info.) 

Fine Arts (Elective) 1 Credit One credit from the following: 
• Art I, II, AP Art Studio 
• Music I, Music II, Music III, Music IV 
• Theater I, II 

Electives: 6 Credits 6 ADDITIONAL credits  
• Note: These credits do not include the first P.E. credit and the first Fine Arts credit.  (See 

Electives for more info.)  
• Note: All juniors and seniors must be scheduled in full-year Seminar courses. 

Additional Requirements for a YES Prep High School Diploma:  

• Advanced Placement course requirement (1.0 credits) 

• Assessment requirement (Students must pass 5 EOCs - Algebra I, Biology, English I, English II, US History) 

• Enrollment and completion of Junior and Senior Seminar  
 
YES Prep may choose to amend any of the additional YES Prep requirements for graduation to meet individual student needs. Requests to 
amend the additional requirements for YES Prep diploma will be considered on a case by case basis and must be approved by the YES Prep 
Board of Directors. 
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Requirements to Earn a STEM: Science Course Sequence Endorsement 

Additional courses required for this endorsement are highlighted in turquoise. 

Credit Requirements Specific Course Requirements 
English: 4 Credits • English I 

• English II 
• AP English Literature 
• AP English Language  

Math: 4 Credits • Algebra I 
• Geometry 
• Algebra II 
• 1 credit from the following: Precalculus, Advanced Quantitative Reasoning, AP Calculus AB, AP 

Calculus BC, and/or AP Statistics  
Science: 5 Credits • Biology 

• Chemistry 
• Physics or AP Physics 1 
• 2 credits from the following: Environmental Systems and/or AP course (Biology, Physics (if they 

took regular Physics), Environmental Science, Chemistry)  
Social Studies 4 Credits • World Geography  

• World History  
• US History OR AP US History 
• Government (0.5) + Personal Financial Literacy (PFL) and Economics (0.5) OR AP Government 

(1) + PFL and Economics (0.5) (See Social Studies for more info.) 
Languages Other Than 
English (LOTE): 2 Credits 

Two credits from the following: 
• Spanish I, II, III, AP Spanish Language and/or AP Spanish Literature.  

P.E. (Elective):  1 Credit One credit total from the following: 
Foundations of Fitness Individual or Team Sports, Group Fitness, Cheerleading, Dance Company, 
Marching Band, and/or Athletics  

Fine Arts (Elective) 1 Credit One credit from the following: 
• Art I, II, AP Art Studio,  
• Music I, Music II, Music III, Music IV 
• Theater I, II 

Electives: 6 Credits 6 ADDITIONAL credits  
• Note: These credits do not include the first P.E. credit and the first Fine Arts credit. 
• Note: All juniors and seniors must be scheduled in full-year Seminar courses. 

Additional Requirements for a YES Prep High School Diploma:  
• Advanced Placement course requirement (1.0 credits) 
• Assessment requirement (Students must pass 5 EOCs - Algebra I, Biology, English I, English II, US History) 
• Enrollment and completion of Junior and Senior Seminar  

 
YES Prep may choose to amend any of the additional YES Prep requirements for graduation to meet individual student needs. Requests to 
amend the additional requirements for YES Prep diploma will be considered on a case by case basis and must be approved by the YES Prep 
Board of Directors. 
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Requirements to Earn a STEM: CTE Course Sequence Endorsement 

Additional courses required for this endorsement are highlighted in turquoise. 

Credit 
Requirements 

Specific Course Requirements 

English: 4 Credits • English I 
• English II 
• AP English Literature 
• AP English Language  

Math: 4 Credits • Algebra I 
• Geometry 
• Algebra II 
• 1 credit from the following: Precalculus, AP Calculus AB, AP Calculus BC, and/or AP Statistics  

Science: 4 Credits • Biology 
• Chemistry 
• Physics or AP Physics 1 
• 1 credit from the following: Environmental Systems and/or AP course (Biology, Physics (if they took 

regular Physics), Environmental Science, Chemistry) 
Social Studies 4 
Credits 

• World Geography OR AP Human Geography 
• World History  
• AP US History 
• Government (0.5) + Personal Financial Literacy (PFL) and Economics (0.5) OR AP Government (1) + PFL and 

Economics (0.5) (See Social Studies for more info.) 
Languages Other 
Than English 
(LOTE): 2 Credits 

Two credits in the same language from the following: 
• Spanish I, II, III, AP Spanish Language and/or AP Spanish Literature.  

P.E. (Elective):  1 
Credit 

One credit total from the following: 
Foundations of Fitness Individual or Team Sports, Group Fitness, Cheerleading, Dance Company, Marching 
Band, and/or Athletics  

Fine Arts 
(Elective) 1 
Credit 

One credit from the following: 
• Art I, II, III, IV, AP Art Studio 
• Music I, Music II, Music III, Music IV 
• Theater I, II 

Electives: 6 
Credits 

6 ADDITIONAL credits  
• Note: These credits do not include the first P.E. credit and the first Fine Arts credit.  (See Electives for more 

info.)  
• Note: All juniors and seniors must be scheduled in full-year Seminar courses. 
• 3 elective credits from no more than two of the subcategories listed below. Below are CTE courses currently 

offered at YES. To confirm any additional CTE elective courses for this endorsement, email 
academics@yesprep.org. 

Subchapter C: Arts, Audio/Video 
Technology, and Communications 

Subchapter K: Information 
Technology 

Subchapter O. Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Mathematics 

- Professional Communications 
(YES students should earn .5 
credits in 9th grade) 

- Audio/Video Production I 
- Graphic Design and Illustration I  

- Principles of Information 
Technology (YES students 
should earn .5 credits in 8th 
grade) 

- Digital Media  
- Web Design 

- Fundamentals of Computer Science  
- Advanced Placement (AP) Computer Science 

Principles  
 

 

Additional Requirements for a YES Prep High School Diploma:  

• Advanced Placement course requirement (1.0 credits) 
• Assessment requirement (Students must pass 5 EOCs - Algebra I, Biology, English I, English II, US History) 
• Enrollment and completion of Junior and Senior Seminar  

 

Grading and GPA Information  
 
Grades at YES Prep are given on a number and letter system. Please refer to the table below for 
conversions; grade points are only awarded for courses taken for high school credit only. Some students enroll in 

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/ch130c.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/ch130c.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/ch130k.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/ch130k.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/ch130o.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/ch130o.pdf
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high-school level classes while still in middle school; number grades in these courses will be reported on the 
student’s official transcript.   
 

Number Grade  Letter Grade  Grade Points  
(for credit classes only)  

100-97  A+  4.33  

96-93  A  4  

92-90  A-  3.67  

89-87  B+  3.33  

86-83  B  3  

82-80  B-  2.67  

79-77  C+  2.33  

76-73  C  2  

72-70  C-  1.67  

69 and Below  F  0  

   

YES Prep does not award a grade of “D”. Each assignment, including class work, projects, labs, exam and quizzes, and 
all other graded work, receives either a passing grade, meaning it meets YES Prep standards, or a failing grade, 
meaning it does not meet YES Prep standards.   

  

For AP courses, 1 additional grade point will be added to the grade point scale for any course in which a student 
earns a passing grade. For example, a student who earns a B in an AP class will be awarded 4 grade points.  “College-

Ready” (formerly known as Pre-AP) courses are given a weight of 0.75 extra points.  To qualify for the addition, the 

course must be represented on a student’s official transcript as an AP or “College-Ready” course. A student who 
receives a failing grade in these courses is not entitled to the extra weight.  
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Required Courses by Grade Level 
 

Required Courses for 9th Grade 
You will take the individual course or choose between different courses to fulfill your graduation requirements. 
English Math Science Social Studies 

Electives and 
CTE 

Other 

English I/ Reading 
I 
 
 
 
 
(A and B days) 

Geometry (for 
students who 
earned full credit 
for Algebra in 8th) 
 
(A and B days) 

Biology 
 
 
 
 
 
(A or B day only) 

World Geography 
 
 
 
 
 
(A or B day only) 

Interpersonal 
Studies/ 
Professional 
Communication 
(ISPC)  
 
(A or B day only) 

You will take up to 2 
additional courses 
including a World 
Languages course. 

 

Required Courses for 10th Grade 
You will take the individual course or choose between different courses to fulfill your graduation requirements. 
English Math Science Social Studies Other 
English II/ 
Reading II 
 
 
(A and B days) 

Geometry or 
Algebra II (or 
both) 
 
(A or B day only) 

Chemistry 
 
 
 
(A or B day only) 

World History or 
AP World History 
 
 
(A or B day only) 

You will take up to 3 additional 
courses 
 
  

 

Required Courses for 11th Grade 
You will take the individual course or choose between different courses to fulfill your graduation requirements. 
English Math Science Social Studies Seminar Other 
AP English 
Literature  
 
 
(A and B days) 

Algebra II, 
PreCalculus, AP 
Statistics 
 
 
(A or B day only) 

Physics or  
AP Physics 1 
 
 
 
 
(A or B day only) 

AP US History 
 
 
 
 
(A or B day only) 

Junior Seminar 
 
 
 
 

 
(A or B day only) 

You will take up 
to 2 additional 
courses 

 

Required Courses for 12th Grade 
You will take the individual course or choose between different courses to fulfill your graduation requirements. 
English Math Science Social Studies Seminar Other 
AP English 
Language  
 
 
 
 
 
(A and B days) 

AP Calculus, AP 
Statistics 
 
 
 
 
(A or B day only) 

Environmental 
Systems, AP 
Environmental 
Science, AP Physics 
or AP Biology 
 
(A or B day only) 

Government or AP 
Government 
 
AND PFL and 
Economics 
 
 
(A or B day only) 

Senior Seminar 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(A or B day only) 

You will take up 
to 2 additional 
courses 

 

 

 

YES Prep Course Selection 
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Course Selection Process 

 

Course Selection Timeline 
 

Date/Timeframe Action 
Week before Course Requests (campuses should 
confirm and enter date here) 

Family course request packets are sent home for 
review 

Week before Course Requests (campuses should 
confirm and enter date here) 

Students wishing to take AP courses should reach out 
to AP teachers regarding course requirements and any 
required summer projects (campuses may need to 
adjust action here to align with their AP 
recommendation process). 

The breakdown for course request windows by grade level along with the designated courses for course request 

push-ins can be found in the chart below. 

Window Grade Course 

2/27-3/3 9 ISPC 
2/27-3/3 11 JSEM 

3/21-3/31 8 PIT/Health 
3/21-3/31 10 Chemistry 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Who can I speak with concerning questions about my transcript, graduation plan, or course requests? 

Families will receive a course request 
packet that includes: Course Catalog, 
Copy of student's transcript, course 

recommendations, Skyward one-pagers. 
Current 8th and 9th grade students will 

also receive a copy of their Personal 
Graduation Plan document

Families shoud review 
packet with student to 

prepare for course request 
process

Students wishing to take AP 
courses should reach out to 

AP teachers regarding 
course requirements and 

any required summer 
projects

Students will complete course 
requests in Skyward with 

support from their campus 
College Initiatives Team

The campus Director of College 
Counseling will compare students' 

course requests with students' 
transcripts and confirm students' 

course requets align with students' 
graduation plans

A member from the campus 
College Initiatives Team will reach 

out individually to any students 
whose course requests may need 
adjustments to meet graduation 

plan requirements
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Questions about your transcript, graduation plan, or course requests should be addressed to your campus 
Director of College Counseling. 
 
What is the difference between AP and on-level courses? How do AP courses benefit me in the college 
application process? 
AP courses are classes you can take to help you prepare to sit for AP Exams. You may earn college level credit by 
getting specific scores on your AP Exams. Scores required for college credit vary among colleges/universities, 
but generally you need at least a score of 3 on an AP exam to be considered for college level credit. You can find 
more information about AP courses in the Advanced Placement Information and Options section below.  
 
Are the courses I select during the course request process guaranteed? Are they the exact courses I will be taking 
next year? 
The courses you select during the course request process are not guaranteed to be on your final schedule. The 
course request process is simply a way for us to know which courses you would like to take. Each student’s 
course requests will be compared to your transcripts and graduation plans to ensure the courses requested help 
you make progress toward completing graduation requirements. If you select a course that you do not need or a 
course for which you have already earned credit, someone from your campus College Initiatives Team will meet 
with you to ensure your final schedule meets your graduation requirement needs.  
 
Other factors that may be considered in your final schedule include course offerings, course availability, and the 
priority of graduation requirements compared to elective credits you need. Meeting graduation requirements 
will always take priority over non-required elective courses.  
 
What happens if I am not present for the course request process? 
If you are absent for the course request, your campus Director of College Counseling will try to schedule a 
makeup session. If a makeup session is not available during the course request window, your campus Director of 
College Counseling will select courses for you based on any needs for graduation.  
 
When will final schedules be ready? 
 
Schedules will be finalized a week before schools return to campus.  
 
What if I to request a schedule change after receiving my final schedule? 
Campuses offer a schedule change process in the fall. Your campus Director of College Counseling will provide 
students with an opportunity to submit requests for schedule changes. Remember that request for schedule 
changes are also subject to the same conditions as course requests. This means that ensuring you meet 
graduation requirements will be prioritized over other requests.  
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Advanced Placement Information and Options 
AP Overview 

At YES Prep, we provide opportunities for all students to take Advanced Placement (AP) courses throughout their time in high 

school.  AP courses provide the following benefits: 

 

To learn more about each AP course, visit the section for that course.  You can also explore: Advanced Placement® 

(AP) – The College Board 

 

Key differences between “regular” and AP courses: 

• At the end of each AP course, there is an exam administered at your campus.  You will practice for these 

exams on your Common Assessments.  There are fees for the exams, but YES Prep will pay the exam fees.   

• Opportunity to earn college credit:  qualifying scores on exams earn college credit at most colleges and 

universities across the United States.  

• The content covered in the course may be different.  For example, in AP US History, you’ll cover a longer 

timeline of history than US History, in AP English Literature you’ll study different genres of reading and 

writing than Intro to Rhetoric and Composition.  

• Prerequisites: Some AP courses have prerequisites (courses you need to take first) to make sure you’re 

successful.  For example, to take AP Calculus AB, you first need to pass Precalculus.  To take AP Statistics, 

you first need to pass Algebra II. 

 

 

 

  

https://ap.collegeboard.org/
https://ap.collegeboard.org/
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Here are the AP Courses we offer at YES Prep West  

Note: if “prereq” is mentioned, that is a course prerequisite.  You should already have taken the class mentioned in order to take the AP class.  

If no “prereq” is mentioned, you can take the course in that grade level. 

 9th 10th 11th 12th 

 
English 

  AP English Literature 
AP English Language  

 

   AP English Language 

Mathematics 

  AP Statistics (prereq: Algebra II) 

   AP Calculus AB (prereq: 
PreCalc) 

   AP Calculus BC 
(prereq: PreCalc) 

Science 
  AP Physics 1 
  AP Environmental Science  
 AP Biology 

Social Studies 
    

  AP US History  

   AP US Government 

World 
Languages 

AP Spanish Language (prereq: Spanish III) 

 AP Spanish Literature (prereq: AP Spanish Language) 

Electives and 
CTE 

 AP Art Studio (prereq: Art II) 
 AP Psychology  
 AP Computer Science Principles (suggested prereq: Fundamentals of Computer Science or 

Computer Science I) 
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AP English Courses 
Introduction 

The College Board offers two AP English courses: AP English Literature and Composition and AP English Language 

and Composition.  At YES Prep, all seniors take AP English Language and Composition, but students have a choice 

to take either AP English Literature or Introduction to Rhetoric and Composition, a preparatory course for AP 

English Language, during their junior year.  

AP English Literature and Composition  

Course overview  The AP English Literature and Composition course focuses on reading, analyzing, 
and writing about imaginative literature (fiction, poetry, drama) from various 
periods. Students engage in close reading and critical analysis of imaginative 
literature to deepen their understanding of the ways writers use language to 
provide both meaning and pleasure. As they read, students consider a work’s 
structure, style, and themes, as well as its use of figurative language, imagery, 
and symbolism. Writing assignments include expository, analytical, and 
argumentative essays that require students to analyze and interpret literary 
works. (Source: AP English Literature and Composition Course and Exam 
Description) 

Course prerequisites English I, English II  
Key Differences between 
this course and Intro to 
Rhetoric and Composition 

AP English Literature and Composition is designed for students who have an 
interest in reading and analyzing fiction texts. This course is the equivalent of a 
college level literature class, so it has a demanding reading schedule, and 
students are expected to read outside of class to discuss and evaluate author’s 
choices and thematic ideas in the classroom. Unlike Introduction to Rhetoric and 
Composition, this class asks students to apply knowledge from English I and 
English II from the beginning of the year. Other key differences include:   

AP English Literature Introduction to Rhetoric and 
Composition 

• Texts are all fiction and poetry 
• Accelerated trajectory in writing: 

students write three essays on 
their Q3 common assessment and 
AP exam 

• Analysis focuses on literary 
devices and fiction craft  

• Text are mostly non-fiction (one 
fiction novel) 

• Writing instruction is meant to 
support success in AP English 
Language and Composition senior 
year  

• Analysis focuses on rhetoric and 
argumentation  

 

Benefits of joining the 
program 

• Rewarding and challenging discussions of universal themes and questions 
such as:  
o To what extent does sacrifice demonstrate one’s values? 
o How do we form and shape our identities? 
o How can humor reveal the flaws in our society? 
o To whom is the American Dream accessible? 
o Can people change?  

• Extensive practice with college level writing that will absolutely prepare you 
for the demands of college humanities courses 

• Earn college credit towards an English course by scoring a 3 or higher on the 
AP Exam in May  

Next Steps  • If you have any questions, reach out to Chad Bell  Chad.Bell@yesprep.org  
and Josue Westrup Josue.westrup@yesprep.org  

• If you would like to request this course, select it in Skyward. 

AP English Language and Composition  

Course overview  The AP English Language and Composition course focuses on the development 
and revision of evidence-based analytic and argumentative writing, the 

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-english-literature-and-composition-course-and-exam-description.pdf?course=ap-english-literature-and-composition
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-english-literature-and-composition-course-and-exam-description.pdf?course=ap-english-literature-and-composition
mailto:Chad.Bell@yesprep.org
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rhetorical analysis of nonfiction texts, and the decisions writers make as they 
compose and revise. Students evaluate, synthesize, and cite research to support 
their arguments. Additionally, they read and analyze rhetorical elements and 
their effects in nonfiction texts—including images as forms of text— from a 
range of disciplines and historical periods. (Source: AP English Language and 
Composition Course and Exam Description) 

Course prerequisites English I, English II and English III and AP English Literature  
Key Differences between 
this course a standard 
English IV course  

AP English Language and Composition provides a more in-depth focus on 
rhetoric and argumentation than a standard English IV course.  This course is the 
equivalent of a college level composition class, so it has a demanding reading 
schedule, and students are expected to read outside of class as well as follow 
national and global news events throughout the year. There is minimal focus on 
fiction and literature. 

Benefits of joining the 
program 

• Rewarding and challenging discussions of universal themes and questions 
such as:  

o What is the relationship between knowledge and autonomy? 
o What is immortality and what does it cost? 
o How can we become responsible consumers and producers of news 

and information in the digital age? 
• Extensive practice with college level writing that will absolutely prepare you 

for the expectations of college level writing  
• Earn college credit towards an English course by scoring a 3 or higher on the 

AP Exam in May 
Next Steps  All seniors will be enrolled in this course.  

 

  

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-english-language-and-composition-course-and-exam-description.pdf
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-english-language-and-composition-course-and-exam-description.pdf
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AP Mathematics Courses 
Introduction 

At YES Prep, students have three AP Math courses available to them: AP Calculus AB, AP Calculus BC, and AP 

Statistics. All three courses are rigorous courses which will prepare students for success in college and beyond.  

For students to be on track for AP Calculus as a senior, students must take PreCalculus as a junior and Algebra II as 

a sophomore. Currently, for students to take Algebra II as a sophomore, they will need to double-up in Geometry 

and Algebra II. Starting in Fall 2022, 8th grade students who enroll in Algebra I will not need to double-up in 10th 

grade to be on track for AP Calculus in 12th grade. 

AP Calculus AB 

Course overview  AP Calculus AB is designed to be the equivalent of a first-semester college Calculus course devoted 
to topics in differential and integral Calculus (Calculus I). The courses feature a multi-
representational approach to Calculus, with concepts, results, and problems expressed graphically, 
numerically, analytically, and verbally. Exploring connections among these representations builds 
understanding of how Calculus applies limits to develop important ideas, definitions, formulas, and 
theorems. A sustained emphasis on clear communication of methods, reasoning, justifications, and 
conclusions is essential. Teachers and students will regularly use technology to reinforce 
relationships among functions, to confirm written work, to implement experimentation, and to 
assist in interpreting results. 

Course prerequisites Before studying Calculus, all students should complete the equivalent of four years of secondary 
mathematics designed for college-bound students: 

• Algebra I 
• Geometry 
• Algebra II 
• College-Ready PreCalculus 

Key Differences between 
this course and AP Calculus 
BC 

AP Calculus AB AP Calculus BC 

• Equivalent to a first-semester 
college Calculus course 

• Moves at a slower pace than 
college (two semesters to 
learn one semester of college 
material) 

• Introduces the concepts of 
single-variable differential 
and integral Calculus  

• Appropriate for most 
students who pass 
PreCalculus before their 
senior year 

• Equivalent to a first- and second-semester college 
Calculus course 

• Moves at the same pace as college (two semesters to 
learn two semesters of college material) 

• Introduces the concepts of single-variable differential 
and integral Calculus and applies these concepts to 
parametrically defined and polar curves; develops 
additional integration techniques and applications; 
and introduces the topics of sequences and series 

• Appropriate for driven students who have excelled 
(consistently earned AP 5s on Common Assessments) 
in all previous Math courses and are interested in 
majoring in STEM 

 

Benefits of joining the 
program 

• If considering a STEM major, nearly every course will have a pre- or co-requisite of Calculus I. 
Earning credit for this course before college means a student will have a much wider selection 
of first-semester options. Further, students enrolling in a college course like Physics 101 who 
already know the basics of Calculus will have an advantage over students who are taking both 
courses concurrently. 

• If considering a humanities major, taking AP Calculus is a great way to fulfill some of the 
“core” college graduation requirements. Nearly every college requires all students (including 
humanities majors) to take some STEM classes – getting credit for Calculus I while in high 
school means the student can spend more time focusing on the humanities while in college.  

• Even if a student does not earn a qualifying score on the AP Exam, the student will have gone 
through the experience of taking AP Calculus in high school; having been introduced to the 
concepts while in high school will make it easier to master them in college. This is especially 
important since students who struggle with Calculus in college often decide to change majors 
for something outside of STEM. 

Next Steps  • If you have any questions, reach out to John Trier, High School Math Content Specialist at 
john.trier@yesprep.org. 

• If you would like to request this course, select it in Skyward. 
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AP Calculus BC 

Note to Campus: Delete the following line if the course is only offered in person. Include the following line if this 

course is offered only via YPOP.   This course is only being offered as an online course. Please see the YES Prep Online 

Scholars section for more details on what it means to take a class online. 

Course overview  AP Calculus BC is designed to be the equivalent to both first- and second- semester 
college Calculus courses (Calculus I and II). All of the topics from AP Calculus AB are 
covered in the first half of the course; the second half of the course builds on these ideas 
by applying them to parametrically defined and polar curves, developing additional 
advanced integration techniques, and introducing the topics of sequences and series. AP 
Calculus BC is more rigorous and moves at twice the pace of AP Calculus AB; as such, it is 
only appropriate for students who have completely mastered PreCalculus and will not 
need to spend time relearning previous skills. 

Course prerequisites Before studying Calculus, all students should complete the equivalent of four years of 
secondary mathematics designed for college-bound students: 

• Algebra I 
• Geometry 
• Algebra II 
• College-Ready PreCalculus 

Key Differences between 
this course and AP Calculus 
AB 

AP Calculus AB AP Calculus BC 

• Equivalent to a first-
semester college Calculus 
course 

• Moves at a slower pace 
than college (two 
semesters to learn one 
semester of college 
material) 

• Introduces the concepts of 
single-variable differential 
and integral Calculus  

• Appropriate for most 
students who pass 
PreCalculus before their 
senior year 

• Equivalent to a first- and second-semester 
college Calculus course 

• Moves at the same pace as college (two 
semesters to learn two semesters of college 
material) 

• Introduces the concepts of single-variable 
differential and integral Calculus and applies 
these concepts to parametrically defined and 
polar curves; develops additional integration 
techniques and applications; and introduces the 
topics of sequences and series 

• Appropriate for driven students who have 
excelled (consistently earned AP 5s on Common 
Assessments) in all previous Math courses and 
are interested in majoring in STEM 

 

Benefits of joining the 
program 

• The benefit of taking AP Calculus BC over AP Calculus AB is the ability to earn credit 
for both Calculus I and Calculus II.  

• Only students who are likely to earn a qualifying score on the AP Calculus BC Exam 
should enroll in AP Calculus BC (otherwise, the students should take AP Calculus AB 
so they can get credit for Calculus I). Usually, only students who consistently score in 
the high 90s on PreCalculus Unit Tests and Common Assessments meet this 
criterion. 

Next Steps  • If you have any questions, reach out to John Trier, High School Math Content 
Specialist at john.trier@yesprep.org. 

• If you would like to request this course, select it in Skyward. 
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AP Statistics  

Course overview  Learn about the major concepts and tools used for collecting, analyzing, and drawing 
conclusions from data. You’ll explore statistics through discussion and activities, and 
you'll design surveys and experiments. 

Course prerequisites • Algebra I 
• Geometry 
• Algebra II 

 
Potential Math Routes: 
• Juniors who have taken Algebra II may double up in AP Statistics and Pre-Calculus so 

that you can take AP Calculus AB (or maybe even AP Calculus BC) as a senior!  This is 
great for your transcript and your GPA! 

• Seniors who have taken Algebra II can take AP Statistics in addition to Pre-Calculus 
or instead of Pre-Calculus.  Talk with your Math Teacher about the best option for 
you! 

• Seniors who have taken AQR or Pre-Calculus can take AP Statistics. 
• It is also possible to double-up in AP Statistics and AP Calculus! 

Key Differences between 
this course and AP Calculus. 

While the best possible option to prepare for college is to take both AP Statistics and AP 
Calculus, here are some differences between them: 
• STEM majors typically go much deeper into Calculus concepts.  So, while Statistics is 

required for STEM majors and therefore still a helpful course, a strong foundation in 
Calculus is critical for STEM majors.  

• In-depth knowledge of Calculus is typically only necessary for STEM majors, while 
Statistics is necessary for majors in many other fields such as business, social 
science, and medicine. 

• AP Calculus is more focused on mathematical formulas and theories, while AP 
Statistics is more focused on analyzing and interpreting data. 

Benefits of joining the 
program 

• AP Statistics is a very useful Math course to take because Statistics is required for 
many college majors outside of Math.  In addition to being required for traditional 
STEM majors, it is also required for criminal justice, political science, psychology, 
environmental studies, business, and medicine, just to name a few :) 

• Even if a student does not earn a qualifying score on the AP Exam, the student will 
have gone through the experience of taking a college level Math class in high school.  
Being introduced to this level of rigor while in high school will better prepare 
students for Math in college.  If the student has to take Statistics again in college, they 
will be more familiar with the concepts, making it easier to master the course in 
college. 

Next Steps  • If you have any questions, reach out to Uwagboi Ozimoa 
Uwagboi.Ozimoa@yesprep.org  

• If you would like to request this course, select it in Skyward. 

 

  

mailto:Uwagboi.Ozimoa@yesprep.org
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AP Social Studies Courses 
Introduction 

The high school social studies program at YES Prep is strategically designed to provide students with 

multiple entry points into the AP Social Studies Program. Each on-level course prepares students for success in 

either the following AP or on-level course by focusing on prerequisite skills and knowledge. This allows students to 

take on the challenge of an AP course when they feel they are best prepared or have the most passion for the topic. 

 

AP US History  

Course overview  AP U.S. History is an introductory college-level U.S. history course. Students 

cultivate their understanding of U.S. history from c. 1491 CE to the present 
through analyzing historical sources and learning to make connections and craft 
historical arguments as they explore concepts like American and national 

identity; work, exchange, and technology; geography and the environment; 
migration and settlement; politics and power; America in the world; American 

and regional culture; and social structures. 

Course prerequisites It is recommended that students take AP World History: Modern as sophomores 
before taking AP U.S. History. If a student took on-level World History, they 
should have achieved strong results in the course.  

Key Differences between 
this course and College-
Ready U.S. History (CRUSH). 

• AP U.S. History (APUSH) covers roughly double the content of on-level U.S. 
History (CRUSH). APUSH covers developments from 1491 to the present, 
while CRUSH almost exclusively covers developments from 1877 to the 
present.   

• Because of the additional content, students in APUSH are expected to read 
and take notes outside of class, on average 2-3 hours per week.  

• The AP exam requires students to work very quickly (for example, answering 
55 multiple choice questions in 55 minutes). The STAAR EOC allows for a 
slower pace. (Please note: Students who take APUSH are still required to 
take the STAAR EOC, as passing the EOC is a graduation requirement.) 

Benefits of joining the 
program 

• You will be given the opportunity to think deeply about why the United 
States has developed into the country it is today. 

• If you are considering a college major in history, political science, law, or any 
related field, this course provides an excellent overview of U.S. history. The 
AP credit earned from this course may also count towards the courses in 
those majors.  

• If you are considering another major, the AP credit earned from APUSH will 
fulfill a “core” college graduation requirement at any public university or 
college in Texas.  

• Even if you do not earn a qualifying score, the experience of taking an AP 
history class will set you up for success in college. Additionally, APUSH is one 
of the most popular AP courses nationwide, so taking it allows you to have a 
similar experience to many other college-bound students across the country.  

Next Steps  • If you have any questions, reach out to Christopher Trizna 
Christopher.Trizna@yesprep.org  

• If you would like to request this course, select it in Skyward. 

mailto:Christopher.Trizna@yesprep.org
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AP US Government and Politics 

Note to Campus: Delete the following line if the course is only offered in person. Include the following line if this 

course is offered only via YPOP. If it may be offered in both formats, please adjust the note to indicate the 

possibility.   This course is only being offered as an online course. Please see the YES Prep Online Scholars section for 

more details on what it means to take a class online. 

Course overview  2 Minute Course Overview Commercial 
AP US Government & Politics is a current events course that reflects on the 
systems and controversies that shape our world and our communities in real 
time. Students will learn about the foundations of our government and debate 
the level of impact they have on our country today. Students will also get a deep 
understanding of how our political systems operate and develop the skills to 
analyze their effectiveness. By the end of the course, students will be able to 
understand how policy decisions shape our world and build their political beliefs 
to create change.  

Course prerequisites US History and especially AP US History are strongly recommended to provide 
background knowledge. Success in any electives related to law, current events, 
or social justice is encouraged.  

Key Differences between 
this course and 
Government. 

• APGOPO is two semesters so it counts as the Government credit meaning 
students will have an extra period in the Spring to work with their campus as 
to how it will be used 

• Due to the increased depth of content and topics, students will be required to 
spend 2-3 hours a week reading, studying, and taking notes at home. 

• The AP Exam is timed so it requires efficiency when addressing Multiple 
Choice items and Free Response items 

• There will be high expectations for students to engage in meaningful class 
discussion and debates using evidence from the course 

Benefits of joining the 
program 

• For students who are interested in law, government, politics, or U.S. history, 
this course creates an atmosphere not unlike what will be covered in intro 
level college classes. It is an opportunity to learn and experiment with new 
ideas and address future career goals in those areas. 

• For students who are most interested in ELA topics, this course provides the 
opportunity to analyze historical documents as well as the opportunity to 
express perspectives in the form of argumentative writing. 

• For students who are most interested in math and science, this course 
investigates data by using statistical analysis to break down the meaning of 
different charts, tables, maps, and graphs. 

• Skills and concepts learned in the course make students more informed 
about the actions of government, less susceptible to believing 
misinformation, and more likely to make informed choices when 
participating in campaigns and elections.  

Next Steps  • If you have any questions, reach out to TBD 
• If you would like to request this course, select it in Skyward. 

 

 

  

https://web.microsoftstream.com/video/179ade39-6958-45f1-a592-ba98011ed47b
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AP Science Courses 
Introduction 

At YES Prep, students have four AP Science courses available to them that allow them to pursue interests in both 

Life Science and Physical Science while preparing to take rigorous college courses: AP Biology, AP Environmental 

Science, AP Physics 1, and AP Physics C. All courses are rigorous courses which will require students to do some 

work outside of school to prepare for class, and all four courses prepare students for success in college and beyond. 

AP Environmental Science  

Course overview  The AP Environmental Science course is the equivalent of a one-semester, 
introductory college course in environmental science, through which students 
engage with the scientific principles, concepts, and methodologies required to 
understand the interrelationships of the natural world.  
  
The course requires that students identify and analyze natural and human-made 
environmental problems, evaluate the relative risks associated with these 
problems, and examine alternative solutions for resolving or preventing them. 
Environmental science is interdisciplinary, embracing topics from geology, 
biology, environmental studies, environmental science, chemistry, and 
geography.  
  
The course includes a strong laboratory component that allows students to learn 
about the environment through firsthand observation. Experiences in the 
laboratory provide students with important opportunities to test concepts and 
principles that are introduced in the classroom, explore scientific problems in 
more depth, and gain an awareness of the importance of confounding variables 
that exist tin the “real world.”  

Course prerequisites NA 
Key Differences between 
this course and 
Environmental Systems. 

• This course covers everything that is present in Environmental Systems, but 
does so at a faster pace, which allows for more concepts to be taught. 

• This course covers some material covered in Environmental Systems in a 
deeper manner, seeking to understand the connections between concepts 
and various social elements such as economics, urbanization, and resource 
allocation.  

• This course provides more opportunity to engage in labs 
• This course requires more reading and independent work than 

Environmental Systems.  
Benefits of joining the 
program 

• College-level science course and lab work 
• Preparing for science majors 
• Anyone interested in pursuing a STEM major in college can begin to develop 

the mindsets and skills necessary to succeed in college-level STEM courses. 

• Students who earn a qualifying score on the AP Exam can earn college credit 

for the course. 

• A background in the core concepts of this course is becoming more desirable 

as corporations and businesses strive to be more environmentally 

responsible in response to climate change.  

Next Steps  • If you have any questions, reach out to Soinkne Morant  
Soinkne.Morant@yesprep.org  

• If you would like to request this course, select it in Skyward. 
 

AP Biology  

Course overview  This course is a rigorous extension of Biology and is designed to mirror an 
introductory Biology course at the college level. Our course covers a multitude of 

mailto:Soinkne.Morant@yesprep.org
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life science topics and skills, including Evolution, Genetics, Macromolecules, Cell 
Communication, Cellular Energetics, and Ecology. The material is more advanced 
and fast-paced than a typical introductory Biology course and has a significant 
emphasis on critical thinking, writing, experimental analysis, and graphing skills. 

Course prerequisites • Biology  
• Chemistry is strongly recommended but not required 

Key Differences between 
this course and Biology 

• More hands-on experiments 
• Fast-paced 
• Double-blocked (meet every day) 
• Regular homework including textbook readings 

Benefits of joining the 
program 

• College-level science course and lab work 
• Preparing for science majors 
• Possible college credit 
• Taking this course is a great way to prepare for the tough college science 

courses you will be expected to take, especially if majoring in STEM. 
Next Steps  • If you have any questions, reach out to Soinkne Morant  

Soinkne.Morant@yesprep.org  
• If you would like to request this course, select it in Skyward. 

 

AP Physics 1  

Course overview  AP Physics 1 is an introductory, algebra-based Physics course for Junior and 
Seniors. The course covers topics taught in introductory college Physics, 
including Kinematics, Forces, Momentum Energy, Simple Harmonic Motion, 
Universal Gravitation and Rotational Mechanics. While much of the content is 
identical to what is covered is regular Physics, students will be expected to reach 
a much higher level of conceptual thinking and will be assessed at the level of a 
first semester, algebra-based Physics course in college. The class has a greater 
emphasis on qualitative understanding while also requiring advanced 
quantitative reasoning. This course will push students to develop college-level 
study habits and force them to recalibrate their self-assessment as a strong 
science student. AP Physics 1 is a significant leap in rigor from previous science 
classes and most students who take AP Physics 1 find it to be the most 
challenging course they take at YES Prep. 

Course prerequisites • Algebra 2 
Key Differences between 
this course and Physics 

• AP Physics 1 moves through more content and at a faster pace than Physics 

• AP Physics 1 requires students to complete more learning and practice 

outside of class for homework 

• The styles of questions asked in AP Physics 1 require a greater degree of 
analysis and application of Physics. There are no “easy” questions in AP 
Physics 1 

Key Differences between 
this course and AP Physics 
C 

• AP Physics 1 is intended for first-year physics students. AP Physics C can 
only be taken by seniors who completed a year of Physics. 

• AP Physics C heavily emphasizes mathematical problem solving while AP 
Physics 1 balances qualitative and quantitative problem solving. 

• Students in AP Physics C must also be in AP Calculus (AB or BC). Calculus 
concepts are regularly applied in the class and are often learned before they 
are covered in AP Calculus. 

Benefits of joining the 
program 

• AP Physics 1 is an opportunity to experience the rigor of a college-level 
Physical science course. 

• Anyone interested in pursuing a STEM major in college can begin to develop 

the mindsets and skills necessary to succeed in college-level STEM courses. 

mailto:Soinkne.Morant@yesprep.org


2022 – 2023 YES Prep West High School Course Catalog 

• Students will be introduced to more advanced content and lab skills which 

they will need to master when they take Physics in college. 

• Students who earn a qualifying score on the AP Exam can earn college credit 

for the course. 

Next Steps  • If you have any questions, reach out to Ricardo Lara 
Ricardo.lara@yesprep.org  

• Talk to your current math and/or science teacher to discuss whether the 
rigor of AP Physics 1 is a good fit for you. 

• If you would like to request this course, select it in Skyward. 
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AP World Languages 
Introduction 

The College Board offers two AP Spanish courses: AP Spanish Language and Culture and Composition and AP 

Spanish Literature and Culture.  At YES Prep, students can be enrolled in AP Spanish Language if they complete 

Spanish III credit.  

AP Spanish Language and Culture 

Course overview  AP Spanish Language and Culture is equivalent to an intermediate level college 
course in Spanish. Students cultivate their understanding of Spanish language 
and culture by applying interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational modes of 
communication in real-life situations as they explore concepts related to family 
and communities, personal and public identities, beauty and aesthetics, science 
and technology, contemporary life, and global challenges. 

Course prerequisites Spanish III 
Key Differences between 
this course and Spanish III. 

• In this course, you will be developing deeper your oral and writing skills.  
• This course is focused just on nonfiction. 

Benefits of joining the 
program 

• Gain college credits and save time and money 
• Improve your student resume for university applications 
• Gain comprehensive understanding of language and culture: The pace and 

rigor of AP World Languages and Cultures courses typically necessitate a 
student's immersion in the language. 

Next Steps  • If you have any questions, reach out to Astrid Corpus 
Astrid.Corpus@yesprep.org  

• If you would like to request this course, select it in Skyward. 
 

AP Spanish Literature and Culture 

This course is only being offered as an online course. Please see the YES Prep Online Scholars section for more details 

on what it means to take a class online. 

Course overview  AP Spanish Literature is equivalent to a college level introductory survey course 
of literature written in Spanish. Students continue to develop their interpretive, 
interpersonal, and presentational skills in Spanish language as well as critical 
reading and analytical writing as they explore short stories, novels, plays, essays, 
and poetry from Spain, Latin America, and U.S. Hispanic authors along with other 
non-required texts. 

Course prerequisites AP Spanish Language 
Key Differences between 
this course and AP Spanish 
Language. 

• This course is 95% focused just on fiction. You will learn the essential 
readings and authors from the Spanish culture from the XII century until 
today. 

Benefits of joining the 
program 

• Graduate with a new endorsement. 
• Gain College Credits and save time and money 
• Improve your student resume for university applications 
• Gain a comprehensive understanding of the history of Spanish Speaking 

countries and how literature has reflected this historical process. 
Next Steps  • If you have any questions, reach out to TBD 

• If you would like to request this course, select it in Skyward. 
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AP Electives and CTE Courses 
Introduction 

AP Elective and CTE Courses allow students to demonstrate expertise in Psychology, Art, Music, or Computer 

Science. 

 9th 10th 11th 12th 

Electives and 
CTE 

 AP Art Studio (prereq: Art II) 
 AP Psychology  
 AP Computer Science Principles  

(suggested prereq: Fundamentals of Computer Science, Algebra I) 

 

AP Psychology  

 

Course overview  AP Psychology is an introductory college-level psychology course. Students 

cultivate their understanding of the systematic and scientific study of human 

behavior and mental processes through inquiry-based investigations as they 

explore concepts like the biological bases of behavior, sensation and perception, 

learning and cognition, motivation, developmental psychology, testing and 

individual differences, treatment of abnormal behavior, and social psychology. 

The AP Psychology course introduces students to the systematic and scientific 

study of human behavior and mental processes. While considering the 

psychologists and studies that have shaped the field, students explore an apply 

psychological theories, key concepts, and phenomena associated with such 

topics as the biological bases of behavior, sensation and perception, learning and 

cognition, motivation, developmental psychology, testing and individual 

differences, treatments of psychological disorders, and social psychology. 

Throughout this course students employ psychological research methods, 

including ethical considerations, as they use the scientific method, evaluate 

claims and evidence, and effectively communicate ideas 

Course prerequisites While there are no required prerequisites, students should be prepared to do 
reading on their own prior to most classes.  

Benefits of joining the 
program 

• Anyone interested in pursuing a Social Science major in college can begin to 
develop the mindsets and skills necessary to succeed in college-level courses. 
These majors could include Psychology, Sociology, or Business courses. 

• Students who earn a qualifying score on the AP Exam can earn college credit 

for the course. 

• The structure of AP Psychology very closely mirrors many college courses 
where students must read on their own and come to class prepared to 
discuss their thoughts. It is excellent preparation for college.  

Next Steps  • If you have any questions, reach out to Taylor Weingartner 
Taylor.Weingartner@yesprep.org  

• If you would like to request this course, select it in Skyward. 
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AP Art Studio  

Course overview  In this course, students will develop the skills that artists and designers use. 

Throughout the course, students will create a portfolio of college-level work and 

submit it for evaluation (instead of taking a year-end paper-and-pencil AP exam). 

A qualifying portfolio score can earn a student college credit and/or advanced 

placement. Want to see examples of portfolio submissions? Check out the 2021 

AP Art and Design Exhibit, which showcases outstanding artwork created by 

students for the May 2021 exam. 
 
Students who take AP Art Studio will choose to specialize in and create a 
portfolio for one of the following categories: 2-D Art & Design, 3-D Art & Design, 
or Drawing. (2-D Art & Design is the most common choice.) All AP Art students 
will investigate materials, processes and ideas, and will make works of art and 
design by practicing, experimenting, and revising, and students will 
communicate their ideas about art and design through written and visual 
expression.  
 
Students can learn more about the AP Art Studio course and portfolio on the 
College Board website. 

Course prerequisites The prerequisites for AP Art Studio are Art I and Art II.** If it is offered, some 
students may choose to also take Art III before enrolling in AP Art Studio.  
 
**Art I-II are not College Board AP prerequisites. On rare occasions campuses 
may deem students eligible for AP Art Studio without taking Art I-II. Students 
should speak to the AP Art teacher if they want to enroll in AP Art before 
completion of Art II.  

Benefits of joining the 
program 

AP Art Studio gives art students a chance to own their own development. Rather 
than completing art assignments decided upon by the teacher, AP Art students 
decide their focus and the types of pieces that go into their portfolio. Class time is 
largely dedicated to experimenting with ideas, getting feedback, and creating 
pieces for the AP Art portfolio, and the AP Art Studio teacher will act as a mentor. 

Next Steps  • If you have any questions, reach out to Hannah Campbell 
Hannah.campbell@yesprep.org  

• If you would like to request this course, select it in Skyward. 
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AP Computer Science Principles   

This course is only being offered as an online course. Please see the YES Prep Online Scholars section for more details 

on what it means to take a class online. 

Course overview  AP Computer Science Principles is an introductory college-level computing 
course that introduces students to the breadth of the field of computer science. 
Students learn to design and evaluate solutions and to apply computer science to 
solve problems through the development of algorithms and programs. Students 
also explain how computing innovations and computing systems—including the 
internet— work, explore their potential impacts, and contribute to a computing 
culture that is collaborative and ethical. 
 
Students can learn more about the AP Computer Science Principles course and 
exam on the College Board website. 
 

Course prerequisites Unless the campus is not offering Fundamentals of Computer Science, 
Fundamentals of Computer Science/Computer Science I are highly 
recommended prerequisites. It’s also highly recommended that students have 
completed Algebra I.  

Benefits of joining the 
program 

More and more jobs are beginning to require an understanding of computer 
science. Businesses, healthcare establishments, government offices, software 
companies and creative agencies are just a few of the places where a computer 
science major can get a job. Learning the ins and outs of coding in high school 
gives students a strong foundation to build on as they pursue college degrees. 
Regardless of their chosen career tracks, students who focus on computer 
science have a wide range of jobs waiting for them after graduation. Computer 
science courses deepen critical thinking as they empower students to grasp 
complex or abstract ideas and transform them into beliefs or direct actions. 

Next Steps  • If you have any questions, reach out to TBD 
• If you would like to request this course, select it in Skyward. 
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Electives and CTE Information and Options 
Electives and CTE Overview 

 
Fine Art Courses 

Physical Education 
Courses 

CTE Courses 
(Career & Technology 

Education) 
Other Electives 

Courses Visual Arts: 
• Art I-Art II 
• AP Art Studio 
 
Performing Arts:  
• Theatre I-IV 
• Music I-V: Band 
• Music I-V: Choir 
• Music I-V: Orchestra 
• Music I-V: Guitar 
 

• Lifetime Fitness & 
Wellness Pursuits  
• Athletics 
 

• Fundamentals of 
Computer Science  
• AP Computer Science 
Principles 
 

• AP Psychology 
• Office Aide 
• Sailors  
• Digital Media + Design  
 

Requirements These courses count towards 
a student’s required 1 Fine 
Art credit. After fulfilling that 
credit, additional courses will 
count as elective credits.  

These courses count towards 
a student’s required 1 PE 
credit. After fulfilling that 
credit, additional courses will 
count as elective credits. 

 

 

Endorsements 
*See the 
endorsements section 
for details 

These course counts towards 
an Arts & Humanities Fine 
Arts endorsement. 

 
These courses count toward a 
STEM Endorsement. 

 

 

Visual Arts 

Art I  

Course overview  This course is about making and seeing art! In Art I students will build their skills 
by working with a wide array of media (making) and students will develop their 
knowledge of art by seeing historical art pieces and engaging in analysis of 
student-produced artwork (seeing). Throughout the year, students will explore 
units on drawing, painting, sculpture, printmaking, and craft. Each day students 
will engage in some form of art making – whether that is constructing Paper 
Mache masks, painting a landscape, or simply drawing in their sketchbooks.  

Course prerequisites None - This is an entry level art class – you don’t have to have any experience! 
Next Steps  • If you have any questions, reach out to Hanna Campbell; 

Hanna.Campbell@yesprep.org  
• If you would like to request this course, select it in Skyward. 

Art II 

Course overview  In Art II, students will continue to build their skills as drawers, painters, 
sculptors, and printmakers. Students will leave Art II with an ability to create art 
from their own ideas and look at art in a formal analytical way. For some 
students, this class is the launching point into AP Art and more self-guided 
artwork.  

Course prerequisites Art I 
Next Steps  • If you have any questions, reach out to Hannah Campbell; 

Hanna.Campbell@yesprep.org  
• If you would like to request this course, select it in Skyward. 

 

AP Art Studio 

Read about AP Art Studio in the AP section. 
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Theatre 

Theatre I  

Course overview  Theatre I is an introductory course, and students will experience units like 
improvisation, basic character development, monologues, and storytelling.  The 
primary purpose of Theatre Arts is to provide students with increased 
confidence in their ability to present to an audience and to develop 
performances with feedback. Students will learn how to use their bodies and 
voice to safely gain confidence in their ability to speak and perform in front of 
others, and these skills serve students inside and outside of the classroom.  

Course prerequisites None – This is an entry level course – you don’t have to have any experience! 
Next Steps  • If you have any questions, reach out to Melanie Gordan 

Melanie.Gordan@yesprep.org  
• If you would like to request this course, select it in Skyward. 

 

Theatre II, Theatre III, and Theatre IV 

Course overview  Theatre II-IV are advanced theatre courses. Students will continue to develop 
their skills and knowledge in improvisation, audition processes, monologues, 
duets and group scenes, movement, voice and diction, and playwriting. Students 
in these courses may work on productions for community performance and 
theatre competitions.  
 
 

Course prerequisites Theatre I is a prereq for Theatre II.  
Theatre II is a prereq for Theatre III. 
Theatre III is a prereq for Theatre IV.  

Next Steps  • If you have any questions, reach out to Melanie Gordan 
Melanie.gordan@yesprep.org  

• If you would like to request this course, select it in Skyward. 
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Music 

Music I-IV: Orchestra  

Course overview  Music I: (Beginner) Students will learn to care for and handle a string instrument 
of their choosing. They will focus on the basics of reading music and how to play 
it on their instrument. The goal of the class is to learn to perform individually 
and as part of an ensemble. Students will also learn how to evaluate their own 
performance. All students are required to perform in a Winter and Spring 
concert. 
 
Advanced Orchestra (Music I, II, III, IV, Instrumental Ensemble I) 
Students will build on skills learned in beginner or intermediate orchestra 
classes. The class will focus on tone production, shifting, vibrato, and 
performance pieces. The goal is to build practice and rehearsal skills needed for 
increasingly more difficult repertoire. All students will be required to perform in 
the Fall, Winter and Spring concerts. 

Course prerequisites Music I is a prerequisite for Music II.  
Music II is a prerequisite for Music III.  
Music III is a prerequisite for Music IV.  

Next Steps  • If you have any questions, reach out to Chrissy Lucivjansky  
Chrissy.Lucivjansky@yesprep.org  

• If you would like to request this course, select it in Skyward. 

 

Music: Guitar I 

Course overview  Students will learn to care for and handle a guitar. The focus of the class is to 
learn how to read and perform notated music, read and write TAB, read and play 
chords with a variety of strum patterns, and finger picking. Students will learn to 
perform on their own, with a partner, and as a class and will also learn how to 
evaluate their own performance. 

Course prerequisites None   

 

Music: Guitar II  

Course overview  Students will build on skills learned in Guitar I. The focus will be primarily on 
finger style solos and advanced chords and strum patterns. 

Course prerequisites Guitar I  

 

Physical Education and Athletics 

Lifetime Fitness and Wellness Pursuits 

Course overview  Lifetime Fitness and Wellness Pursuits (previously called Foundations of 
Fitness) is the first high school PE course students should take. In this class, 
students learn the skills needed to enjoy a healthy, happy life. Students will learn 
fitness movements, engage in workouts, find a recreation activity to enjoy inside 
and outside of school, and learn how to make decisions about different aspects of 
overall health and nutrition.  
 
Students should expect to dress out and engage in moderate/vigorous physical 
activity.  

Course prerequisites None 
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Next Steps  • If you have any questions, reach out to Jena Edwards 
jena.edwards@yesprep.org ; Stanford Brown Stanford.brown@yesprep.org ; 
George Fields George.fields@yesprep.org  

• If you would like to request this course, select it in Skyward. 
 

Athletics I-IV 

Course overview  Athletics is a practice period for campus extracurricular sports (basketball, 
soccer, volleyball, etc.). During this period, players meet for school day practice 
and skill development.  
 
Students should expect to dress out and engage in vigorous physical activity. 
 
Note: This course is pass/fail and does not count towards a student’s GPA. 

Course prerequisites • To take Athletics, students must be confirmed on a sports team roster.  
• Athletes will take Athletics courses in order: Athletics I → Athletics II → 

Athletics III → Athletics IV.  
Next Steps  • If you have any questions, reach out to George Fields George 

George.fields@yesprep.org  
• If you would like to request this course, select it in Skyward. 

 

 

 

Career and Technical Education 

Fundamentals of Computer Science 

 

Course overview  Fundamentals of Computer Science introduces students to the principles of 
computer programming, including algorithms and logic. Students will learn to 
code and will learn coding concepts like variables, control flow, if statements, 
loops and functions in a real-world application.  

Course prerequisites None – No computer experience required! 
Next Steps  • If you have any questions, reach out to Melvin Anderson 

Melvin.Anderson@yesprep.org  
• If you would like to request this course, select it in Skyward. 

 

AP Computer Science Principles  

Read about AP Computer Science Principles in the AP section.  

 

Digital Media  

Course overview  Though Digital Media students will acquire technical, design, communication, 
and problem-solving skills that will help them be successful in a technology-
driven society.  
 
Students will become masters at Adobe Photoshop by designing and creating 
multimedia projects! Students will design graphics, advertisements, magazine 
layouts, and more. Through these projects, students will learn about digital 
technologies, while thinking about customer needs and problem solving through 
the lens of a designer and business owner.  

Course prerequisites None – No computer experience required! 
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Next Steps  • If you have any questions, reach out to TBD 
• If you would like to request this course, select it in Skyward. 

 

Sailors 

Course overview  This program focuses on students’ academic performance and helping them be 
on-grade level in reading to align with our school’s vision of college readiness. 
While we do want you to form relationships with the middle school students you 
will help mentor, your primary duty includes offering additional support to 
better prepare students for successful placement in a higher reading class, and 
ultimately be better prepared for high school and college or university. Our hope 
is for you to develop your skills as a mentor by offering tasks that will better 
your understanding of all things fluency related and the importance of this ability 
in all content areas at school.    

Course prerequisites Enrolled as an 11th or 12th grader  
Next Steps  - If you have any questions, reach out to Samantha Marquez 

Samantha.Marquez@yesprep.org  
- If you would like to request this course, select it in Skyward. 

 

SAT College Prep 

Course overview  The course focuses on key math, reading and writing concepts that will be 
expected on the SAT exam. The course usually covers test-taking strategies to 
help avoid common mistakes, manage test anxiety, and make most of the testing 
time.  In addition, students will be able to take practice tests to increase their 
SAT scores.  

Next Steps  - If you have any questions, reach out to Shannon Babineaux 
Shannon.babineux@yesprep.org  

- If you would like to request this course, select it in Skyward. 
 

 

 

World Languages Information and Options 
World Languages Overview 

 Spanish   
Courses • Spanish I 

• Spanish II 
• Spanish III 
• AP Spanish Language 
• AP Spanish Literature 

  

Requirements These courses count towards a student’s required two credits. After fulfilling these credits, additional courses will count as 
elective credits. 

Endorsements 
*See the 
endorsements section 
for details 

These courses counts towards an Arts & Humanities LOTE Course Sequence Endorsement. this endorsement 
can be earned by taking 4 credits all in the same language (e.g. Spanish I, Spanish II, Spanish III, AP Spanish 
Language) or by taking 2 credits each in two different languages (e.g. French I, French II, Spanish I, Spanish II) 
 

 

Spanish 

Spanish I 

Course overview  Students in Spanish 1 embark on a voyage of discovery. They explore the 
language and the culture of the people who speak this modern 
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world language. Students begin to develop their ability to understand simple 
spoken and written Spanish. At the same time, they learn to communicate orally 
and in writing in a culturally appropriate manner about familiar topics that 
include self, school, food, pastimes, family, house, and clothing and stores. In 
other words, they learn how, when, and why to say what to whom. Vocabulary 
and basic grammatical structures are taught within the context of everyday 
topics. Culture is embedded throughout the course and relates directly to the 
issues studied. 

Course prerequisites None 
Next Steps  • If you have any questions, reach out to Miguel Rebollar 

Miguel.Robollar@yesprep.org  
• If you would like to request this course, select it in Skyward. 

 

Spanish II 

Course overview  Students continue their study of Spanish by further expanding their knowledge 
of key vocabulary topics and grammar concepts. Each unit consists of a new 
vocabulary theme and grammar concept, reading and listening comprehension 
activities, speaking and writing activities, multimedia cultural presentations, and 
interactive activities and practices which reinforce vocabulary and grammar. 
There is a strong emphasis on providing context and conversational examples 
for the language concepts presented in each unit. Students begin to comprehend 
listening and reading passages more fully, but they also start to express 
themselves more meaningfully in both speaking and writing. 

Course prerequisites Spanish I 
Next Steps  • If you have any questions, reach out to Miguel Rebollar 

Miguel.Robollar@yesprep.org 
• If you would like to request this course, select it in Skyward. 

 

Spanish III 

Course overview  The emphasis in Spanish III is on understanding and developing the ability to use 
correctly previously learned grammatical concepts and new aspects of Spanish 
grammar to attain proficiency in Spanish. By listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing the target language, students will build additional vocabulary and grow 
their knowledge of the Spanish-speaking world’s culture, history, arts, traditions, 
and peoples. Therefore, students will be able to express themselves both orally 
and in writing at a more advanced level. This course is aligned with both AP 
Spanish Language and AP Spanish Literature classes; therefore, literary works by 
Spanish and Latin-American writers will be introduced, and students will be 
required to write email replies and prepare oral presentations as free response 
for unit test and common assessments. 

Course prerequisites Spanish I and II 
Next Steps  • If you have any questions, reach out to Astrid Corpus 

Astrid.Corpus@yesprep.org  
• If you would like to request this course, select it in Skyward. 
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YES Prep Online Scholars Program 
 

 

 

Beginning in the 2020 – 2021 school year, we have offered live, online courses to increase offerings to AP courses, 

electives courses, and World Languages courses. Enrolling in an online course is a great way to take a course that is 

not offered by a teacher on your campus, get to know students at other YES Prep campuses, and build valuable 

college-readiness skills.  

Students will take an online course during a regular class period. During that class period, students are in a 

classroom with a teacher from their campus who is there to take attendance and support students while they 

engage in class; this teacher is the student’s Learning Coach. Students will join a virtual call on Teams where they 

will work with their online teacher, students from their campus, and students from other campuses. Work for the 

online courses will be found in Schoology. 

Like in person classes, collaboration and communication between the online teacher, the student, and classmates is 

very important. Students are expected to join virtual meetings every time the class is scheduled to meet, with their 

cameras on, and unmute themselves to participate in discussions. 

Online Course Overview 
Key Differences between an 
online course and a regular 
in person course 

• Online courses are primarily courses that are not currently offered at your 
campus. Just by signing up, you’re immediately taking a class and learning 
things you wouldn’t be able to otherwise! 

• The YES Prep Online Scholars Program is something you can highlight on your 
resume and show that you’ve engaged in a variety of learning formats. 

 
• The ideal YPOP student: 

o Is in grades 9-12. 
o Understands the format of the course and understands that online 

courses require a high degree of student initiative and independence. 
Students will need to navigate online programs and proactively reach 
out to their teachers when they need support.  

o Needs infrequent reminders to stay fully engaged. Students who 
regularly require reminders to stay on task or complete their work 
from teachers in a regular in-person classroom setting will struggle to 
be successful in an online course where students need to rely more on 
their own motivation and work habits.  

o Is prepared to proactively communicate and knows how to 
appropriately advocate for themselves. Online courses require 
proactive communication from the students to get support and 
collaborate with other students and the teacher. There are far fewer 
opportunities for students to get direct support from the teacher. 
Depending on how many students are also taking the course at the 
same campus, there may be fewer peers to lend each other support.  

o Has a track record of academic success and/or perseverance. 
o Has a strong record of attendance. 
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Benefits of joining the 
program 

• Students can take rigorous courses which may not be available to them on 
campus. In the past, some students have been able to take up to 3 courses 
they wouldn’t have been able to otherwise. 

• Many of these courses are AP courses, CTE courses, and World Languages 
courses which may provide access to earning college credit and/or earning 
additional graduation endorsements.   

• Students can experience online courses and different ways of learning, which 
may expand their skills in. 

• Taking an online AP course is similar in many ways to taking a college course. 
Students will meet and learn with their teacher but will have less direct 
contact. Unlike regular in-person YES Prep courses, students will only get 
support when they reach out or advocate for themselves. 

• Students collaborate with students from across the district.  
Next Steps  • If you would like to request any online course(s), select it/them in Skyward. 

 

 

Online Course Options 
Math AP Calculus BC • Meet John Trier, Math Content Specialist and Online teacher for 

Calculus BC.  
• Follow this link to read the Calculus BC course description. 
• Reach out to online teacher John Trier (john.trier@yesprep.org) 

for questions about this online course. 
Social Studies AP Government • Meet James Hankins, Social Studies Content Specialist and 

Online teacher, and learn more about AP Government through 
this video.  

• Follow this link to read the AP US Government and Politics 
course description. 

• Reach out to online teacher James Hankins 
(james.hankins@yesprep.org) for questions about this online 
course. 

World Languages AP Spanish 
Literature 

• Watch this video to learn more about the teacher and course. 
• Follow this link to read the AP Spanish Literature and Culture 

course description.  
• Reach out to online teacher Tavhata Boyer 

(Tavhata.boyer@yesprep.org for questions about this online 
course. 

AP Computer 
Science Principles 

• Follow this link to read the AP Computer Science Principles 
course description.  

• Reach out to online teacher Rita Vasak (rita.vasak@yesprep.org) 
for questions about this online course. 
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