
Naming a Middle School
Remembering our History

 



Sunrise Park Junior High
1959-1981



Earliest Subdivision of WBL



White Bear Lake’s First Junior High

● Prior to 1959, junior high students 
were located in a wing of the high 
school

● Enrollment: 379  Grade 7
305  Grade 8
314  Elementary

● Class sizes 27-33 students, avg 31



Parent Engagement

Science Fair

Arts Festival

Presentations

Conversation Groups with Staff



Innovative Curriculum



Excellence



Sunrise Jr High Enrollment 1959-72

Capacity

Central 
Jr. Opens



1981



Sunrise Park Middle School 
1993 - present



Middle School 

● Students & staff on teams

● Academic, social, emotional

● Student interests



White Bear Mariner / South Campus



White Bear Mariner High School  
1972-1983



Two High Schools 1972-1983

White Bear 
Senior High
School

White Bear
Mariner High 
School



1983 - Present

White Bear Lake 
Area High School, 
North Campus

White Bear Lake Area 
High School, South 
Campus



Opening in 2024 - Unified 9-12 High School

EAST ENTRY



Fall 2024
Sunrise Middle School moves to South Campus



Middle School Naming Process

● Parents, community members, staff, students

● October - November, 2022

● Over 300 submissions

● Over half included “Mariner,” about 40 included “Sunrise”

● Committee forwarded these two options for consideration



Recommendation: Mariner Middle School

Rationale:

● Mariner was original name of the building (72-83).
● Number of suggestions demonstrates strong community 

support for Mariner. 
● Honors our school district’s history.
● Sunrise Park will remain a landmark in the Sunrise Park 

neighborhood. 
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