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A busy term

As my first half term as 
Headteacher at Southam 
College comes to an end I 
marvel at how much we can 
fit into a seven week period.  
We have just supported 
Children’s Mental Health 
Week and it is a joy to see 
how powerful the work of our 
Sixth Form students is on 
the whole school community.  
We have also seen several 
g roups o f S i x th Fo rm 
students head overseas to 
Paris and Iceland recently, 
as well as students in the 
younger years heading out 

on Duke of Edinburgh more 
locally.  From trip and visits 
to speakers on knife crime 
and the holocaust, it really 
has been an enriching half 
term. 
A l l o f these ac t i v i t i es 
e n h a n c e t h e s c h o o l 
experience for students and 
add to the high quality, day 
to day, teaching and learning 
t h a t t a k e s p l a c e i n 
classrooms in registration 
and lesson time.  If you 
would like to know more 
about what your child is 
learning, please do go to the 
Curr iculum tab on our 
website as well as having a 
look at tasks on Class 
Charts.  
Students in Years 9, 10, 12 
and 13 have all completed 
Pre-Public Exams this half 
term and I have been 
impressed with their work 
ethic and desire to progress 
in their learning. With Year 

11 PPEs straight after half 
te rm we are keen fo r 
students to have all of the 
support they need to achieve 
their potential and will be 
running another in person 
parent/carer event for Years 
10, 11, 12 and 13 next half 
term.  We hope to build on 
these oppor tun i t ies to 
welcome you into school. 
Our final event for this half 
term is the 24 hour netball; I 
know that this is a huge 
commitment from everyone 
taking part and will support 
the Heads of House in their 
drive to raise £10,000 for 
Dogs for Good this year.  We 
are already well on our way 
to naming the first puppy so 
keep the fundraising ideas 
coming. 
Have an enjoyable half term. 
Miss Mason, Head teacher
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The new build continues to progress with changes seen everyday; its current 
purple exterior is quite a contrast to the older buildings behind it. 
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We started the Spring Term 2023 with uplifting house assemblies to celebrate 
students’ Autumn Term Successes. Each house gathered and their Head of House 
recognised students who had earned the most HAPs within their house and year 
group, up to Christmas: a culmination of effort in lots of areas through the 
Autumn Term. 
Awards were also given out for subjects, each subject selected one student from each 
year group to recognise achievement and one student from each year group to 
recognise effort in the Autumn Term.  Students received certificates and also a house 
badge, that can be worn on blazers, to recognise being selected out of so many hard 
working students. These assemblies celebrated students from Years 7 to 13 and it was 
fantastic to see students starting the term with such positives.  
During these assemblies Heads of House acknowledged all of the excellent effort and 
achievement students put into their school time and praised their house for pulling 
together to challenge in the House Competition This competition is still very open and 
we look forward to seeing who is in the lead at the end of this term.  
This awards assembly is a new celebration, adding to the annual end of year awards 
we traditionally run, and another set of awards will take place at the start of the spring 
term. More house badges and HAPs will be available this term. 

If you see someone with a house badge please do enquire what they earned this 
for.  

Miss Mason 

House Achievement Awards



Introducing our Heads of House 
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Mr Elkerton - Head of Webb Ellis 
Well Webb Ellis what a great year you had last year. 
Champions! You should be proud of the high standards you 
met. Your efforts in all avenues of school life are a credit to 
you. We have much to fight for with the other houses 
snapping at our heels. To newcomers to the house - get 
stuck in and contribute to a great house. Remember you 
only get out of life what you put in! To the 'old guard' -  
continue to fight and be proud to be Webb Ellis! 

Mrs Turton- Head of Whittle 
Don’t Wait for Opportunity, Create it. 
This year I really want Whittle students to take every 
opportunity that is offered to them. Whether this is through 
academic competitions, physical challenges or social 
situations. I think it is imperative that students make the 
most of their time at Southam College and challenge 
themselves to allow them to develop and flourish into the 
best students they possibly can be. I hope I can help guide 
them and lead them to success this year.

Ms Brereton - Head of Shakespeare 
Being the Head of Shakespeare if one of the highlights 
of my job here at Southam. I promote and see all the 
wonderful talents and celebrate the well-deserved 
successes of our Shakespeare students.  Shakespeare 
have made a cracking start to the year and are in 
second place behind Webb Ellis for classroom HAPS. 
We need to keep up the momentum this term and 
ensure our participation in all competitions to make 
sure we clinch that top spot by the end of the year. 

Ms Cunningham - Head of Godiva 
Being lucky enough to be Head of Godiva for the last year and a 
half has been an absolute pleasure, and what a year last year 
was. Starting off with our fantastic day out on our Rewards Trip 
for our previous House Cup win, followed by taking Sports Day 
by storm, winning three out of four possible trophies as well as 
the all-important overall winner! We had huge successes in 
creative, sporting and academic competitions across the board, 
with fantastic effort from our House. That is a tough year to 
follow, but I'm sure that the confidence, kindness and resilience 
embodied by Godiva pupils will carry us through to more 
victories this year.   



Year 7 students all enjoyed an immersive multi-
sensory journey. This started 13.8 billion years 
ago with the moment where the Universe began 
as a tiny, dense fireball that exploded or 'The Big 
Bang' and took us on adventure through time 
which culminated in a look at some of the unusual 
genetically engineered organisms of the modern 
world. During this show we were able to study life 
processes, different cells, the structure of DNA as 
well as the intricacies of cell division, genetic 
engineering, natural selection ,extinction and 
even the evolution of life itself.  

Students were totally engaged with this 
experience and asked some excellent questions, 
very well-done year 7!  

We would like to say thank you to our talented 
presenters Matt and Josh from Explorer Dome for 
delivered such engaging and imaginative 
sessions 

Explorer Dome Science Shows 

To mark Holocaust Memorial day on 27th January, Mrs Mali with 
the help of Sixth Formers Evie DuBois and Elliot Barlow, led the 
assemblies exploring the theme of ordinary people who suffered 
at the hands of the Nazis during WW2. Evie and Elliot spoke 
eloquently about why Holocaust education is so important in 
today's society and talked about their participation in the 
incredible Lessons from Auschwitz project where 
both pupils will have the memorable and life 
changing opportunity to visit Auschwitz-Birkenau 
camp in Poland in March.   

All pupils listened intently to the message of 
tolerance, love and kindness during the 
assemblies.



Poetry Live! 
Well done Year 10 for a 
great day at Poetry Live! 
We heard from poets on 
our Power and Conflict 
cluster, including: Carol 
Ann Duffy, Simon 
Armitage, and John Agard. 
We hope this boosts your 
revision for your PPE.  
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If you have any questions or would like support 
regarding your child's attendance, your are now 
able to book  online appointments with Mr 
Richter, Attendance Lead at Southam - every 
Monday between 11.30am-12.30pm via  
https://southamcollege.schoolcloud.co.uk

Connect Drop in

Warwickshire Early Help Awards 
On Wednesday 25th January we were delighted to 
attend the Early Help Awards, celebrat ing 
professionals across the county for their exceptional 
work in supporting families and children. 

Mrs Erroi, Head of Year, was awarded the Lead 
Professional of the Year for the Stratford District. This was 
awarded for “working tirelessly to support young people 
and their families” and for being “proactive and reactive 
but maintaining the best interests of the families at heart 
at all times”. 

The Early Help process is supported by professionals in 
all schools and it is a testament to Mrs Erroi’s dedication 
to be selected for this award when there is so much 
excellent work taking place across the district.  

Congratulations to Mrs Erroi, we are all delighted to see 
you be recognised for your efforts within school and the 
community.

https://southamcollege.schoolcloud.co.uk
https://southamcollege.schoolcloud.co.uk
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National Heart Awareness Week 
7th February to 14th February  
Miss Burrows' son Lochlan was born 
with congenital heart disease (CHD) 
and has undergone 2 heart surgeries 
so far, at Birmingham Children's 
Hospital. We also have students in our 
school with congenital heart disease. 
Some symptoms include: cold clammy 
hands, breathlessness and a blue 
tinge around the mouth/fingernails. If 
y o u o r a f a m i l y m e m b e r a r e 
experiencing any of these, please get 
your heart checked by your GP. 
Miss Burrows and her family are 
walking from Great Ormond street in London, to Birmingham Children's Hospital (110 
miles), in order to raise money to fund a room where parents can stay by their child's 
bedside. If you would like to read more about their story, or if you would like to 
donate, click here

Napton Music 
Festival Trust 
We were honoured to 
welcome the Trustees of 
Napton Music Festival 
Trust into school to see 
our music lessons in 
action and enjoy a tour 
of our facilities. They 
were treated to a rousing 
performance of Djembe 
drumming from a group 
of Y7 students, and 
we're so grateful for their 
support which allows us 
to cont inue offer ing 
these much valued small 
group lessons.

Iceland Trip 
The Year 13 Geography trip to Iceland, 'the land of 
fire and ice' was an incredible experience! From 
waterfalls to geysirs, volcanic craters and beaches 
to geothermally heated greenhouses, the students 
experienced all that Iceland had to offer, including 
every type of weather imaginable! We also stood 
on the margin of the Eurasian Plate and North 
American Plate. Bathing in the Secret Lagoon, 
while it snowed around us on the first morning was 
also a highlight on this incredible trip. The students 
were amazing and made the most of every 
moment of the four days spent in beautiful Iceland! 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/sam-turner33
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/sam-turner33


The year 8 Basketball team took a short trip to Rugby Free 
Secondary School for their last scheduled Jr NBA game as 
they faced the hosts and Sydney Stringer, having lost to both 
teams previously, before Christmas. Southam’s first game 
was against Sydney Stringer who comfortably won their first 
encounter against Southam 32-10 but our year 8s were up to 
the challenge having drastically improved since that fixture. 
Southam started strong as they kept to their game plan and 
scored points inside the paint. Sydney Stringer became alert 
to this and were able to slow the scoring down, but the game 
remained close as the third quarter ended 10-10. 
Unfortunately, Sydney Stringer managed to pull away in the fourth quarter, but the final 16-12 loss was 
proof of Southam’s commitment and improvement. 
Southam’s second game was against Rugby Free who had beaten Southam by a small margin in their 
first fixture earlier in the year. Southam started strongly, finishing the fourth quarter 6-0 up. In the 
second period, Rugby scared Southam as they scored some baskets to decrease the lead however in 
the 3rd and 4th quarter Southam managed to continue their good scoring form and solid defensive to 
close out their first win of the season! The group have shown brilliant determination to continue to train 
and they thoroughly deserved the win.

 

Sports News

U15 Rugby    Southam v Bablake 
After a long break and a few cancelled fixtures, our talented Yr 10 Boys Rugby team finally had the 
chance to show what they can do away against a BKHS team containing some of their strong A team 
players. 
Right from the kick off Southam dominated the contact and breakdown zones, scoring a powerful team 
try with the first move of the game. Ioan E driving over with a typical line busting surge to finish off a 
fine attacking play. BKHS responded well and tried to threaten our line, but each time, we thwarted 
their attempts and set off on our own assault of their territory. 
It was Ioan again who crossed for our 2nd try and Jack C converted with a testing kick to make it 12-0. 
Archie H looked to have scored on the right wing towards the end of the half, only to be denied by a 
tight referee's call. Jack C, however, was able to score and he was delighted to cross the line for his 
first try to make it 19-0 at half time. 
Keen to maintain the physical and territorial advantage, Southam maintained their intensity from the 
first half, and whilst some quicker ball from the breakdowns and some less selfish play on their line, 
may have been rewarded with an earlier score, when it did come, it was worth waiting for. A following 
move from the left wing to the right, with some nice scissors and looping runs, left our debutante Wilbur 
free to dive over in the right corner for his first Southam try. The try of the game and one to remember 
for Wilbur. By ten we were out of sight and intent on denying the home team a score, though Ben H 
crossed for a well deserved try and Jack C converted twice more. 
The final score was 31-0. A fantastic return for a wonderful team performance. Congratulations to all 
the team, not just for the result, but also the way they conducted themselves during the whole day. 
Hopefully, we’ll get the chance to show our abilities on and off the pitch again this season. 
Well done, lads.  Mr MacGibbon








