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2022-2023 Start Strong Board Presentation





Start Strong Background

❏ Per the NJDOE, the Start Strong Assessments:
❏ Are based on a subset of  prioritized prior-year academic standards;
❏ Are available in ELA grades 4-10, Mathematics grades 4-8, Algebra I, 

Geometry and Algebra II, and in Science grades 6, 9, and 12;
❏ Can be administered in approximately 45-60 minutes;
❏ Provide immediate results to educators through the assessment platform; 

and
❏ Include the same accessibility features and accommodations as the NJSLA, 

including forms in Spanish and Text to Speech (TTS).



Performance Levels

The Start Strong assessments utilize three performance levels: 

❏ Strong Support May Be Needed 
❏ Some Support May Be Needed 
❏ Less Support May Be Needed

❏ These were designed to aid educators and families in making decisions about 
the types of  supports that students may need. 

❏ The assessments are not meant to replace any preferred assessment strategies 
being used locally but can be used to complement existing efforts to gather 
standards-based data (local benchmarks, writing samples, assignments, 
homework, etc.) at the beginning of  the school year.



Testing Windows

❏ October 3-7, 2022 - Elementary and MOHS
❏ October 11-14, 2022 - MOMS



ELA District Analysis
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Subgroup Performance
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Key Takeaways

❏ In every grade level except 4th, 50% or more of students were in the ‘Less Support May be 

Needed Category.”

❏ Subgroup performance mirrors performance on the ‘21-’22 NJSLA, as presented at the 

December BOE Meeting.



Math District Analysis
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Subgroup Performance
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MOUNT OLIVE TOWNSHIP SCHOOL DISTRICT
2022-23 Fall Start Strong by Subgroup Program

Mathematics
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Key Takeaways

❏ Student performance on elementary-level math standards outpaces performance on 

secondary standards until more advanced math topics are reached (Geometry, Alg. II)

❏ Our Grade 8 Math and Algebra I students (MOMS & MOHS) need the most support.   This 

support occurs in the Academic Intervention (AI) Environment as described.

❏ Again, we find in our demographic breakdowns that race/program subgroups performed very 

similarly on Start Strong when compared to the 2022 NJSLA.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/144tazdu9eBX4RQ9bESU5yMKHihP8PzgZGdhSttL-zX4/edit?usp=sharing


Science District Analysis
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2022-23 Fall Start Strong
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Subgroup Performance
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MOUNT OLIVE TOWNSHIP SCHOOL DISTRICT
2022-23 Fall Start Strong by Subgroup Program
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Key Takeaways

❏ Just like on NJSLA, student performance dips for 8th grade standards and then rebounds for 
11th grade.

❏ Our special education and ELL students will be our focal point in terms of analyzing the 
language of the questions asked and engagement with NJSLA-S-style questions before the 
assessment is administered.

❏ Again, we will be working with Linkit! to benchmark student performance and make 
informed decisions on how to proceed once we ascertain which standards students need the 
most support with.



Appendix
Start Strong Performance Level Tables

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1pqfZmdi9x1mDku2wmiLP_f-IpeUMDg71yvbJGzIf6a4/edit?usp=sharing

