
Webster Public Schools

FY 21 Foundation Budget



Preliminary Chapter 70 Aid

Governors Baker proposed state budget  

represents an increase of $303.5 million or 5.9%

Funding from $5,176,002,652 to $5,479,534,540



The FY21 Chapter 70 program reflects the passage in 
November 2019 of An Act Relative to Educational 
Opportunity for Students - commonly known as the 
Student Opportunity Act.   

This act made significant changes to the Chapter 70 
formula largely based on the recommendations of the 
Foundation Budget Review Commission. (FBRC)

https://malegislature.gov/Laws/SessionLaws/Acts/2019/Chapter132
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/SessionLaws/Acts/2019/Chapter132


 Five areas that impact Chapter 70

1. Benefits and fixed charges
2. Guidance and Psychological Services
3. Special Education OOD Tuition
4. English Learners
5. Low Income



● Proposed rate increases for benefits and fixed charges, 
guidance and psychological services, special education out of 
district tuition and English learners close 1/7th of the gap.

● Proposed low income rate increases close 4/100th of the gap.

This Act for FY 21 Includes rate changes above 
inflation toward the goal rates in these 5 areas



● The new employee benefits inflation rate was applied.  This 
was based on the 3 year average premium increase for all GIC 
plans.  FY 21 is 2.34%

● For all other foundation budget rates an increase of 1.99% 
has been applied.  This was based on the US Department of 
Commerce’s state and local government price deflator.

● Also add a new minimum aid adjustment to the formula.  This 
provides a “hold harmless” aid to 25 districts that otherwise 
would have lost aid because of the new foundation budget 
factors.

Benefits and Fixed Charges



Special Education 
The Act increases the assumed in-district special education 
enrollment from 4.75% to 5% for vocational students and 3.75% 
to 4% for non-vocational students.  This is being phased in over 7 
years.  

The rates for FY21.
● 3.82% Non Vocational
● 4.82% Vocational



English Language Learners



Low Income Tiers

Webster

  63.18%



Low Income 

(a) the number of students matched through the 
Departments direct certification process. (this identifies 
students whose families receive benefits through 
various federal and state programs.   OR 

(b) the districts FY 16 low income percentage 
multiplied by its current foundation enrollment.



What does this mean for       
Webster?



Increase in Chapter 70 Aid

$1,128,407   or    8.23%



The are 6 factors that work together to 
determine a districts chapter 70 aid.

Foundation Budget Local Contribution

-   Enrollment -   Property Value
-   Wage Adj Factor -   Income
-   Inflation -   Municipal Growth
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Status Quo



Determination of Town Required Contribution
Property Value

Income

Municipal Growth Factor



Local Contribution - Regional Allocation
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 Foundation Budget - Minimum Contribution
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Webster Chapter 70 History

FY 15  -    1.88%
FY 16  -    5.14%
FY 17  -    8.44% 
FY 18  -    2.22% 
FY 19  -    3.71%
FY 20  -    7.90%
FY 21  -    8.23%    
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Thoughts, Questions, Concerns!


