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Goal of the Chapter 70 formula 
• To ensure that every district has sufficient 

resources to meet its foundation budget 
spending level, through an equitable 
combination of local property taxes and state 
aid.
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Key Factors in School Funding Formula
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Chapter 70 aid is determined in three basic steps
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New goals for foundation budget (phase in starts FY 20)

•Out-of-district special education tuition: Sets goal at 3x the statewide foundation budget per 
pupil, to close the gap between the foundation budget and circuit breaker (4x foundation). Goal 
rates to be updated annually.

•Benefits and fixed charges: Sets goal based on GIC premium rates for active and retired 
municipal employees. Goal rates to be updated annually.

•For economically disadvantaged (EcoDis) students, the proposal expands the foundation 
budget over 7 years and introduces a more progressive decile rate structure to the highest 5 
deciles.

•In addition, the proposal introduces a high needs concentration increment for districts 
serving the highest concentrations of EcoDis and EL students.

•High quality early college and innovation pathways: New rate to encourage and support 
approved program expansion over the next 7 to 10 years. 
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New Rate for English Learners (FY20)

•The proposal completes the expansion of foundation budgets for English learners 
(ELs) started in FY19. Differentiated EL incremental rates by grade span (PK-5, 6-8, 
high school). Substantially increases EL rate for high school students.

•The foundation budget includes all students with low English proficiency, as 
measured by the statewide ACCESS for ELLs test. However, students who have 
already met or exceeded state exit requirements are no longer counted as EL 
students in the foundation budget. This reduced headcount is mitigated by the 
increased rates.
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New Goals for foundation (phase-in after FY20)

•Starting in FY21, phase-in toward new goal for 
guidance and psychological services, to better reflect 
staffing needs for additional student services.

•In FY26, the proposal will raise the assumed in-district 
special ed enrollment rate from 3.75% to 4% of 
foundation enrollment for non-vocational students. 
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FY 20 Chapter 70 Foundation Budget
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Foundation budget rates reflect differences in the 
cost of educating different types of students.
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Local Contribution
Establishing local ability to pay

• The foundation budget is a shared municipal-state 
responsibility.

• Each community has a different target local share, 
or ability to pay, based on its property values and 
residents’ incomes.

• Prior to this policy, required local contributions had 
become less linked to ability to pay.  A process was 
established in 2007 to move each community from its 
2006 baseline to its new target.

1/25/2017

10



Reaching the Targets Over Time
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Progress towards Target Aid Shares - All Districts
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Determination of Town Required Contribution
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Local Contribution - Regional Allocation
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FY20 Chapter 70 Summary
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 FY 20 Foundation - Governor’s Budget
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Webster Public Schools 
Budget Information

• Superintendent of Schools
Ruthann Goguen 
rgoguen@webster-schools.org

• Business Administrator
Monique Pierangeli

mpierangeli@webster-schools.org
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