


Pierce County Legislative Goals
1. Increase local levy (enrichment) 

funding – ASAP
2. Simple majority for school bonds
3. Fully fund special education
4. Fully fund transportation
5. Regionalization adjustment
6. Fund employee health care (SEBB)



2/3 Reduction in Local Levy
TAX RATE ESTIMATION 

(BETHEL SCHOOL DISTRICT AND STATE NEW TAX)
BASED ON $100,000 HOME VALUE
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2/3 Reduction in Local Levy
Proposed Solution: Increase the enrichment (local) levy rate to 
at least $2,500 per student.

This provides equal funding on a per student basis among all 
school districts.

Lets local voters decide to invest in their neighborhood schools.



Simple Majority  for School Bonds



What happens with a Super 
Majority

Case Study – Bethel, 2001
•Asbestos contamination
• Lead contamination
• Toxic mold
• E. coli in three schools’ drinking water
• Extreme overcrowding



Simple Majority for School Bonds
2018 Elementary Enrollment vs. Building Capacity

Capacity Over Capacity

Ca
m

as
 P

ra
iri

e

Ce
nt

en
ni

al

Cl
ov

er
 C

re
ek

El
k 

Pl
ai

n

Ev
er

gr
ee

n

Fr
ed

er
ic

ks
on

G
ra

ha
m

K
ap

ow
si

n

N
ac

he
s 

Tr
ai

l

N
el

so
n

N
or

th
 S

ta
r

Pi
on

ee
r V

al
le

y

R
oc

ky
 R

id
ge

R
oy

Th
om

ps
on

Sp
an

aw
ay

Sh
in

in
g 

M
ou

nt
ai

n

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700



KING 5 News:

Failed Pierce County school bond revives 
supermajority debate

https://www.king5.com/video/news/local/election-impact-on-bethel-schools/281-8326158


Fully Fund Special Education





Special Education
25%

Non-High Payment
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How Dieringer SD Spent Levy Money Before the McCleary Decision (17/18 school year)

Special Education
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Special Education
44%

Non-High Payment
24%

General Fund
32%

How Dieringer SD Will Spend Levy Money After the McCleary Decision (19/20 school year)

Special Education

Non-High Payment

General Fund

Total Levy Dollars: $3,027,919



Fully Fund Transportation



Adjust Regionalization 



Regionalization
• Assumes teachers live in the district where they work.
• Creates huge wage disparities $5k – $10k per teacher.  
• Negatively impacts Pierce County Skills Center too.

• Proposed Solution: Modify concept to an area-wide workforce 
(labor pool) model rather than the current district-by-district 
formula.



Fund Employee Health Care (SEBB)
The current proposal does not address:

1. Health care coverage for districts’ many part time 
employees.

2. Coverage for levy and federally funded employees.
3. Current costs estimates exceed the original plan’s 

projections.

Proposed Solution: The state pays for this state-mandated 
benefit for all school district employees.
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