Policy

EVALUATION OF SCHOOL-COMMUNITY-HOME RELATIONS
Code KAA Revised 4/13

Purpose: To establish the board’s vision for the involvement of parents and families in the
education of their children.

The board believes that parent and family involvement must be pursued and supported by
homes, schools/colleges/universities, communities, businesses, faith congregations,
organizations and government entities by working together in a collaborative effort.

The board believes it can impact student achievement by improving the quality and quantity of
parent/family involvement in the education of their children.

Therefore, the board commits to the following:

= Seeing that each school establishes a comprehensive parent involvement program that
includes parent education programs and activities that will assist parents and families in
supporting classroom learning.

= Providing support and coordination for staff and parents and families to make family
involvement in education a priority.

= Establishing effective, two-way communication between all parents and families and
schools that respects the diversity and differing needs of families and encourages the
development of mutual support between home and school.

= Seeing that each school develops effective school planning/management teams that
involve a broad spectrum of families, staff and community representatives in school
governance and decision-making at the local and statewide level.

= Recognizing that improved student achievement must be an equally shared responsibility
and ultimate goal of parents and families, teachers, the school system as a whole and the
community at large.

Responsibilities of board

In order to heighten awareness of the importance of parent and family involvement in the
education of their children throughout their schooling, encourage the establishment and
maintenance of parent-friendly school settings, and emphasize parent/school partnerships to
assure a child’s academic success, the board will do the following:

= Consider joining national organizations that promote and provide technical assistance on
various proven parental involvement frameworks and models.

= |ncorporate, where possible, proven parental involvement practices into existing policies
and efforts.

= Require an annual report on school and district parental involvement programs including
evaluations of the success of the programs.

* Include parental involvement expectations as part of the superintendent’s evaluation.
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Responsibilities of superintendent
The superintendent will do the following:

» Include parental involvement expectations as part of each principal’s evaluation

= Include information about parental involvement opportunities and participation in the
district's annual report.

= Disseminate parental expectations as defined by law to all parents of the district.

The superintendent may also designate staff to serve as parent liaisons for the district, require
each school to designate a faculty contract for parental involvement efforts, require each
principal to designate a materials and resource space within the school specifically for parents
and encourage principals to adjust class and school schedules to accommodate parent-
teacher conferences more conveniently.

Evaluation

The state department of education will conduct evaluations of school and district parent
involvement programs to determine program effectiveness and identify best practices. The
results of the evaluation findings and recommendations will be shared with all groups involved
in the initiative.

Public awareness

The state department of education, in conjunction with the Education Oversight Committee, will
publish informational materials such as handbooks and videos for distribution to all parents
and teachers.

See policy KBB (Parent Rights and Responsibilities) for responsibilities of parents as outlined in law.
(Cf. KBB)

Adopted _2/3/03; Revised 4/15/13

Legal references:
A. S.C. Code of Laws, 1976 as amended:

1. Sections 59-28-100 through 59-28-220 — Parent Involvement in Their Children’s Education Act.
2. S.11 — Teacher quality.
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