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STAPLES HIGH SCHOOL

70 North Avenue, Westport, Connecticut 06880

Dear Staples High School Students,

Staples High School has always been known for the options our students have in charting their own path
to graduation, evidenced by the incredible number of course offerings you will see expressed in this
Program of StudiesWhether you are at the beginnioigyour high school journey or are fittening your
choices to meet your goals for life after Staples, you will find that our school offers limitless opportunity
to challenge yourself, explore your interests, and provide a solid foundation for your future

As you are making your choices, we encourage you to keep one word at the forefront: balance. Strive to
balance what you think you will need with pursuing something you want to try. Think seriously about the
time that you will invest in each choice yoake, and how that choice will support or limit opportunities

you have outside of the school day. Work closely with your family, school counselor, and teachers to gain
their perspectives, and remember that you are the most important person in the proredissgd

course of study. As you grow and develop as a student and a person, it is your responsibility to take
charge of your education, beginning with reading course descriptions carefully, understanding the
expectations of each course you are consigeand making sure that your choices reflect your strengths,
your goals, and a commitment to your personal seiihg.

Sometimes the pressures of attending a high school like Staples can make it feel like there is only one set
of scripted choices thatilvguarantee success after graduation. Our hope is that by truly examining the
incredible array of courses and programs available to you in not only the traditional academic areas, but
also in the visual and performing arts, culinary arts, media, teajywaod the possibilities of

independent learning experiences, you will see that the Staples community values multiple pathways to
success for our students. By striving for balance, collaborating with the adults who care for you, and
making decisions thaeflect who you are, you will find that Staples High School is a place where you

can personalize your high school experience and define success on your own terms.

Sincerely,

Staples High School Administration aBdhool Counselin@epartment

The Staples High School community inspires learning, fosters integrity, and nurtures empathy



ADMINISTRATION AND SCHOOL COUNSELING STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION

Principal and Assistant Principals

Stafford W. Thomas, JrRrincipal 203-341-1201
Christine CincottaAssistant Principal (Class 8026 203-341-5190
James Farnen, Assistant Principal (Géassd 2023and 2027 203-341-5190
Patrick Micinilio, Assistant Principal (Class of 2025) 203-341-1280

PennyProskinitopulos Assistant Principal (Class of 2024) 203-341-1280
Rosemarie Ampha, Assistant Principal for Special Educatiof03-341-1240

Department Coordinators

John DelLuca, Science 203-341-1373
Lauren Francese, Social Studies 203-341-1399
StefanPorco, Math 203-341-1471
Holly Sulzycki, English 203-341-1349
Christine Wanner, Health and Physical Education 203-341-2429
Maria Zachery, World Languages 203-341-5131
Stephen Zimmerman, Music and Visual Arts 203-341-1308

School Counselin@epartment

William Plunkett, Director ofSchool Counseling 203-341-1225
Cristina Banks, School Counselor 203-341-5133
Thomas Brown, School Counselor 203-341-1229
Victoria Capozzi, School Counselor 203-341-5198
Roy Colson School Counselor 203-341-1232
Kimberly Curran, School Counselor 203-341-1233
Sarah Magilnick, School Counselor 203-341-1228
Ellen Redgate, School Counselor 203-341-1434
(long-term substitute for Patricia Howells)

Deborah Slocum, School Counselor 203-341-1234
Christine Talerico, School Counselor 203-341-1238
PJ Washenko, School Counselor 203-341-1431

Staff email addresses are first initial and last name followed by @westportps.org. Visit the Staples
website to access the completeff diredory.


https://shs.westportps.org/general/staff-directory
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

Students must earn at le@&t0 creditsacross the following areas:

Subject Area Minimum Credits Required
Humanities 9.0
1 English 4.0
1 Social Studies 3.0
9 Global Themes 1.0
1 U.S. History 1.0
9 Civics 5
1 Area Study 5
9 Visual and Performing Arts 1.0
1 Open Humanities 1.0
Any additional course(s) in English, Soc&tldies, Visual and Performing Arts, or World
Languages
STEAM 9.0
1 Math 3.0
i Science 3.0
1 Open STEAM 3.0
Any additional courses in Math, Science, Technology Education, or Media, or listed below:
1 AdvancedCulinary Arts T I'nsights & Solutions
9 AdvancedJournalism fIlntroduction to Economi
T Ant hropol ogy T I'ntroduction to Psychol c
T AP Macro/ Microeconomi ddnderstanding Psychol og)
T AP Music Theory fTLifeguard Training
T AP Psychol ogy T Music Technol ogy
T Child Psychology (fofilepulyar MNMuwiea sandg i n Ame
Psychology of Child Deéweeli®gment )
T Di gMedl a( Amitmati on, T Science of Movement in \
Phot og,Ga pliiDi ghietsdilgn) 9§ Stagecraft
T Environment al Soci al {Jtheaditees 3 : Directing
T Graphic Narratives &9 WelknesaS$eminar
Literacies
World Languages 2.0
Any one World Language in sequence
Health and Physical Education 2.5
I Health 1.0
91 Physical Education 15
Mastery-Based DiplomaAssessmen{see beloyw 1.0
Additional Credits 25

Credits earned in all subject areas beyond the minimum graduation requirement for that area
Note: Credit from a single course may count towltlling one distribution requirement only.
Total Minimum Credits Required 26.0



Mastery-Based Diploma Assessment

Staples High School is required by the State of Connectitigwea 1.0 credit MasterBased Diploma
Assessment (MBDA) requirement for students graduating in 2883%eyondOur Vision of a Graduate

is known as the AContributing Citizensd document,
experience for StapdeHigh School graduates.

As a school community, we've embedded skill assessment inexjstérg school learning activities,
experiences, and projects to capture student mastery of critical skills. Over the course of the four years,
students are guaraeig to participate in experiences that will allow them to demonstrate mastery through
their core academic and elective courses. Student mastery of a domain will be documented using a
portfolio created in Google Sites. Students will be able to select fraougacourse assignmeritatare

either designateldy a teacher or selected by the student based on their ability to connect an assignment
with one of the four domains.

The MBDA experience is a fotyrear process through which students demonstrate igmdicin the

capacities of the Vision of a Graduate (Contributing Citizens). While the capacities of the Vision of a
Graduate are embedded in all courses throughout the SHS curriculum, designated assured experiences
ensure that students have the opporyuiaitfocus specifically on each capacity during their fpear

Staples High School experieng@nce students have demonstrated mastery in each of the four domain
areas (Collaborators, Communicators, Critical Thinkers, and Creators), they will reflaet gnowth

detailed in the portfolio and subsequently be awarded ongraate bearing credit toward graduation that
will be reflected on their final transcript.

COURSE LOAD REQUIREMENTS

Students must enroll in a minimum numbecofirsesn each quarteas follows:

Grade Minimum Number of Courses
9 7
10-12 6

Courses taken through Norwalk Community College High School Partnership, PLATO online, and as
Independent Learning Experiences may be applied toward the minimum courses reqéiledirfos
enrollment status.

COURSE LEVELS

In general, course levels differ in terms of content, rigor, pace, and assessment.

AP Leveli AP (Advanced Placement) courses are collegel courses designed for high school

students seeking to earn college credit or to take a more challenging course. Classes are available in a
variety of subjects and typically end with a rigorous examinatidghe end of the year. Students who
successfully pass AP exams may be granted college credit or admission to advanced classes at some
universities. The Advanced Placement program is run by College Board.



Honors Leveli Honorslevel (accelerated) coursasge characterized by the depth of abstract, critical, and
original thinking required, as well as the amount of independent work. This course level is designed to
serve those students whose ability and effort require additional challenge.

A Leveli A-levd (advanced coll ege preparatory) courses ¢
effort in order to develop as a critical thinker.

B Leveli B-level (college preparatory) courses support students to develop as learners who exert
purposefukeffort.

C Levd T C-level courses provide support and structure to students. Courses are scaffolded for students
who need more assistance.

GRADE POINT AVERAGE

Two cumulative GPAs are calculated: Unweighted GPA and Weighted GPA. All GPAs are caloulated
a 4.0 scale.

Through the end of junior year, GPAs are calculated based on final grades for completed courses. Courses
in progress are also listed on the transcript, without a grade. After the first semester of senior year is
completed, a seventfemeater GPA is calculated for seniors only that is used for-gadrawards and

reported to colleges on the mydar transcript. The severtsiemester GPA includes final grades for

completed first semester senior courses and first semester gradesyenfa#nior courses in progress.

Grades from courses taken at other high schools are not included in the StaplesdsiRfes transcripts
are attached to the Staples transcript as separate documents

For the classes of 2023 and 2024, Algebr@dometry, and world languages courses taken by middle
school students at the middle schools will appear on the Staples transcript with a grade but will not be
included in the GPA and will receive no credit. Starting with the class of 2025, Algebra 1, {Ge@amnd
world languages courses taken by middle school students at the middle schools will not be listed on a

student 6s Staples transcriopt.

For the classes of 202926, Algebra 2 Honors taken by middle school students at the high school will

appear onhe Staples transcript with a grade and will receive credit. Starting with the class of 2027,

Al gebra 2 Honors taken by middle school students
receive credit.

Staples does not assign class rank.
Unweighted GPA: The Unweighted GPA includes grades in all courses taken at Staples, including

academic, elective, and Health & Physical Education courses. Grades are not weighted and are assigned
values according to the chart below:

A+ A A- | B+ B B- | C+ C C- | D+ D D- | F/\WF

All Courses | 4.33| 4.00| 3.67| 3.33| 3.00| 2.67| 2.33| 2.00| 1.67| 1.33| 1.00 | 0.67| 0.00




Weighted GPA: The Weighted GPA includes grades in all courses taken at Staples, including academic,
elective, and Health & Physical Education cour§#ades are weighted by their instructional level and
assigned values according to the chart below:

Level A+ | A A- | B+ B B- [ C+ | C C- | D+ D D- | F/\WF

College Level | 5.00| 4.67| 4.33| 4.00| 3.67| 3.33| 3.00| 2.67| 2.33| 2.00| 1.67| 1.33| 0.00

Honors 4.67|4.33|4.00| 3.67| 3.33|3.00| 2.67| 2.33| 2.00| 1.67| 1.33| 1.00| 0.00

College &
Career Prep

4.33(4.00| 3.67| 3.33| 3.00| 2.67| 2.33| 2.00| 1.67| 1.33| 1.00| 0.67 | 0.00

1 College Level WeightAdvanced Placemerbursesdual enrollmentcoursesCalculus BC Plus,
Multivariable Calculus and Differential Equations

1 Honors WeightHonorscourses

1 College & Career Prep Weighll other grades from all subject areas, includin@g@ivanced
college prep)B (college prep)and C level academic, néeveled elective, and Health &
Physial Education courses

Note: Independent Learning Experiences and any other courses taken Pass/Fail are not included in the
computation of GPAs.

NCAA ELIGIBILITY CENTER LIST OF DENIED COURSES

The following Staples courses do not currently qualify as NCAA core courses and therefore cannot be
used for NCAA initialeligibility certification. Staples PLATO courses are not currently approved as core
courses by the NCAAStudents who are consideripfaying college athletics should keep this in mind

and communicate their intent to their school counselor when selecting their courses. For additional
information including the list of approved courses, visitRt@AA Eligibility Center website

Engl i sh

T Advanced Journalism

T Critical Anal ysis of Film & Literature
f Food in Literature (English)

T Graphic Narratives & Visual Literacies
Mat h

T Applied Math

T Algebra 1 C, 2 C

T Financi al Al gebr a

T Geometry C

T Accounting

T Personal Financi al Management

T Financi al Decision Making

Science
1T 3D Design & Engineering


https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/

T Ani mal Behavior
T Applied Algorithmic Design
T Creative Technol ooWirclad FBrodhltémans to Real
T Embedded Systems Programming
T Horticulture
T Materials & Design Science
T Medical Terminol ogy
T Mobip@e&xkel opment
Soci al Studi es
T Nona@all coursappaoeeNCAA
Worl d Language (considered O0Additional Core Cour s

T Spanish 1 B, 1 (CNot2e .B,ARprCogv edd Bf,ord .B5 unit eac!l

COURSE SELECTION AND SCHEDULING PROCESS

Staples High School offers a broad and deep curriculum designed to support each studerthisirough

high school experience and in preparation for the future. At its core is the notion that the path to success
and fulfillment may look entirely differentdm one student to another. In planning their course of

studies, students are encouraged to focus on their own individual strengths, challenges, interests, and
posthigh school goals and consider the following:

Successes and difficulties in current coarard courses previously taken

Course and |l evel recommendations made by the s
Input from school counselor and other knowledgeable school staff (e.g., PPT/504 team)
Graduation requirements of Staples High School

Course descriptions, prerequisites, and guidelines found Prdggam of Studies

Knowledge and skills expected within potential career choices

NCAA eligibility core course requirements

Subject area requirements for prospective colleges and universities

Feelings of pressure experienced around grades and achievement

Capacity to cope with stress and probisaive through challenging situations

Genuine personal interests and opportunities for enrichment and enjoyment

Out of school commitments, time managenskilts, and level of independent work habits to
balance various demands

=4 =4 =8 = -8 889889

For students who plan to attend a fgear college directly after Staples, most institutions consider the
strength of a studentds cur r i cimportamtfactonsdinthehe st uden:
admission process. That being said, the Staples High School administration, school counselors, and

faculty advocate for the importance of takingagupropriately challengingrogram that balances a

student 6s ac a ditetmeir emotosalwielbemnd. i ons wi

Course Recommendation$ January
Teachers discuss and present information to students regarding course and level options within their

subject area. Teachers in English, Math, Science, Social Studies, World Las)guageme areas of the
arts,including Staples and eightirade teachers, offer course and level recommendations for each
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student in their class. Course recommendations can be viewed by students and parents/guardians through
the PowerSchool online portal. Teachtake great care in recommending courses, and students are
encouraged to thoughtfully consider their perspective in their deaisading process.

If a student antheirparent/guardian(syi sh t o overri de a thegnaustbompleles r ec o
the Override Formavailableonthe SHSSchool Counselinwebsite Corsider carefully not just the

difficulty of the course being waived into, but the volume of work required for the course load overall.
Potenti al i ssues that may result from overriding

1 Coursecontentand pacenay be to rigorous and inappropriate, and the level of extra help from
the teacher will not exceed that for other students.

1 The student may not acquire the learning and grade that they consider satisfactory despite their
best efforts.

1 There may be summer assignrisandconcepts to which the student has not yet been introduced
for which they will be held responsible.

1 It may be impossible to change levels due to schedule or space limitations; the student may have
to cope with an inappropriapacement for the dation of the course

1 If alevel change is made, the grade from the original class level will tran&feand be
incorporated into the term, semester, and final grade for the course (grades from the previous
level class are not adjusted for level)

A prerequisite for a course cannot be waived, and students can only override up offesjeaed in a
course is limited, prioritguring schedulingvill be given to students recommended by their teacher

After discussing as a family, the studantl parent/guardiamust completephysically sign, andubmit

the Override Formby the stated deadline to confirm that they are aware of the possible consequences and

wish to enroll in a course that was not recommended. Wheregigtering for coursestine through

PowerSchool, the student must select the course recommended by the teacher. OveeitieeFormis

submitted t he school counselor wild@ make the adjust mel
PowerSchool. No overrides will be acceptedratte deadline.

Course Selection February/March

During this period of time, students plan their courses of study for the following academic year. Students
preregister for courses online through the PowerSchool portal, then meet individually witkctioot

counselor to discuss plans, ensure all requirements are met, and finalize all selections, including alternate
choices for electives.

The end of March is the deadline for all changes
recommendatiorStudents are committed to their selected courses for the next school year. Students who

do not preregister through PowerSchool or meet with their school counselor during the course selection
window will have their courses chosen for them.

Master Schedule 2velopment- April/May

Throughout April and May, the administration processes student course requests, determines whether
courses have sufficient enrollment to run and the number of sections for each course, assigns available
staffing, and creates tmaaster schedule. Alongside the master schedule development, the Board of
Education finalizes its budget to determine staffing levels and available resources for the coming school
year. The master schedule is developed largely based on the course regdediy students. Every

11


https://shs.westportps.org/departments/guidance/scheduling/override-form

effort will be made to offer a sufficient number of sections to meet all student requests for a course.

However, a course may be canceled if there is not a sufficient number of student requests or due to

staffing, facility, and/or bdgetary limitations. Conversely, when more students request a course than can

be accommodated, not all students may be able to enroll in the course. If this is the case, unless otherwise
specified in the course description, priority will be given to sttglby grade level, teacher
recommendation, and the studentds need to ful fildl

Finalizing Schedules June/Summer

In June, students will receive verification of their scheduled courses, without teacher names or periods.
Students g responsible for contacting their school counselor at this time if there are errors.

Since the master schedule is built each year primarily based on what students select, the majority of
course requests are typically met. In some cases, however,tstadeplaced into alternate choices,

either due to limited space availability in a course, a course being canceled due to insufficient enroliment,
or a conflict between courses meeting during the same pésaal result, students and their families
mustprepare for the possibility that they will not receive all of their course req&es$tsol counselors

will resolve schedule conflicts with any impacted students before the end of the school year.

There are few substantive reasons for requesting conasges at this time, and such requeits

follow a waitlist process. Students must completeGbarse/Schedule Change Request Fawailable
through theSHS School Counselinwebsite with studentandparent/guardiasignaturesand clearly

state legitimate educational rationale for the request. Requests will be reviewed before schedules are
released. Changes will require administrative approvakugct to space availability, and will only be
granted in rare circumstances.

In August, students will be able to view their complete schedule online through the PowerSchool portal. It
is expected that schedules will remain firm and studentscanenitted to their scheduled courses for the
full school year.

SCHEDULE CHANGES

Once schedules are released, there is a set time window for students to make a very specific set of
permitted schedule changes:

Permitted Schedule Changes Deadline

Changeas a result of successful completion of an apprg Start of the upcoming school year
summer acceleration course
Change as a result of a failed course from the previous| Start of the upcoming school year
Correction to a course scheduled in erroth®/school Start of the upcoming school year
Change needed to meet a Staples graduation requirem Start of the upcomingchool year
or specific, documented college or psstondary
institutionds requirement
state university)

Add a course to fill an incomplete schedule or insufficie Start of the upcoming school year
number of credits
Add a course during an unscheduled period if there is | End of tke 4th school day of the current
space available and doesiterm

schedule

12


https://shs.westportps.org/departments/guidance/forms

Drop a course to take a free period with parent/guardia
permission

End of the 30tlschool day of the curren
term for a fultyear or semester course
and 15th school day of the current tern
for a quarter coursgsee course
withdrawal policy below)

Change to a lower level in the same course with
parent/guardian permission and teacher recommendati
(i.e., from AP to Honors, Honorsto A, Ato B,orBto C
the same course; note: many AP courses do not allow
|l evel changes, as ther eos
A level)

No set deadline (see guidelines below

Change to a higher level in the same course with
parent/guardian permission, current teacher
recommendation, and department coordinator approva
(i.e., Cto B, Bto A, A to Honors, or Honors to AP of the

same course)

No set deadline; only considered in rar
circumstances and after a reasonable
time window has passed for current
teacher to fairly assess student

There will be no other schedule chasgermitted once the school year starts, including changes to

electives and changes for second semester. Staples, Coleytown, and Bedford counselors meet individually

with every student and often have follayp conversations with students and parents/galasd Teachers
spend considerable time making thoughtful, individualized recommendations for each student in their
classes. Budget and staffing levels are determined in the spring for the following school year based on
student course selections. In retéwnthe time and effort devoted to developing individual programs for
each student and constructing and funding a master schedule based on student requests, students and
families are trusted to put significant thought into the decisions that are madg ttieralotted course
selection period and make a commitment to following through on these requests.

Level Changes

Students are urged to make thoughtful decisions when selecting their courses, challenge themselves
appropriately, balance cof-school commitments responsibly, persist in the face of challenges, and take
advantage of available school resources. Staplesscounselors, administrators, and faculty are
committed to assisting students with developing the skills and strategies necessary to be successful as
well as the resilience to handle academic difficulties that arise.

Dropping or changing levels incurse should therefore be viewed as a last resort. Nevertheless, there
may be times when, despite a full effort from the student, a particular course placement proves to be
beyond their abilities or they may feel overwhelmed by their overall course load.

Many AP courses do not al

ow for | evel changes,

level (e.g., AP English Language and Composition, AP European History, AP Environmental Science).
Should a student in an AP course without a similarrs® offered at the Honors or A level find the course
to be too difficult once the deadline to add a new course has passed, they would need to drop the AP
course altogether without credit and add a replacement course for a future term (see course Wwithdrawa

policy below).

To facilitate a level change in a course, the student should consult with their teacher, school counselor,
and parent/guardian. After demonstrating that all other options have been exhausted, if the student still
wishes to make the levehange, written permission from the parent/guardian to the school counselor is

required, along with a recommendation from the teacher to make the change. The school counselor will

13
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then attempt to make the schedule change with the least amount of distuptiornt h e
while keeping class sizes balanced.

student 6s

There is no deadline to make a level change in the same course (i.e., from AP to Honors, Honors to A, A
to B, or B to C of the same course). However the 202223 school yealevel changesannot be made

within the last five school days within each tefRiBD for 202324).

Students and parents/guardians should be aware, however, that level changes are subject to space
availability, as e needs of the individual student have to be balawitedhe needs of all students who
could be impacted if a change were mddesome cases, it is impossible to change levels due to schedule
or space limitations so that the student may have to cope with an inapprplariatmentor theduration

of thecourse be made t hat

schedule.

or a change can

necessitates

When a level change is made, all grades earned from the previous level class will be carried over and
combined with grades earned in the new classrieezat the final grade (gradé®m the previous level
classare not adjusted for level). The final level appearing on the transcript, as well as credit earned, will

reflect the course in which the student is enrolled after the level change.

Course Withdrawals

The deadline to drop a course altogether without record and have the course removed from the transcript
is the end of the 30#thool day of the term for fullear courses, firstemester courses, and second

semester courses and 15th school dapheterm for quarter courses.

Students dropping a course after the drop deadline will adhere to the following policy:

Full-Year Class

After the 30thschool day of the term, the student will receive a W

(Withdrawn) up to the last day of the &etnester. At the beginning of the
2ndsemester, the student will receive a WP (Withdrawn Passing) if the
student is passing the class at that time or a WF (Withdrawn Failing) if th
student is failing the class at that time.

First Semester Class

After the 30thschool day of the term, the student will receive a W
(Withdrawn) up to the last day of the tisiarter. At the beginning of the 2n¢
guarter, the student will receive a WP (Withdrawn Passing) if the studen
passing the class at that timeaoWF (Withdrawn Failing) if the student is
failing the class at that time.

Second Semester
Class

After the 30thtschool day of the term, the student will receive a W
(Withdrawn) up to the last day of the 3pdarter. At the beginning of the 4th
quarter the student will receive a WP (Withdrawn Passing) if the student
passing the class at that time or a WF (Withdrawn Failing) if the student
failing the class at that time.

Quarter Class

After the 15th school day of the term, the student will receaiWWP
(Withdrawn Passing) if the student is passing the class at that time or a

(Withdrawn Failing) if the student is failing the class at that time.

Not e: W

GPA.

or

WP wi | | not be factored |sittwdeirmif
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CREDIT RECOVERY DUE TO FAILURE OF A COURSE OR POOR ATTENDANCE

Students who have failed or lost credit for courses required for graduation can make up the credit in the
following ways. Availability and offerings will vary based on thegmam and enrollment in a given year.
School counselor and department coordinator approval is required with each option.

1. Retake the course at Staples during the following semester or school year (no additional cost to
family)

2. Retake the course online thghuPLATOif available(no additional cost to family)

3. Retake the course through Westport Continuing Education High School Academics summer
programif offered (family covers cost)

4. Retake the course through a different educational institution, online orsorpgamily covers
cost)

Note: The educational institution/online provider must be accredited and have the ability to
deliver a transcript upon completion of the course. The student must complete-Amproval
Form for Coursework Outsidgtaples High Schophvailable on th&&HSSchool Counseling
website attaching a copy of the course description/syllabus and instructor information.

COURSE ACCELERATION

Westport Continuing Education (WCE) High School Academics

Westport Continuing Education High School Academics provides opportunities for students to take a
limited number of Staples High School classes during the summer for advaheentestudy subjects
that time during the regular school year does not allow. Chedk/ @t websitdor theHigh School
Academics Registration Foramd deadline for registration

Students should be aware of the following:

1 Staples students seeking to enroll in adiadit summer course must obtain prior written
approval from(1) the department coordinator of tbeurseto be takerand (2) their scool
counselorStudents outside of Westport Public Schools should obtain the equivalent of the above.

1 The hours of class time required for credit will be equivalent to the hours of instruction during the
school year.

1 Given the pace of classes, perfeatiadiance and punctuality are expected. If a student misses
more than two days of class for any reason, credit will not be griortéte course. Students
who have lost credit will have the opportunity to appeal to have their credit reinstated. To appeal,
the student must complete the Principal s Hear.i
Office. The deadline for appeals is August 13.

1 Courses follow the prescribed Staples High School curriculum and Staples High School
assessments.

1 Enrollment in folbw-up courseat Staples during the school year is contingent upon successful
completion of the summer course, teacher recommendation, and seat availabiligyasitbe
course, which is not guaranteed.

9 For Westport Continuing Education High School Agadss summer courses taken during the
high school years (starting with the summer between grades 8 and 9), credit will appear on the
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student s Staples transcript for the upcoming
studentds wmgeade point ave
1 For Westport Continuing Education High School Academics courses taken during the summer

bet ween grades 7 and 8 or earlier, the course
transcript for the upcoming school year, no high school crellibevawarded, and the grade will
not be factored into the studentds grade point

1 The deadline to drop a faredit Westport Continuing Education High School Academics
summer course without record and hleswransctiphe cour
is the end of the fifth day of the class. If the student withdraws from the course after this date, the
student will receive a W (Withdrawn) on their Staples transcript and no credit will be given.

1 The deadline to request pass/fail gradim@ forcredit Westport Continuing Education High
School Academics summer course is the end of the fifth day of the class.

1 No refunds will be given for withdrawals from foredit courses.

Determination as to whether any{ftnedit summer school courséliwun will be made bywestport

Continuing Educatiobased on enrollment. There is ho guarantee that any individual course will run.
Students and parents/guardians will be notified as soon as a decision is made. In the event that a course
must be cancelled due to lack of enroliment, a full refund will bered. It is therefore recommended

that students, after consultation with their school counselor and parent/guardians, artioiéin

manner

Courses Through Other Educational Institutions

Any Staples student may choose to take an online courseisecat another educational institution

simply fortheirown enrichment and with the family bearing all responsibility for cost. If the student

wishes for the course to fulfill a Staples graduation requirement or be used for accelerated advancement
within a course sequence, school counselor and department coordinator approval must be granted prior to
enrolling in, and then upon completion of, the course according to the process described below. The
educational institution/online provider must be accredited have the ability to deliver a transcript upon
completion of the course; acceleration based solely on private tutoring is not permitted.

1. The student discusses the request idtir school counselor, including the appropriateness of the
course and its implications at Staples.

2. The student completes tRee-Approval Form for Coursework Outside Staples High School
available on th&HSSchool Counselinvebsite attaching a copy of the course
description/syllabus and instructor information. The deadlinesfguests is June 1 for summer
acceleration courses

3. The schootounselor checks that course prerequisites have been fulfilled, then signs off on the
pre-approval form if approved.

4. The appropriate department -appovalfdiinandt or r evi ews
accompanying documentation, indicates any departmextuwsespecific conditions or
requirements that the student must fulfill, and signs off on the form if approved.

5. The student enrolls in and completes the course. Summer acceleration courses must be completed
by August 15.

6. Upon successful completion of theurseand no later than August 20 for summer courdes
student providetheir school counselor with an official transcript reflecting the final grade and
credit awarded by the other educational institution.

7. To assure that the appropriate course staisdaave been met and for proper placement, the
student will be required to take a comprehensive midterm exam, final exam, and/or other
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comparable assessment. (Note: This requirement may be waived at the discretion of the
department coordinator.)

In accadance with school policy, only courses taken and grades earned at Staples High School, or

through Westport Continuing Education High School Academics during the high school years, will earn
Staples credit, appear on dtowad the gradd poimtadesmget Ageades c r i p
report from the other educational institution may be attached to the Staples transcript upon request.

If the student does not obtain prior approval for a cotineymay not accelerate and must enroll in the
corresponding Staples course.

World Language Immersion Programs and Acceleration

Any Staples student interested in accelerated advancement within a world language course sequence or
placement into a specific world language course must contact the Worlddgedepartment

coordinator to request an interview to be conducted by a department member. The placement process will
consist of an interpersonal speaking skills assessment and evaluation of the level of writing skills, and

may include other assessmed¢emed necessary by the department coordinatorw®tid language

teacher and department coordinator will make a recommendation for appropriate placement based on the
student's demonstrated proficiency. The recommendation is then communicate8dioath€ounseling
Department for enrollment, provided that there is availability in the colinmgestudent and family are not
permitted to override the placement recommendation made by the world language teacher and department
coordinator.

PERSONALIZED LEARNING

Staples High School embraces a personalized approach to learning and the ability for students to pursue
off-campus educational programs, including online courses, college courses, and other opportunities to
learn beyond the traditiahclassroom setting. Staples High School is committed to providing a variety of
educational opportunities to students that will allow them to meet graduation requirements while
supporting their individual needs. Students wishing to take part in theseawpfies should work with

their school counselor to develop an appropriate program of study.

PLATO Online Courses

Online courses carry benefits to students with the independence, motivation, and interest to succeed.
Westport Public Schools is contracted with the Edmentum learning platform to deliver PLATO online
coursesPLATO provides the appropriate content and leferitical thinking expected of students,

along with the flexibility to customize courses to the expectations Staples holds in high Aagiuel.
boardsanctioned provider of online educational services, the cost of approved PLATO coursework will
be cwered by the school system.

A PLATO online course may be taken by Staples students in order to serve the following purposes:

1 Exploration of an area of interest through an eledbiased course

1 Retaking a required course for credit recovery due to &aiuldoss of credit for poor attendance

9 Supporting progress in a current Staples course, remediating skills and/or content knowledge, or
serving as an alternative educational program during a fornapflyoved extended absence, as
determined by the RTI, $&on 504, PPT, or administrative team
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The following stipulations apply to electh@msed PLATO online course enrolimeanfoliment for other
purposes is at the discretion of the RTI, Section 504, or PPT team or school adminjstration

1 Only students igrades 1€1L2 are eligible to take electi®sed online courses.

1 The student must be in good standing in terms of academics, behavior, and attendance and

demonstrate fit for the rigorous, independent demands of an online learning environment.

All preregusites must be met in order to take the course.

For online elective courses, the student must select from approved courses where there is no

equivalent Staples course.

1 An approved PLATO course may count toward the six required courses each semester for a

student to be considered fully enrolled.

Online elective course enrollment cannot exceed 1.0 credit per school year.

Online elective courses are semester courses. Students are expected to complete the course within

the semester they are enrolled.

1 Online eletive courses may be used to fulfill elective credit requirements only, not to fulfill
specific subject area graduation requirements.

= =4

=a =4

Enroliment in PLATO courses must be approved through the RTI, Section 504, or PPT team or by a
building administrator (grdelevel assistant principal or director @fhool counseling For credit

recovery or electivdased courses outside of the realm of formal student intervention teams (i.e., RTI,
504, PPT), the student will discuss the potential coursethdinparent/guardian and school counselor,
then the school counselor will request approval from the geaa assistant principal and/or director of
school counselingThe school counselor will work with the Personalized Learning Teacher to enroll the
studenin the PLATO course. The student must complete, and will be held to, a contract outlining
specific course standards and expectations.

Students engaging in PLATO courses for elective purposes diadelithe course with the intent of new
learning thats not offered by Staples. If a student is enrolled in a course that then indicates a strong prior
knowledge, the student will not be eligible for course credit. Prior knowledge will be determined by the
amount of exemptions a student has in a module las#tk pretest assessment. If a student is exempt
from 30 percent or more of the class material, it will be considered ineligible for credit.

PLATO courses will earn Staples High School credi
designaibn (online). Unless otherwise specified by the RTI, Section 504, PPT, or administrative team, the
student will receive a letter grade for the course, and the grade will be factored into the grade point

average as an elective course (no level weight)stealents considering college athletics, Staples

PLATO courses are not currently approved as core courses by the NCAA.

Independent Learning Experiences

The Independent Learning Experience is a pathway for learners who want to accelerate their learning
beyond the classroom setting. This pathway is available to students in graddes/h0 exhibit a strong

desire to work independently on an enriching pripjeaursework or independent study that is not

otherwise offered at Staples High School. Through an Independent Learning Experience, students spend a
semester or full year independently or collaboratively moving forward to bring that passion project to
fruition, with the support of the Independent Learning Experience teacher and a faculty Stenemts
showcase and present their work at the conclusion of their studies. A review panel is assembled with
content area specialists, the Independent Learnipgr®nce teacher, and administrators.

Credit and assessment for an Independent Learning Experience will be awarded in the following ways:
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1 Pass/Falil
1 .5 credit for semester independent learning; 1.0 credit fey&at independent learning

Students are alleed to enroll in one full credit of independent learning per school year, which can be
each semester for two different Independent Learning Experiences, or a full year for one extended
Independent Learning Experience. If students wish to pursue morerthdullacredit of independent
learning, they must receive permission from their school counselor, the diresttrool counselingand
their gradelevel assistant principal.

The drop deadline for an Independent Learning Experience is thirty days afteviteemester begins, as

is the case for all courses at the high school. If a student drops the Independent Learning Experience after
the 30th school day of the term, the student will receive a W (Withdrawn) up to the last day of the 1st or
3rd quarter. Athe beginning of the 2nd or 4th quarter, the student will receive a WP (Withdrawn

Passing) if the student is passing the class at that time or a WF (Withdrawn Failing) if the student is

failing the class at that time.

Visit the SHS Independent Learning Experiences wellsitenore information

Teaching Assistants

As a Teaching Assistant (TA), students serve as an apprentice to the teacher outside of the role as a
student. A TA experience is intended to foster a
build lifelong skills.Students may only requestlie a Teaching Assistant once their schedule has been
created for the school year in which they would |||
aligns with a particular course in which they would like to be a Teaching Assistant, the strudgdte

made directly to the teacher of this course. Thi s
would be involved in overseeing the work of the teaching assi§t@animore information and access to

the plan/contracstudents shouldontact theirschool counselor or TA coordinator, Mrs. Karen

Thompson, akthompson@westportps.arg

Community Service Credit

Students are eligible to earn credit for community service they have completed (.5 credit for 60 hours).
Credit may only be earned for community service conducted while enrolled as a Staples student and
outside of the school day, starting with the sumnagwben grades 8 and 9. Students may earn no more

than .5 credit for community servicBommunityservice credit counts toward fulfilling the

electives/additional credits graduation requirement. Community service does not count toward the number
of courses student is required to take each semester in order to be considered fully enrolled. Students
receive a grade of Pass for community service, which is not calculated in the grade point average.
Students must complete ti®mmunity Service Credit Fordescibing their service experience and

provide a signed letter from their supervisor that verifies the activity and number of hours completed.

University of Connecticut Courses Through Early College Experience (ECE)

UConn Early College Experienéga concurrent enroliment program for motivated high school students.
Students can take UConn courses at Staples for both high school and college credit for a fraction of the
cost of normal college tuition. These challenging courses allow students to preview college work, build
confidence in their readiness for college, and earn college credits that provide both an academic and a
financial head start on a college degree andrgibstsecondary opportunities. The UConn ECE courses

at Staples High School are:
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UConn Course

Staples Course

ENGL 1007: Seminar in Academic Writing and Multimodal
Composition(4 UConn credits)

Literacy, Identity, & Community
(.5 SHS credit)

HRTS 1007: Introduction to Human Rigl{gsUConn credits)

Contemporary World Studigsb
SHS credit)

MUSI 1003: Popular Music and Diversity in American Societ
(3 UConn credits)

Popular Music and Diversity in
American Societyl SHS credit)

FREN 3250: Global Culture in Frenclif3d UConn credits)
FREN 3268: Grammar and CompositighUConn credits)

AP French Language and Culture
(1 SHS credit)

GERM 3233: Building Language Skills through Cultu@ |
UConn credity)
GERM 3255 20" Century German Literatu@ UConn credits)

AP German Language and Cultur
(1 SHS credit)

ILCS 3239: Italian Composition & ConversatiofB8lUConn
credits)
ILCS 3240: Italian Composition & Conversation(3 UConn

credits)

Italian 4 Honorg1 SHScredit)

Teachers for these courses have been certified as UConn ECE Affiliate Faculty through UConn. Upon

completion of the course with a passing grade, enrolled students will receive college credits from UConn.
These credits are accepted at 87% of colleges amdraities across the countijote: Some colleges
only accept credit for college courses taken while in high school if the course credit is not applied to high

school graduation requirements. Therefore, we generally recommend that students taking E€E cour

plan to exceed the 26.0 total credits required for graduation from Staples. Students taking Contemporary

World Studies for ECE credit may wish to consider taking another area study in addition to satisfy the

social studies requirement.

ECEcoursearedesi gnated on the

at the college course level in tiéeightedGPA.

student 6s

Stapl es

Norwalk Community College High School Partnership (HSP) Program

The NCC High School Partnership program is desidaetighly motivated, academically qualified
students. Juniors and seniors with a 3.0 or higher grade point average are eligible to apply for this

program. NCC covers ttaost of tuition and registration fees; the student must purchase books, supplies,
andany lab fees if necessamnterested students must complete the Accuplacer Test to determine their
eligibility for collegelevel courses. Students may take up to two HSP courses per semester, outside of
t hrough

regular school hours; summer courses are not &vaile
expense.

Students earn college credit for a successfully completed course that can be used toward a degree or

HSP, but

certificate at NCC or transferred to another college. (Note: Some colleges will not aaosfartcredit
for a college course taken while in high scha@olonly accept credit for college courses taken while in

high school if the course credit is not applied to high school graduation requirements. Therefore, we
generally recommend that studetatking HSP courses plan to exceed2B® total credits required for
graduation from StaplgsA student may apply an HSP course toward the minimum 6 courses required for

full-time enrollment status at Staples. Students must select a course whererth@guisalent course

offered at Staples.

transci

may

be

In addition to the college credits earned, students will also earn 1.0 Staples High School credit for an HSP

onesemester threer fourc r e d i t cour se.
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graduation requirements as additional credits only and cannot be used to satisfy any specific subject area
requirement. The course name, letter grade assigned by NCC, and high school credit will appear on the
Staples transcript. The grade will be weightethatcollege course level in the GPA.

For more information, visit thEHSSchool Counselinwebsite

Staples Pathways Academy

The Staples High School Pathways Acadesy ia  frwitbihkaesacclh ool , 6 provi ding alt
educational opportunities for students experiencing difficulty succeeding in the traditional school setting.
The Pathways Academy enrolls a maximum of 25 students in grades 11 and 12 with the ingsxtingf cr

a small, supportive community of students. The Pathways Academy is designed to provide a place where
all students feel safe and free to explore their academic interests and achieve their personal goals. Within
the program, a team of English, Matltj&hce, and Social Studies teachers teach academic courses in
addition to providing opportunities for students to make personal connections with other members of the
program. An administrator oversees the program, and student supports such asentalboéalth staff

the school resource officer, and the student outreach counselor are available to help students enrolled in
the Pathways Academy. Meetings are held regularly to discuss the holistic needs of the students and
develop new programs to enhanagdsint learning and personal growth.

As for all students at SHS, Pathways Academy students must earn 26 credits to meet their graduation
requirements. Pathways Academy students must be enrolled in a minimum of three Pathways courses
each semester, regaedb of their credit/graduation status. The Pathways Academy operates during the
first four periods of the school day. Students may then enroll in electives, Health and Physical Education
courses, World Languages, community service, work study, or intpragportunities through the end of

the school day and beyond. The academic expectations of the Pathways Academy are the same as
traditional core classes, and all Pathways classes-grech

Pathways allows for more opportunities for students to eaditdrvased on netraditional learning
methods such as individualized instruction, peer coaching, pfugsed learning, interdisciplinary
projects, experiential learning, standabdsed instruction and learning, and community service. Each
week, commury meetings are held to allow Pathways Academy teachers the opportunity to check in
with students and confirm the plan for the day. There is an expectation that all Pathways Academy
students will continue to attend, meet the requirements of, and passebtire courses taken outside of
the Pathways schedule, as these courses are not offered within the Pathways Academy.

The alternative academic environment and personalized curriculum offered through the Pathways
Academy comes with certain academic exgiens for students. Continual enrollment in the Pathways
Academy requires students to take ownership and be responsible for their learning plan, contribute
positively to the Pathways community, and demonstrate proficiency in academic areas required for
graduation. Our expectation is that students will apply their interests, talents, knowledge, and skills
toward developing an academic plan to graduate and, in doing so, gain the confidence and skills in
preparation for their postecondary world.

For moreinformation, students should see their school counselor.

TECHNICAL AND MAGNET SCHOOL OPTIONS FOR WESTPORT STUDENTS
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Connecticut Technical High Schools

1 J.M. Wright Technical High Scho¢Stamford)

Wright Tech is an innovative high school with a technoldgh environment that prepares students for

jobs of the future. The dual curriculum allows students to pursue academic dmilews courses, while

also gaining reaivorld experience. Nine career technical education programs are offered in addition to
academic courses. They include automotive technology, carpentry, culinary arts, digital media, electrical,
health technology, information technology, mloing and heating, and hospitality, tourism, and guest
services.

In addition, the technical high schools listed below are available to students in Westport and may offer
other programs of interest:

9 BullardHavens Technical High Scho@ridgeport)
1 Henry Abbott Technical High Schofanbury)
9 Platt Technical High Scho¢@Milford)

Interdistrict Magnet Schools

1 Academy of Information Technology and EngineeriStamford)

AITE is committed to providing a rigorous, STEAMcused, college preparatory curriculum designed to
prepare and inspire students to reach their highest potential and contribute positively to the global
community. The followingacademic concentrations are offered: Architectural & Engineering, Biomedical
Sciences, Business, Fine Arts, and Information Technology.

1 Center for Global Studig®Norwalk)

The Center for Global Studies is an interdistrict magnet school committed to preparing students to
become citizens of a global society. Students learn Arabic, Chinese, or Japanese, study the cultures and
history of Asia or the Middle East, read literature from around the world, and travel engalostudy

tours to broaden their understanding of the world.

The Center for Global Studies offers the International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Progranyeatwo
liberal arts course of study that begins in 11th grade and serves as rigorous preparation for college.
Students may enroll in the entire program or opt to take individual IB classes.

9 The Interdistrict Science Magnet Schools atFh&child Wheeler Campu8ridgeport)

The Fairchild Wheeler Interdistrict Magnet Campus is an institution made up of thtieetdnagnet

schools that embrace diversity, civility, and multiculturalism and prepare graduates to solve problems and
apply new technologies within an interconnected and evolving global environment. Each of the schools
on the Fairchild Wheeler Campussha unique focus includinyerospace/Hydrospace Engineering &

Physical Science, Biotechnology Research and Zoological Sciences, and Information Technology &
Software Engineering.

1 Reaqional Center for the Ar{§rumbull)
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The Regional Center for the Arts is a pi@mie, public interdistrict magnet high school for Fairfield

County students interested in the performing arts. Students attend Staples in the morning for core
acadent subjects, then attend RCA in the afternoon from-#:36 p.m. Monday through Thursday to

pursue their interest in the areas of dance, music, theater, creative media/filmmaking, tech theater, and
musical theater. Based on 450 instructional hours frorte8dger to June, Staples students attending

RCA are eligible to earn 3.0 credits per school year, which count toward their Staples graduation
requirements. Credits are listed on the Staples transcript along with the letter grade assigned by RCA. The
grade vill be factored into the grade point average as an elective course (no level weight).

In addition, the interdistrict magnet schools listed below are available to students in Westport and may
offer other programs of interest:

Career High Schoo(New Haven)

Cooperative Arts and Humanities High Schdéw Haven)
Engineering and Science High Sch{ldew Haven)

High Schml in the CommunitfNew Haven)

Metropolitan Business Acadeniew Haven)

=A =4 -8 -8 =9

Charter Schools

1 Common Ground High School, Urban Farm and Environmental Education QdeteiHaven)

As t he n a trinoing&rsiirohnemaj aharter school, @@mmon Ground High School
curriculumchallenges and supports all students on their journey to college success, powerful
environmental leadership, meaningful careers, and healthy, hap@mabt livesAt all grade levels,
students can join in unigue electives and a wide range affedahool programs including creditaring
internships and green jobs opportunities.

Aquaculture/Agriculture Science and Technology Education (ASTE) Center

I The Sound Scho@gNew Haven)

The Sound School is the first ftlme ASTE center in the state of Connecticut to concentrate on the

study of aquaculture and marine trades. The congprgive academic program prepares students for a
postsecondary life that may include college, technical school, the military, or entering employment upon
graduation. The curriculum includes extensive exposure-tb@water and waterelated activities rad
coursework such as nautical drafting, marine research, aquaculture production, and vessel handling and
safety at sea.
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FOUR-YEAR COURSE PLAN

Subject Area

Grade 9 Grade 10

Grade 11

Grade 12

Humanities
English (4.0)
1.0 English 9

1.0English 10
2.0 Additional Courses

Humanities

Social Studies (3.0)
1.0 Global Themes
1.0 U.S. History

.5 Civics

.5 Area Study

Humanities
Visual & Performing Arts (1.0)

Humanities

Open Humanities (1.0)

Any additionalcourse(s) in English,
Social Studies, Visual & Performin
Arts, or World Languages

STEAM
Math (3.0)

STEAM
Science (3.0)

STEAM

Open STEAM (3.0)

Any additional courses in Math,

Science, Technology Education,
Media, or otherselected courses

World Languages (2.0)
Any one world language in sequen

Health & PE (2.5)
1.0 Health
1.5 Physical Education

MasteryBased Diploma
Requirement (1.0)

Additional Credits (2.5)

Total Each Year
Total minimum credits required:

26.0 credits
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COURSE INDEX

Course Title Level Offered Credit Grade Offered

ACADEMIC SUPPORT

Academic Support S1, S2 5 910 1112
Bridge 9 Program Full-Year 1.0 9

Bridge 10 Program Full-Year 1.0 10
Wellness Seminar S1, S2 5 910 1112
ART

2-DIMENSIONAL ARSCOURSES

Studio Art Foundations S1, S2 5 910 11 12
Drawing S1,S2 5 910 11 12
Advanced Drawing S1,S2 5 10 11 12
Painting S1,S2 5 910 11 12
Advanced Painting S1, S2 5 10 11 12
Printmaking S1, S2 5 910 11 12
Advanced Printmaking S1, 82 .5 10 11 12
StudioPortfolio Honors H S1, S2 .5 10 11 12
AP Art & Design AP Full-Year 1.0 11 12
DIGITAL MEDIA ARTS/TECHNOLOGY COURSES

Animation S1, S2 .5 910 11 12
Advanced Animation S1, S2 5 910 11 12
Graphic Design S1, S2 5 910 11 12
AdvancedGraphic Design S1,S2 5 910 11 12
Photography S1, S2 5 910 11 12
AdvancedPhotography S1, S2 5 910 11 12
Photography Honors H S1, S2 5 10 11 12
Digital DesignHonors(Print) H S1, S2 5 10 11 12
Digital Design Honors (Motion) H S1, S2 5 10 11 12
AP Art & Design AP Full-Year 1.0 11 12
3-DIMENSIONAL ARECOURSES

Studio Art Foundations S1, S2 .5 910 11 12
Ceramic S1,S2 5 910 11 12
AdvancedCeramics S1, S2 5 10 11 12
Pottery S1,S2 5 910 11 12
Advanced Pottery S1, S2 5 10 11 12
AP Art & Design AP Full-Year 1.0 11 12
CULINARY ARTS

Culinary Arts 1 S1, S2 5 10 11 12
Culinary Arts 2 S1,S2 5 10 11 12
Advanced Culinary Arts Full-Year 1.0 11 12

Food in Literature (Culinary) S1, S2 5 11 12
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ENGLISH

GRADE 9COURSES

English 9 A
English 9 Honors H
GRADE 10 COURSES

English 10 A
English 10 Honors H

GRADES 11 & 12 COURSES

Advanced Journalism A

AP English Language and Composition AP

AP English Literature and Composition AP

British Literature A

Childrendés LiteratAre

Contemporary American Literature

Critical Analysis of Film & Literature

Food in Literature (English)

Gothic & Horror Literature

Graphic Narratives & Visudliteracies

Introduction to Journalism

Irish Literature

Literacy, Identity, & Community
(option for UCONN ECE)

Literature of Gender, Sex, Klentity

Mythology & the Bible as Literature

Mythology & the Bible as Literature
Honors

Nonfiction & New Literacies

Reading & WritingFiction

Reading & Writing Poetry

Rhetoric & Persuasion

Shakespeareonors

Sports Literature, Research, & Compositién

Voices of Protet in American Literature A

World Literature A

I>»>» 2»>»2>»2>>>>>r
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ESOL
English for Speakers of Other Languages

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION

GRADE 9 COURSES

Freshman Health (Health)
Freshman Mind & Body (Health)
Freshman Aquatic Activities (PE)
Freshman Team Games (PE)
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Full-Year
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Full-Year
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S1, S2
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GRADE 10 COURSES

Sophomore Wellness (Health)
Sophomore Cooperative Games (PE)
Sophanore Lifetime Activities (PE)
Sophomore Racquet Games (PE)

GRADE 11 REQUIRED COURSES
Junior Health
Mindset& Physical Performance

Q1,Q4
Q1,Q4
Q2,Q3
Q2,Q3

Q1,Q2,Q3,Q4
Q1,Q2,Q3,Q4

HEALTH & PHYSICALEDUCATION ELECTIVE COURSES

High Performance Fitness

Lifeguard Training

Physical Education Leaders

Physical Education Leaders

Science of Movemerih Yoga and Dance
Team Physical Education

Unified Physical Education

MATH

Applied Math C
AlgebralC C
Algebra 1 B B
Algebra 1 A A
Geometry C C
Geometry B B
Geometry A A
Geometry Honors H
Algebra 2 C C
Algebra 2 B B
Algebra 2 A A
Algebra 2 Honors H
Financial Algebra C
PreCalculus B B
Pre-Calculus A A
Pre-Calculus Honors H
Calculus Honors H
AP Calculus AB AP
AP Calculus BC AP
Calculus BC Plus AP
Multivariable Calculus AP
Differential Equations AP
AP Statistics AP
Statistics & Probability A
Advanced Statistics in thgocial Sciences A
Accounting A
Discrete Math A
Personal Financial Management A
Financial Decision Making in the A

Digital Age
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Full-Year
Full-Year
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MEDIA

Advanced Video Editing

Audio Production 1

Audio Production 2

Narrative Film Production

Radio Production 1

Radio Production 2

TV Studio & Documentary Production 1
TV Studio & Documentary Production 2

MUSIC

MUSIC ENSEMBLES

Anima Cantorum

Anima Cantorun{Shared

Bella Voce

Bella Voce(Share(l

Choralaires

ChoralairegSharegl

Treble Chorus

Treble ChorugShaed

Freshman Concert Band

Freshman Concert Bari8haredl
Symphonic Band

Symphonic BandSharedl

Freshman OrchestiaStrings
Freshman OrchestiiaStrings(Sharegl
Sophomore OrchestiiaStrings
Sophomore OrchestiiaStrings(Sharedl
Symphonic Orchestria Strings
Symphonic Orchestria Strings(Share)

S1, S2
S1, S2
S1, S2
S1, S2
S1, S2
S1, S2
S1, S2
S1, S2

Full-Year
Full-Year
Full-Year
Full-Year
Full-Year
Full-Year
Full-Year
Full-Year
Full-Year
Full-Year
Full-Year
Full-Year
Full-Year
Full-Year
Full-Year
Full-Year
Full-Year
Full-Year

*All ensemble courses may be taken for honors credit.

MUSIC ELECTIVE ENSEMBLES
Chamber Orchestra

Jazz Ensemble

Orphenians

CLASSROOMIUSIC COURSES

AP Music Theory AP

Beginning Piano

Music Technology

Popular Music and Diversity in AmericanAP
Society (option for UCONN ECE)

SCIENCE

MULTIDISCIPLINARYSCIENCE
Accelerated Science 1 A
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Accelerated Science 2

LIFE SCIENCE COURSES
Biology B

Biology A

Biology Honors

AP Biology

AP Environmental Science
Anatomy & Physiology
Animal Behavior
Biotechnology
Environmental Science
Forensics

Horticulture

Marine Biology

Medical Terminology
Zoology

CHEMISTRY COURSES
Chemistry B

Chemistry A

Chemistry Honors

AP Chemistry

PHYSICS COURSES

Physics B

Physics A

Physics Honors

AP Physics 1

AP Physics C: Mechanics & E&M

EARTH SCIENCE COURSES
Earth Science

Solar System Astronomy
Stars, Galaxies, & the Universe

COMPUTER SCIENCE COURSES
AP Computer Science A

AP Computer Science Principles
Applied Algorithmic Design
Building Web Applications
Embedded Systems Programming
Introduction to Programming
Introduction to Web Programming
Mobile App Development

ENGINEERING COURSES

3-D Design & Engineering
Aerospace Science

CreAtive Technological Solutions
Engineering & Applied Physics
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Materials &Design (MAD) Science A S1,S2 5 910 11 12

RESEARCH COURSES
Scientific Researchlonors H Full-Year 1.0 10 11 12

SOCIAL STUDIES

GRADE 9 COURSES

Global Themes A Full-Year 1.0 9

Global Themes Honors H Full-Year 1.0 9

GRADE 10COURSES

U.S. History A Full-Year 1.0 10

U.S. History Honors H Full-Year 1.0 10

AP U.S. History AP Full-Year 1.0 10 11 12
Latin American Studies A S1, S2 5 10 11 12
GRADES 11 & 12: CIVICS COURSES

AP U.S. Government and Politics AP Full-Year 1.0 11 12
AP U.S. Gov. and Politics (We the Peopl&P Full-Year 1.0 11 12
United State§&sovernment A S1, S2 5 11 12
Current Issues: U.S. Media & Politics A S1, S2 5 11 12

*Civics courses may also be taken as electividwifCivics requirement has been met.

GRADES 11 & 12: AREA STUDY COURSES

African Studies A S1, S2 .5 11 12

Contemporary World Studies A S1, S2 5 11 12
(option for UCONN ECE)

East Asian Studies A S1, S2 5 11 12

Latin American Studies A S1, S2 5 10 11 12

Middle East Studies A S1, S2 5 11 12

*Area Study courses may also be taken as electives if the Area Study requirement has been met.

GRADES 11 & 12: ELECTIVE COURSES

AP European History AP Full-Year 1.0 11 12

AP Macro/Microeconomics AP Full-Year 1.0 11 12

AP Psychology AP Full-Year 1.0 12

AP U.S. History AP Full-Year 1.0 10 11 12

AP World History: Modern AP Full-Year 1.0 11 12

African American, Black, Latino, and A Full-Year 1.0 11 12
Puerto Rican Studies

Anthropology A S1, S2 5 11 12

Child Psychologyformerly Psychology A S1, S2 5 11 12
Of Child Development)

Environmental Social Studies A S1,S2 5 11 12

Introduction to Economics A S1,S2 5 11 12

Introduction to Psychologfformerly A S1, S2 5 11 12
Understanding Psychology)

Women in Society A S1, 82 .5 11 12

TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION
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Technology Education 1
Technology Education 1
Technology Education 2
Advanced Technology Education

THEATER

Theater 1: Acting Fundamentals

Theater 1: Acting FundamentdlsShared

Theater 1: Acting Fundamentals
Theater 2: Advanced Acting
Theater 2: Advanced Acting
Theater 2: Advanced ActirigShared
Theater 3: Acting Technige

Theater 3: Directing
Costume/Design Theater

Stagecraft: Scene Design & Construction

WORLD LANGUAGES

French1 A

French 2 A

French 2 Honors

French 3 A

French 3 Honors

French 4 A

French 4 Honors

French5 A

French 5 Honors

AP French Language and Culture
(option for UCONN ECE)

German 1A

German 2 A

German 2 Honors

German 3 A

German 3 Honors

German 4 A

German 4 Honors

German5 A

Germans Honors

AP German Language
(option for UCONN ECE)

Italian 1 A

Italian 2 A

Italian 2 Honors

Italian 3 A

Italian 3 Honors

Italian 4 A

Italian 4 Honors
(option for UCONN ECE)

I>»I>»IT>»>» PPI>PI>PIP>P>I>r PIP>PIP>PIP>PI>D>
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Full-Year
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Latin 1 A

Latin 2 A

Latin 2 Honors

Latin 3 A

Latin 3 Honors

Latin 4 A

Latin 4 Honors

AP Latin

MandarinChinese 1 A
Mandarin Chinese 2 A
Mandarin Chinese 2 Honors
Mandarin Chinese 3 A
Mandarin Chinese 3 Honors
Mandain Chinese 4 A
Mandarin Chinese 4 Honors
Mandarin Chinese 5A
Mandarin Chinese 5 Honors
AP Chinese Language and Culture
Spanish1 C

Spanish 1 B

Spanish 1 A

Spanish 2 C

Spanish 2 B

Spanish 2 A

Spani$ 2 Honors

Spanish 3 B

Spanish 3 A

Spanish 3 Honors

Spanish 4 B

Spanish 4 A

Spanish 4 Honors

Spanish 5 A

Spanish 5 Honors

AP Spanish Language and Culture
AP Spanish Literature and Culture
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ﬂg/'% ACADEMIC SUPPORT

ACADEMIC SUPPORT

.5 credit Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 S1, S2

PrerequisiieRec ommendati on by a member of the student 6s
Graduation Requirement Areadditional credits only

Academic Support is designed for students whose acagenimrmance indicates a need for support.

This course is designed to help students develop study techniques and receive assistance to better manage
their course. Emphasiss placed on the development of critical reading and writing skills, organizational

skills, note taking, studying techniques, communication skills, and exploring learning styles. Students

work with the teacher to set goals and monitor their progress toward those goals throughout the semester.

BRIDGE 9 PROGRAM

1.0 credit Grade 9 Full-Year

Prerequisite: Recommendati on by a member of the
Graduation Requirement Area: additional credits only

The purpose of the Bridge Program is to provide proactive support for freshmen who may need more
support to ensure a successfahsition to high school. Students are assigned 1:1 teacher mentors for
their freshman year. The students actively work to create a collaborative environment while also working
to engage in all Staples High School has to offer. The focus is on acadepuct@and the overall social
emotional health of students and building positive relationships in the school community.

BRIDGE 10 PROGRAM

1.0 credit Grade 10 Full-Year

Prerequisite: Recommendation by a member of the
Graduation Regirement Area: additional credits only

The purpose of the Bridge Program in grade 10 is to continue to provide proactive support for
sophomores who may have benefited from the mentor program in grade 9. Within the Bridge 10 Program
are two mentors who welinvolved in the grade 9 program along with an academic support teacher. The
students will continue to actively work to create a collaborative environment while also engaging in all
Staples High School has to offer. The focus in Bridge 10 is on builditigef independence in academic
endeavors and positive relationships in the school community.

WELLNESS SEMINAR

.5 credit Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite: None

Graduation Requirement Areas: Open STEAM

Wellness Seminar is@ne semester class designed for students who want to develop and maintain

healthy relationships, communicate effectively, and manage the emotional ups and downs of teenage life.
This course is a schebhsed adaptation of Dialectical Behavioral Skillsifiray. Interested students are
encouraged to speak with their school counselor.
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ART DEPARTMENT OVERVIEW

)

The Visual Arts program at Staples High School offers an extensive selection of courses in a variety of art
media. All courses expand and build on the knowledge of formal art concepts and composition, as well as
drawing from observation, creative probleoiving skills, communication, and personal expression.
Students have the opportunity to explore a variety of art media at the beginner and advanced levels,
including 2D, 3-D, and Digital Media Arts.

Studio Art Foundations is an excellent starting pfonsstudents planning to take additio2aD or 3-D
course offeringsind vital to students who will pursue pssicondary studies at an art school or a career
in art. Students are encouraged to begin their art studies as early in their high schoos gresbke to
ensure adequate training for portfolio development and advancement to the AP level, if desired. It is
important that students explore a variety of art media in order to becormmumiled artists.

For acceptance into the AP Art & Design csry students must have completed a minimum of four
semesters of art courses, at least one of which must be at the honors level, plus approval through a
department review of their portfolio. It is strongly recommended that students have two semesters in
media other than their honors art course.

Students may repeat any advantegel art course to prepare for honors/AP level classes. Lessons will be
individualized according to student ability and experience.

For detailed course information and studentknexamples, go twestportpsarts.org



https://www.westportpsarts.org/course-of-study-1

2-DIMENSIONAL ARBCOURSES

STUDIO ART FOUNDATIONS

.5 credit Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 S1, S2

Prerequisite: None

Graduation Requirement Areas: Visual & Performing Ant©Open Humanities

Doyou love art ofany kind?Dpou know you want to take multiple a
media you want to specialize in? Or are you a senior looking to try a sampling of different art materials

for the first time? If so, Studio Art Foundations is the course for you! Ircthisse, you will gain

experience in both-B and 3D media, such as drawing, painting, printmaking, and clay. Note: Studio Art
Foundations is the prerequisite for the art courses in-ih@d 3D tracks, so it is important to take it

early in your high shool career if you plan to advance to the honors or AP levels in these media.

DRAWING

.5 credit Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 S1,S2
Prerequisite:Studio Art Foundations (d2-D Studio Artor 3-D Studio Art)
Graduation Requirement Areas: VisualR&rforming Artsor Open Humanities

This course is open to students who are serious about learning to draw from observation. Theories of
perception, fundamentals of visual thinking, and diiillding are covered through still life seps, the
study of Inear perspective, and value/shading.

ADVANCED DRAWING

.5 credit Grades 10, 11, 12 S1, S2

Prerequisite: Drawing

Graduation Requirement Areas: Visual & Performing Ant©Open Humanities

Note: This course can be taken multiple times teiither and department coordinator approval.

This course will build on the concepts and technical skitteducedn Drawing. Students will develop
greatercraftmanshigskills and work with more challenging compositions using a variety of drawing
media such as charcoal, pastel, and ink

PAINTING

.5 credit Grades9, 10,11, 12 S1,S2

Prerequisite: Studio Art Foundations (o+2 Studio Art or 3D Studio Art)
Graduation Requirement Areas: Visual & Performing AntOpen Humanities

This course is for students interested in learning how to use watercolor, oil paint, or acrylic paint to
express their ideas. Students will expand their knowledge of art concepts and techniques while creating
paintings in a variety of genres such as still lé@dscape, portraiture, and free choice subjects.

ADVANCED PAINTING

.5 credit Grades 10, 11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite:Painting

Graduation Requirement Areas: Visual & Performing Ant©Open Humanities

Note: This course can be taken multiple times teifither and department coordinator approval.
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This course offers the opportunity to continue the study of painting in any or all of four painting media:

oil paint, watercolor, acrylic, and digital painting. Emphasis is on interpretation and developing one w n
style and voice with paint. Students will further develop their craftsmanship skills and have more freedom
to explore personally expressive works.

PRINTMAKING

.5 credit Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 S1, S2

Prerequisite:Studio Art Foundations déraphic Design (or 2D Studio Art or 3D Studio Art)
Graduation Requirement Areas: Visual & Performing Ant©Open Humanities

This is acourse for students who want to explore printmaking to produce fine artiprinedia such as
intaglio, relief, screen printing, and experimental proceBgshe end of the semestetydents willhave
created a portfolio of prints

ADVANCED PRINTMAKING

.5 credit Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 S1, S2

Prerequisite: Printmaking

Graduation Requirement Areas: Vis&aPerforming Artsor Open Humanities

Note: This course can be taken multiple times with teacher and department coordinator approval.

This course is a continuatiaf Printmaking with instruction of more challenging techniques am
introductionto additional printmaking media. Students will further develop their craftsmanship skills and
have more freedom to explore personally expressive works.

STUDIO PORTFOLIO HONORS

.5 credit Gradesl0,11, 12 S1, S2

Prerequisite: Advanced Drawing or Advanceaiiing; portfolio review and teacher recommendation
are also required

Graduation Requirement Areas: Visual & Performing AntOpen Humanities

Note: This course can be taken multiple times with teacher and department coordinator approval.

This course offers the most serious art students the opportunity for advanced study, creative thought, and
in-depth pursuit of their personal artistic interest. Students will have the option to use their choice of a

variety of drawing and painting media. Emphas wi || be pl aced on student s
use in the pursuit of pesecondary experiences in art.

AP ART & DESIGN

1.0 credit Grades 11, 12 Full-Year

Prerequisite:Minimum of four semesters of art courses, at least one of whishbe at the honors level,
plus approval through a departmental review of their portfolio (note: it is strongly recommended that
students have two semesters in media other than their honors art course)

Graduation Requirement Areas: Visual & Performingsfar Open Humanitie

The AP Art & Design program consists of three different courses and AP Poeifalits; AP 2D Art

and Design, AP-® Art and Design, and AP Drawing. Students may choose to submit any of the AP
Portfolio exams. Students will curatecallection of 15 works to demonstrate inquiry through art and
design and development of processes and ideas over the course of a year. Portfolios submitted include
works of art, process documentation, and written information about the work presentey, stiMents
submit portfolios for evaluation based on specific criteria, which include skillful synthesis of materials,
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processes, and ideas and sustained investigation through practice, experimentation, and revision, guided
by questions.

This class redtes a substantial amount of time outside of class to complete the work. Depending on the
studentds choice of media, they may have to provi
foundation of skills with their choice of media as this class is regdan skildevelopment, but rather

on sustained investigation and discovery while satisfying the AP requirements. This course is not for

students looking to prepare college portfolios. Please see the Collegengtwsite for additional

information.

DIGITAL MEDIA ARTS/TECHNOLOGY COURSES

ANIMATION

.5 credit Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 S1, S2

Prerequisite: None

Graduation Requirement Areas: Visual & Performing Arts, Open Humaniie®pen STEAM

This introductory Animation course focuses on traditional beginner techniques. Students are
instructed through anidepth stefby-step process of character design, storyboarding,
thumbnail and frame design, script writing, and traditional pen and inkitges During the
course, students will also be introduced to significant animation artists, genres, and styles
popularized throughothe last century as well explore and crdlpebooks or

iki neographs. o

ADVANCED ANIMATION

.5 credit Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 S1, S2

Prerequisite: Animation

Graduation Requirement Areas: Visual & Performing Arts, Open Humaniti€3pen STEAM

Note: This coursean be taken multiple times with teacher and department coordinator approval.

In the Advanced Animation course, students examibe @gital character animation and its techniques

in depth. Students will complete animatiexercises and learn about principles of animation and laws of
motion. Using a variety of software and design programs, students will also learn how to transform their
creative ideas into reality. The history of animation as well as contemporary aniroat@nwill be

covered throughout the semester.

GRAPHIC DESIGN

.5 credit Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 S1, S2

Prerequisite: None

Graduation Requirement Areas: Visual & Performing Arts, Open Humaniti€3pen STEAM

This is an introductory course for students interested in digital art and graphic design. Students will obtain
a strong foundation in the elements of art, principledesfgn, typography, and composition in regard to

the field of graphic design, branding, and illustration. Students will become proficient in Adobe

Photoshop and lllustrator. Emphasis is on the process of creating and design thinking. The work of
famous dsigners of the past as well as current designers will be introduced and used as the inspiration for
some assignments.

ADVANCED GRAPHIC DESIGN
.5 credit Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 S1, S2
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Prerequisite: Graphic Design
Graduation Requirement Areas: Visual & Performing Arts, Open Humariti€3pen STEAM

Note: This coursecan be taken multiple times with teacher and department coordinator approval.

This is a course for students interested in digital art and grapsignd® continue their investigation of

the medium. Students will continue to develop their skills in Adobe Photoshop and lllustrator as well as
other Adobe software. Emphasis is on the creative process and design thinking. Each,dkerestean
opportunity for students to create design work for a "real world" client.

PHOTOGRAPHY

.5 credit Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 S1,S2

Prerequisite: None

Graduation Requirement Areas: Visual & Performing Arts, Open Humaniti€3pen STEAM

This isan introductory course on photography, cameras, and editing skills. Students will gain an
understanding of how to creatively capture images using the DSLR cameras provided in class. Emphasis
is placed on compositional awareness, creative camera contralgeesonal expression. Photographs

will be managed digitally. Editing techniques such as color correction, black and white conversion, and
multi-layer compositing will be explored through the use of software including Adobe Photoshop.
Celebrated works bgast and present photographers will be examined to help develop a personal
aesthetic sense and concept of thdrased imagery.

ADVANCED PHOTOGRAPHY

.5 credit Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 S1, S2

Prerequisite: Photography

Graduation Requirement Areas: Visual &fReming Arts, Open Humanitiesy Open STEAM

This course offers an opportunity to further refine technical camera skills while continuing to foster
aesthetic thought through the exploration of digital art as a mode for personal expression and
communicatn. Students conceptualize ideas and generate unique series of images using sophisticated
methods of image manipulation including HDR photography, camera RAW processing, and various
Photoshop techniques. Students should be able to work independently.

PHOTOGRAPHY HONORS

.5 credit Grades 10, 11, 12 S1, S2

PrerequisiiceAdvanced Photography and course instructor6s
Graduation Requirement Areas: Visual & Performing Arts, Open Humaniti€3pen STEAM

Note: This coursean be taken multiple times with teacher and department coordinator approval.

This is an advanced level course that encourages discussion of photographic processes within the context
of art history, traditionaflarkroomphotography, and digital media. Alternative photographic processes

and advanced digital editing will be explorddhis course will emphasize the steps involved in generating

a portfolio of images, a coherent body of work based upon a theme, concept, or selected subject matter.

DIGITAL DESIGN HONORS (PRINT)

.5 credit Gradesl0,11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite: Graphic Dgign; plus eitheAdvanced Graphic Desig Advanced Drawing, Animation, or
Photography; plus course instructorédés recommendat

Graduation Requirement Areas: Visual & Performing Arts, Open Humaniti€3pen STEAM
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In this course, students wdhgage with a variety of realorld, mediabased projects where the focus is

on identifying new ways to share and communicate information visually. Students will build on their
understanding of art and design formal concepts and have the opportuniti¢o fiaeir software and

digital media skills with an emphasis on creative thinking, problem solving, and collaboration. Students
will explore a variety of printnedia throughout the courdéomework utilizes Adobe Creative Suite
software and will be assigd weekly. Students will have access to the computer lab space in the Art
Department and Library Media Center.

DIGITAL DESIGN HONORS (MOTION)

.5 credit Gradesl0,11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite: Graphic Desigar Advanced Animatigrplus Advanced Graphic Ben, Advanced
Drawing, or Photography; plus course instructoros

Graduation Requirement Areas: Visual & Performing Arts, Open Humaniti€3pen STEAM

In this course, students will engage with a variety ofwaald, mediabased projects where the focus is

on identifying new ways to share and communicate information visually. Students will build on their
understanding of art and design formal concepts and have the opportunity to further their software and
digital mediaskills with an emphasis on creative thinking, problem solving, and collaboration. Students
will explore a variety of video and animation media throughout the course. Homework utilizes Adobe
Creative Suite software and will be assigned weekly. Studertsavié access to the computer lab space
in the Art Department and Library Media Center.

AP ART & DESIGN

1.0 credit Grades 11, 12 Full-Year

Prerequisite: Minimum of four semesters of art courses, at least one of which must be at the honors level,
plus approval through a departmental review of their portfolio (note: it is strongly recommended that
students have two semesters in media other than their honors art course)

Graduation Requirement Areas: Visual & Performing Arts, Open Humaniti€3penSTEAM (if student

focus is digital media arts)

The AP Art & Design program consists of three different courses and AP Poeifalits; AP 2D Art

and Design, AP-D Art and Design, and AP Drawing. Students may choose to submit any of the AP
Portfolio exams. Students will curate a collection of 15 works to demonstrate inquiry through art and
design and development of processes and ideas over the course of a year. Portfolios submitted include
works of art, process documentation, and written information dbewvork presented. In May, students
submit portfolios for evaluation based on specific criteria, which include skillful synthesis of materials,
processes, and ideas and sustained investigation through practice, experimentation, and revision, guided
by guestions.

This class requires a substantial amount of time outside of class to complete the work. Depending on the
studentdéds choice of media, they may have to provi
foundation of skills with their choice of medas this class is not based on sitélvelopment, but rather

on sustained investigation and discovery while satisfying the AP requirements. This course is not for

students looking to prepare college portfolios. Please see the Collegengdsite for aditional

information.

3-DIMENSIONAL ARBCOURSES

STUDIO ART FOUNDATIONS
.5 credit Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 S1, S2

39



Prerequisite: None
Graduation Requirement Areas: Visual & Performing Arts or Open Humanities

Do you love art of any kind? Doyou knowyawsa nt t o take multiple art cour
media you want to specialize in? Or are you a senior looking to try a sampling of different art materials

for the first time? If so, Studio Art Foundations is the course for you! In this course,ilygaiw

experience in both-B and 3D media, such as drawing, painting, printmaking, and clay. Note: Studio Art
Foundations is the prerequisite for the art courses in-i@d 3D tracks, so it is important to take it

early in your high school careiryou plan to advance to the honors or AP levels in these media.

CERAMICS

.5 credit Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 S1,S2
Prerequisite:Studio Art Foundations (or-P Studio Art or3-D Studio Ar}
Graduation Requirement Areas: Visual & Performing Antpen Humanities

This is an introductory course designed for students interested in learning about hand building techniques
such as making pinch pots, slab building, and working with clay coils. Glazing and decorating techniques
will be explored.

ADVANCE D CERAMICS

.5 credit Grades 10, 11, 12 S1, S2

Prerequisite: Ceramics

Graduation Requirement Areas: Visual & Performing AntOpen Humanities

Note: This course can be taken multiple times with teacher and department coordinator approval.

This course is for students who want to continue exploring clay hand building and explore more advanced
techniques. Students should be able to work independently.

POTTERY

.5 credit Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 S1,S2
Prerequisite:Studio Art Foundations (®-D Studio Art or3-D Studio Ar}
Graduation Requirement Areas: Visual & Performing Amt©pen Humanities

This is an introductory course where students will learn to create symmetrical forms and sculptures on the
wheel. A strong emphasis on form dodction will guide the creation of the projects. Excellence in both

the technical and aesthetic realms of clay expression will be stressed. Beginning glazing techniques will
be employed to create beautiful and functional pottdandbuilding techniquesilivalso be introduced

to enhance original pottery designs.

ADVANCED POTTERY

.5 credit Grades 10, 11, 12 S1, S2

Prerequisite: Pottery

Graduation Requirement Areas: Visual & Performing AntOpen Humanities

Note: This course can be taken multiple times with teacher and depatooedinator approval.
Advanced Pottery offers students an opportunity to further develop technical skills associated with
throwing on the wheel and surface decoration. Emphasis will be placed on the study of aesthetics and

critical thought to help studestlevelop a unique artistic vision. Students should be able to work
independently and understand the key concepts of how to work on the wheel, trim, and glaze.
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AP ART & DESIGN

1.0 credit Grades 11, 12 Full-Year

Prerequisite: Minimum of four semesief art courses, at least one of which must be at the honors level,
plus approval through a departmental review of their portfolio (note: it is strongly recommended that
students have two semesters in media other than their honors art course)

Graduation Rquirement Areas: Visual & Performing AdsOpen Humanities

The AP Art & Design program consists of three different courses and AP Portfolio exam® Akt 2

and Design, AP-D Art and Design, and AP Drawing. Students may choose to submit any of the AP
Portfolio exams. Students will curate a collection of 15 works to demonstrate inquiry through art and
design and development of processes and ideas over the course of a year. Portfolios submitted include
works of art, process documentation, and writtéorination about the work presented. In May, students
submit portfolios for evaluation based on specific criteria, which include skillful synthesis of materials,
processes, and ideas and sustained investigation through practice, experimentation, amdydistb

by questions.

Depending on the studentdés choice of media, they
should have a foundation of skills with their choice of media as this class is not based on skill
development, but rather on sustainevestigation and discovery while satisfying the AP requirements.

This course is not for students looking to prepare college portfolios. Please see the College Board website
for additional information.

This course requires a substantial amouninoé outside of class to complete the wdfkr 3D

pottery/ceramic/sculpture, this may be achieved by working during a free par&bbcal studio, or
investing in a home wheel/ceramic work space.
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Q CULINARY ARTS

CULINARY ARTS 1

.5 credit Grades 10, 11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite: None
Graduation Requirement Area: additional credits only

Culinary Arts 1 is an introductory course for students to experience working in a professional kitchen
environment, usingrofessional smallwares and equipment, while learning the principles of baking and

pastry. Emphasis is placed on technique and technology used in the food industry. Students will learn

safety and sanitation competencies, quantity food preparation andsiongefood storage requirements,

and weights and measurements. Studentsd objective:
competencies while preparing a wide range of baked goods. Products prepared include: cookies, biscuits,
quick breads, par-batters, tortillas and flatbreads, phyllo and French puff pastry, pies, pizza and

calzones, cinnamon rolls and yeast doughs, and cakes.

CULINARY ARTS 2

.5 credit Grades 10, 11, 12 S1,S2
Prerequisite: Culinary Arts 1

Graduation Requirement Area: adidhal credits only

As an extension of the Culinary Arts 1 course, students enrolled in Culinary Arts 2 will continue to follow

and apply the food preparation skills as they relate to the standards set by the food service industry.

Students will explorehie foods and cultures of a variety of international and regional American areas as

well. Students will use technology to aid them in this query. Each week, students will develop a menu

resulting from that inquiry and build on their production skills angpetencies through practical
application. Students will prepare a full range m
entrees, and desserts. The skills emphasized will be equipment identification and usage, preparation of

menu items, andafety and sanitation. Students will continue to apply and demonstrate their knowledge

and expertise through class production and sebaséd catered events.

ADVANCED CULINARY ARTS

1.0 credit Grades 11, 12 Full-Year
Prerequisite: Culinary Arts 2

Graduation Requirement Area: Open STEAM

The objective of this course is to continue to build on skills emphasized in both the Culinary Arts 1 and 2
classes and introduce business and management concepts, as well as recipe and menu development skills.
Lab workrevolves around menu production with extra emphasis on knife skills and production efficiency,
utilizing seasonal ingredients and ingredients un-
production leadership and creative initiative. Studevill take a much more {idepth approach to the

study of ingredients, recipes and menus. Students will continue to use technology to aid them in this

inquiry. Students will also continue to cater schibated events.
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FOOD IN LITERATURE (CULINARY)

Scredit Grades 11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite: English 10

Graduation Requirement Area: additional credits only

Note: Enrollment in this course is limited, and a lottery will be used to select students. If selected,
students must commit to taking twurse and may only drop or change if there is a conflict with a
different course and with administrative approval. Students must register for both Food in Literature
(Culinary) and Food in Literature (English) in the same semester.

Food writing is abouputting food in context through experimentation with cooking and a variety of

writing styles. This cdaught, doubleeriod course (with English) enables rigorous analysis and practice

in reading and writing higlguality, challenging material, while alsgperimenting in the test kitchen,

given studentSstdu derngdass wafl Istexdor.ess their writerso
maintaining a digital portfolio inspired by their experiences in the test kitdheaugh the study of

mentor texts, studesiwill study and create recipes, write resedrabed feature articles, craft personal

essays and memoirs, conduct interviews, engage in menu writing and the creation of food and restaurant
reviews, and learn how to incorporate photography and videoth#itowriting. Students will have the
opportunity to develop and perfect t Htevilbe reci pes
through studentsd experiences in the kitchen that
hone theifood writing abilities to effectively communicate with their audience.
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ENGLISH

Grades 9 & 10 Core and Elective Courses

Grade 9 Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 10
Core Courses Elective Courses Core Courses Elective Courses
English 9 Introduction to English 10 Introduction to
English 9 Honors Journalism English 10 Honors Journalism
Advanced Journalism

Grades 11 & 12 Elective Courses

Full-Year Elective Courses Semester Elective Courses*
Advanced Journalism British Literature
AP English Language and Composition Childrends Literature
AP English Literature and Composition Contemporary American Literature

Critical Analysis of Film & Literature

Food in Literature (English)

Gothic & Horror Literature

Graphic Narraves & Visual Literacies
Introduction to Journalism

Irish Literature

Literacy, Identity, & Communityoption for
UConn ECE)

Literature of Gender, Sex, & ldentity
Mythology & the Bible as Literature
Mythology & the Bible as Literature Honors
Nonfiction & New Literacies

Reading & Writing Fiction

Reading & Writing Poetry

Rhetoric & Persuasion
ShakespearkEonors

Sports LiteratureResearch, & Composition
Voices of Protest in American Literature
World Literature

One full year of English isequired in each of the freshman, sophomore, junior, and senior years.
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GRADE 9 COURSES

Freshmen must take English 9 or English 9 Honors. Units of study will focus on essential questions of
identity and being while incorporating full class, small group, and independent reading across multiple
genres and forms. While learning outcomes and Cilo6&inth grade students are similar for each level,
honorslevel classes assume students are able to work more independently, read and write at a more
complex and sophisticated level with a higher degree of stamina, and demonstrate a greater degree of
comfort with abstract and original thinking. We recognize that ninth grade students are individuals, each
maturing at their own developmental pace. As such, students should be placed in the level that is most
appropriatelychallenging for him or her.

ENGLISH 9

1.0 credit Grade 9 Full-Year
Prerequisite: None

Graduation Requirement Area: English

The hallmark ofan A e v e | course is that 1t challenges a st uf
order to develop as a critical thinker. Units of study fecus on essential questions of identity, self, and
society while incorporating full class, small group, and independent reading across multiple genres such
as novels, short stories, poems, essays, and other media. Students will write in a vasiatysafog a

variety of purposes, composing shorter and more sustained pieces each Thiarterurse focuses on

analysis of literature and the development of analytical writing skills, with special emphasis on
organization and supporting evidence. Emhissplaced upon the process of writing, frequent revisions,

and conferencing with the teacher. All writing is assessed using departmental writing rubrics for
Argument, Informative, Research, and Narrative writing. In addition to reading and writing work,

students will develop speaking and listening skills through independent presentations as well as small and
large group discussions, engage in regular aneduivién study of vocabulary, grammar, and usage, and

are expected to maintain an active independeading life.

ENGLISH 9 HONORS

1.0 credit Grade 9 Full-Year
Prerequisite: None

Teacher recommendation required

Graduation Requirement Area: English

The hallmark of an honotlsvel course is the depth of critical and original thinkieguired, as well as

the amount of independent work. Hontesel classes assume students are able to work more
independently, read and write at a more complex and sophisticated level and with a higher degree of
stamina, and demonstrate a greater degreerofort with abstract and original thinking. Units of study

will focus on essential questions of identity and being while incorporating full class, small group, and
independent reading across multiple genres and forms such as novels, short storiegssagmand

other media. Students will write in a variety of genres for a variety of purposes, composing shorter and
more sustained pieces each quarter. Emphasis is placed upon the process of writing, frequent revisions,
and conferencing with the teach@il writing is assessed using departmental writing rubrics for
Argument, Informative, Research, and Narrative writing. In addition to reading and writing work,
students will develop speaking and listening skills through independent presentations asmall and
large group discussions, engage in regular andduivién study of vocabulary, grammar, and usage, and
are expected to maintain an active independent reading life.

Note: This course focuses on analysisomplexiterature, refinemenof analytical writing skills,
intensive study of vocabulamgefinemenof grammar and usage, and continued development of speaking,
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listening, and viewing skills. Students entering this course are expected to assurnrelepmedent
responsibilityfor their work and to make austained commitmeint terms of time and effort tonger,

more abstracteading and writing assignments. All writing is assessed using departmental writing

rubrics for Argument, Informative, Research, and Narrative writing. In addition to the core texts, students
are challenged by an additional literature unit taught eachrtpraas well as a quarterly independent
reading requirement.

INTRODUCTION TO JOURNALISM

.5 credit Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 S1, S2

Prerequisite: None

Graduation Requirement Area: Open Humani(iés student is in grade 9, Introduction to Journalism
mustbe taken in addition to English)9

Designed as a prerequisite class for students who may have an interest in taking Advanced Journalism and
joining the school newspaper staffloklings this class focuses on developing the journalistic skills

needed for publishing the three types of newspaper writing: news, features, and opinions. Students will
learn how to write leads, headlines, and captions. They will practice conducting inteongarszing

stories, and editing articles. Students will also study concepts essential to producing a good paper: history
of journalism, ethics in the media, balanced reporting, First Amendment rights and responsibilities, and

use of technology (i.e., phamphy, videography, and/or podcasting). Introduction to Journalism is

required for any student seeking an editorial positiom&lings.

GRADE 10 COURSES

Sophomores must take English 10 or English 10 Honors. Units of study will focus on esseni@hguest
specific to the range of identities and diverse voices that contribute to the American experience. Students
will engage in deeper study in full class, small group, and independent reading across multiple genres
such as novels, short stories, poemsags, and other media. Similar to the ninth grade English course,
students will write in a variety of genres for a variety of purposes, composing shorter and more sustained
pieces each quarteWhile learning outcomes and CCSS for tenth grade studensgater for each

level, honordevel classes assume students are able to work more independently, read and write at a more
complex and sophisticated level with a higher degree of stamina, and demonstrate a greater degree of
comfort with abstract and origal thinking. We recognize tenth grade students are individuals, each
maturing at their own developmental pace. A student should be placed in the level that is most
appropriatelychallenging for him or her.

ENGLISH 10

1.0 credit Grade 10 Full-Year
Prerequisite: English 9 or English 9 Honors

Graduation Requirement Area: English

The hallmarkofanA evel course is that it challenges a st ui
order to develop as a critical thinker. Unitssaddy for English 10 will focus on essential questions

specific to the range of identities and diverse voices that contribute to the American experience, while
incorporating full class, small group, and independent reading across multiple genres swetsashmat

stories, poems, essays, and other media. Students will also develop research skills and strategies for
nonfiction reading. Similar to the ninth grade English course, students will write in a variety of genres for

a variety of purposes, compogishorter and more sustained pieces each qu@hisrcourse focuses on

analysis of literature and as well as reseabased arguments, introducing students to basic rhetorical

appeals and emphasizing audience awareness, organization and supportimge efichgphasis is placed

upon the process of writing, frequent revisions, and conferencing with the teacher. All writing is assessed
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using departmental writing rubrics for Argument, Informative, Research, and Narrative writing. In
addition to reading and wing work, students will develop speaking and listening skills through
independent presentations as well as small and large group discussions, engage in reguledrarahunit
study of vocabulary, grammar, and usage, and are expected to maintain @mdetpendent reading

life.

ENGLISH 10 HONORS

1.0 credit Grade 10 Full-Year
Prerequisite: English 9 or English 9 Honors

Teacher recommendation required

Graduation Requirement Area: English

The hallmark of an honotlsvel course is the dépof critical and original thinking required, as well as

the amount of independent work. Hontesel classes assume students are able to work more
independently, read and write at a more complex and sophisticated level and with a higher degree of
stamina and demonstrate a greater degree of comfort with abstract and original thinking. Units of study
for English 10 will focus on essential questions specific to the range of identities and diverse voices that
contribute to the American experience, while ipmyating full class, small group, and independent

reading across multiple genres such as novels, short stories, poems, essays, and other media. Similar to
the ninth grade English course, students will write in a variety of genres for a variety of purposes
composing shorter and more sustained pieces each qi&itecourse focuses on analysis of literature

and as well as researblased arguments, introducing students to basic rhetorical appeals and emphasizing
audience awareness, organization, and stipgogvidence. Emphasis is placed upon the process of

writing, frequent revisions, and conferencing with the teacher. All writing is assessed using departmental
writing rubrics for Argument, Informative, Research, and Narrative writing. In addition tongeandd

writing work, students will develop speaking and listening skills through independent presentations as
well as small and large group discussions, engage in regular ardfiveit study of vocabulary,

grammar, and usage, and are expected to maiataactive independent reading life.

Note: English 10 Honors is aadvancedtlass for students who, in their freshman English year,
demonstrated a compelling interest in reading, a high degree of proficiency in analytical thinking and
writing, and a desire to challenge themselves.

INTRODUCTION TO JOURNALISM

.5 credit Grades 910, 11, 12 S1, S2

Prerequisite: None

Graduation Requirement Area: Open Humani(iés student is in grade 10, Introduction to Journalism
must be taken in addition to English 110.

Designed as a prerequisite class for students who may have an interest in taking Advanced Journalism and
joining the school newspaper staffloklings this class focuses on developing the journalistic skills

needed for publishing the three types of newspaper writing: news, features, and opinions. Students will
learn how to write leads, headlines, and captions. They will practice conducting inteorgavszing

stories, and editing articles. Students will also study concepts essential to producing a good paper: history
of journalism, ethics in the media, balanced reporting, First Amendment rights and responsibilities, and

use of technology (i.e., phamphy, videography, and/or podcasting). Introduction to Journalism is

required for any student seeking an editorial positiomklings.

ADVANCED JOURNALISM

1.0 credit Grades 10, 11, 12 Full-Year
Prerequisite: Introduction to JournalisandJourndismteached s2acommendation

a7



Graduation Requirement Areas: Open Humanitie®pen STEAMIf a student is in grade 1@&dvanced
Journalism must be taken in addition to English) 10.

Note: The maximum number of students for this course iOM&rides into this course are not
permitted.

Advanced Journalism is a class for students who, after successfully completing Intro to Journalism, want
to join Inklings Students entering this course are expected to take on a role and position of t@gaper
website (i.e., staff writer, editor, social media director, business director, creative director, managing
editor, editorin-chief, etc.) and assume the responsibility of producing a quality newspaper and website
with excellent writing, the highestrets, and effective layout. All writing in this course will be published
either in the newspaper or on the webditee paper requires articles to be timely, well researched, and

well written. In addition to writing, students are expected to produce vjgeakasts, photographs, and
graphics that will be published either in the newspaper or on the website. If any assignment does not meet
I n k | publishn@dstandards, it cannot earn a grade. Participation is also a graded expectation that may
require up @ four before or after school commitments per qualtarstudent wants to be a member of

the club,Inklings enrollment in Advanced Journalism is mandatory.

Advanced Journalism curriculum is driven by review and implementation of skillscemteint taught in
Introduction to Journalism and focuses on the application of that learning in student work production.

Units do not necessarily progress in order, and students' production is individually assigned and fluid
across skills throughout the are

*Note: Not approved as an NCAA core course in English

GRADES 11 & 12 COURSES

Juniors and seniors must take either one of they&dl courses or two semester courses of their choice
each year. Juniors and seniors may also take elective coursightioneto a fultyear course, if desired.

ADVANCED JOURNALISM

1.0 credit Grades 10, 11, 12 Full-Year

Prerequisite: Introduction to Journalisand Journalismteached seecommendation

Graduation Requirements Areas: English, Open Humaniie®pen STEAMStudents may count one
semester of Advanced Journalism toward the English credit requirement in either their junior or senior
year. When a student chooses this optibeymust alsodke an additional semester elective during that
year to meet the English requiremdhnot used to fulfill the English distribution requiremeftvanced
Journalism may instead count toward fulfilling the Open Humanities OR Open STEAM requirement.

Note The maximum number of students for this course is 100. Overrides into this course are not
permitted.

Advanced Journalism is a class for students who, after successfully completing Intro to Journalism, want
to join Inklings Students entering this course are expected to take on a role and position of the paper and
website (i.e., staff writer, editor, sotiaedia director, business director, creative director, managing

editor, editorin-chief, etc.) and assume the responsibility of producing a quality newspaper and website
with excellent writing, the highest ethics, and effective layout. All writing indbigse will be published

either in the newspaper or on the webditee paper requires articles to be timely, well researched, and

well written. In addition to writing, students are expected to produce videos, podcasts, photographs, and
graphics that wilbe published either in the newspaper or on the website. If any assignment does not meet
I n k | publishmv@dstandards, it cannot earn a grade. Participation is also a graded expectation that may
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require up to four before or after school commitments partgr.If a student wants to be a member of
the club,Inklings enrollment in Advanced Journalism is mandatory.

Advanced Journalism curriculum is driven by review and implementation of skills and content taught in
Introduction to Journalism and focus@sthe application of that learning in student work production.
Units do not necessarily progress in order, and students' production is individually assigned and fluid
across skills throughout the year.

*Note: Not approved as an NCAA core courséeimglish

AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION

1.0 credit Grades 11, 12 Full-Year
Prerequisite: English 10r English 10 Honors

Teacher recommendation required

Graduation Requirement Areas: EnglishOpen Humanities

The College Board writes thétt he AP Engl i sh Language and Composit
and writing skills that students need for college success and for intellectually responsible civic

engagement. The course guides students in becoming curious, critical, and respansitgeaf diverse

texts and becoming flexible, reflective writers of texts addressed to diverse audiences for diverse

purposes. The reading and writing students do in the course should deepen and expand their

understanding of how written language functione et or i cal ly: to communicate
elicit readers6 responses in particular situation:

The purpose of AP English Language and Composition is to enable students to read complex nonfiction

texts with understanding and to wreose of sufficient richness and complexity to communicate

effectively. This course emphasizes the expository, analytical, and argumentative writing that forms the

basis of academic and professional communication through the study-tiétmmtexts of \arying

lengths.Students are taught to read critically with an emphasis on deepening their awareness of how

language functions in effectively communicating ideas. This close reading, coupled with frequent formal

and informal writing, strengthens the studen 6 own wr i ting skills by develoc
language with a greater awareness of purpose and strategy. The course is broken into three larger units

that consist of paired reading and writing skills, moving back and forth between thsisnalyodel
arguments and the studentsd devel oVWhieenntten asthrde ¢ o mp o
units, the skill work across each unit is recursive throughout the year, and teachers select increasingly

complex texts aligned with the Gefje Board expectations for continuous development and assessment of

the various overlapping skills. The reading expectations, particularly in terms of complexity and pace, are
significantly higher than in other courses. Student work is assessed ustigthd e ge Boar dds r ul
the highest | evels of the English Departmentds co!
students will be expected to read and analyze several assigned texts. This course will prepare students to

take the AP Englis Language and Composition Exam at the end of the year by building their conceptual
understanding and mastery of skills.

*Requires English teacher recommendation stnohg interest in the reading and analysis of complex
nonfiction texts.

Note: There i10 course offered at the Honors or A level similar to AP English Language and
Composition. Should a student find the course to be too difficult once the deadline to add a new course
has passedheywould need to drop AP English Language and Compositiogether without credit

and add a replacement course for a future term (see course withdrawal policy).
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AP ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION

1.0 credit Grades 11, 12 Full-Year
Prerequisite:English 10or English 10 Honors
Teacherrecommendation required

Graduation Requirement Areas: English or Open Humanities

The Coll ege Board writes that in AP English Liter.
understanding of literature through reading and analyzing texts as theyeegphcepts like character,
setting, structure, perspective, figurative | angu.

The course provides an introduction to the major genres, cultures, and historical periods of English
literatureand teachers select primary texts from the Co
Representative authors include Chinua Achebe, Elizabeth Bishop, Charlotte Bronté, Gwendolyn Brooks,

Kate Chopin, Joseph Conrad, John Donne, Louise ErdridhaiwvFaulkner, Langston Hughes, Zora

Neale Hurston, Kazuo Ishiguro, lan McEwan, Toni Morrison, Sylvia Plath, and William Shakespeare.

The reading expectations, particularly in terms of complexity and pace, are significantly higher than in

other courses.

Students write frequently to develop thinking, interpret literary texts, express themselves, and reflect on
their development as writers. Student work is ass:
l evel s of the Engl iulzits. IrDaeditians thisnceurse féasures aonmajor @noject in

which students develop a Literary Exploration essay. Through a series of drafts, students independently
investigate a topic of their choice using multiple fiction and critical texts and dearlegtended essay

synthesizing these texts and multiple points of view.

The course will prepare students to take the AP English Literature and Composition Exam at the end of
the year. In the summer before the course begins, students will closelyndeaitkdyze three

independently chosen pieces of literary text as part of preparing for the Literary Exploration paper;
students will also read a novel assigned to the entire class which is studied in depth at the very beginning
of the course.

Note: There is no course offered at the Honors or A level similar to AP English Literature and
Composition. Should a student find the course to be too difficult once the deadline to add a new course
has passedheywould need to drop AP Englithteratureand Composition altogether without credit

and add a replacement course for a future term (see course withdrawal policy).

BRITISH LITERATURE

.5 credit Grades 11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite: English 10r English 10 Honors
GraduationRequirement Areas: English or Open Humanities

This course offers a survey of major English authors and time period8&owulfto something of the
contemporary scene. Students will read widely and closely, focusing on the relationship between form
and ontent.Students will also explore the historical context which impacts works of English literature.
Works studied will include poetry, plays, novels, and essays. Students will leave the class with a sense of
some of England's major authors and textsyelkas a richer understanding of how the conversation
between life and literature is enriched by writing about the texts that we have read.

CHI LDRENG6S LI TERATURE

.5 credit Grades 11, 12 S1,S2
Prerequisite: English 10r English 10 Honors
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Graduation Requirement Areas: English or Open Humanities

Students in Childrendés Literature will analyze pi
chapter books, as well as whole class novels. Students nélidsy literary, cultural, and psychological

implications of literature for childrern addition, students will explore the impact of early reading
experiences on their individual readi ngheRehe nt i t i e
Aloud Handboolas a seminal text on childhood literabgarning experiences will include reatbud

sessions with elementary and preschool children, analytical essays, picture book presentations, and the
composition of an Liaratuganalyadd wit ihclude dvorles sughsas theoGritkm and

Perrault Fairy TaleChar | ot t e 6 sandMarty Pottes and thegSorcerer's Stofidiese texts

will be paired with selected critical readings from more complex and theoretical texts, such as z@n Fran

The Interpretation of Fairy Tale8ettelheim'sThe Uses of Enchantment a nd Mo Pittwe Bang o s
This!,to name a few.

CONTEMPORARY AMERICAN LITERATURE

.5 credit Grades 11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite: English 10r English 10 Honors

Graduation Requirement Areas: English or Open Humanities

This course will explore the rich territory of American literature of the last 25 years, as well as its
relationship to popular culture. The course will be structarednd several essential questions: How

does literature reflect gender, race, and class in American society? How do authors use their writing to
define and explore what it means to be American? What literary techniques do authors use to explore
these quesins and definitions? Students will read works from a variety of genres that reflect the
contemporary American experience, including short stories, novels, poems, and plays. Students will
analyze these rich texts through analytical discussion and essiang wsiudents will also use these texts

as mentors for writing and workshopping creative material like their own stories, poems, and plays.

CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF FILM & LITERATURE

.5 credit Grades 11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite: English 1@r English10 Honors

Graduation Requirement Areas: English or Open Humanities

Note: This course focuses on the development of analytical writing.

This course teaches students to become active viewers of film. Students will be introduced to elements of
film analyss such as cinematography, music, sound, editing, and acting, as well as a brief overview of
film history. Typical films and directors for analysis range from the classics to the contemporary, and
students will be expected to take copious viewing not#isealsasis for activities and assessments.

Although many films will be shown during class, students will also be expected to complete a major
project that may involve independent research and viewing. In addition to viewing films, students will

read avariety oftexts including essays, articles, and reviews; a key writing assignment will include

reading a novel and comparing it to its film adaptation. After completing the course, students will possess
a variety of skills that will enable them to realdnfias visual text.

*Note: Not approved as an NCAA core course in English
FOOD IN LITERATURE (ENGLISH)
.5 credit Grades 11, 12 S1, S2

Prerequisite: English 1@r English 10 Honors
Graduation Requirement Areas: English or Open Humanities
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Note: Enrollment in this course is limited, and a lottery will be used to select students. If selected,
students must commit to taking the course and may only drop or change if there is a conflict with a
different course and with administrative approvdaudgnts must register for both Food in Literature
(Culinary) and Food in Literature (English) in the same semester.

Food writing is about putting food in context through experimentation with cooking and a variety of

writing styles. This doublperiod couse with Culinary Arts enables rigorous analysis and practice in
reading and writing higlguality, challenging models and material, while also experimenting in the test
kitchen, given studentso6 themati c H&roughdcieaisg.andSt ud
mai ntaining a digital portfolio that showcases
inspired by their experiences in the test kitchigmough the study of mentor texts, students will study

and craft food memoirand poems, restaurant reviews, and reselaaskd feature articles and/or videos.

They will conduct interviews, engage in menu writing and learn how to incorporate photography and
videos into their writing. Using their experiences in the kitchen, studeihtse able to authentically

adapt, develop, and hone their food writing abilities to effectively communicate with their audience.

*Note: Not approved as an NCAA core course in English

GOTHIC & HORROR LITERATURE

.5 credit Grades 11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite: English 10r English 10 Honors

Graduation Requirement Areas: English or Open Humanities

This course will introduce students to the Gothic literature genre, as well as a variety oftrenred

texts. Students will learn about thistory of the genre, from the 19th century Gothic literature that gave

rise to the iconic monsters of Western culture, through the contemporary phenomena of urban legend and
horror films. Students will develop an appreciation for the unique ability dfiGand horror writers to

generate feelings of terror and dread. Students will have opportunities to analyze the social, political and
cultural significance of this genre. The course will include both fiction and nonfiction texts from authors
such as Edgakllan Poe, H.P. Lovecraft, Stephen King, and Joyce Carol Catedents will understand

and apply language and craft technigues of the genre in creating their own origindegdyat) mult

genre piece.

GRAPHIC NARRATIVES & VISUAL LITERAC IES

.5 crdit Grades 11, 12 S1,S2
Prerequisite: English 10r English 10 Honors

Graduation Requirement Areas: English, Open Humanitie®pen STEAM

This interdisciplinary course will introduce students to the graphic literature medium. In doing so,

students will learn about the history of comics from the advent of the daily strip through the rise of the
comic book and its heroes into the underground and contemporary graphic book. Students will develop an
appreciation for the unigue ability that cosind graphic works of literature possess to both show and

tell a story. Students will have opportunities to analyze the social, political, and cultural significance of

this medium by studying various genres. The course will include both fiction andtimonéis well as
informational readingsThe course will require students to write analytical and creative papers,

culminating in the creation of their own original graphic literature piece in order to show the complexities
and conflicts surrounding a glddasue. Students will be using indusstandard technologytiotoshop
Illustrator).

*Note: Not approved as an NCAA core course in English
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INTRODUCTION TO JOURNALISM

.5 credit Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite: None

Gradudion Requirement Areas: English or Open Humanities

Designed as a prerequisite class for students who may have an interest in taking Advanced Journalism and
joining the school newspaper staffloklings this class focuses on developing the journalistic skills

needed for publishing the three types of neapsp writing: news, features, and opinions. Students will

learn how to write leads, headlines, and captions. They will practice conducting interviews, organizing
stories, and editing articles. Students will also study concepts essential to producingrapgwobdistory

of journalism, ethics in the media, balanced reporting, First Amendment rights and responsibilities, and

use of technology (i.e., photography, videography, and/or podcasting). Introduction to Journalism is
required for any student seekingjterial positions onnklings

IRISH LITERATURE

.5 credit Grades 11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite: English 10r English 10 Honors

Graduation Requirement Areas: English or Open Humanities

This course will survey major writers of Modern Irisiterature. Students will examine how literature has

been influenced by the ancient history and mythology of Ireland as well as the political and social history

of the 20 century. The course will include fiction, nonfiction, poetry, music and film. Siisdeill read

such authors as Yeats, Synge, Joyce, McDonagh, Heaney, and Doyle. The course is designed to appeal to
a wide range of interests, and students can expect to respond to the literature critically, creatively, and
personally. Assessment will baded on both written work and classroom performance.

LITERACY, IDENTITY, & COMMUNITY (OPTION FOR UCONN ECE)
(*pending UCONN approval)

.5 credit Grades 11, 12 S1, S2

Prerequisite: English 10 or English 10 Honors

Teacher recommendation required

Graduation Requirement Areas: English or Open Humanities

Note: Seniors may take this course in first semester only. Enrollment is capped by UConn at 20 students
per course section, and priority is given to seniors.

This couse, designed for highly motivated students able to work at a significant level of
independenceantroduces students to the work of college writing, which includes posing questions,
developing sustained intellectual projects, and generating knowledgewited engagement with wide
and varied audienceStudents will learn to recognize and respond to a range of rhetorical situations,
analyzing how arguments work in different mediums, @mdpose through multiple forms of literacy,
includingrhetorical, digital, and information literacies necessary for future twiinstycentury contexts.

Through sustained engagement with complex and relevant texts, ideas, and problems, students will
develop their own creative intellectual inquiriesyeigate and map both individually and as part of a
classroom community. The seminar nature of this course expects students to lead and actively engage
collaborative academic discussions.

Throughout the course, students will develop habits of mind and skills of composition including:
collecting and curating, engaging, contextualizing, theorizing, and circulating, habits that apply across
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many situations and many disciplines. They will waikhin a collaborative workshop model to regularly
share their compositions and revise their thinking based on peer and teacher feedback.

Note: Final grades for project work will usually correspond with the end of a marking period.

LITERACY, IDENTITY, & COMMUNITY ALSO OFFERS CREDITS FROM THE UNIVERSITY
OF CONNECTICUT THROUGH UCONN EARLY COLLEGE EXPERIENCE.

UCONN ENGL1007: SEMINAR IN ACADEMIC WRITING AND MULTIMODAL
COMPOSITION
Four credits

LITERATURE OF GENDER, SEX, & IDENTITY

.5 credit Grades 1112 S1, S2
Prerequisite: English 1@r English 10 Honors

Graduation Requirement Areas: English or Open Humanities

This course is designed for students who are interested in analyzing the various depictions of gender in
literature and media and thensequences of those depictions. Students will discover the difference
between sex and gender and its impact on the creation of identity. The emphasis will fall on not only how
authors have created gender archetypes through the portrayal of women anditerature, but also the

i mplications of those archetypes. Students wil/
literature, novels, short stories, poetry, plays, and nonfiction articles. Students will also consider the role
of media, from iim to advertising, in the construction of gender. The course will require students to write
analytical and creative papers that examine the literature and media, participate consistently in class
discussions, and make connections to their own experiehggstudent interested in how gender norms
impact their own world is encouraged to enroll.

MYTHOLOGY & THE BIBLE AS LITERATURE

.5 credit Grades 11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite: English 1@r English 10 Honors

Graduation Requirement Areas: English@pen Humanities

This semestelong course is designed to provide those with an interest in the subject the opportunity to

|l earn about and examine the purpose of mythology,

various cultures antime periods. Students will study texts from various cultures, including but not

limited to: Greek, Norse, Babylonian, and Japanese, along with the Hebrew Bible and the Christian New
Testament. Throughout this course, students will examgation mythshero mythsflood mythsand
apocalypse mythalong with others. Students will deepen critical reading skills while engaging with

these classic texts by identifying patterns and values, making connections within and across texts, and
applying these ideds our contemporary experience. Throughout this course, students will write multiple
creative and analytical compositions, design and deliver presentations, and participate in small group
activities and Socratic discussions.

ifAs we expl oryth we dhauld reroembed thad vie ananot journeying through a maze of
falsehood, but through a marvelous world of metaphor that breathes life into the essential human
storyéeo [hewerlchof Mg,

MYTHOLOGY & THE BIBLE AS LITERATURE HONORS
.5 credt Grades 11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite: English 10r English 10 Honors
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Teacher recommendation required
Graduation Requirement Areas: English or Open Humanities

In this course, students will study a variety of world myths, sections éfebeew Bible and the

Christian New Testament, novels, short stories, poems, and films, as well as history, culture, and art in
order to investigate the archetypes that organize and influence cultural expressions of belief. As students
identify and analyz¢éhese connections, they will come to understand how humans attempt to explain,
shape, order, and structure their experience in the world. Students will continue to develop critical and
analytical reading skills, refine writing skills, and engage ideph discussions to advance speaking and
listening skills. As this is an honors level course, students should be comfortable grappling with complex
text and delving into critical and original thinking as well navigating the accelerated pace of instruction
andlearning and amount of independent work required.

NONFICTION & NEW LITERACIES

.5 credit Grades 11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite: English 1@r English 10 Honors

Graduation Requirement Areas: English or Open Humanities

This course willexplore a broad range of nonfiction texts, ranging from essays and documentaries to new
media and emerging digital platforms. The course will emphasize texts that have value for traits unrelated
to their subjects; students will grow as writers of nonfitas they explore the approaches of nonfiction
writers who seek to describe, understand, entertain, or persuade. In addition, students will explore how
graphic imagery shapes the process of understanding and how new technologies have impacted the
geographyof reading.

READING & WRITING FICTION

.5 credit Grades 11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite: English 10r English 10 Honors

Graduation Requirement Areas: English or Open Humanities

In this course, students will learn and apply effective skillsvidting narratives by producing between

four and six polished pieces of original fiction. Toward that end, students will read a series of mentor
stories from a wide variety of classic and contemporary authors and genres in order to analyze and apply
key literary techniques, like story arcs, character development, chronology, flashbacks, dialogue, imagery,
and figurative languag&eadings will come from classic short fiction as well as from contemporary

sources likelhe Atlantic The New Yorkerand similar publishers of fictiostudents will then apply their
understanding of these techniques, both in shorter informal pieces and in longer, fully developed stories.
As part of the writing process, students will spend considerable time sharimgeksthopping their own

writing, either in small groups or with the whole class.

READING & WRITING POETRY

.5 credit Grades 11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite: English 10r English 10 Honors

Graduation Requirement Areas: English or Open Humanities

This course will help students understand both the craft and the art of poetry as well as how poems are
created and why they are valuable. Students will be expected to write and read widely, exploring works
from numerous poets and various time periods. Togethelents will examine poetic craft, with special
attention paid to how poets use literary devices to construct medtich.emphasis will be placed on
learning to read a poem for deeper understanding as well as the proper techniques for reading poems
aloud. Throughout the course, students will create their own poems, strengthening their voices through a
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variety of writing exercises. There is an expectation that students will participate in workshop and share
pieces frequently. The aim of this coursénigradicate the notion that poetry is antiquated and elitist, and
instead to show that poetry can be accessible, entertaining, and relevant to our everyday lives. Students
can expect, therefore, to gain not only a knowledge of the nature, history, &ty ¥Bpoetry, but also

to gain greater skill, insight, and pleasure as readers, writers, and thinkers.

RHETORIC & PERSUASION

.5 credit Grades 11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite: English 1@r English 10 Honors

Graduation Requirement Areas: @lish or Open Humanities

Todayo6s | eaders must demonstrate not only the abi
communicate clearly and effectively in a variety of situations, both formal and informal, in the

community and in their profeisss. In this course, students will learn how to reach their audience

effectively through use of voice, body, and rhetorical skills. Students will develop expertise in the

historical and contemporary processes of rhetoric, persuasion, and influence.ill regoywiew, and

analyze historical and contemporary political and historical speeches in an attempt to improve their own

critical thinking and speaking skills. They will write and present a variety of types of speeches, with an
emphasis on persuasid@tudents will learn how to structure, organize, and present ideas with poise, self
confidence and skill. Daily participation and peer evaluation are major components of this course.

SHAKESPEARE HONORS

.5 credit Grades 11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite: Eglish 10or English 10 Honors

Teacher recommendation required

Graduation Requirement Areas: English or Open Humanities

Why is William Shakespeare the best known and most studied author in the English language for the last
four hundred years? Thi®urse aims to answer that question by helping students to increase their
understanding and enjoyment of Shakespeare's work. Students will deepen their close reading and
analysis skills through concentrated study of multiple works of Shakespeare (histomeslies,

tragedies, sonnets), as well as material on his life, the culture and history of the period, and the
characteristics of the Elizabethan stage. As this is an honors level course, students should be comfortable
grappling with complex text and dehg into critical literary theory. Discussions and compositions will

center on characterization, major themes, plot structure, andtetéitpp comparisons. Because theater is

a cooperative art, there is an expectation that students will read aloudgage én interactive classroom
activities. While students explore Shakespeareods
Shakespearean drama in its historical moment and consider the implications of his work in contemporary
society.

SPORTS LITERATURE, RESEARCH, & COMPOSITION

.5 credit Grades 11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite: English 10r English 10 Honors

Graduation Requirement Areas: English or Open Humanities

This course will use sports as a lens to explore, diseessarch, evaluate, and reflect upon society and
culture.Students will be asked to suspend beliefs of sports as solely a form of entertainment, and instead
critically think about how and why sports can be used as a way to examine a particular society or
culture.The course will begin with an introduction to sports journalism and how this genre has become a
fundamental way to critically analyze the impact of sports on society. The class will then engage in social
and cultural issues (such as race and géraohel how these issues are reflected and represented in sport at
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a local, national, and global level. Students will read a variety of texts across genres, including
informational, argumentative, documentary, and journalistic forms. Students will be exjmewsitte

critically, thoughtfully, and consistently as they analyze arguments, research contemporary issues, and
evaluate the interconnection of sports and society on a national and global scale.

VOICES OF PROTEST IN AMERICAN LITERATURE

.5 credit Grades 11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite: English 10r English 10 Honors

Graduation Requirement Areas: English or Open Humanities

The literature of any society encompasses voi€gsatest and a search for identity, as well as

celebration of the richness of many languages and cultures. Students will explore current articles and
nonfiction texts by authors like Tdehisi Coates and Joy Reid as well as short stories, poetry, memoir,
and drama by both contemporary and classic authors, including Paul Beatty, Margo Jefferson, James
Baldwin, August Wilson, and Toni Morrison, among others. In addition, students will analyze oral
language, music, art, dance, popular culture, televisionfilamdh order to understand the African

American experience as well as the experiences of other groups who have protested for their rights.
Students will have the opportunity to respond to text and media critically and creatively while also
developing thi analytical reading and writing skills. Assessment will be based on classroom discussions,
written work, and a formal project or presentation.

WORLD LITERATURE

.5 credit Grades 11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite: English 10r English 10 Honors

Graduaton Requirement Areas: English or Open Humanities

This course focuses on ways that writers around t
as they encounter work, war, poverty, family, school, leisure, and love. Students will seektstand

the commonalities among all peoples. Students will read modern fiction, poetry, and critical essays by
internationally acclaimed authors from Asia, South and Central America, the Middle East, Africa and the
Caribbean. In addition, the literatuséll be studied in contextsultural, political, historical, and in terms

of gender, race and class. Students will conduct research, work independently and in small groups, and
share their work with others as they expand their knowledge of other culitmagh literature.
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Il,i] E.S.O.L.

ENGLISH FOR SPEAKERS OF OTHER LANGUAGES (E.S.O.L.)
1.0 credit Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 Full-Year
Prerequisite: None

Graduation Requirement Area: additional credits only

English for Speakers of Other Languages is designed fenative speakers of English. Emphasis is on
integrating students into regular classes. In addition to providing students with the skills afetigeow
necessary for academic success in content areas of English and history, the ESOL course offers assistance
to helpstudents adjust to the school culture and American culture in general.

The ESOL curriculum is designed to give students mastery ofdrtrough an integrated skill
approach. All four skills, reading, writing, speaking, and listening, are emphasized. Authentic English
readings and videos lead to class discussion and writing assignments. Grammar and vocabulary are
studied within theontext of highinterest topics along with relevant reading passages and exercises in
grammar workbooks.
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@ HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT OVERVIEW

The Health and Physical Education Department empowers students to be mentally, physically, socially,
and emotionally healthy. Staples High School students are provided with a variety of experiences
designed to develop their overall weking. The Healthrad Physical Education program is designed to
develop physical and health literacy as well as the social and emotional skills that students need in order
to effectively manage emotions, set goals, have empathy for others, develop positive relationships, and
make responsible decisiosdditionally, there are elective courses that can be taken to fulfill the Open
STEAM graduation requirements.

Students in the class of 2022 are required to earn .75 credits of Health and 2.25 credits of Physical
Education. Stdents in the class of 2023 and beyond are required to earn 1.0 credits of Health and 1.5
credits of Physical Education. If a student fails or loses credit due to poor attendance in a Health course,
the credit must be made up tBpeating th&taples Hedlt course. If a student fails or loses credit due to

poor attendance in a Physical Education course, the credit must be made up by taking another Staples or
Westport Continuing Education Summer Academics Physical Education course.

FRESHMAN HEALTH AND PHYSI CAL EDUCATION PROGRAM

All freshmen are required to take two quarters of Health and two quarters of Physical Education. The
freshman Health and Physical Education curriculum includes the following required courses:

Freshman Health (Health)
Mind & Body (Health)
Aquatic Activities (PE)
Team Games (PE)

=A =4 -8 =9

In the Health courses, topics will include decisioaking, goal setting, analyzing influences,

mindfulness, personal fithess, nutrition, substance abuse, sexually transmitted diseases (including

HIV/AIDS education), and suicide prevention. The PE counsesl | hel p support studen
social, emotional, and mental development through individual, small group, team, and lifetime activities.
Students will learn to identify, analyze, and improve their individual physical skills and levels of fithess

aswell as develop effective social interactions.

SOPHOMORE HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION PROGRAM

All sophomores are required to take one quarter of Health and three quarters of Physical Education. The
sophomore Health and Physical Educatiarriculum includes the following required courses:

Wellness (Health)
Cooperative Games (PE)
Lifetime Activities (PE)
Racquet Games (PE)

E I EE]
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The statemandated Connecticut Physical Fithess Assessment is administered to all sophomore students.
Students will atively participate in a variety of activities to experience and reinforce healthy lifelong

habits through individual, small group, lifetime, and large group activities. Students will continue to

identify and improve their individual physical skills ansgtdés of fithess. Additionally, students will

develop their interpersonal skills and group probkoiving skills. The Wellness course helps students

develop sedimanagement skills such as time management, organizational techniques, stress resilience,

and tandling emotions. The course also includes understanding depression and anxiety, the impact of
substances on the mind and body, and taking care

Sophomores may take Lifeguard Training (see prerequisites) or URliiggical Education (see
prerequisites) in lieu divo of the sophomore Physical Education courSésdents will be scheduled for
Wellness andn available Physical Education couifsenrolled in either Lifeguard Training or Unified
Physical Education.

JUNIOR HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION PROGRAM

Juniors are required to take one quarter of Health and one quarter of Physical Education. The Health and
Physical Education curriculum include the following required courses:

f  Junior Health
1 Mindset& Physical Rrformance

The Junior Health course includes topics on diversity, HIV/AIDS and discrimination, substance abuse,
and violence prevention. The Miset& Physical Performance course is designed to help students
develop the skills to learn any physical activity, increasing the likelihood that students will continue to be
physically active throughout their lives. They will learn specific tools for devedppiysical skills and
develop the seléfficacy to engage in new and/or challenging physical endeavors.

Juniors may take Lifeguard Training (see prerequisigsence of Movement in Yoga and Danae,

Unified Physical Education (see prerequisited)en of Mindset& Physical Performance. Students will

be scheduled for Junior Health if enrolled in either Lifeguard Traji$iegence of Movement in Yoga and
Dance,or Unified Physical Educatiofigh Performance Fitness, Physical Education Leaders, and Team
Physical Education may be requested as elective courses beyond the Physical Education graduation
requirement.

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION ELECTIVES

HIGH PERFORMANCE FITNESS
.25 credit Grades 11, 12 Q1,02,Q3,04
Graduation Requirement Area: additional credits only

This course may be taken as additional credit beyond the 1.5 PE credit requirement. It is designed for
students who want to develop a level of fithess that will improve pesioce in athletics and other

physical endeavors. By the end of this class, students will have increased their strength and endurance and
be able to apply knowledge of advanced workout techniques to their independent workout sessions.

LIFEGUARD TRAINING

.5 credit Grades 10, 11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite: Student must:
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1 Be able to swim 300 meters (12 lengths of the pool) continuously using freestyle (100 meters),
breaststroke (100 meters), and choice (100 meters)
1 Be able to swim 20 meters anadl @ surface dive to retrieve a diving block at a depth of
approximately 710 feet, before returning to the pool deck using a rescue kick
Be able to tread water with just legs for 2 minutes
Have participated in and passed Freshman Aquatic Activissedfor 202223 due to COVID
restrictions)
71 Be atleast 15 years of age at the conclusion of the course
Graduation Requirement Area: Physical EducatiwrOpen STEAMIf a sophomore wishes to take
Lifeguard Training for Physical Education crediheywill be scheduled for Wellness and an available
sophomore Physical Education course in the opposite semiéstesophomore wishds take Lifeguard
Training to satisfy the Open STEAM requiremémey will be scheduled farfull year of Sophomore
Health and Physical Education. Juniors taking Lifeguard Training are required to take Junior Health in
addition to Lifeguard Trainig. If a junior wishes to count Lifeguard Training toward fulfilling the Open
STEAM distribution requirement, they must take Mid@sPhysical Performance in addition to satisfy
the Physical Education requirement; if Lifeguard Training is taken for Physical Education credit and not
Open STEAM, Mindset & Physical Performance is not reqyired.

f
f

Note: Enrollment in this course is lingitl, and a lottery will be used to select students. If selected,
students must commit to taking the course and may only drop or change if there is a conflict with a
different course and with administrative approval.

Lifeguard Training offers students apprtunity to learn the duties, responsibilities, and requirements of
becoming a lifeguard and how to carry these out in a responsible, professional manner. Students will
develop a clear understanding of heart and lung function, spinal cord injuriedeedithdp injuries. They

will learn to collect evidence at a scene in order to determine the appropriate type of rescue. Students will
learn a number of skills required to be a lifeguard including: advanced skills in swimming, proper use of
lifesaving equiprant, preventing disease transmission, using appropriate surveillance techniques, how to
manage a spinal injury victim, and how to perform first aid and/or CPR on a victim, amongst others.
Characteristics and responsibilities of a professional lifeguact, asiappropriate interactions with the
public, accommodating patrons with disabilities, and addressing uncooperative patrons, are also
addressed. Students are eligible to earn certifications in the following: pool and waterfront lifeguard,
automated exteal defibrillator (AED), CPR for the professional rescuer, and first aid. Students are
responsible for any certification fees upon successful completion of the course.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION LEADERS

.5 credit Grades 11, 12 S1, S2

.25 credit Grades 11, 12 Q1,02,Q3,04

Prerequisite for .5 credit semester course: Must be a junior or senior in good standing who has:
1 Intermediate swimming skills (passed Freshman Aquatic Activities)
9 Met the fAHealthy Fitness ABasmernis on al | CT Phys
9 Earned a cumulative fABO average in SHS Health
1 Health or Physical Education teacher recommendation

Graduation Requirement Area: additional credits only

Prerequisite for .25 credit quarter course: Must be a juipsenior in good standing who has:

1 Earned aB+ or higher in the SHS Sophomore Cooperative Games course

1 A high level of interest in group dynamics and leadership

1 Health or Physical Education teacher recommendation
Graduation Requirement Area: Physical Education (in lieu of Junior Mindset and Performance) or
additional credits
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Physical Education Leaders focuses on the development of leadership qualities arithsgkglsmary

goal of this course is to provide opportunities for learning those leadership skills that are necessary to
assist with departmental classes. As PE Leaders, students will assist in all facets of instruction and
classroom procedures (i.e., geand breakdown of equipment, recording/displaying results, transitioning
activities), and design and post a bulletin board for the locker room, hallway, and/or activity areas. As
appropriate, leaders will engage in skill analysis, fithess assessmeoit teslenology, recognition of
common errors and error correction, teaching techniques and officiating skills, and assist in goal setting
and working toward accomplishing these goals.

SCIENCE OF MOVEMENT IN YOGA AND DANCE

.5 credit Grades 11, 12 S1,S2

Graduation Requirement Areas: Physical Educato®pen STEAMJuniors taking Science of
Movement in Yoga and Dance are required to also take Junior Héfadtistudent wishes to count
Science of Movement in Yoga and Dance toward fulfilling the OpEAIA distribution requirement,
they mustake Mindset & Physical Performanaeaddition to satisfy the Physical Education
requirementif Science of Movement in Yoga and Dance is taken for Physical Educatioracie dibt
Open STEAMMindset & Physical Brformance is not required

This course is designed for students to meet the need fangetssion, fithess, and enjoyment through

dance and learn various yoga techniques to benefit their physical and mental wellness. Students will have
the opportunity to express themselves by learning, choreographing, and performing several dance forms.
These include, but are not limited to: line, ballroom, sociathioip, and Zumba. Students will be able to
demonstrate various yoga poses and understaritbiith benefits associated with each pose. Students

will practice various breathing, meditation, and relaxation techniques to help reduce stress and improve
overall weltbeing. Students will create their own sequences of movement and learn the anatomy and
physiology related to the musculoskeletal, cardiovascular, and nervous systems, as well as the
biomechanical principles of movement as they relate to yoga and dance.

TEAM PHYSICAL EDUCATION
.25 credit Grades 11, 12 Q1,02,Q3,04
GraduationRequirement Area: additional credits only

This course may be taken as additional credit beyond the 1.5 credit PE requirement. It is designed for
students who enjoy teabased activities. Students will further develop their understanding of formations
andstrategies as they relate to specific sports.

UNIFIED PHYSICAL EDUCATION

.5 credit Grades 10, 11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite:Must be a student in good standing who has:
f Earned a cumulative AB0O average in Health and

1 Health or Plysical Education teacher recommendation

1 Course Instructor Recommendation
Graduation Requirement Area: Physical EducatiBoghomores taking Unified Physical Education must
take Wellness and an available Physical Education course in the oppasigster. Juniors taking
Unified Physical Education are required to take Junior Health in addition to Unified Physical Education;
Mindset & Physical Performance may be taken as an elective, but is not required.)

Note: Course enrollment is limited and bdsm student needs.
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This course combines students with and without special needs to participate in a developmentally
appropriate physical education class. Students will work together to increase competence and confidence
in a variety of lifetime activigs that will develop sport specific skills, fitness, and wellness. Students will
learn about various disabilities and how to make appropriate accommaodations for successful participation.
The desired outcome will be to develop the necessary skills to &alhy active for a lifetime, increase
selfesteem, and develop new friendships. Students in this class will participate in a variety of
competitions organized by the Connecticut Interscholastic Athletic Conference throughout the school
year.

SENIOR HEALTH REQUIREMENT

In accordance with state statute Chapter 164 Set910995), an assembdy other experienceill be
provided for seniors to cover the topics of alcohol, nicotine/tobacco, drugs, and/or acquired immune
deficiency syndrome.

WESTPORT CONTINUING EDUCATION SUMMER PHYSICAL EDUCATION
.25 credit Grades 10, 11, 12 Summer
Graduation Requirement Areas: Physical Education

Note: This course is offered during the summer through Westport Continuing Eduicatoedit

recovery or advancement. Staples students seeking to enroll must obtain prior written approval from their
school counselor and the Health and Physical Education dieygaat coordinator. The school counselor

and department coordinator indicate their approval via signature oWthstport Continuing Education

High School Academics Registration Form

Physical Education courses are offered during the summer through W€&siptinuing Education.

Students may take up to two courses in a single summer for .25 credits each. Physical Education courses
can be taken during the summer between 9th and 10th grades or later. Students can replace Sophomore
and/or Junior Physical Edugat courses only; Summer Physical Education cannot replace Health or

Wel |l ness c¢cl asses. Prior approval i s required from

Education department coordinator.
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IM MATHEMATICS

Typical Math Course Pathways

Applied Math Algebra 1 Geometry Algebra 2
Financial Algebra
Algebra 1 Geometry Algebra 2 Pre-Calculus

Math Electives*

Math Electives*

Geometry Algebra 2 Pre-Calculus Calculus Honors

Geometry Honors Algebra 2 Honors Pre-Calculus Honors AP Calculus AB

AP Calculus BC

Algebra 2 Pre-Calculus Calculus Honors AP Calculus AB

Math Electives*

Algebra 2 Honors Pre-Calculus Honors AP Calculus AB Calculus BC Plus

AP Calculus BC Multivariable Calculus

Differential Equations

*Math Electives
See course descriptions for _ -
specific course prerequisites i:at'sucsd&sp'?m_‘b"',ty s
andsuide"nes. vance tatistics in the Social Sciences

AP Statistics

Discrete Math

Personal Financial Management
Financial Decision Making
Accounting

APPLIED MATH

1.0 credit Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 Full-Year
Prerequisite: None

Graduation Requirement Area: Math

This course is for students who need additional praetittepre-algebra topics and problesolving

skills before enrolling in Algebra 1. Topics to be studied include fractions and fraction operations,
integers, proportions, percent, solving equations, probability, data analysis and graphs with graphing
calculaors and some algebraic concepts. The material will stress the use obhaaxdwvities.

Evaluation of student performance may involve tests, quizzes, homework, and classroom participation.
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*Note: Not approved as an NCAA core course in Math

ALGEBRA1C

1.0 credit Grades 9, 10, 11 Full-Year
Prerequisite: Applied Math or equivalent

Graduation Requirement Area: Math

Topics to be covered include: properties of the real number system, properties of order, operations with
polynomials, lineafunctions including graphing, operations with fractions, solving equations, linear
systems, introduction to functions, and word problems. Extensive drill is provided through daily work in
class and daily homework is required. Students entering this cshwsll have competence in arithmetic
skills. Technology, including the graphing calculator, is used throughout the course.

*Note: Not approved as an NCAA core course in Math

ALGEBRA 1B

ALGEBRA 1 A

1.0 credit Grades 9, 10 Full-Year
Prerequisite: Applied Math or Math 8

Graduation Requirement Area: Math

This course is the first step of the college preparatory sequence of mathematics courses. The following
topics are studied: algebraic expressions, functions, linear functions, sgétegquations and

inequalities, and exponential functions. The course is appliedtivan and incorporates several strands
including arithmetic and geometric sequences, function characteristics, piecewise, absolute value,
regression, and data analysischieology, including the graphing calculator, is used throughout the
course. The Aevel and Blevel courses differ in pacing, topics covered, and depth of study.

GEOMETRY C

1.0 credit Grades 10, 11, 12 Full-Year
Prerequisite: Algebra 1

Graduation Rquirement Area: Math

This course presents Geometry through a more intuitive approach using exploration rather than more
formal logical arguments to draw conclusions. Topics include two anddimemsional figures in real
world applications, parallel las, congruence, area, similarity, triangles and polygons, circles, and
volume. Technology, including calculators and geometry software, is incorporated into the course.

*Note: Not approved as an NCAA core course in Math

GEOMETRY B

GEOMETRY A

1.0 aedit Grades 9, 10, 11 Full-Year
Prerequisite: Algebra 1

Teacher recommendation required

Graduation Requirement Area: Math

This course studies area, perimeter, surface area, volume, building blocks of geometry, congruence,

similarity, right triangle trigonometry, properties of trianglasdpolygons. Algebra skills are embedded
in each unit. The Aevel and Blevel courses ffier in pacing and depth of study.
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GEOMETRY HONORS

1.0 credit Grades 9, 10 Full-Year
Prerequisite: Algebra 1

Guideline: A or higher in Algebra 1

Teacher recommendation required

Graduation Requirement Area: Math

This course covers all topics @red in Geometry A, but at a faster pace with more depth and rigor. In
addition, Geometry Honors includes the study of paragraph proofs, coordinate proofs, and more
challenging twecolumn proofs. Students are expected to not only have mastered thesakilédl in

Algebra 1, but also have a deep conceptual understanding of them as they are embedded in each unit in
Geometry Honors.

ALGEBRA 2 C

1.0 credit Grades 11, 12 Full-Year
Prerequisites: Algebra 1, Geometry

Graduation Requirement Area: Mat

This course reviews and extends topics from Algebra 1. Topics include solving, graphing, and writing
linear equations with applications, an introduction to general function properties, absolute value equations
and graphs, quadratics with applications)@ifying and evaluating exponential and radical expressions,

and operations and graphing polynomial functions. Technology, including calculators, is incorporated into
the course.

*Note: Not approved as an NCAA core course in Math

ALGEBRA 2 B

ALGEBRA 2 A

1.0 credit Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 Full-Year
Prerequisite: Algebra 1, Geometry

Teacher recommendation required

Graduation Requirement Area: Math

This course reviews and extends topics from Algebra 1, and also examines more advéatald ma

Topics include linear equations and inequalities, graphing in the coordinate plane, systems, exponents,
guadratics, radicals, complex numbhesd polynomialsThis course is applicatioriven, and

incorporates several strands including dataysisbnd coordinate geometry. Technology, including the
graphing calculator, is used throughout the course. Flevél and Blevel courses differ in pacing,

variety of topics covered, and depth of study.

ALGEBRA 2 HONORS

1.0 credit Grades 9, 10,1 Full-Year
Prerequisite:Algebra 1,GeometryA or GeometryHonors
Guideline: B+ or higher in Geometry Honors

Teacher recommendation required

Graduation Requirement Area: Math

This course examines advanced Algebra topiaeisth and at aaccelerated pace. There is a great deal
of emphasis on conceptual understanding, effective and efficient problem solving skills, real life
applications and technology integration. At the completion of Algebra 2 Honors, students will have
thoroughly dealtvith absolute value, quadratics, and polynomial functions along with some work with
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conic sections, whole and rational exposeand rational functionStudents in our Honors program
have demonstrated diligence and success in learning mathematiceetlaraded pace, and have a
strong desire to continue with formal studies in mathematics or mathemeddited fields. Successful
Honors students have exhibited strong and consistent mathematics skills, psoblm skills, and
study skills in prior mnematics courses.

FINANCIAL ALGEBRA

1.0 credit Grade 12 Full-Year
Prerequisite:Geometry

Graduation Requirement ArgaViath or Open STEAM

This course reinforces, maintains, and extends algebraic skills with an emphasisliéa applications.
Topics of study include, but are not limited to, income, banking, budgeting, credit/debt, housing, and
taxation. Technology, including the graphicegjculator and Microsoft Excel, is used throughout the
course. Evaluation of student performance includes quizzes, classroom participation, and portfolios.

*Note: Not approved as an NCAA core course in Math

PRE-CALCULUS B

PRE-CALCULUS A

1.0 credit Grades 10, 11, 12 Full-Year

Prerequisite: Algebra 2

Guideline: B or higher in Algebra 2 A to take Pi@alculus A;B- or higher in Algebra 2 B to take Pre
CalculusB

Teacher recommendation required

GraduationRequirement Areas: Math or Open STEAM

This course is a study of functions. Students are expected to be proficient in the skills learned in Algebra
1 and Algebra 2 and be able to apply them to newly learned functions. This course will cover additional
properties of functions, transformations of functions, rational, exponential, logarithmic, and trigonometric
functions. Problem solving and mathematical modeling is a fundamental tenet of the coursdevdie A

and Blevel courses differ in pacing and depfrstudy.

PRE-CALCULUS HONORS

1.0 credit Grades 10, 11 Full-Year
Prerequisite: Algebra 2 or Algebra 2Honors

Guideline: B or higher in Algebra 2 Honors

Teacher recommendation required

Graduation Requirement Areas: Math or Open STEAM

This courg focuses on the concept of functions and emphasizes function theory. Rational, exponential,
logarithmic, and trigonometric functions are discussed in detail. Material covered also includes polar
coordinates and equations, parametric equations. Pradaeing, mathematical modeling, and use of
technology is stressed. Evaluation of student performance may involve tests, quizzes, homework, and
projects. Students in our Honors program have demonstrated diligence and success in learning
mathematics at an adeeated pace, and have a strong desire to continue with formal studies in
mathematics or mathematioslated fields. Successful Honors students have exhibited strong and
consistent mathematics skills, problswlving skills, and study skills in prior mathatics courses. This
course will require a summer assignment.

CALCULUS HONORS
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1.0 credit Grades 11, 12 Full-Year
Prerequisite: PreCalculus

Guideline: B or higher in PreCalculus A or Aor higher in PreCalculus B
Teacherrecommendation required

Graduation Requirement Areas: Math or Open STEAM

This course is intended for students who want to learn the important concepts and skills of calculus but do
not want to take the AP test. The materials used are the same, andrting leatcomes are similar to

those of AP courses. The pace is slower, and the majority of AP topics are covered in less depth.
Evaluation of student performance is based on tests, homework, and quizzes.

AP CALCULUS AB

1.0 credit Grades 11, 12 Full-Year

Prerequisite: PreCalculus A or higher

Guideline: A or higher in PreCalculus A or Bor higher in PreCalculus Honors
Teacher recommendation required

Graduation Requirement Areas: Math or Open STEAM

This course is designed for students ylan to takeéhe Advanced Placement Calculus examination,

level AB. The course includes limit theory, differentiation and integration of algebraic and transcendental
functions, as well as some of their applications. Areas of analytic geometry are albpacstered.

Evaluation of student performance is based on tests, homework, and quizzes. Projects, presentations and
written work are incorporated in the evaluation of student performance. This course will require a summer
assignment.

AP CALCULUS BC

1.0credit Grades 11, 12 Full-Year
Prerequisite: PreCalculus Honors

Guideline: A or higher in PreCalculus Honors

Teacher recommendation required

Graduation Requirement Areas: Math or Open STEAM

This course is designed for students ylan to tak the Advanced Placement Calculus examination,

level BC. Independent work on the part of the student, in addition to regular class work, is expected to
achieve that goal. This course is considerably more extensive than Calculus AB, covering all AB topics
plus additional topics such a¥inite series, advanced methods of integrataom,lengthpolar

coordinates, angarametricequations. Evaluation of student performance is based orateteomework
assignments. This is an intensive coursesfodents who have demonstrated exceptional ability and
achievement in prior math courses. This course will require a summer assignmen

CALCULUS BC PLUS

1.0 credit Grades 11, 12 Full-Year
Prerequisite: AP Calculus AB

Teacherrecommendation required

Graduation Requirement Areas: Math or Open STEAM

This course is offered to students who have completed AP Calculus AB and will include all of the topics
in AP Calculus BQhat are not part of the curriculum of AP Calculus AB orc@his Honors along with

an introduction to multivariable calculus. Students completing this course will have the option of taking
the AP Calculus BC test. Major topics will include techniques of integration, infinite series, parametric,
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vector, and polarunctions, solid analytic geometry, vectors in three space, partial differentiation; vector
valued functions and motion in space, and multivariable functions and their derivatives.

MULTIVARIABLE CALCULUS

1.0 credit Grades 11, 12 Full-Year
Prerequisite: AP Calculus BC

Teacher recommendation required

Graduation Requirement Areas: Math or Open STEAM

This course is offered to students who have completed AP Calculus BC. Major topics will include

parametric, vector, and polar functions, vectorsamalytic geometry in space, vectalued functions

and motion in space, multivariable functions and their derivatives, partial differentiation, multiple
integral s, integration in vector fields, i ncludin
Applications and the use of dynamic graphing software will be used to deepen understanding of material.

DIFFERENTIAL EQUATIONS

1.0 credit Grades 11, 12 Full-Year
Prerequisite: AP Calculus BC

Teacher recommendation required

Graduation Requirement Areas: Math or Open STEAM

This course is a study of ordinary differential equations. Topics include solving methodsdus vgpes

of differential equations, initial value problems, physical applications, systems of linear differential
equations, series solutions, numerical methods, LaPlace Transforms, Fourier Series, and an introduction
to partial differential equations.vgluation of student performance is based on assessments.

AP STATISTICS

1.0 credit Grades 10, 11, 12 Full-Year
Prerequisite: Algebra 2 A or Algebra 2 Honors

Guideline: A or higher in Algebra 2 A or B or higher in Algebra 2 Honors
Teacherecommendation required

Graduation Requirement Areas: Math or Open STEAM

This course is designed for students who plan on taking the Advanced Placement Statistics exam. The
course centers on exploring data using simulation and probability theory tpateticatterns, planning a
study, and using statistical inference to confirm hypothesis. Evaluation will be based on tests, quizzes,
homework, and projects.

STATISTICS & PROBABILITY

.5 credit Grades 11, 12 S1, S2

Prerequisite: Algebra 2 B or higher

Guideline: B or higher in a B level course; C or higher in an A level course
Graduation Requirement Areas: Math or Open STEAM

The course begins with an-depth study of bability and relates those concepts to real world
applications and games. Statistical topics include: uses and abuses of statistics, displaying data
graphically, calculating mean, median, variance, and standard deviation, the normal distribution,
Empiricd rule, z scores, and percentiles. Evaluation will be based on tests, quizzes, homework, and
projects.

ADVANCED STATISTICS IN THE SOCIAL SCIENCES
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.5 credit Grades 11, 12 S2
Prerequisite: Statistics & Probability
Graduation Requirement Areas: Math©pen STEAM

We are bombarded with data every day. Scientists, politicians, and policymakers use numbers to describe
ideas, summarize positions, and persuade opinions. With the proliferation of numerical information

comes an evegrowing need for statistal literacy. In this course, students will learn how statistical

methods are used to analyze data and make inferences about the world around us. Students will also
investigate the challenges and pitfalls of experimental design and the ethical quest@ngigug

statistical research, leading to discussions of how statistics have led to both great achievements and
embarrassing blunders. Students will learn how to read and interpretoalistatistical studies as well

as how to formulate their own quigsts and analyze them using statistical methods.

ACCOUNTING

1.0 credit Grades 11, 12 Full-Year

Prerequisite: Completion of Algebra 2 B or higher or taken concurrently with Algebra 2 with teacher
recommendation

Graduation Requirement Aredstath or Open STEAM

This course presents the whole accounting cycle for both a service business organized as a proprietorship
and a merchandising business organized as a corporation. Topics studied include the accounting equation,
recording and analyzing transactions, cagttrod systems, posting to ledgers and journals, payroll, and
financial statements. In addition, topics such as ethics, accounting in the real world, business structures,
and accounting and career exploration are also covered. Evaluation will be basssssmasts,

homework, class work, working papers, and simulatidhss is a great class for students planning to

study business in college or for those who would someday like to be a business owner.

*Note: Not approved as an NCAA core course in Math

DISCRETE MATH

.5 credit Grades 11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite: Algebra 2 B or higher

Guideline: B or higher in a Bevel course; C or higher in an-level course
Graduation Requement Areas: Math or Open STEAM

This course will include a variety of topics not found in traditional high school math courses. The course
is designed for students who have demonstrated the analytical and logical thinking required of a
successful mathstlent. The intent is to demonstrate a connection between contemporary mathematics
and modern society. Topics studied include graph theory, the mathematics of voting and apportionment,
logic, recursive functions, mortgage tables, chaos theory, fractal simneand matrices. Evaluation will

be based on class work, tests, quizzes, homework, and projects.

PERSONAL FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT

.5 credit Grades 11, 12 S1,S2

Prerequisite: B or higher in Algebra 2 B; C or higher in Algebra 2 A or higher
Graduaton Requirement Areas: Math or Open STEAM

This course is intended to help students develop an understanding of financial literacy. It is designed to
prepare students to manage money and make informed financial decisions in their own lives. A focus of
the course will be the effective use of mathematics as a tool in developing financial literacy skills. Critical
thinking, problemsolving, and clear communication of ideas will be emphasized. Topics studied include
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earnings, banking, credit cards, taxes, iaBae, investing, loans, budgeting, and buying personal
property. Evaluation will be based on assessments, homework, class work, projects, and simulations.

*Note: Not approved as an NCAA core course in Math

FINANCIAL DECISION MAKING IN THE DIGITAL AGE

.5 credit Grades 11, 12 S2

Prerequisite: Personal Financial Management or 90% or above on prerequisite knowledge test; C or
higher in Personal Financial Management

Graduation Requirement Areas: Math or Open STEAM

This course is intended farther student knowledge in financial literacy with emphasis on the financial
life cycle. The course will build upon and extend topics introduced in Personal Financial Management,
such as, financial goal setting, investments, insurance and retiremarihgldn addition, students will

be introduced to the financial tools used in wealth creation, protection and distribution.

*Note: Not approved as an NCAA core course in Math

WESTPORT CONTINUING EDUCATION SUMMER GEOMETRY A
1.0 credit Grades 8, 9, 1011 Summer
Prerequisite: Algebra 1

Graduation Requirement Area: Math

Note: This course is offered during the summer through Westport Continuing Eduicaitcedit
recovery or advancement. Staples students seeking to enroll must obtain prior amgtenal from their
school counselor and the math department coordinator. The school counselor and department
coordinator indicate their approval via signature on tvestport Continuing Education High School
Academics Registration Form

This course studs area, perimeter, surface area, volume, logic, building blocks of geometry, congruence,

similarity, right triangle trigonometry, and properties of triangles, polygons, quadrilaterals and circles.
Algebra skills are embedded in each unit.
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ADVANCED VIDEO EDITING

.5 credit Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite: None

Graduation Requirement Area: Open STEAM

Advanced Video Editing is a course for all those who enjoy-pasiuction video editing. It is designed

to advance theideo editing skills of students who have a range of skill in editing from cell phones to
editing studios. Students will become highly proficient with Adobe Premiere Pro software and specific
techniques used in editing a wide variety of video projectssd henge from films to news shows, special
segments such as the Staples stadium video entertainment and selective audio projects. Students will
utilize green screen technology, motion graphics, and other animation to build high level, sophisticated
videos.The class is designed to interface well with other media courses like Narrative Film Production,
TV Production, and other ecampus programs and events. As with other media classes, material
produced from the class has the potential to be viewed byhbelstudience and the Westport public.

AUDIO PRODUCTION 1

.5 credit Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite: None

Graduation Requirement Area: Open STEAM

Audio Production 1 is designed to introduce and develop student skill and awareness through
collaborative projeebased learning in the art of audio production. (Prepasied learning is a dynamic
classroom approach in which students actively explorenedd problems and challenges and acquire
deeper knowledge.) This courseilds student capacity related to the roles and responsibilities of audio
producers and engineers from idea inception to finished prdtlisca handn introduction to modern
recording, mixing, programmingnd pos{production techniques. Student learning objectives are oriented
toward audio enthusiast and musicians with the desire to record themselves and others in a hybrid home
studio recording environment or professional rdowg studios. Through a series of haiwasprojects
involving recording, programmingnd mixing activities, students learn workflow stratetidsoost their
efficiency and productivity with digital media while addressing the increasingly hybrid natBistof
century recording and mixing practices that exists in audio production.

AUDIO PRODUCTION 2

.5 credit Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 S1, S2

Prerequisite: Audio Production 1 or course instru
Graduation Requirement Area: Open STEAM

Note: This course can be taken multiple times or considered for an independent learning experience with
teacher and department coordinator approval.

Audio Production 2s designed to sequentially and systemaltjcadove student thinking forward by

further developing student skill sets and awareness of conceptual and practical content introduced and
developed in Audio Production 1. During Audio Production 2, students will continue to engage in
collaborative projeebased learning in the art audio production while further exploring and building skills
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and awareness of both analog and digital audio technology, microphones, recording techniques, audio
signal flow, Digital Audio Workstations (DAW) session managementfiigdxchange, integration of

MIDI with audio tracks. In addition, signal processing, editing and professional mixing techniques will
also be explored and discussed as a way to introduce and inspire students of ways to move their thinking
forward. Througla comprehensive study that blends both historical and modern audio production
perspectives, students gain a deeper insight to how the exciting world of audio production has evolved
and where it is headed. Students are involved in the audio recordingsah8sic and theater

productions, producing and engineering SHS student ensembles, bands, and other recording artists, and
assisting in the production of SHS audio artifacts used for WWPT Westport 90.3 FM.

NARRATIVE FILM PRODUCTION

.5 credit Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite: None

Graduation Requirement Area: Open STEAM

Narrative Film Production is a course for students who wish to learn and expand their skills in the use of

video cameras and digl editing software. Students create films that express personal visions and
understanding of their world and of people. Techniques include brainstorming, storyboarding, scripting,

lighting, camera management, microphone treatment and application,uamtdreoording. Students will

analyze and discuss the techniques used by Hollywood filmmakers and apply the techniques to their

work. It is the goal of this class that students will participate in the production of a substantial narrative

video piece that il be presented in an appropriate school venue. Additionally, the work produced by
students wil/ be broadcast on Westportds Educati o
submitted to the Staples own yearly film festival and to other local, nitamrdhinternational film

festivals.

RADIO PRODUCTION 1

.5 credit Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite: None

Graduation Requirement Area: Open STEAM

Radio Production is the first of a twepart course designed to develop student skills and awareness
through collaborative projedtased learning that embeds computer and information technology for the
purpose of media communications. This course supports career anddéedacation (CTE) that

prepares students for postsecondary education that can lead to industry certification, an associate, or
baccalaureate degrd@uring Radio Production 1, students explore and develop ways to inform, entertain,
market, and produce i messages via written and oral/aural audio communications. In addition,
students gain handm experience learning to operate mixing consoles, electronic computer hardware,
and software as well as specific telecommunications systems. Students alse axglizarn

management principles involved in strategic planning, resource allocation, production methods, and
coordination of people and resources. Further, students implement social and collaborative
communication skills for the purpose of live radia@anternet broadcasting on WWRTWestport, 90.3

FM. Students who complete Radio Production 1 develop the essential skills required &mdgpest
broadcast production of media audio artifacts that contribute to the importance of becoming a literate
corsumer and responsible and ethical producer of media.

RADIO PRODUCTION 2

.5 credit Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 S1, S2

Prerequisite: Radi o Production 1 or course instru:
Graduation Requirement Area: Open STEAM
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Note: This course can llaken multiple times or considered for an independent learning experience with
teacher and department coordinator approval.

Radio Production & the second of a twpart course designed to sequentially and systematically move
student thinking forward bfurther developing skills and awareness of conceptual and practical content
introduced and developed in Radio Production 1. This course supports career and technical education
(CTE) that prepares students for postsecondary education that can lead ty twitifitation, an

associate, or baccalaureate degree. During Radio Production 2, students independently select strategies
that reinforce their current knowledge and skills needed to support careers in media, computer, and
information technology. In adiiibn, Radio Production 2 students focus on personal reflections and peer
to-peer evaluation of media products generated. Further, students enrolled are required to regularly
explain strategies and workflows with media technologies.

TV STUDIO & DOCUMENTAR Y PRODUCTION 1

.5 credit Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite: None

Graduation Requirement Area: Open STEAM

TV Studio & Documentary Productionid the first of a twepart course designed to develop student

skills and awareness through collaborative prefested learning that embeds computer and information
technology for the purpose video and audio media communicatiofhis course supports ieer and
technical education (CTE) that prepares students for postsecondary education that can lead to industry
certification, an associate, or baccalaureate degree. DiMir§tudio & Documentary Production 1

students explore and survey different methagisd by industry professionals and media influencers
regarding how to effectively inform, entertain, engage, and build audiences through the production of
video and audio media communicatiolsaddition, students gain hands on experience with industry
hardware and software such as video switcher consoles and electronic computer hardware and software.
Also, students explore and learn management principles involved in strategic planning, resource
allocation, production methods, and coordination of peamderasources. Further skills include operating
field and studio video equipment, voiceover technigues, audio capture, and fundamental video
editing/production workflows. Lastly, students learn the technical essentials required for distributing
content ontie web and the workflows required for preparing content for online platforms.

TV STUDIO & DOCUMENTARY PRODUCTION 2

.5 credit Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 S1, S2

PrerequisiieTV St udi o & Documentary Production 1 or cour
Graduation Requirement Area: Open STEAM

Note: This course can be taken multiple times or considered for an independent learning experience with
teacher and departmenbordinator approval.

TV Studio & Documentary Productioni® the second of a twpart course designed to sequentially and
systematically move student thinking forward by further developing student skills and awareness of
conceptual and practical conteémtroduced and developed in TV Studio & Documentary Production 1.
This course supports career and technical education (CTE) that prepares students for postsecondary
education that can lead to industry certification, an associate, or baccalaureate degrgd.\DStudio

& Documentary Production 2, students independently select strategies that reinforce their current
knowledge and skills needed to support careers in media, computer, and information technology. In
addition, students focus on personal reftew and peeto-peer evaluation of products generated.
Further, students enrolled are required to regularly explain strategies and workflows with media
technologies.
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Grade 9 Grade 10 Grades 11 & 12

Music Ensembles Music Ensembles Music Ensembles
Anima Cantorurmn(tenor and Anima Cantorumn{tenor and Anima Cantorun{tenor and
bass voices) bass voices) bass voices)
Treble Chorugsopano and alto | Bella Voce(soprano and alto | Bella Voce(soprano and alto
voices) voices) voices)
Freshman Concert Band Symphonic Band Choralairegby audition; all

Freshman OrchestiaStrings Sophomore OrchestiiaStrings | voice parts)
Symphonic Band
Symphonic Orchestra Strings

Elective Ensembles Classroom Music Courses
(Grades 912)
Beginning Pian@9-12)
Orphenians Music Technology9-12)
Jazz Ensemble AP Music Theorygradesl0-12
ChamberOrchestra only)

*Elective ensembles are by Popular Music and Diversity in
audition only; rehearsals are | American Societydption for
held after school. UCONN ECE; grade$0-12

only)

Note: Winds, brass, and percussion students (graded %vho are interested in full orchestra should
register for band only. Students will be selected for full orchestra by the band and orchestra directors at a
later date.

MUSIC DEPARTMENT OVERVIEW
The Westport Music Departmentdés vision is to deve!
by developing their ability to create, perform, and respond to diverse music at the highest level in a safe

and nurtiring environment.

9th and 10th grade music students have three schedulingfgttadents must select a single 1.0 credit
course or two .5 credit/shared courses; students may not take a single .5 credit music course only):

9 Students who play oriastrument only should register for one music ensemble. Students will
earn 1.0 credit for this one course.
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1 Students who play multiple instruments, including voice (e.qg., voice/violin, trumpet/cello,
percussion/voice), should register for two .5 creditistianusic ensembles. Students will earn .5
credit for each course, and the period is divided equally between the two courses.

1 Students who wish to take theater and a freshman or sophomore music esseuldleegister
for one .5 credit/shared music enseendhd either Theater I: Acting Fundamentals (grade 9) or
Theater 2: Advanced Acting (grade 10). Students will earn .5 credit for Theater and .5 credit for
the music ensemble, and the period is divided equally between the two courses.

11th and 12th gradewsients who play multiple instruments, including voice (e.g., voice/violin,
trumpet/cello, percussion/voice), and wish to enroll in shared music courses must obtain director approval
prior to registering. Students who are enrolled in two shared coursesmil.5 credit for each course,

and the period is divided equally between the two courses.

MUSIC ENSEMBLES

ANIMA CANTORUM

.5 or 1.0 credit Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 Full-Year
Prerequisite: None

Graduation Requirement Areas: VisualR&rforming Artsor Open Humanities

Anima Cantorum is open to all students, gradd2 9wvho sing in the tenor or bass vocal range. No

previous singing experience is necessary. Emphasis is on personal vocal development within an ensemble
setting and musiliteracy. Students who wish to take Anima Cantorum in addition to an instrumental
ensemble or Theater have a .5 credit option where the two courses will be split between two periods.
Performance opportunities include the fall choral concert, Candleligths@ring choral concert.

BELLA VOCE

.5 or 1.0 credit Grades 10, 11, 12 Full-Year

Prerequisite: Selection based on audition and completion of at least one year of Treble Chorus
Graduation Requirement Areas: Visual & Performing Arts or Open Humanitie

Bella Voce is an intermediatdvanced vocal ensemble that is open to-1@th grade sopranos and altos
who have successfully completed at least 1 year of Treble Chorus. Curriculum emphasizes continued
musical literacy, irdepth understanding of vodaichnique, and performance practice. Students who wish
to take Bella Voce in addition to an instrumental ensemble or Theater have a .5 credit option where the
period would then be divided equally between the two courses. Performance opportunitieshecialie t
choral concert, Candlelight, and spring choral concert.

CHORALAIRES

.5 or 1.0 credit Grades 11, 12 Full-Year

Prerequisite: Selection based on audition and completion of at least one year of SHS vocal experience
Graduation Requirement Areagisual & Performing Arts or Open Humanities

Choralaires is an advanced vocal ensemble that is available by audition to 11th and 12th grade students of
every voice part (SATB) who have successfully completed at least one year of singing in a vocal

ensemle at Staples High School. Curriculum emphasizes an advanced level of musical literacy, vocal
pedagogy, personal vocal growth, and performance practice. Performance opportunities include but are
not limited to the fall choral concert, Candlelight, youthaert, and spring choral concert.

TREBLE CHORUS
.5 or 1.0 credit Grade 9 Full-Year
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Prerequisite: None
Graduation Requirement Areas: Visual & Performing Arts or Open Humanities

Treble Chorus is open to studemgrade9 whosing in the soprano or alto vocal range. No previous

singing experience is necessary. Emphasis is on personal vocal development within an ensemble setting
and music literacy. Students who wish to take Treble Chorus in addition to an instrumental easemble
Theater have a .5 credit option where the period would then be divided equally between the two courses.
Performance opportunities include the fall choral concert, Candlelight, and spring choral concert.

FRESHMAN CONCERT BAND

.5 or 1.0 credit Grade 9 Full-Year

Prerequisite: None

Graduation Requirement Areas: Visual & Performing Arts or Open Humanities

Freshman Concert Band is open to all 9th grade students who play a wind osiparistrument.

The Freshman Concert Band studies musically challenging band literature appropriate to the grade
level. In order to provide diverse learning opportunities and foster student independence and
leadership, sectional rehearsals and chambeicmuaskshops are integrated into the class structure.
This ensemble combines with members of Freshman OrclieStrangs for several concerts each

year for performance of full orchestra repertoiree Freshman Concert Band performs at concerts
and the Memorial Day Parade.

SYMPHONIC BAND

.5 or 1.0 credit Gradesl0,11, 12 Full-Year
Prerequisite: None

GraduationRequirement Areas: Visual & Performing Arts or Open Humanities

Symphonic Band, SHSO6s pr esoph@noregurbossramnd seniorsvehmb | e, i
play a wind or percussion instrument. The Symphonic Band studies musically challenging band

literature of a significant level of difficulty. In order to provide diverse learning opportunities and

foster student independence and leadership, sectional rehearsals and chamber music workshops are
integrated into the class structufdis ensemble combinegth members of the Symphonic

Orchestrd Strings for several concerts each year for performance of full orchestra repé&tieire.
Symphonic Band performs at concerts and the Memorial Day Parade.

FRESHMAN ORCHESTRA 1 STRINGS

.5 or 1.0 credit Grade 9 Full-Year

Prerequisite: None

Graduation Requirement Areas: Visual & Performing Arts or Open Humanities

Students in Freshman Orchestra perform and study varied orchestral literature. Freshman Orchestra is
open to all 9th grade string playgwsolin, viola, cello, and bass). The curriculum focuses on music

literacy, musicianshipand refining fundamental technique and skills within an ensemble séttiogler

to provide diverse learning opportunities and foster student independence arghipadectional

rehearsal and chamber music workshops are integrated into the class sffbisuieasemble combines

with members of Freshman Concert Band for several concerts each year for performance of full orchestra
repertoire. Freshman Orchestrafpans at several concerts during the school year.

SOPHOMORE ORCHESTRA T STRINGS

.5 or 1.0 credit Grade 10 Full-Year
Prerequisite: None
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Graduation Requirement Areas: Visual & Performing Arts or Open Humanities

Sophomore Orchestra is an advancing string orchestra that studies significant string orchestra
literature.Sophomore Orchestra is open to all sophomore string players (violin, viola, cello, and
bass). The curriculum focuses on expanding music literaagcianship,and refining technique and
skills within an ensemble settinigh order to provide diverse learning opportunities and foster
student independence and leadership, sectional rehearsal and chamber music workshops are
integrated into the class struot. This ensemble combines with member$SgmphonicBand for

several concerts each year for performance of full orchestra repertoire. The Sophomore Orchestra
performs at several concerts during the school year.

SYMPHONIC ORCHESTRA i STRINGS

.5 or 1.0credit Grades 11, 12 Full-Year

Prerequisite: None

Graduation Requirement Areas: Visual & Performing Arts or Open Humanities

Symphonic Orchestrig an advanced string and symphonic orchestra that stigrefcant and

standard orchestral literature. Symphonic Orchestra is open to all junior and senior string players
(violin, viola, cello, and bass.) The curriculum focuses on expanding music litenasicianship,

and demonstrating mastery of technigunel skills within an ensemble setting. This ensemble
combines with members of Symphonic Band for several concerts each year for performance of full
orchestra repertoire. The Symphonic Orchestra performs in several concerts during the school year.

INSTRUME NTAL MUSIC LESSONS

Instrumental lessons are strongly encouraged for all instrumental students. Weakigutsinschool

lessons are provided for students who need additional assistance. The focus of these lessons is to
strengthen student technique andsicianship necessary for success in department ensembles. Lessons
are scheduled during a free period, before or after school, or concurrently during an ensemble. Priority is
given to students who do not study with a private teacher outside of school.

HONORS CREDIT FOR ENSEMBLES

All ensemble courses may be taken for honors credit. Students must meet prerequisite qualifications for
entry, then complete work as outlined in Bigstaining QualificationsEach quarter, students enrolled in
honorslevel ensembles must create a perfarogarecording and journal reflection for the Vision of the
Graduate PortfolioExamples may include solo repertoire, audition material, chamber music, technical
etudes, or repertoire excerpts studied during the quarter.

Please see the charts below forcsfie qualifications by grade level.
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Honors Music Ensem

bleCredit 1 Grade 9

Entry Level Qualifications

Sustaining Qualifications

Students who performed in the Western Regior
Middle School Music Festival in 8th gradbould
register for their freshman ensemble, then will &
eligible toenrollin the honors section up@mrival
at Staples.

Students who have not participated in thest¥m
Region Middle School Music Festivalit wish to
receive honors credit must participate and
maintaintwo or moreof the following
gualifications by Decembaf 9th grade

71 Private lessons (minimum of 15 lessons pe
semester)

T Auditi on WesternBdgierA 6 s
Festival

1 Consistent participation in a teactapproved

ensemble outside of the school day (Wind
Ensemble, Jazz Workshop, Jazz Ensemble
Chamber Orchestra, Orphenians, etc.)

Students who are enrolled in the honors sectiol
in addition to cotinuing their entrylevel
qualification work must continue to meet the
following qualifications:

1 Have earned and maintained anakerage in
Staplesmusic ensembleourses

1 Receive a teacher recommendation to
continue at the honors level

T Participate in CMEA

State Festival (if accepted and one of the tv
qualifications chosen by the student)

Honors Music EnsembleCre

dit T Grades 10, 11, and 12

Entry Level Qualifications

Sustaining Qualifications

Studentsshould register for their ensemble, ther
will be eligible to enroll in the honors section at
the start of the next school year if thegve:

Students who wish to sustain honors credit mu
fulfill two or moreof the following criteria:

1 Private lesson@minimum of 15 lessons per
f Earned and maintained an Average in semester
Staplesmusic ensembleourses 1 Audition for and participai n CME A6
Western Rgion/All State or otheleacher
AND approved honors ensembles
1 Consistent participation in a teactasproved
T Demonstrated Musicianship Skildastery ensemble outside of the school day (Wind
Assessment appropriate to the Ensemble, Jazz Workshop, Jazz Ensemble
ensemble/grade level Chamber Orchestra, Orphenians, etc.)
1 MBDA Portfolio development, whis may

include recordings of solo or chamber work

*Qther opportunities to earn honors credit may
possible, but must be teackapproved by the
30th day of the semester.
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ELECTIVE ENSEMBLES

The delivery of instruction in music skills asdncepts occur in the core curricular ensemble program.
The caocurricular ensembles are idiomatic and performdrased. All students must be enrolled in a core
ensemble offered during the school day in order to participate in tberdoular program.

CHAMBER ORCHESTRA

1.0 credit Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 Full-Year

Prerequisite: Selection based on audition

Graduation Requirement Areas: Visual & Performing Arts or Open Humanities

Chamber Orchestra ke most advanced string orchestra apen to string stients who wish to explore

string orchestréiterature Students are selected by audition in June of the prior school year and must be a
member of é&taples orchestréand, or chorusChamber Orchestra meets @weningper week for in

depth study and rehearsal. One weekly sectional is also required. The Chamber Orchestra performs at
school functions, festivals, community events, and concerts during the scho&tyeants donot

register for this course until after the audition.

JAZZ ENSEMBLE

1.0 credit Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 Full-Year

Prerequisite: Selection based on audition

Graduation Requirement Areas: Visual & Performing Arts or Open Humanities

Jazz Ensemble is open to advanced wind/percussion students who wish to explore the Jazz idiom.
Students are selected by audition in June of the prior school year and must be a merStmples ®and,
chorus, or orchestrdazz Ensemble meets one afternoon per week fordepith jazz study and

rehearsal. One weekly sectional is also required. Jazz Ensemble performs at school functions, festivals,
community events and concerts during the school yadents donot regigter for this course until

after the audition.

ORPHENIANS

1.0 credit Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 Full-Year

Prerequisite: Selection based on audition

Graduation Requirement Areas: Visual & Performing Arts or Open Humanities

Orphenians is open to vocal student® wish to explore advanced vocal repertoire. Students are selected
by audition in June of the prior school year and must be a memb&taples band, chorus, or orchestra
The Orpheniansneetone afternoon per week for arrdepth study and rehearsal. One weekly sectional is
also requiredThe Orpheniangerformat school functions, festivals, community events, and concerts
during the school yeaGtudents donot register for this course untilafter the audition.

CLASSROOM MUSIC COURSES

AP MUSIC THEORY

1.0 credit Grades 10, 11, 12 Full-Year

Prerequisite: Previous participation in the high school instrumeaitalocal music program; course
instructorés recommendati on

Graduation Requirement Areas: Visual & Performing Arts, Open Humarniti€3pen STEAM
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AP Music Theory students will develop the ability to recognize, understand, and describe the basic
materials and processes of music that are heard or presented in a score. The student will develop aural,
sightsinging, written, compositional, and analytieaercises. Students will solve compositional

problems and become proficient in panting. Students will receive edraining and skills for aural
identification and dictation notation. The curriculum for this course has been designed in coopettation wi
the AP Testing Service and will prepare students to take the AP Music Theory exam in May.

BEGINNING PIANO

.5 credit Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 S1, S2

Prerequisite: None

Graduation Requirement Areas: Visual & Performing Arts or Odeamanities

Beginning Piano is a orgemester class that focuses on using keyboards and MIDI controllers as a
way to unlock personal musical creativity and the opportunity to work alone and collaboratively with
others. This course is designed for studerite are music enthusiasts and musicians with the desire
to learn more about the music making process. Through a series ofdmpiasects that involve
recording, programming, and mixing activities, students will learn workflow strategies that will
boosttheir music learning, efficiency, and productivity with modern tools and resources. Popular
folk songs and traditional melodies are utilized to teach basic condéptsrevious musical

experience is necessary.

MUSIC TECHNOLOGY

.5 credit Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 S1, S2

Prerequisite: None

Graduation Requirement Areas: Visual & Performing Arts, Open Humariti€3pen STEAM

Music Technology is a orgemester class for students in gradd2 90ver the course of the semester,

students utilize music software and digital instruments to create, compose, and respond to various musical
elements and fundamentalSongs and musical arrangements are studied to identify how each piece

utilizes the basic elements of music (tempo, rhythnahpinelody, harmony, form, and style). Students

use music applications to create, edit, manipulate and arrange musical compositions in a style similar to
the ones studied in classtudents demonstrate their understanding of these musical components by
gererating original compositions and/or arrangements in a variety of musical styles (jazz, rock, Latin,
reggae, techno, pop, etc.). This course may be repeated for credit with teacher and department coordinator
approval.

POPULAR MUSIC AND DIVERSITY IN AMERICAN SOCIETY (OPTION FOR UCONN ECE)
1.0 credit Grades 10, 11, 12 Full-Year

Prerequisite: None

Graduation Requirement Areas: Visual & Performing Arts, Open Humaniti€dpen STEAM

This course examines American popular music within its historichsaaial context, primarily

throughout the 20th century. It will encourage students to think critically and creatively about popular

music in relation to topics of diversity. We will study significant styles of American popular music, with a
focus on seldcsongs that exemplify their respective genres, and explore several recurring themes
throughout the course. The course is intended to
music they already know, as well as to introduce less familiar stpegienres. Students will develop

critical listening skills and become more informed consumers of popular music.

POPULAR MUSIC AND DIVERSITYIN AMERICAN SOCIETY ALSO OFFERS CREDITS FROM
THE UNIVERSITY OF CONNECTICUT THROUGH UCONN EARLY COLLEGHEEXPERIENCE.
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UCONN MUSI1003: POPULAR MUSIC AND DIVERSITY IN AMERICAN SOCIETY
Three credits

An introduction to popular music and diversity in America: jazz, blues40gpop, rock, hip

hop, and other genres. Musicians and their music studied ioaiext of twentieticentury and
contemporary American society, emphasizing issues of race, gender, class, and resistance.

JALL

Ensemble, Combo

OUTSIDE
ORGANIZATIONS CORE

Regionals, All-State ENSEMBLES:

VOCAL
Orphenians

BAND, CHORUS,
ORCHESTRA

CHAMBER CHAMBER
ORCHESTRA ENSEMBLES
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SCIENCE

Grade 9 Core Courses

Acceleratedsciencel
Biology B

Biology A

Biology Honors

Grade 10 Core Courses

Accelerated Science 2
Chemistry B
Chemistry A
Chemistry Honors

Grade 11 Core Courses

Physics B
Physics A
Physics Honors

Life Science Elective Courses

Physical Science (Chemistry an

Full Year Courses:

AP Biology

AP Environmental Science
Anatomy & Physiology
ScientificResearchdonorg

Semester Courses:

Animal Behavior
Biotechnology
Environmental Science
Forensics

Horticulture

Marine Biology
Medical Terminology
Zoology

Physics) Elective Courses

Full Year Courses:

AP Chemistry
AP Physics 1

AP Physics C: Mechanics & E&M

Earth Science
Scientific Researchlonorg

Semester Courses:

Solar System Astronomy
Stars, Galaxies, & the Universe

Computer Science and
Engineering Elective Courseg

Full Year Courses:

AP Computer Science A
AP Computer Science
Principles

Scientific Researchlonorg

Semester Courses:

3-D Design & Engineering
Aerospace Science
Applied Algorithmic Design
Building Web Applications
CreAtive Technological
Solutions (CATS)
Embeddedsystems
Programming

Engineering & Applied Physicy
Introduction to Programming
Introduction to Web
Programming

Materials & Design Science
Mobile App Developmen

*Scientific Researchionorsmay be takem 10th, 11th or 12th grade and may be taken multiple times
with teacher and department coordinator appro\&tientific ResearcHonorscan be considered either
a life science, physical science, or computer science/engineering elective.

SCIENCE DEPARTMENT OVERVIEW

83



The sciene program at Staples High School provides a comprehensive selection of courses that provide a
broad exposure to various scientific discipling@fie program aims to prepare all students to be

scientifically literate citizens as well as to provide a fiourfdation of learning for those wishing to

investigate science beyond high school. All students at Staples High School are required to take three
years of science. Students can either take one year each of Biology, Chemistry, and Physics or take
Acceleratel Science 1 and 2 followed by one credit of science electiieere are a wide range of

elective courses, including numerous semester electives as wellysdiuélectives and AP courses. Al
Science courses include extended labs to accommodate fadditional time required by our lased
courseworkThe program also offers an expansive range of computer science courses focused on both
traditional and welibased programing, as well as the development of digital literacy.

CORE COURSES

MULTIDISCIPLINARY SCIENCE COURSES

ACCELERATED SCIENCE 1

ACCELERATED SCIENCE 2

2.0 credits Grade 9, 10 Two Years
Prerequisite for Accelerated Science 1: Enrollment as a SHS student
Prerequisite for Accelerated Science 2: Accelerated Science 1
Teacher recommendation required

Graduation Requirement Area: Science

This is a tweyear science course designed to give students broad exposure to science concepts in

Biology, Chemistry, Earth Science, and Physics within an integrated framework alighedh&w
Connecticut Science Standards (NIGSS) . Students study big ideas suc
and AHow do humans influence the flow of energy a
they need answers to in order to build theiderstanding. Students collaborate and engage in argument

from evidence, develop and revise models, and carry out investigations to come to an understanding of

the world around them. This course is for students who like to look at the big picture. #atsitine

curriculum of three years of traditional science into two, allowing students to take a broader range of

science courses their junior and senior years.

BIOLOGY COURSES

BIOLOGY B

1.0 credit Grade 9 Full-Year
Prerequisite: Enrollment as a SH8ident

Graduation Requirement Area: Science

Biology B is aligned with the Next Generation Science Standitai®r topics include Ecology, Cells,
DNA, Genes and Heredity, Evolution, and Human Health. Students will be expected to participate in
regular ld experimentation, develop critical thinking skills, and apply knowledge to a variety of
scenarios. Evaluation is based on laboratory experiments and reports, assessments, homework, and
projects.This course covers the same topics as Biology A, but withtgr teacher support and direction.
The reading level and assessments for this course are less demanding than Biology A.

BIOLOGY A

1.0 credit Grade 9 Full-Year
Prerequisite: Enrollment as a SHS student

Teacher recommendation required
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Graduation Requirement Area: Science

Biology A is aligned with the Next Generation Science StandMdgr topics include Ecology, Cells,
DNA, Genes and Heredity, Evolution, and Human Health. Students will be expected to participate in
regular lab expementation, develop critical thinking skills, and apply knowledge to a variety of
scenarios. Evaluation is based on laboratory experiments and reports, tests, quizzes, homework, and
projects.

BIOLOGY HONORS

1.0 credit Grade 9 Full-Year

Prerequisite:Concurrent @rollment in Geometry A or higher, enrollment as a SHS student
Teacher recommendation required

Graduation Requirement Area: Science

Biology Honors is aligned with the Next Generation Science Standards. Major topics include Ecology,
Cells,DNA, Genes and Heredity, Evolution, and Human Health. The level of reading necessitates that
students enrolling in this course have excellent reading and comprehension skills. Students will be
expected to participate in regular lab experimentation, deeitigal thinking skills, and apply

knowledge to a variety of scenarios. Concepts studied in Biology Honors will be approached in greater
depth and in a manner that requires more student indepen&eadgation is based on laboratory
experiments and reps, tests, quizzes, homework, and projects.

CHEMISTRY COURSES

CHEMISTRY B

1.0 credit Grades 10, 11, 12 Full-Year
Prerequisite: Biology

Graduation Requirement Area: Science

Chemistry B is aligned with the Next Generation Science Standargs@ides students an introduction

to chemistryThe course covers the same topics as Chemistry A, but with greater teacher support and
direction.The focus is on the structure of atoms and its implications for the structure and layout of the
periodic tablethe predictability of chemical reactions, and how matter mediates energy transfer in
biological and other systems. Evaluation is based on lab experiments, tests and quizzes, projects, class
participation, homework, and a variety of activities.

CHEMISTRY A

1.0 credit Grades 10, 11, 12 Full-Year
Prerequisite: Biology, Algebra 1

Guideline: Concurrent enroliment in Algebra 2 or higher
Teacher recommendation required

Graduation Requirement Area: Science

Chemistry A is aligned with the Nef@eneration Science Standardihkis course describes the nature of
matter in terms of molecular behavior. Concepts studied in Chemistry A require students to develop a
deep conceptual understanding of matter and energy at the molecular level and trexyai@e strong
mathematical and critical thinking skill§opics will include atomic structure, periodic properties,
chemical bonding and reactions, stoichiometry, thermodynamics, kinetics, equilibrium, gas laws,
solutions, and acids and bases. Evaludatdrased on written tests, quizzes, laboratory reports, special
projects, and homework.
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CHEMISTRY HONORS

1.0 credit Grades 10, 11, 12 Full-Year
Prerequisite: Biology, completion of or concurrent enroliment in Algebra 2
Teacher recommendation required

Graduation Requirement Area: Science

Chemistry Honors is aligned with the Next Generation Science Standards. Concepts studied in Chemistry
Honors will be approached in greater depth than Chemistry A and in a manner that necessitates greater
student indepeatence and requires mathematical and critical thinking skills. Students will develop a deep
conceptual understanding of matter and energy at the molecular level by studying topics such as atomic
structure, periodic properties, chemical bonding and reacstoishiometry, thermodynamics, kinetics,
equilibrium, gas laws, solutions, and acids and bases. Evaluation is based on written tests, quizzes,
laboratory reports, and homework.

PHYSICS COURSES

PHYSICS B

1.0 credit Grades 11, 12 Full-Year
Prerequisite: Chemistry

Graduation Requirement Areas: SciemcéOpen STEAM

Physics B is aligned with the Next Generation Science Standards and provides students an introduction to
physics. Topics include momentum, motion, forces, work, power, mechan&aly, energy

conversions, static and current electricity, magnetism, and sound and light, among others. This course
covers the same topics as Physics A, but with greater teacher support and direction. Evaluation is based
on lab experiments, tests andzapds, projects, class participation, homework, and a variety of activities.

PHYSICS A

1.0 credit Grades 11, 12 Full-Year
Prerequisite: Chemistry, Algebra/ or higher

Guideline: Concurrent enroliment in P«@alculus A or higher
Teacher recommendatigaquired

Graduation Requirement Areas: Science or Open STEAM

Physics A is aligned with the Next Generation Science Standards and provides students the opportunity to
discover and apply fundamental principles and laws of the physical world througggtigation and
problemsolving techniques. Topics studied are kinematics, dynamics, work and energy, momentum,
circular motion, simple harmonic motion, thermodynamics, wave motion, electricity, electromagnetism,
light, and some modern topics (e.g., mwdctric effect, quantum theory). Learning activities include

reading, problem solving, films, lectures, discussion, demonstrations, and experiments. Evaluation
includes tests and quizzes, problem work, and laboratory reports.

PHYSICS HONORS

1.0 credit Grades 11, 12 Full-Year
Prerequisite: Chemistry, Algebra 2 Honors

Guideline: Concurrent enrollment in Pi@alculus Honors or higher
Teacher recommendation required

Graduation Requirement Areas: Science or Open STEAM
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Physics Honors is aligned with theekt Generation Science StandaBdncepts studied in Physics

Honors will be presented at an accelerated pace, in greater depth than Physics A, and in a manner that
necessitates more student independence, algebraic and critical thinking ekilts. studed are

kinematics, dynamics, work and energy, momentum, circular motion, simple harmonic motion,
thermodynamics, wave motion, electricity, electromagnetism, light, and some modern topics (e.g.,
photoelectric effect, quantum theory). Learning activitiekuthe reading, problem solving, lectures,
discussion, demonstrations, and experiments. Evaluation includes tests and quizzes, problem solving and
conceptual homework, laboratory reports, and performaased laboratory assessments.

ELECTIVE COURSES

SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH HONORS

1.0 credits Grades 10, 11, 12 Full-Year

Prerequisite: One year of high school science and ability to produce a research proposal over the
summer

Teacher recommendation required

Graduation Requirement Areas: Science or Opea/ASAa

Note: This course can be taken multiple times with teacher and department coordinator approval.
Enrollment may be capped, and priority will be given to juniors and sophomores based on the research
cycle.

The overall goal of Scientific Research Honigrto help students produce original scientific research in a
field of their choice. Students are introduced to research techniques and the use of the scientific method,
statistics, and basic laboratory techniques to produce a research project. Sawitemtsaientific

journals and propose a research hypothesis and experimental design. Students will conduct their own
research, gather and statistically analyze their data, and report their findings to the scientific community.
Students will enter local, ate, and national science competitions and seek publication of their completed
research. Students will be assessed on their scientific research proposals, experimentation, oral
presentations, and written reports. Summer work will be required; studente witpected to present a
detailed research proposal the first week of school.

LIFE SCIENCE COURSES

AP BIOLOGY

1.0 credit Grades 11, 12 Full-Year

Prerequisite: Chemistry or Accelerated Science 2

Guideline: A or higher in either Chemistry A &€hemistry B or Accelerated Science 2,0B higher in
Chemistry Honors

Teacher recommendation required

Graduation Requirement Areas: Science or Open STEAM

Note: Space in this course is limited and priority is given to seniors.

AP Biology iscompletely aligned with the College Board AP Biology course description, and students
enrolled in this course are expected to take the College Board AP examination given Th&legurse

is designed for academically talented students wishing to acghiigd devel of understanding and skill
development in a university level biology class. Students will be responsible for the content of extensive
study guides and reading material. Class time shall be devoted to illustrating major principles and
conceptsn content areas. The topics of the course are biochemistry, cellular structure and function,
cellular energetics, cell communication and life cycle, heredity, gene expression and regulation, natural
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selection and ecologtvaluation will be based on testesearch, essays, and labs. A summer assignment
may be required.

AP ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE

1.0 credit Grades 11, 12 Full-Year

Prerequisite: Chemistry or Accelerated Science 2

Guideline: A or higher in Biology A or Bor higher in Biology HonorsA- or higher in Chemistry A or
B- or higher in Chemistry Honors;-%r higher in Accelerated Science 2

Teacher recommendation required

Graduation Requirement Areas: Science or Open STEAM

Note: Space in this course is limited and priority is givesetoiors.

AP Environmental Science is completely aligned with the College Board AP Environmental Science

course description, and students enrolled in this course are expected to take the College Board AP
examination given in May. Students in this coursk avialyze environmental concepts and processes in

order to gain a deeper appreciation of the world around us and even consider solutions to some of our

most pressing environmental concerns. Topics of the course include ecosystem dynamics, biodiversity,
popul ati on dynamics, Earthodés systems and resources
consumption, atmospheric, aquatic and terrestrial pollution, and global climate dnaaggition to the

usual classroom labs, exams, and essays on environnssoes,i students will be performing some

outdoor labs on local environmental issues and completingte&ngenvironmental projects. A summer
assignment may be required.

ANATOMY & PHYSIOLOGY

1.0 credit Grades 10, 11, 12 Full-Year
Prerequisite: Biologyr Accelerated Science 1

Graduation Requirement Areas: Science or Open STEAM

Anatomy & Physiology delves further into the structure and function of human cells, tissues, and organ
systems, disease, as well as human fetal development and human and mvaewodlition (with special

emphasis placed on diagnosis, treatment, surgical techniques, holistic medicine, forensic medicine, and
bioethics). Detailed dissection of both cats and fetal pigs is a required part of this course. Evaluation will

be based on hlo traditional and lafpracticum examinations, laboratory investigations, homework,

participation, internet research, dramatizations, drawing, and other forms of model making. All students

are required to produce an eoflyear project illustrating theirngderstanding of the anatomical and
physiological connections among the body systems.
College Human Biology course. Students are able to earn college credits from this course upon their
enrollmentatS&vi ncent 0 s.

ANIMAL BEHAVIOR

.5 credit Grades 10, 11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite: Biology or Accelerated Science 1

Graduation Requirement Areas: Science or Open STEAM

This course concentrates on how animals behave, why animals behave the way they do, and how
scientists design experiments to study their behavior. Studdhlisarn about the biology behind

behavior, animal communication, feeding behavior, mating, pregatgrrelationships, aggression,
territorial behavior, social behavior, and parental care. For the lab portion of this course, observation of
actual animls, video, and outf-classroom activities will be utilized.
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*Note: Not approved as an NCAA core course in Science

BIOTECHNOLOGY

.5 credit Grades9, 10, 11, 12 S1, S2

Prerequisite:Completion oBiology or Accelerated Sciencedr taken concurrently witBiology or
Accelerated Sciencewiith teacher recommendation

Graduation Requirement Areas: Science or Open STEAM

Note Biotechnology is open to 9th gradevgth their 8th grade science teacher recommendation only.

This course is @signed for students interested in molecular genetics and biotechnology. Using the
biochemistry of DNA, RNA, and proteins, students will learn the basic tools and techniques of
biotechnology. CRISPR, Bacterial Transformation and Plasmid PurificationjrPEdéetrophoresis,
Enzymelinked Immunosorbent Assay, and Polymerase Chain Reaction will be the basis of laboratory
experiments. Students will study human genetics as well as applications of biotechnology and ethical
issues relating to this science.

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE

.5 credit Grades 11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite: None

Graduation Requirement Areas: Science or Open STEAM

This course is designed for students with an interest in environmental issues. Utilizing field experiences
that will focus on bth scientific and social issues, students will study local habitats such as estuaries,
marshlands, fields, woodlands, wetlands, and seashores. Using class and field experiences, students will
explore past, present, and future use of a particular ha®a#tcal and environmental factors regarding

land use are explored as well as anticipated impact on the environment. Participation in the mandatory
field experiences requires that students carry the school insurance. The course will run for two
consecutie periods in a single semester, being téanght by a Science and a Social Studies teacher.

FORENSICS

.5 credit Grades 11, 12 S1, S2

Prerequisite: Biology and Chemistry, or Accelerated ScienaedlAccelerated Science 2
GraduationRequirement Areas: Science or Open STEAM

Forensics is designed to emphasize the laboratory techniques used by forensic scientists in the analysis of
crimes and the role of evidence in criminal and civil proceedings. Investigative procedures to be studied
include crime scene processing and reconstruction, fingerprinting, evaluation of injuries and cause of
death, determination of the pasbrtem interval, forensic entomology, bite mark analysis, tool marks,
ballistics, trajectory analysis, blood spatterlgsia, and DNA analysis. Experts from local and state

forensic labs and law enforcement will give seminars in actual crime scene investigation. The culminating
project focuses on a final crime scene and mock trial.

HORTICULTURE

.5 credit Grades 1011, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite: Biology or Accelerated Science 1

Graduation Requirement Areas: Science or Open STEAM

Horticulture is designed for students with an interest in the care and management of a greenhouse as well

as home gardening. The Staples ghemise will be used as an active laboratory to help students discover
the many variables that affect plant growth (sail, light, temperature, fertilizer, etc.). Students will learn
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fundamental skills and concepts of horticulture by growing a variety ofadsyand perennials. Students

will learn about pruning, propagation, and the proper and environmentally appropriate use of fertilizers
and pest management. In addition, students will learn in depth about invasive species and the significance
of pollinatorsin an ecosystem.

*Note: Not approved as an NCAA core course in Science

MARINE BIOLOGY

.5 credit Grades 10, 11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite: Biology and Chemistry, or Accelerated Science 1
Graduation Requirement Areas: Science or Open STEAM

Marine Biologyis designed for students interested in learning about local and global diversity of marine
life, marine habitats, and the various ways humans are influencing the marine world. Topics of study may
include: plankton, seaweed, marine inverte®sand marine vertebrates, estuaries, kelp forests, open
ocean, deep sea, coral reefs, overfishing, coral bleaching, hypoxia, and plastic pollution. Students will set
up and maintain a saltwater aquarium through which they will learn about aquariune sidrbe

nitrogen cycle. This is a lab science course which requires students to participate in dissections and field
trips to a local beach to survey marine life.

MEDICAL TERMINOLOGY

.5 credit Grades 10, 11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite: Biology or Accelated Science 1

Graduation Requirement Areas: Science or Open STEAM

Medical Terminology is a course that meets the requirements of the Allied Health Academy and prepares
students for upper level biology classes (such as Anatomy & Physiology, Biotechrulddy/Biology)
after students have successfully completed one full year of introductory biology (Biology B, A, or

Honors). Presented in a similar fashion to the co
three college credits fromthisaos e upon their enroll ment at St. Vin
Vincent 6s Coll ege course catalog, fAThe course of f.

of their construction including prefix, suffix, root, connecting, and combining fofims student acquires
an understanding of medical meanings applicable to the structure, function, and diseases of the human
body. Abbreviations and their appropriate usage a

*Note: Not approved as an NCAA core course in Science

ZOOLOGY

.5 credit Grades 10, 11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite: Biology and Chemistry, or Accelerated Science 1
Graduation Requirement Areas: Science or Open STEAM

Zoology, the study of animals, centers around the wildlife of the world. This course emphasizes animals
that live on land, fresh water, or in the @ifthough the emphasis will be on vertebrates (fish,

amphibians, reptiles, birds, and mammals), we will also be exploring worms and igetals exist in

a great many different ecosystems, and they have a tremendous variety of forms, many of them unusual, if
not outright bizarreAnimals have found remaakle ways to adapt to such varying requirements not only
through their structure and function, but also through their behavier course is designed to have

students explore the basic principles of the diversity of animal life through visual examination

identification, classification, and laboratory investigation.
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PHYSICAL SCIENCE (CHEMISTRY AND PHYSICS) COURSES

AP CHEMISTRY

1.0 credit Grades 11, 12 Full-Year

Prerequisite: Chemistry or Accelerated Science 2

Guideline: A or higher in Chemistry AB- or higher in Chemistry Honors, or-Ar higher in Accelerated
Science 2

Teacher recommendation required

Graduation Requirement Areas: Science or Open STEAM

Note: Space in this course is limited and priority is given to seniors.

AP Chemistry iglesigned (1) to prepare students for the AP examination given in May that entitles those
who do well on it to a semester or year credit at many colleges, and (2) for potential science majors such
as preengineering, pranedicine, or chemistry. This coursgpands on first year Chemistry concepts

with emphasis on modern bonding theories, various equilibria, electrochemistry, chemical
thermodynamics, kinetics, and some organic and nuclear cherfSisidents must have demonstrated a

high degree of competenay mathematics and the seliscipline to put in many hours each week for

studies outside of class. This course is completely aligned with the College Board AP Chemistry course
description and it is expected that students taking this course will takeltlaméed Placement

examination given in May by the College Board. A summer assignment may be required.

AP PHYSICS 1

1.0 credit Grades 11, 12 Full-Year

Prerequisite: Physics or Accelerated Science 2, and®ileulus

Guideline: A or higher in Physics A, Bor higher in Physics Honors, or-Ar higher in Accelerated
Science 2

Teacher recommendation required

Graduation Requirement Areas: Science or Open STEAM

Note: Space in this course is limited and priority is given to seniors.

AP Physics 1 focuses on classical mechanics. It is designed to lead students to develop a deep
understanding of kinematics, force and linear dynamics, work, energy, and power, linear momentum,
torque and rotational dynamics and energy, oscillations, and fRydconfronting complex physical
situations or scenarios, this course is designed to enable students to develop the ability to reason about
physical phenomena using important science practices, such as written explanations of relationships,
applying andustifying the use of mathematical routines, designing experiments, analyzing data, and
making connections across multiple topics within the course. At the end of this class, students will be
prepared to take the AP Physics 1 exam, and therefore it isteggbat students taking this course will

take the Advanced Placement examination given in May by the College Board.

AP PHYSICS C: MECHANICS AND E&M

1.0 credit Grades 11, 12 Full-Year

Prerequisite: Physics or Accelerated Science 2; enroliment in AP Cald&wos higher

Guideline: A or higher in Physics A, -Bor higher in Physics Honors, or-Ar higher in Accelerated
Science 2

Teacher recommendation required

Graduation Requirement Aas: Science or Open STEAM

Note: Space in this course is limited and priority is given to seniors.
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This college freshman level Physics will use Calculus so that students will be prepared to take the AP
Physics C exam in both Mechanics and Electromagnefibe study of mechanics includes rotational
topics. Work requirements, activities, and evaluation are similar to AP Physics 1. It is expected that
students taking this course will take the Advanced Placement examination given in May by the College
Board.

EARTH SCIENCE

1.0 credit Grades 10, 11, 12 Full-Year
Prerequisite: None

Graduation Requirement Areas: Science or Open STEAM

Earth Science is an NGS#ligned survey course that deals with different fields of study of planet

Earth.From the sun anstars, to the ground you walk upon, to the air you breathe, you will learn how the
Earthdés systems interact with e aAmajordotub@thecowmsecr eat
will be terraforming Mars (making Mars a habitable plareficking for Marsby Mary Roach will be

read and discussed throughout the y€aursework will include readings, migquizzes, and unit

projects. Midterm and final exams will be projects based on terraforming Mars.

SOLAR SYSTEM ASTRONOMY

.5 credit Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 S1
Prerequisite: None

Graduation Requirement Areas: Science or Open STEAM

Solar System Astronomy is a tour of Earth's neighborhood in space that includes the Sun, planets, planets’
moons andings, asteroids and meteoroids, comets, Oort Cloud, and Kuiper Belt and its objects. It

includes the evolution of our Solar System and the Bddbn system, as well as the search for other star
systems that house planets similar to those we know. Stuldann the history of solar system models

and the important players that raised astronomy from a collection of myths to a modern science. We will
also take an ischool field trip to our planetarium. Student assessment will include traditional tests, lab
work, shortterm activities, and oral presentations.

STARS, GALAXIES, & THE UNIVERSE

.5 credit Grades 10, 11, 12 S2
Prerequisite: Chemistry or Accelerated Science 1, Algebra 2
Graduation Requirement Areas: Science or Open STEAM

Stars, Galaxig and the Univerdeypasses the local astronomical neighborhood and looks at the larger
picture: The Milky Way, galaxies in general, and the entire Universe as we know it. Students begin the
course by learning how scientists learned we are located iafanany billions of galaxies, and how they

are distributed throughout spacetime. Students study the life cycle of stars, stellar classification, variable
stars (including their use in mapping the Universe), the evolution of galaxies, and the curress foeori

the origin and evolution of the Universe. Students use real astronomical data to solve problems. We will
also take an wschool field trip to our planetariurBtudent assessment will include traditional tests, lab
work, homework, shotterm activites, and class participation.

COMPUTER SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING COURSES

AP COMPUTER SCIENCE A

1.0 credit Grades 10, 11, 12 Full-Year
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Prerequisite: Introduction to Programming
Teacher recommendation required
Graduation Requirement Areas: Science or Open STEAM

Note: Space in this course is limited and priority is given to serfrsrrides into this course are not
permitted.

AP Computer Science A @& introductory collegéevel computer science course thegpares students

to take the College Board AP CSA exam in May. Students cultivate their understanding of Java coding
through analyzing, writing, and testing code as they explore concepts like modularity, variables, and
control structuresTopics coverednclude Java primitive types, classes and objects, boolean expressions
and ifstatements, iteration, arrays and the Java ArrayList, 2D arrays, inheritance, and recursion.

AP COMPUTER SCIENCE PRINCIPLES

1.0 credit Grades 10, 11, 12 Full-Year
Prerequisite: Introduction to Programming

Teacher recommendation required

Graduation Requement Areas: Science or Open STEAM

Note: Space in this course is limited and priority is given to seniors.

AP Computer Science Principlssan introductory collegéevel computer science course that prepares
students to take the College Board AP @3Bm in Maylt introduces students to the breadth of the field

of computer science. Students learn to design and evaluate solutions and to apply computer science to
solve problems through the development of algorithms and programs. They incorporattiaiétta
programs and use data to discover new knowleOgjeics covered include sequencing, selection, and
iteration of algorithms, estimating algorithmic efficiency, data structures and working with large data
files, how computers store informationtag bitlevel, Internet architecture and protocols, cybersecurity,
computer simulations, and the ethical use of computessmmer assignment may be required.

3-D DESIGN & ENGINEERING

.5 credit Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite:Geometry

Graduation Requirement Areas: Science or Open STEAM

The 3D Design and Engineering course is designed to give students the skills they will need to obtain a
SOLIDWORKS academic certification as well as to develop skills in desigoepts and sustainable

design. The key sections of this framework include: focus on creating design artifacts, connecting design
to everyday life, abstracting problems to find solutions, analyzing both problems and solutions,
communicating your thoughtand collaborating with peers and the larger design community.

*Note: Not approved as an NCAA core course in Science
AEROSPACE SCIENCE

.5 credit Grades 10, 11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite: One year of high school science

Graduation Requirement Areasci8nce or Open STEAM

Aerospace combines aspects of aviation history, technology, procedures, careers, and the space
program.t can include aerodynamics, airplane systems and instruments, weight and balance, regulations,
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air navigation, and air traffic erol. Students may build model airplanes or experiment with
gquadcopters. Students may also use flight simulator software to plan and execute a virtagaluriogs
flight. Evaluation is based on quizzes, tests, activities, and individual projects.

APPLIED ALGORITHMIC DESIGN

.5 credit Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite: Introduction to Programming

Graduation Requirement Areas: Science or Open STEAM

Students will learn about complex algorithms to build sophisticated programs, buildimgjron
processing/Java knowledge from Introduction to Programming (which focused mostly on syntax and
simple algorithms)The overall theme of the course is modeling the appearance and behavior of nature.
Examples of topics to be covered include generagadistic terrains/textures using advanced noise
techniques (Gaussian and Perlin distributions), designing physics libraries using vectors and forces,
probing emergent behavior with particle systems, and exploring-gliégpics of autonomous agents

with genetic algorithms.

*Note: Not approved as an NCAA core course in Science

BUILDING WEB APPLICATIONS

.5 credit Grades 10, 11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite: Introduction to Web Programming
Graduation Requirement Areas: Science or Open STEAM

Building Web Applications continues the investigation of modern web programming begun in
Introduction to Web Programming, which focuses primarily on feord development (code for the web
browser). Topics include AJAXtyle XMLHttp Requests, student das@gl servers (using node.js),
utilization of a database for baekd storage, authentication and authorization, and integration of third
party javascript libraries.

CREATIVE TECHNOLOGICAL SOLUTIONS (CATS) TO REAL -WORLD PROBLEMS
.5 credit Grades 9, 10, 1112 S1, S2

Prerequisite:Concurrent enrollment iklgebra lor higher

Graduation Requirement Areas: Science or Open STEAM

The CreAtive Technological Solutions (CATS) course is designed to help students develop skills in
designing creativeéechnological solutions to realorld problems. The key sections of this framework
include creating designed artifacts and prototypes, connecting design to everyday life and global issues,
finding creative technological solutions to problems having vateeds of definition, analyzing

solutions for their impact and effectiveness, and communicating thoughts and collaborating with peers
and the larger design community.

*Note: Not approved as an NCAA core course in Science
EMBEDDED SYSTEMS PROGRAMMING

.5 credit Grades 10, 11, 12 S2
Prerequisite: Introduction to Programming

Teacher recommendation required

Graduation Requirement Areas: Science or Open/3TE
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Embedded systems are spegiatpose systems in which the computer is programmed to perform
predefined tasks for the device it controls, unlike a geipengdose computer such as a lap®judents
programming in embedded systems will be exposed tiol@ range of computer science disciplisesh

as computer architecture, memory system design, compilers, scheduler/operating systemstiraed real
systemsStudents willearn to program 8x51 microcontrollers ustbgand C++, and will learn assembler
cocke, digital logic, and electronic circuit analysis through the debugging process. Students will create
projects that include UART (seriadpmmunication, Analog to Digital Conversions for input, such as
temperature or audio data, and controlling Bit Paridrive outputBy taking this course, students will
have the opportunity to connect concepts from Introduction to Programming and AP Computer Science
Principles to the hardware and firmware constraints of the devices they are using and develop a well
rounded vision of the computing ecosystem.

*Note: Not approved as an NCAA core course in Science

ENGINEERING & APPLIED PHYSICS

.5 credit Grades 10, 11, 12 S1, S2

Prerequisite: Accelerated Science 1 or completion of or concurrent enrollment in Physics
GraduationRequirement Areas: Science or Open STEAM

Engineering & Apfied Physics introduces students to practical applications of their physics knowledge.
This lab course blends the mathematical treatment of physics with hands on poakkdrdesign

challenges. Té course is designed to be a survey of various types of engineering endeavors. Students will
work in small design teams to develop solutions to engineering challenges. They will build virtual and
material prototypes, evaluate them, and/or redesign them.

INTRODUCTION TO PROGRAMMING

.5 credit Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite: Algebra 1

Graduation Requirement Areas: Science or Open STEAM

Introduction to Programming acquaints students with the basic tools of modern programming. In this
course students will learn how to solve problems that can only be solved using the computational powers
of a computer. These computational problems will be drawn from many fields of interest but will focus on
graphic design of Uls, animation, and game developriidma course utilizes Java as the programming
language in the Processing environment. Focus is on the prsbleing process with an emphasis on

the structuref solutions over the semantics of the language. The final exam will consist of a capstone
project that demonstrates the abilities learned during the course.

INTRODUCTION TO WEB PROGRAMMING

.5 credit Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite: Introduction to Programming

Graduation Requirement Areas: Science or Open STEAM

Introduction to Web programming acquaints future web developers with the tools of modern web
programming. In this lab course, students will learn how to build a dynamic data driven website. The
assignments in this course will be drawn from current weld$rand technologies, but the focus of this

course will be less on the artistic aspects of website design and more on the functional aspects of building
a data driven website. The final exam will consist of a capstone project that demonstrates the abilities
learned during the course.

MATERIALS & DESIGN (MAD) SCIENCE
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.5 credit Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite None
Graduation Requirement Areas: Science or Open STEAM

Material Science is a multidisciplinary subject that addresses the physical properties of materials and their
applications in engineering and manufacturtdd@\D Science will be a projediased introduction to this
subject with an emphasis on solving srzalhle realwvorld problems through knowledge of materials and
original designMAD Science will develop in students a working knowledge of the capabilities of modern
and traditional materials as well as the ability to competently and safely work with esafipére will

be a process of moving from observation, to imagination, to creation. Students will understand
engineering decisions made in the products around them and will recognize and appreciate practical
design philosophy and the eweecessary compnaises. The key sections of this framework include
learning the nature of materials, understanding the reasoning behind their applications, imagining new
solutions to solve real world problems, experimentation and data collection, communication and
collabortion with peers, and creation of prototypes and testing.

*Note: Not approved as an NCAA core course in Science

MOBILE APP DEVELOPMENT

.5 credit Grades 10, 11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite: Introduction to Web Programming

Teacher recommendation required

Graduation Requirement Areas: Science or Open STEAM

In this course, students will learn how to build authentic, enterprise level Mobile Apps, standalone
programs that operate natively on mobile devices such as phones and $aldietsts will use frorend
development tools for Ul design and integration with plattemecific SDKs to access device
featuresStudents will integrate their App with baekd services for user authentication, data services,
security, and metric8y the end of the course, studewili create and deploy their own Mobile App.

*Note: Not approved as an NCAA core course in Science

WESTPORT CONTINUING EDUCATION SUMMER CHEMISTRY A
1.0 credit Grades 10, 11, 12 Summer
Prerequisite: Biology, Algebra 1

Guideline:Concurrent enroliment in Algebra 2 or higher

Graduation Requirement Areas: Science or Open STEAM

Note: This course is offered during the summer through Westport Continuing Eduicaitcadit
recovery or advancement. Staples students seeking to enstlbbtain prior written approval from their
school counselor and the science department coordinator. The school counselor and department
coordinator indicate their approval via signature on ¥vestport Continuing Education High School
Academics Registrain Form

Chemistry A is aligned with the Next Generation Science StandEngscourse describes the nature of
matter in terms of molecular behavior. Concepts studied in Chemistry A require students to develop a
deep conceptual understanding of mattet emergy at the molecular level and therefore requires strong
mathematical and critical thinking skillSopics will include atomic structure, periodic properties,

chemical bonding and reactions, stoichiometry, thermodynamics, kinetics, equilibriumygas la

solutions, and acids and bases. Evaluation is based on written tests, quizzes, laboratory reports, special
projects, and homework.
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WESTPORT CONTINUING EDUCATION SUMMER PHYSICS A
1.0 credit Grades 11, 12 Summer
Prerequisite: ChemistryAlgebra 2

Guideline: Concurrent enrollment in P«@alculus A or higher
Graduation Requirement Areas: Science or Open STEAM

Note: This course is offered during the summer through Westport Continuing Eduicaitcedit

recovery or advancement. Staplesdstots seeking to enroll must obtain prior written approval from their
school counselor and the science department coordinator. The school counselor and department
coordinator indicate their approval via signature on thvestport Continuing Education Higlcisool
Academics Registration Form

The student discovers and applies fundamental principles and laws of the physical world through
investigation and problersolving techniques. Topics studied are kinematics, dynamics, work and energy,
momentum, circular ation, simple harmonic motion, thermodynamics, wave motion, electricity,
electromagnetism, light, and some modern topics (e.g., photoelectric effect, quantum theory). Learning
activities include reading, problem solving, films, lectures, discussion, déaamss, and experiments

that take place both in class and in the extended laboratory period. Evaluation includes tests and quizzes,
problem work, and laboratory reports.
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SOCIAL STUDIES

Grade 9 Courses

GlobalThemes
Global Themes Honors

Grade 10Courses

U.S. History

U.S. History Honors
AP U.S. History
Area Study Courses:

Latin American Studieg

Grades 11 & 12 Courses

Civics Coursegone required for all classes)

AP U.S. Government and Politics

AP U.S. Government and Politics (We teople)
United State$sovernment

Current Issues: U.S. Media & Politics

*Civics courses may also be taken as electives
the Civics requirement has been met

Area Study Coursg®ne required for all classes)

African Studies

Contemporary World Studiesygtion forUCONN
ECE)

East Asian Studies

Latin American Studies

Middle East Studies

*Area Study courses may also be taken as
electives if the Area Study requirement has beeg
met

Elective Courses:

AP European History

AP Macro/Microeconomics

AP Psychologygrade 12 only)

AP U.S. History

AP World History: Modern

African American, Black, Latino, and Puerto
Rican Studies

Anthropology

Child Psychology (formerly Psychology of Child
Development)

Environmental Socigbtudies
Introduction to Economics
Introduction toPsychology(formerly
Understanding Psychology)
Women in Society
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GRADE 9 COURSES

All students in grade 9 take a Global Themes course. Global Themes is a course that introduces students
to the concept tit globalization is not a recent phenomenon, but has existed throughout the history of the
world and influences all aspects of society. Course content includes historical examples from the early
modern world, exploring various themes that relate to glolbedactions of people, ideas, goods, and
institutions. The course is not intended to be a traditional survey of modern world history, but instead
draws upon various social sciences (economics, political science, sociology, geography, and history) to
evalwate the contemporary implications of historical developments.

GLOBAL THEMES

1.0 credit Grade 9 Full-Year
Prerequisite: None

Graduation Requirement Area: Social Studies

The Al evel course is desi gned criticallydedueeclstoopg wettieru d e nt s 6
arguments, analyze and interpret varied source information, and identify point of view and purpose within
nonfiction texts. Students will develop the communication skills necessary to be able to work with others
collabordively, and build strong work habits. Emphasis will be placed on development of annotation and
writing skills, critical thinking, questioning about thematic topics and issues, and presentation of

arguments and ideas. Theldvel course is appropriately drenging for most ninth grade students.

GLOBAL THEMES HONORS

1.0 credit Grade 9 Full-Year
Prerequisite: None

Teacher recommendation required

Graduation Requirement Area: Social Studies

The Honordevel course is rigorous and intellectually demanditggigned for students who are ready to
advance their skills as independent learners and researchers. Students will read challenging primary and
secondary source material, sharing the knowl edge
topics in nore depth and complexity and be required to do extensive writing and critical analysis.

Students must be prepared to assume independent accountability for their performance and be willing to
work closely with and interact frequently with their peers. Sttelevho consider taking this course

should be strong independent readers who can handle larger amounts of reading, enjoy reading about
historical topics, and are willing to make a sustained commitment to success, including being ready to
spend up to 1 to % hours of preparation for each class.

GRADE 10 COURSES

All students in grade 10 take a U.S. History couf$e United States History course takes a thematic
approach to 20th and 21st century U.S. history, while emphasizing the skills of beitg aifileally

read, and form cohesive written arguments around issues in U.S. history. Course themes include:
establishing the ideal, an examination of the documents and events that shaped the new U.S. nation, the
role of government in the economy, the ympiate role of the United States in the world, and the

evolution of citizenship and changing U.S. identity. Students will explore concepts such as the
responsibilities of citizens, the impact of U.S. foreign policy at home and abroad, and equalityland ci
liberties in the United States.

U.S. HISTORY
1.0 credit Grade 10 Full-Year
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Prerequisite: Global Themes
Graduation Requirement Area: Social Studies

The Al evel course is designed to develpmogucesstronglent so6
written arguments and analyze and interpret varied source information, including written text and visual
sources. Students will be asked to read original documents arpkfisstn accounts of historical events,

as well as a variety of seadsry sources. Students will also have to evaluate multiple sources to reach

their own conclusions, which they must be able to support with proper and sufficient evidence. An
emphasis wil/l be placed on a st udhesvedgmeath.i | ity t o

U.S. HISTORY HONORS

1.0 credit Grade 10 Full-Year
Prerequisite: Global Themes

Teacher recommendation required

Graduation Requirement Area: Social Studies

U.S. History Honors requires a significant amount of writing iadépendent research. There is a great
emphasis placed on student ssdSessment and contributions to class discussion. Class texts are drawn
from the work of historians as well as copious primary documents, which are supplemented by other
sources represéing both traditional and alternative historical interpretations.

AP U.S. HISTORY

1.0 credit Grades 10, 11, 12 Full-Year
Prerequisite: Global Themes

Teacher recommendation required

Graduation Requirement Area: Social Studies

AP U.S. History $ a collegdevel survey course that assumes students possess a high level of interest and
independence. Because the workload is similar to eyeaecollege course, students should expect that

the workload will be significantly heavier than a regular.UiStory course. Students will learn to
independently develop their own factually sound narratives of history, analyze how both long term and
immediate events led to change, and sequence ideas and information within context in order to make
deeper compasons. Students will also select and interpret evidence from texts in order to craft strong,
deep, and nuanced positions on major issues in U.S. history. Students must be prepared to spend up to 1
to 1 %2 hours of preparation for each class. All students)grected to take the AP exam in May. A

summer assignment may be required.

LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES

.5 credit Grades 10, 11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite:Global Themes

Graduation Requirement Area: Social Studies

Latin American Studies is a orsemester area study course that focuses on the development of Latin

Ameri ca. Latin America was the first ANew Worl do .
profound challenges of Globalism. The story of hatmerica therefore may provide an insight for

everyone in the modern era as to where our world is going. To gain an understanding of these challenges,

we will look at four themes throughout the history of Latin America. For each, the course will compare

and contrast past events from the formation of Latin America with modern issues and events. The goals of

the course are to understand and analyze: (1) how Latin America has developed over time (2) the degree

to which Latin America remained consistent orraed (3) what the modern world should learn from

these challenges and (4) how events of the 20th century have played a role in shaping what Latin America
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is today. Students will read a variety of primary and secondary sources including artwork anantext fro
Latin American authors, artists, and leaders.

GRADES 11 & 12 COURSES

Students must earn 1.0 credit in Social Studies in their junior or senior year. These courses must be
distributed as follows:

.5 credit Civics
.5 credit Area Study

CIVICS COURSES

The Civics requirement can be met by taking the semesitrdJState$sovernment course, Current
Issues: U.S. Media & Politics, or the full year AP U.S. Government and Politics course.

AP U.S. GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS

1.0 credit Grades 11, 12 Full-Year
Prerequisite: U.S. History

Teacher recommendation required

Graduation Requirement Area: Social Studies

AP U.S. Government and Politics is a colldgeel course designed for motivated and committed

students with @emonstrated competence in U.S. history and keen interest in political science,
government, and public policy. It is designed as an introductory political science course that is typically
taught in a university setting. The course is a comprehensiveditiny U.S. political system and

designed to enable students to critically analyze politics and government in the United States. The class
involves the study of concepts used to interpret U.S. politics and requires study of the various institutions,
groups beliefs, and ideas that make up the U.S. political landscape. In order to be successful in this class
and prepare adequately for the Advanced Placement exam, students must spend a considerable amount of
time preparing for class. Students are expecteakimthe Advanced Placement exam in May. Students

must complete the course in order to satisfy the Civics graduation requirement. A summer assignment
may be required.

AP U.S. GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS WE THE PEOPLE (WTP)

1.0 credit Grades 11, 12 Full-Year

Prerequisite: U.S. History and teacher recommendation specifically for the We the People section
Graduation Requirement Area: Social Studies

Note: The maximum number of students for this course is 25. Overrides into this courseparenitted.
A qualifying application for participation in We the People is required. Students will be informed of
acceptance into this course by the Social Studies Department Coordinator or We the People teacher.

The We The People course follows the saoreiculum as the AP U.S. Government and Politics course,
but with the requirement of participation in the annual We The People competition in Connecticut.
Students enrolled in this course will participate in the We The People program, a nationallyopisestigi
constitutional law contest conducted in a congressional hearing format. The contest at the state level is
held in December and at the national level in April in Washington, Th€re are potential transportation
and travel fees for the competitionthre event that students advance to the national lax@immer
assignment may be required.
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

.5 credit Grades 11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite: U.S. History

Graduation Requirement Area: Social Studies

U.S. Government is a orsemestesurvey cours¢hat meets the state civics requirement for graduation.
The course is designed for students to build an appreciation for the intricacies of governance on the
federal, state and local levels as they develesHills to be engaged citizens. This course fosters a deep
understanding of how the legislative, judicial, and executive branches of government operate in the U.S.
Important topics in the course include the process by which bills become laws, the prisgiatiect
lawmakers, the meaning of the Bill of Rights, the role of the Supreme Court in interpreting the Bill of
Rights, the points of view of the candidates on the issues in election years, and discussion of current
events. Students will be requiremiresearch, write, and present arguments about key issues and
historically significant court cases.

CURRENT ISSUES: U.S. MEDIA & POLITICS

.5 credit Grades 11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite: U.S. History

Graduation Requirement Area: Social8ies

Current Issues: U.S. Media & Politics is a es@mesteintroduction to U.S. media and public polithat

meets the state civics requirement for graduation. The course is designed for students to understand U.S.
public policy and build theimedialiteracy skills to support their development as engaged citizens.

Topics will be drawn from current political and economic issues. Students will be required to research,
write, and present arguments about key issues and historically significait gl .

AREA STUDY COURSES

Students must take at least one of the following Area Study courses in junior or senior year.

AFRICAN STUDIES

.5 credit Grades 11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite: U.S. History

Graduation Requirement Are&ocial Studies

African Studies is a onsemester area study course that focuses on both the traditional and modern
aspects of African cultures. Students will examine the impact of geography on African peoples, the
traditional languages, literature, amdamusic of African societies, the effects of European colonialism
on the continent, and contemporary issues facing African nations. Students will evaluate a variety of
primary and secondary sources and at least one novel written by an African author.

CONTEMPORARY WORLD STUDIES (OPTION FOR UCONN ECE)
.5 credit Grades 11, 12 S1, S2
Prerequisite: U.S. History

Graduation Requirement Area: Social Studies

Contemporary World Studies is a esemester area study course that examines giobélict and

cooperation since World War Il. Students will examine the emergence of new nations and the nature of
international power, responses to humanitarian crises of the 20th and 21st Centuries, and the challenges of
addressing conflict overthewofids r esour ces, including the role of
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