Cole Hurley

Background: Helped run his family’s sheet metal business.
On making the “I've noticed that there’s a need for more hands-
career change to on industrial type workers. And so I thought
teaching: maybe this would be a good chance for me to

give some of my knowledge to some younger
people and hope they can continue that.”

On learning to
teach:

“Everything I know about metal and soldering
and welding came from my grandpa and my
dad. Teaching these kids the basics and teaching
them what it’s like to start a project and see it all
the way through is completely more satisfying
than me ever teaching an employee how to do
something.”

What are the
best parts of
teaching?

“When a kid gets frustrated or just says they
can’t do something, and I keep encouraging
them and try a little different way to do it. And
when they get excited and bring it to me and
say, ‘Look at this — look at what I did!” It’s just
really neat to see.”

On serving the
community
where they live:

“Our sophomore has teachers that I had in high
school that are still there. It’s neat to be able to
give back to a community that has given me so
much. It’s a great community to raise our kids
in. It's home and ic'll always be home.”

Cole Hurley superivises a student welding project.

Ashley Hurley

Background:

Registered nurse who worked in a variety of
settings, most recently in an OB/GYN office.

On making the
career change to
teaching:

“For me to show my skills and teach the next
generation of healthcare workers coming up

was what really caught my interest. I get to help
them decide, ‘Do I really want to do this later as
a career?”

On learning to
teach:

“I think being able to teach what I love, and 1
think it’s easy to teach it because it’s my passion.
I love nursing and so being able to show the kids
and know what they need for the future comes
easily.”

What are the
best parts of
teaching?

“Medicine is difficult and it all kind of plays
together. So when they start putting things
together, it’s just clicking and you can see the
lightbulb go off, it’s amazing.”

On serving the
community
where they live:

Ashley Hurley teaches her students how to read
the results of a five point electrocardiogram.

"We're invested, obviously. We’re not going
anywhere. One hundred percent invested. It’s
an amazing district. I couldn’t be more proud to
work in Andover.”
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NCWS in brief

Tennis teams dominate at state

AHS tennis team

Chon & Geoffroy, ACHS
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Andover tennis players continued their success on the court at the 5A State Tennis Tournament in October at the

Andover Public Schools Tennis Complex.

Andover High School earned its second straight 5A state team championship. Andover Central High School earned

runner-up status.

Additionally, ACHS senior Maya Chon and sophomore Bryer Geoffroy won the state doubles championship, defeating

teammates Grace Schaefer and McKinnley Evans, both seniors.

The Trojans are coached by Stephen Alexander and Mark Cross. The Jaguars are coached by Janet Glaser and Jaren Glaser.

Harter fills position
on Board of Education

Pierre Harter is the newest member of
the Andover Board of Education.

S

9
A fg The Board appointed Harter to fill its
member-at-large position left when
Melinda Fritze retired from the Board
this summer after 11 years of service.

)
Harter

Harter and his wife, Kristin, have four children in Andover
schools — three at Robert Martin Elementary School and
one at Andover Middle School. He has more than 20 years
of experience in executive leadership and engineering roles
in the aerospace industry and is associate vice president

for research operations at Wichita State University and
director of research and development for the National
Institute for Aviation Research.

“I'm excited to serve on the board because I believe
educating our children is one of the most important duties
we have as a society and I want to do my part to make this
district all the it can be for our kids,” says Pierre.

James Harris of AHS

named to Hall of Fame

James Harris, Andover High School
speech and debate teacher/coach, has
been inducted into the Kansas Speech
Communication Association Hall of
Fame!

Harris

Since Harris arrived in Andover in 2005, AHS has had:

* Nine state speech state champions and five runners-
up.

i 2822 state team runner-up.

* 55 qualifiers to the National Speech and Debate

Association national championship.

A 2015 national champion in oratory.

A 2016 national runner-up in oratory.

Seven students named Academic All-Americans

* And many other speech/debate achievements.

“I can’t think of anyone who is more Hall of Fame
material than Mr. Harris,” says Brent Riedy, AHS
principal. “AHS students are fortunate to have a teacher
as dedicated and skilled as Mr. Harris.”



Koehn, DuFrain named Teacher of the Year nominees

Koehn

DuFrain

Meins

Sarah Koehn, theater teacher at Andover High School, and Amanda DuFrain, first-grade teacher at
Wheatland Elementary School, have been named the Andover Public Schools nominees for 2024
Kansas Teacher of the Year.

Koehn has taught in Andover since 2004.

“Ms. Koehn provides her students meaningful learning opportunities and maintains high
expectations,” said Brent Riedy, AHS principal. “The culture she has created within her classroom
and during productions is one of equity and inclusion where students feel safe and connected.”
DuFrain has taught in Andover since 2010.

“Amanda is everything a professional educator should be,” said Elton Armbrister, principal at
Wheatland. “She is student-focused with a quality balance between being a nurturer for elementary
children and high academic expectations. She is well respected by everyone at Wheatland!”

Regional finalists will be named in March, with the Kansas Teacher of the Year announced in
September 2023.

Levi Wyrick, PE teacher at Andover Central Middle School, and Cassidy Meins, third-grade teacher
at Wheatland Elementary, have been named the district’s nominees for the Kansas Horizon Award.

The award, given by the Kansas State Department of Education, goes to outstanding educators in
their second year of teaching.

“Mr. Wyrick builds positive relationships with students, families, and colleagues,” says Leslianne
Craft, ACMS principal. “He is completely engaged with his students during lessons providing them
with feedback and assessing for mastery. He encourages his students to do their very best. He is a
terrific role model. He is very professional and interested in growing the teaching profession.”

Elton Armbrister, principal at Wheatland, says Meins’ relationships with students, knowledge of
curriculum and instruction, and teamwork and collaboration set her apart.

“Cassidy’s dedication to teachinf, her love of learning, exceptional work ethic, and positive
relationships have given me evidence to know in my heart that she will have an outstanding career
ahead of her,” he says.

Statewide Horizon Award winners will be announced in January. 1 3
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A ndover Citizens,

It’s been a busy and
unexpected year for the City of
Andover. Andover experienced
an EF-3 tornado on April 29,
2022, and it did not take long
to realize that when tragedy
strikes, the surrounding
communities come together to
support. In fact, all of Kansas
and beyond became a part of
our community in cleanup
efforts and much more. There is not enough time in a
day to list all of the great people, municipalities, and
businesses that joined our community in the aftermath. It
has been a life-changing year for many Andover citizens,
and while we aren’t through it by any means, we continue
to move forward in the rebuilding process and will come
back even stronger. As of November, the Long-Term
Recovery Committee had awarded a total of $122,146.08
to 29 families from United Way of the Plains and Great
Plains Disaster Fund.

Ronnie Price,
Andover mayor

The Capitol Federal Amphitheater® hosted many great
events including two concerts featuring Chris Janson

and Melissa Etheridge. Not only were there concerts,

but additional events including Music Theatre Wichita
performances, Grub and Groove, Jazz Fest, and Taco Fest.

MAYOR'S MESSAGE

Greater Andover Days was a blast as always with fun for
the entire family. We have been hard at work planning
next year’s lineup, so be sure to visit andoverks.com for a
calendar of events.

Andover held the groundbreaking ceremony for the new
fire station at Andover Road and Minneha in October.
The fire station will provide a better response time
throughout our city and surrounding areas. As the new
station is completed, renovation of the current fire station
will begin. This is a big step forward for community.

We have all been watching Heritage Square at US-54 and
Yorktown Road rise up from the ground. We are excited
to welcome in new businesses to Andover. Stay tuned

on our social media channels throughout the year for
announcements on how Andover is growing,.

The Butler Community College Redler School of
Culinary Arts is holding classes now. Heartland Welding
Academy is coming to Andover and is currently
renovating the building at 656 N Andover Road. Classes
will be available starting in January. It is an exciting time
for Andover’s younger residents to have opportunities to
discover different paths to success.

As we look forward to a smoother 2023, we wish you and
your family a Happy New Year!

Stay happy, healthy and safe,

Mayor Ronnie Price

Groundbreaking ceremony for the new fire station on Minneha and Andover Road.



Thank you, volunteers!

The City held three volunteer work days which took place in September,
October, and November to help clean up efforts in the Yorktown tree
row affected by the tornado. Volunteers assisted in picking up debris
along the tornado path.

Thank you, United Way of the Plains, Butler County CERT team, and
all of the wonderful volunteers who showed up to help. We appreciate
you!

Holiday closures for city departments

To allow employees to spend more time with their families during
the holidays, all non-emergency, city departments will be closed the
following dates:

Christmas — Friday, Dec. 23 and Monday, Dec. 26
New Years — Monday, Jan. 2, 2023
Emergency personnel will be available and ready to assist should they be

needed.

CONNECT
WITH US!

FACEBOOK

City of Andover KS

TWITTER

@CityofAndoverKS

WEBSITE
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AndoverKS.com
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