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The  F reshman  M in imes te r  i s  a
chance  fo r  s tuden ts  to  f u l l y
immerse  themse l ves  i n
expe r i en t ia l  l ea rn ing!   Many  o f
ou r  s tud ies  w i l l  f ocus  on  the
mar ine  and  f r eshwate r
ecosys tems  a round  us .  

By  now ,  eve ryone  shou ld  have
a l ready  pa id  the  December  5  depos i t
o f  $75 .   E ve ryone  shou ld  have  e i the r
pa id  the  Jan  5  payment  o f  $75  o r
had  a  scho la r sh ip  award  pay  the  Jan
payment .  P L EASE  MAKE  EVERY  E F FORT
TO  GET  CAUGHT  UP  ON  ANY  M ISSED
PAYMENTS  -  we  a re  book ing  ou r
ac t i v i t i e s  now  and  need  to  have
these  funds  i n  ou r  RCHS  accoun t  to
pay  fo r  t h i ngs  l i ke  buses ,  ou r
camps i tes ,  and  ou r  canoe  t r i p !      

PADDLING THE
POCOMOKE RIVER
The  Pocomoke  R i ve r  runs  pas t
Pocomoke  R i ve r  S ta te  Pa r k ,  whe re
we  w i l l  be  camp ing .  The  73-mi l e-
long  Pocomoke  i s  t he  eas te rnmos t
r i ve r  t ha t  f l ows  i n to  the
Chesapeake  Bay ,  d ra in ing  wate r
f rom De laware ,  Mary land ,  and
V i rg in ia  on  the  De lMarVa  Pen insu la .   
Th i s  t i da l  r i ve r  o r ig ina tes  i n
f r eshwate r  cyp ress  swamps ,  and
ends  as  a  b rack i sh  t r i bu ta ry  to  the
Chesapeake  Bay .  Campers  w i l l  be
padd l i ng  th rough  a  w ind ing  l oop  o f
the  uppe r  Pocomoke  R i ve r ,  whe re
we  w i l l  see  a  fan tas t i c  va r i e t y  o f
t r ees  and  o the r  p lan t s ,  b i rds ,
t u r t l e s ,  i n sec t s  and  f i sh  spec ies !   

REMINDER



SEINING AND SAMPLING: 
SALT MARSHES AT THE EASTERN
SHORE OF VIRGINIA NATIONAL
WILDLIFE REFUGE
The  Eas te rn  Sho re  o f  V i rg in ia  Na t i ona l
W i ld l i f e  Re fuge  i s  on  the  t i p  o f  t he
De lMarVa  pen insu la .   The  coas ta l  marsh
hab i ta t  he re  p rov ides  she l t e r  and  food  fo r
ove r  300  spec ies  o f  b i rds .  Th i s  a rea  i s  an
impor tan t  nu r se ry  fo r  endangered
logge rhead  sea  tu r t l e s  and  th rea tened
d iamondback  te r rap in  tu r t l e s ;  and  c rabs ,
sh r imp ,  oys te r s ,  and  hundreds  o f  f i sh
spec ies  make  the i r  homes  he re .  Campers
w i l l  ge t  down  and  d i r t y  i n  the  marsh  as  we
se ine  to  su rvey  aquat i c  o rgan i sms ,  and  we
w i l l  do  a  va r i e t y  o f  wa te r  chemis t r y  t es t s
he re .      

DOLPHINS AND PONIES AND
OYSTERS AND EAGLES, OH MY! 

Campers  w i l l  be  ab le  to  obse rve  the
Ch inco teague  I s land  pon ies ,  na tu ra l  and
human-bu i l t  oys te r  r ee f s ,  bo t t l enose
do lph ins ,  and  l o t s  o f  f i sh  and  b i rd  spec ies
as  we  c ru i se  the  back  bay  coas t l i ne  o f  t he
Assa teague  I s land  Na t i ona l  W i ld l i f e  Re fuge
on  a  pon toon  boa t .   

SPLASHING AND SWIMMING:
CHESAPEAKE BAY AND ATLANTIC
OCEAN 
We can ’ t  t r u l y  say  we  unde rs tand  the  Bay
ecosys tem w i thou t ,  we l l ,  go ing  i n  the
wate r !  Campers  w i l l  be  ab le  to  sp lash  and
wade ,  sunbathe ,  and  bu i ld  sandcas t l es ,  on
bo th  the  Chesapeake  Bay  and  A t lan t i c
Ocean  s ides  o f  t he  De lMarVa  pen insu la !
K ip topeke  S ta te  Pa r k  p rov ides  a  g rea t
sw imming  beach  w i th  gen t l e  waves  on  the
Bay  s ide ,  wh i l e  Assa teague  I s land  Na t i ona l
Seasho re  w i l l  g i ve  us  the  chance  to  ge t  we t
i n  bo th  the  ca lm wate r s  o f  Tom ’ s  Cove  and
the  m igh ty  A t lan t i c  Ocean .   


