
AP Calculus AB Information 

Course Description and Policies: AP Calculus AB focuses on students’ understanding of calculus concepts, like 

limits, derivatives, applications of derivatives, integration, slope fields, and applications of integration. The 

course is very fast paced and does not include any review time of the prerequisite skills. Students are 

expected to have very strong algebra and trigonometry skills and have daily time to study and practice (1-1.5 

hrs. after each lesson), as they will learn a new lesson each day and the lessons build off each other. The 

course requires students to use definitions and theorems to build arguments and justify conclusions. The course 

features a multi-representational approach to calculus, with concepts, results, and problems expressed 

graphically, numerically, analytically, and verbally. Exploring connections among these representations builds 

understanding of how calculus applies limits to develop important ideas, definitions, formulas, and theorems. A 

sustained emphasis on clear and accurate communication of methods, use of proper notation, reasoning, 

justifications, and conclusions is essential. Teachers and students will regularly use technology (a graphing 

calculator is required; the TI-84 series is highly recommended, as it is used for teaching) to reinforce 

relationships among functions, to confirm written work, to implement experimentation, and to assist in 

interpreting results.  

A summer packet HW will be assigned, for Algebra and trigonometry review! 

 

Estimated homework per week: 3-4 hours. While HW will not count for a grade, a minimum of 70% needs to 

be reached for each HW assignment to qualify for a Unit Test retake at the end of each semester. 

 

Students are expected to be self-motivated, independent learners, who take initiative to get help from the teacher 

(during help sessions) and/or from a study group.  

 

Students must be aware that they CANNOT “drop” to the Foundations of Calculus course 

after the registration cycle is completed – per EHS registration policy! 
 

Students are not required to sign-up for the AP 

exam; however, the program successfully prepares 

the students who have strong foundational skills and 

keep up with the class pace for this exam (90% 

passing rate). 

 

The student score on the AP Exam will not be 

used to replace the semesters course grade.  

 

***We highly encourage students who need a 

slower pace and/or need to strengthen the 

precalculus skills or do not have 3-4 hours per week 

to dedicate for this course, to consider the 

Foundations of Calculus option, as it might be the 

better fit for them.   

Last year, we asked our AP Calculus Students: 

“What advice would you give to a student 

interested in registering for AP Calculus AB?”  

You can see their responses on the back of this 

handout! 

 



What advice would you give to a student interested in registering for AP Calculus AB? 

 

 

 

 

 

 


