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January 23, 2023 

 

 

Town of Putnam 

Inland Wetlands Commission 

Attention: Bruce Fitzback, Land Use Agent 

200 School Street 

Putnam, CT 06260 

 

 

RE: 285 River Road & 357 River Road – Proposed 11 Lot Resubdivision – Putnam, CT 

P&R Job No. 203095 
 

 

Dear Mr. Fitzback: 

 

Attached please find three copies of revised plans for the above referenced project.  The plan revisions have 

been prepared to address comments in a January 17, 2023 letter from CLA Engineers, Inc.  The following 

responses correspond to each review comment: 

 

General Comments Regarding Potential for Wetland Impacts 

 

1. Consistent with the previously review plans, no direct wetland impacts are proposed. 

 

2. No response required. 

 

3. See #4 below for a discussion of hydrologic impacts to wetlands. 

 

4. The potential for hydrologic impacts associated with proposed excavation area 1 and the 

corresponding proposed pond have been further investigated.  This investigation was intended to 

address the specific concerns raised by Weston & Sampson in their December 29, 2022 report.  The 

results of this additional investigation are summarized in the January 23, 2023 supplemental report 

prepared by One Earth Environmental, LLC which has been submitted electronically under separate 

cover and copies of which are attached hereto.  To summarize the conclusion of this supplemental 

report, there will be no hydrologic impact to the wetlands around proposed excavation area 1.  The 

additional supplemental report prepared by Joseph Theroux also concludes that there will be no 

adverse impacts to the functions and values of the wetlands surrounding either excavation area as a 

result of the proposed project. 

 

5. Additional groundwater data has been obtained up to January 20, 2023.  Given that both this January 

reading and the previous December reading of the monitor wells occurred shortly after significant 

precipitation events, we feel confident that aside from an unusually large singular rain event 

(essentially a flooding condition), this data is representative of the expected high groundwater 

condition during a typical year.  In addition to the significant rain events prior to these well readings, 

we note that evapotranspiration losses would be at a minimal level during the December and January 

time period.  We would typically anticipate that groundwater levels would remain at this level until 



 

early to mid spring when vegetative uptake and increased evapotranspiration would begin to lower 

the regional groundwater table. 

 

6. Detailed test pit logs for TP 6-4 through 6-7 were not recorded.  These areas were found to be 

unsuitable for septic systems because of the presence of fill and/or disturbed soils near the ground 

surface, presumably from past agricultural activities.  As a result a previously proposed subdivision 

lot was eliminated from the plan.  Based on my observations of TP 7-1 and 7-2 when they were 

excavated, any indication of ledge is likely to be a large boulder and no efforts to remove these 

boulders was necessary as the test pits confirm satisfactory conditions for a proposed septic system.  

Note that all septic system test pits were excavated with a mini excavator.  While there may be a need 

for isolated ledge removal for house construction depending on specific house designs, there is no 

ledge removal anticipated as part of the sand and gravel excavation portion of this project.  

Excavation Note #1 on sheet 16 has been revised to reflect this intent. 

 

7. No response required. 

 

8. No response required. 

 

Editorial Comments 

 

1. Feasible soil stockpile areas have been shown for each lot and for each excavation area.  Note that the 

topsoil stockpile area for excavation area #1 could be constructed as a berm in the location shown to 

provide screening for the neighboring property. 

 

2. The restoration notes have been revised to allow for the use of either erosion control blankets or 

hydroseeding with an appropriate tackifier and bonded fiber mulch on 3:1 slopes. 

 

3. The sediments to be used for backfilling will come from off site and they would be dewatered prior to 

being brought to the site.  There is no proposed washing or other processing of excavated material on 

the subject property. 

 

4. Feasible dewatering areas for each excavation site have been shown.  Note that dewatering will take 

place at the site of the actual material excavation which will be self contained from a storm drainage 

perspective. 

 

5. The proposed stabilization measures for final excavation slopes (erosion control blankets or bonded 

fiber hydroseeding) are sufficient erosion protection due to any run on for the northerly pond 

excavation. 

 

6. We feel that while weekly E&S inspections may be appropriate at the beginning of the excavation 

portion of this project, this would be excessive under normal operations when the site is self 

contained. 

 

7. The excavation notes have been revised to require a water truck be available to the site at any time, 

however a dedicated water truck for this single site is not warranted if the selected site operator has 

other nearby sites that may also require dust control. 

 

8. The excavation notes have been revised and the excavation site plans have been revised to require 

temporary orange construction fence at the limits of clearing or limits of disturbance.   

 

If you have any questions or need additional information, please do not hesitate to contact us at your 

convenience. 



 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

David J. Held, P.E., L.S. 

Provost & Rovero, Inc. 
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