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Superintendent's 
Message
Dr. David Daigneault

Balloon, 
Coming Soon

    This month, I had the privilege of 
hosting the Grenada School District 
Board of Trustees for a sneak preview 
of an exciting new facility we’re devel-
oping at the Grenada Armory.
    Expanding our district’s previous 
success with innovative and hands-on 
learning, we’re creating an interactive 
museum for GSD students in grades 
3-8. We’re calling it Balloon Quest. 
    When students visit the armory, a 
portion of which will be dedicated to 
this story-driven learning experience, 
they will choose among various scien-
tist teams and embark on a simulated 
hot-air balloon journey across various 
ecosystems. (In case you’ve driven 
by the armory at night and wondered 
why there were hot-air balloons in the 
front windows, now you have a clue.) 
The exhibit’s immersive environments 
combine elements of an escape room, a 
science lab, and an interactive museum. 
    This new exhibit is a natural progres-
sion from two of our district’s most 
successful programs, Grenada Elemen-
tary’s Kidzeum and the 4-5 building’s 
Discovery Lab. Those programs are 
popular because they give students the 
opportunity to put their classroom les-
sons into action with hands-on activities 
and experiments.
    Balloon Quest will introduce key 
concepts in science, language, his-
tory, math, and engineering.  Students 
must apply their knowledge in order to 
advance through the diverse landscapes. 
The story takes them from Grenada 
across the United States and beyond. 
We believe our unique concept will 
increase student comprehension and 
problem-solving skills, while stimulat-
ing their imagination and developing a 
sense of environmental awareness.
    As one of Mississippi’s premier 
Districts of Innovation, GSD is always 
looking for ways to invigorate our 
instruction and enhance the students’ 
comprehension of state-based educa-
tional standards. 
    We’ve watched our state accountabil-
ity scores rise as we implement more 
activities that simultaneously challenge 
and entertain students. In addition to the 
Kidzeum and the Discovery Lab, games 
and interactive challenges have become 
an effective way of teaching. Teachers 
at the elementary schools have reported 
success with escape room scenarios, 
where kids solve curriculum-based 
challenges in order to “escape” or move 
on to the next challenge. At the middle 
school, science teachers introduce 
concepts in physics and engineering 
before assigning project-based tasks in 
which students build their own designs 
-- whether it’s robots or roller coasters 
-- using these principles. 

See “Balloon”
Continued on page 3

By Jamie Kornegay
GSD Reporter

    At the January meeting of the Grenada 
School District Board of Trustees, Kevin 
Carnathan was sworn in as the new board 
president. Carnathan fills the seat previ-
ously held by outgoing president Brent 
Brasher.
    Also sworn in at the January meeting 
was Haley Biddy, the board’s newest 
member, who ran unopposed in District 
Five last November.
    Biddy, a lifelong resident of Grenada, 
sells farm equipment and supplies for 
Nutrien Ag Solutions. He currently serves 
as president of the Farm Bureau Federa-
tion board in Grenada County.  
    Biddy said he first considered running 
for a seat on the GSD board a few years 

ago. “I appreciate the shape our school 
district is in and the direction it’s going,” 
he said. “I just want to maintain that suc-
cess and build on it.”
    Biddy said he finds the district’s great-
est strengths in its quality teachers and 
administrators. He was especially compli-
mentary of the PreK through fifth grade 
schools, which are providing a solid foun-
dation for the kids of Grenada County. 
    “It starts with teachers,” Biddy said. 
“The influence of a good teacher at a 
young age will make a student strong 
throughout their years in school.”
    The Biddy family has been well-
represented at Grenada School District 
for many years. Haley’s father, Bobby 
Biddy, is a renowned carpenter with the 
district’s maintenance department, and his 
sister, Kim Graves, is a counselor at GES 

PreK-3. 
    Haley’s grandfather, Brigadier General 
James Harold Biddy, served as a member 
of the GSD Board of Trustees from 1965 
to 1976. He was instrumental in planning 
for the Grenada National Guard Armory 
to be turned over to the school district 
when operations were completed. The 
building was relinquished to the school 
in 2017. It currently houses the high 
school’s NNDCC/ROTC program, and 
is the future site of Balloon Quest, an 
interactive student science museum. (See 
Superintendent’s Message, this page.)
    Biddy is married to another lifelong 
Grenada resident, Laura Rounsaville 
Biddy. They have one son, Bowden, a 7th 
grader at Grenada Middle School.

2020/2021 Grenada School District Board of Trustees are (sitting, l to r) Marjorie Hughes, Arlene Conley, (standing, l 
to r) Board President Kevin Carnathan, Superintendent Dr. David Daigneault, Dr. David Braswell, and Haley Biddy.

Grenada School District Board of Trustees

GES Discovery Lab Spring Chickens 

Photo by Jamie Kornegay
This February, the groundhog predicted an early spring, but in the GES 4-5 Discovery Lab, the best harbinger of 
spring’s arrival is the annual hatching of chicks. Fourth graders in Mrs. Corley’s class — (l. to r.) Hannah Parker, 
Taliyah Ingram, Nicholas Brown, and Brody Poole — visited the chicks during a recent trip to the Discovery Lab. Di-
rector Taylor Buchanan used the hatchlings to teach students about bird adaptations, both physical and behavioral. 
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AmeriCorps Member of the Month
By Gwen Woodson
AmeriCorps Director

    The selfless work of AmeriCorps 
member and team leader Rodhelia Wilks 
is irreplaceable.  Since joining Ameri-
Corps, Wilks has been on a mission: to 
provide caring and quality tutoring to as 
many GES 4-5 students as possible. She 
is committed to improving their aca-
demic scores in math and reading while 
ensuring the success of our AmeriCorps 
program.
    “It’s really gratifying to be recog-
nized,” Wilks said. “But the most gratify-
ing thing is that we have been able to 
help so many students. AmeriCorps has 
given me the opportunity to use my God-
given-gift of grasping things quickly to 
help others excel. I was always told, ‘No 
one can ever take it away once you get it 
and understand it.’ I have enjoyed tutor-
ing and mentoring kids and letting them 
know that I believe in them.”
    Wilks graduated from Grenada High 
School, received an associate degree 
from Holmes Community College, and 
received a bachelor’s degree from the 
University Of Mississippi. She was well-
poised to succeed in this position. She 
was an active member of the National 
Honor Society at GHS and Phi Kappa 

Phi at Ole Miss, where she participated 
in community service. She has also 
served at Bethel Cathedral of Faith, 
Grenada County Family and Children’s 
Services, and Montgomery County Fam-
ily and Children’s Services. She has three 
sons: Reginald Barton, Deontae Barton, 
and Carsten McCaley.
    “AmeriCorps is a great program, and 
I am honored to serve,” Wilks said. “I 
have been empowered to build my 

resume and to network more. I have even 
expanded my skills that are related to my 
field of study, social work. It is an honor 
to give back to the community in which I 
have lived all of my life. I have a greater 
appreciation for the Grenada School 
District and see the value of what we are 
doing for the children of the future.” 
    As an AmeriCorps team leader, Wilks 
is responsible for reflecting the spirit of 
AmeriCorps and mentoring her team 
members in their service roles. She also 
serves as a liaison between the director 
and site supervisor.
    Wilks overcame personal challenges 
with the attitude of consistency, persever-
ance, and whole-hearted determination. 
She is motivated and purpose-driven and 
believes that with a positive mindset and 
staying focused, she can accomplish her 
dreams.
    She is currently enrolled in Hollywood 
Barber School, where she is pursuing her 
dream of becoming a licensed barber/
stylist within a few months. Wilks will 
use her education award to pay for 
barbering school and to pay off student 
loans. “The education award is really go-
ing to help promote the betterment of my 
family, and this program has inspired me 
to become an entrepreneur and to build a 
legacy for my boys,” Wilks said.

    Wilks is the first female to graduate 
from the Hollywood Barber School with 
the highest average of 4.0.  Though the 
odds were against her, she refused to 
give up.
    Rodhelia has many layers to uncover. 
As each layer is revealed, I am always 
amazed by her resilience and strength. 
When she takes on tasks, she is so 
focused and determined to be successful 
that sometimes she can come off abra-
sive and be misunderstood. But these are 
some of the traits that I love about her 
because the same could be said about me. 
If you want someone who is committed 
and has a “Can Do Spirit” on your team, 
Rodhelia is your person.
    Wilks’ advice to others who volun-
teer is to be patient and kind. Give back 
with a kind heart and make the best of it. 
Professionalism at all times will make a 
difference, and the incentives of this pro-
gram will be valuable and life changing.
    For more information about the Grena-
da School District AmeriCorps Program, 
contact program director, Gwen Wood-
son, at gwoodson@grenadak12.com. For 
more information about AmeriCorps, 
visit www.americorps.gov.

GHS Girls Varsity Soccer

front, l to r) Morgan Reed, Heidi Clark, Gracie Gusafson, (middle, l to r) Anna Claire Marascalco, Allie Williamson, Kate Blankenship, Abigail Griffin, Sadie 
Stockton, Terra West, Abby Martin, Delanie Williams, Mary Claire Jacks, (back, l to r) Chloe Gillis, Cailey Newton, Allison Escobedo, Becca Hayward, Hillary 
Beckwith, Harley Henley, Lauren Dungan, Kelly Moran, Greenlee Mosconi, Sydney Allbritton, Gracie Paoletti, and Brooke Little. 

Photo by Stephanie Raper
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/umgrenada

outreach.olemiss.edu/communicator

TEACHERS:  
Keep teaching! 
Keep learning!

@UMGrenada

on the Holmes-Grenada campus 
1060 Avent Drive, Grenada, MS 38901

Call Jessica Coker-Hughes at 662-227-2370 or e-mail jlcoker3@olemiss.edu

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 
AVAILABLE FOR AREA  

EDUCATORS:
Minority Scholarships

School District Bank Hours 

Sumner’s Grant

UM-Grenada Graduate Success 
Scholarships LEARN TO LEAD

Earn your Master’s or Educational Specialist degree in Educational Leadership  
with the University of Mississippi-Grenada. 

Complete the 30 required hours (10 courses) on the UM-Grenada campus.

Priority Deadline: March 1, 2020

Master’s and Specialist degrees in Elementary Education 
Deadline: March 1

GHS Boys Varsity Soccer

(front, l to r) Austin England, Del Martin, Saavon Washington, Gray Dale, Salathial Hemphill, Abbott Hankins, Remington Smith, Luke Hardin, Jaheim 
Latham, (middle, l to r) Ryan Wood, Bratton Willoughby, Jacob Chavis, Cameron McBride, Jonathan Davis, Avery Zangri, Kimhong Kangheng, Dawson 
Carnathan, Tanner Vance, McCarron Clausel, (back, l to r) Dylan Carnathan, Luke Mattox, R. J. Merriman, Will Nisbett, Landon Trusty, Kade Robertson, Eli 
Black, and Landon Waters

Photo by Stephanie Raper

    Experiential learning effectively dem-
onstrates how standards in science, math, 
and engineering are applied in real-life 
pursuits. By presenting instruction in 
the form of stories, linking it to practical 
experiences, and promoting teamwork 
among classmates, we’re utilizing proven 
methods that deepen the students’ invest-
ment in their lessons.
   Balloon Quest is still being built. Our 
excellent maintenance and I.T. depart-

ments, along with a team of teachers and 
members of the GSD communications 
staff, have invented some wonderful sur-
prises. Though it’s still being developed 
and built, we anticipate the project’s 
completion some time this year. 
    When Balloon Quest opens, we be-
lieve it will be one of the most dynamic 
and extensive in-school learning experi-
ences in the state, if not the country. 

“Balloon” 
Continued from page 1

Grenada School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, gender, national or 
ethnic origin, age, disability, veteran status, or other characteristics protected by law in any of 
its policies, practices, procedures or program operation. Grenada School District is an equal 
opportunity employer. For inquiries regarding this policy on discrimination contact: Title IX 

Coordinator, Mrs. Kim Ezell; ADA/504 Coordinator, Lyle Williams; Grenada School District, 253 
S. Main, Grenada, MS 38901; 662-226-1606
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March

GES Green Top Principals’ Breakfast
(Photo top)
Students at Grenada Elementary 
Green Top were honored for good 
or improved behavior with an 
invitation to have breakfast with the 
principals.  Students selected for 
January  include (photo top) (front, 
l to r) Hannah Crestman, Brayden 
Evans, Keddarion Miers, Kayden 
Caldwell, Jeremiah Laster, Talyah 
Rimmer, (back, l to r) Principal 
Carol Tharpe, Branden Jones, 
Tristan Davenport, Nykia Bland, 
Syriah Darby, Za’niya Williams and 
Assistant Principal John Daves.

(Photo bottom) 
(front, l to r) Harper Newcomb, Gra-
cie Mayhan, Allye Carollo, James 
Self, Isaiah Johnson, Quinterrious 
Brown, Ryan Chamblee, (back, l 
to r) Principal Carol Tharpe, Jacob 
Harrell, Jasee Mooney, Jensey 
Blount, Chris Griffin, Londynn 
Jones and Assistant Principal John 
Daves

Photo by  Taylor Buchanan

Photo by  Taylor Buchanan
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GES K-3 Science Fair

Animal Sciences
(front) 1st place - Rylie Grace Tindall; 
2nd place- Marlee McDonald; (back) 3rd 
place- Peyton Walters

Robotics & Intelligent 
Machines

1st place -Mollie Melton

Math & Systems 
Software

1st place -Olivia Harper

Best of Fair - Helen Liberto; Runner Up Best of Fair - Demarcus Tidwell, Jr

Microbiology
1st place - Mariyah Harbin; 2nd place- Taylin Mc-
Clain; 3rd place- Dominic Slay

Organic Chemistry
1st place - Demarcus Tidwell, Jr; 2nd 
place- Aubree Sulllinger

Behavioral & Social Science
(front) 1st place - Helen Liberto; 2nd place - Malachi 
Booker; (back, l to r) 3rd place - Madi Beth Campbell; 
4th place- Lucas Hall; Honorable Mention - Randi Rae 
Moak

Biochemistry
(front) 1st place - Jessica Jackson; 2nd 
place - Aubree McDonald; (back) 3rd 
place- Arionna Miller; 4th place- Marley 
Jenkins

Biomedical Health
1st place - Jessie Wil-
liams

Earth & Environ-
mental Science

1st place - Cadence 
Henson

Engineering & Mechanics
1st place - ZaNiah Smith; 2nd place - Sal-
lie Beth Hughes

Inorganic Chemistry
(front) 1st place - Kian Woods; 2nd place - Lilly 
Belle Leggett; 3rd place - Paislee Tubbs; (back) 
4th place - Raina Collins; Honorable Mention- CJ 
Moss

Photos by Martha Liberto

Physics & Astronomy
1st place - Swayze Allbritton; 2nd place - Rhett
Gibson; 3rd place - Skyler Faulkner

®
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By Jamie Kornegay
GSD Reporter

    Grenada School District students and 
staff are collaborating on a community 
project, the Free Little Library.
    Free Little Library is a growing move-
ment throughout the world, providing 
access to books in areas that are under-
served by bookstores and libraries.
    The local Free Little Library is a ser-

vice project conducted by the Alpha Phi 
Chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma Interna-
tional, a women’s educational organiza-
tion serving Carroll, Montgomery and 
Grenada counties.
    Grenada Middle School counselor 
Laura Byrd, president of the chapter, said 
she first saw the Free Little Library on a 
trip to Savannah, Georgia.
    The idea is to create a secure place 
for anyone in the community to take, 
borrow, or leave a book. It’s an all-hours 

library with no check-in or check-out 
and no late fees. It works on the honor 
system and unites community members 
through a love of reading.
    Byrd has conducted the project with 
two colleagues at GMS, counselor Ash-
ley Harrell and librarian Natalie Tram-
mell. They enlisted the help of Lamar 
Pitcock, building trades instructor at the 
Grenada Career and Technical Center, 
who tasked his students with building the 
box where the books will be housed.
    The Free Little Library is awaiting 

installation on the Grenada downtown 
square. Byrd said it should be up and 
running by Spring Break.
    Grenada joins more than 90,000 Free 
Little Libraries in over 90 countries. 

The carpentry class built the Book Swap Case for ALpha Phi Chapter of 
Delta Kappa Gamma International. (seated, l to r) GCTC students Corey
Owens and Aric King, (standing, l to r) Ashley Harrell, Lamar Pitcock, Barry 
Rogers, Laura Byrd and Natalie Trammell

GSD Collaborates on Community Project
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GMS Students of the Month

Sixth grade January Students of the Month are, (l to r) Alexa Carollo, Kate 
Cobb, Sophie McCormick, Allen Sullivan, and Assistant Principal Angela 
Cooley.

Seventh Grade January Students of the Month are, (l to r) Alexia Strong, 
Yamileth Nino Moran, and Assistant Principal Angela Cooley. Not pictured: 
Pauline Duncan, Kendall Love, and Shandrea Parker

Eighth Grade January Students of the Month are, (l to r) Jaylan Burl, Tyrone 
Herrod, Javaion Reed, Jamyriah Biggins and Assistant Principal Angela 
Cooley. Not pictured: Gary Davis

Photo by Lisa Holland

Photo by Lisa Holland

Photo by Lisa Holland

“FISH WITH US”
www.grenadalakecharters.com

Sponsors
GSD Student of the Month

197 Scenic Loop #333 
662-227-9210

Abby Presley 

GMS Hosts Special Guest

Photo by Jamie Kornegay

Rylan Townsend, a 7th 
grade student in Ryan 
Melton’s Project Lead 
the Way Design and 
Modeling class, danced 
with Pepper, a human-
oid robot that visited 
Grenada Middle School 
on February 7. Pepper 
was accompanied by 
representatives from 
C-Spire, which is touring 
the robot around Missis-
sippi schools to bring 
attention to the need for 
computer science and 
coding in education.
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GHS Science Fair Winners

Behavioral and Social Science
1st place - Madison Flowers & Sadie Stock-
ton; 2nd place - Reagan Boatman; 3rd place 
- Abigail Griffin

Behavioral and Social Science
1st place - Kourtney McNatt; 2nd 
place-Anna James; 3rd place - Madi-
son Bishop

Botony
1st place - Gabe Martin; 2nd place - 
Arnanda Herrod; 3rd place - Skyler 
Buchanan

Medicine and Health
1st place - Anna Claire Mar-
ascalco; 2nd place - (not pic-
tured: Ja’ire Sanders); 3rd 
place- Cha’Nicyah Burden 

Physics and Astronomy
1st place - Carl Dalton; 2nd place- Ethan 
Tuberville; 3rd place - Dalton Dawson & Gar-
ian Edwards

Robotic and 
Intelligent Design
1st place - Victo-
ria Wilson

Earth and Environmental Science
1st place - Richard Flautt; 2nd place-
McCarron Clausel & Lauren Dungan;
3rd place - Ainsley Craven

Microbiology
1st place - Sierra Swims; 2nd place - Autum 
Davis; 3rd place -Ava Claire Ford & Lilly Ingram

Engineering
1st place - Antonio Blackmon; 2nd place - Bran-
don Jones; 3rd place - Caleb Milam & Bo Cox

(photo left)
Robotics and Intelligent Design
1st place - Tyner Kelly

Medicine and Health
1st place - Kate Blankenship & Abbi 
Jackson; 2nd place - Donnell Bolden; 
3rd place- Hannah Grace Jacks & (not 
pictured: Callie Smith)

Physics and Astronomy
1st place -Luke Mattox; 2nd 
place- Jacob Chavis; 3rd place- 
Landon Trusty

Inorganic Chemistry
1st place - Shakaiya Robinson; 2nd place-
Joe Cobbs; 3rd place - Ananda Small

Organic Chemistry
1st place -Kaitlin Shepherd; 2nd place- 
Shantoria Parker; 3rd place - Jakayla 
Farmer

Earth and Environmental Science
1st place- Safari Booker; 2nd 
place- Hunt Young; 3rd place - Lem 
McBride

Biochemistry
1st place - Katana 
Leonard  

Inorganic Chemistry
1st place - Summer Booker & Gabriel Williams; 
2nd place - Ellie Welsh, (not pictured: Sophia 
Kornegay & Christian Johnson); 3rd place - 
Stephanie Keel

Botony
1st place - Jay Patel; 
2nd place - Ta’Niyah 
Townes

Computer Science 
and Math 

1st place - Gabrielle 
Fedrick

Organic Chemistry
1st place - Easton Greenwood; 2nd place 
-  Sidney Claire Brown & (not pictured: 
Maddie Brassfield); 3rd place - Zack 
Winter

9th & 10th Grade

11th & 12th Grade

Animal Science
1st place - Shamira Mister; 
2nd place- Joshua Phillips

Engineering
1st place - Mallorie Bowden & (not pictured: 
James Boatman); 2nd place- Hope Avery; 
3rd place - Ty Johnson & Hayden Whatley

(photo right)
Microbiology

1st place - Ka-
leb Daniels; 2nd 
place- K’Leigh 
George; 3rd 
place - Bethany 
Fulgham

 Runner Up Best of Fair 
 Mallorie Bowden & James 

Boatman 

 Best of Fair 
Kate Blankenship & Abbi Jackson

Photos by  
Lisa Holland

Computer Science and Math 
1st place - Peyton White; 2nd 
place- Pacey Whitt
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