
High School Choice 22-23
Welcome Class of 2027



Presentation 
Goals

1. Know that the School of 
Choice process involves 
picking a high school and a 
program.

2. Understand key elements 
of each phase of the Choice 
Process.

3. Ask questions about the HS 
Choice process



LBUSD has A VARIETY of High Schools

 Comprehensive High Schools
● Cabrillo
● Jordan
● Lakewood
● Millikan
● Poly
● Wilson

     Thematic High Schools
● Browning Early College
● CAMS
● McBride
● Renaissance School of Arts
● Sato Academy
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That will prepare ALL students for 
College AND Careers

LBUSD School Choice
HS School Selection Options

 Specialized Programs
(Liberal Arts / Magnet)

Pathway Programs
(Linked Learning)

Students choose a High School AND a Program



LBUSD School Choice
HS School Selection Options

 Specialized Programs
(Liberal Arts / Magnet)

Pathway Programs 
(Linked Learning)

Minimum Entrance Criteria:  
(GPA/SBAC and or Algebra)

● Poly - CIC 
● Poly - PACE
● Millikan QUEST
● Wilson - WAVE
● Lakewood - Merit Scholars 

Minimum Entrance Criteria:
(GPA, SBAC and/or Algebra)

● Sato (STEM)
● McBride - (CJI, Eng, HM)
● CAMS - (STEM)
● Cabrillo- CED

No Minimum Entrance Criteria: *

● Browning (Hospitality)
● Cabrillo (CALJ, AGL, SACMAA)
● Jordan (JMAC, LEAPS, AIMS, ACE)
● Lakewood (ATM, DMAC, HOSM, ODYSSEY)
● Millikan (COMPASS, MBA, SEGA, PEACE)
● Poly (PARTS, BEACH, MEDS, PACRIM)
● Renaissance
● Wilson (ARTS, TECH, LPS, MedBio)

(*Accelerated strands offered in these pathways)

Students choose a High School AND a Program



LBUSD School Choice
HS School Selection Options

 Specialized Programs
(Liberal Arts / Magnet)

Pathway Programs 
(Linked Learning)

Minimum Entrance Criteria:  
(GPA/SBAC and or Algebra)

● Poly - CIC 
● Poly - PACE
● Millikan QUEST
● Wilson - WAVE
● Lakewood - Merit Scholars 

Minimum Entrance Criteria:
(GPA, SBAC and/or Algebra)

● Sato (STEM)
● McBride - (CJI, Eng, HM)
● CAMS - (STEM)
● Cabrillo- CED

No Minimum Entrance Criteria: *

● Browning (Hospitality)
● Cabrillo (CALJ, AGL, SACMAA)
● Jordan (JMAC, LEAPS, AIMS, ACE)
● Lakewood (ATM, DMAC, HOSM, ODYSSEY)
● Millikan (COMPASS, MBA, SEGA, PEACE)
● Poly (PARTS, BEACH, MEDS, PACRIM)
● Renaissance
● Wilson (ARTS, TECH, LPS, MedBio)

(*Accelerated strands offered in these pathways)



 Specialized Programs

● Poly - CIC 
● Poly - PACE
● Millikan QUEST
● Wilson - WAVE
● Lakewood - Merit Scholars 

Entrance Requirements:  
Minimum GPA, SBAC 

and/or Enrollment in Algebra

● Liberal Arts Program or Themed 
Magnet Programs

● Rigorous Coursework

● Predetermined AP Courses

● Elective Choices
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What is a Pathway? 

A small learning community of students 
that take courses connected to an 

industry theme/area of study.

LBUSD offers almost 40 pathways in 11 of 
the major industry sectors found in CA



4 Components:
● Rigorous Academics

● Career-Based Learning

● Work-Based Learning

● Personalized Support



Industry Theme

 Elective Class
Content Skills

General Classes
Theme incorporated into course content

English
Math

Science
History

PE/Sport

How Does It Work? 

Makes learning relevant



How Does It Work? 

Middle 
School

Electives aligned 
to surrounding 

high schools 
schools

High School
Students take A-G 

courses that 
prepare them for 

college AND 
careers

Pick a college major 
similar to the pathway 
theme

Pick an unrelated 
college major and apply 
the skills they learned to 
their studies

Use skills and knowledge to 
directly enter the workforce

Result :
Content skills + Essential sk

ills 

needed to be successful. 
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Goals

1. Know that the School of 
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picking a high school and a 
program.

2. Understand key elements 
of each phase of the Choice 
Process.
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Choice process



Prepare Explore Apply Assign
High School
Choice

Through 
February

November - 
February

February March

School of Choice Timeline
For Matriculating 8-9th Graders



Prepare Explore Apply Assign

Through 
February

November - 
February

February March

School of Choice Timeline
For Matriculating 8-9th Graders

● Current LBUSD Students
● New / Returning to LBUSD



Current LBUSD Students: 
Update ParentVUE 

1. Go to lbschools.net

2. Click on Parent Tab

3. Click on ParentVUE support

Changes MUST be made by February 9, 2023 

Prepare Phase



Prepare Phase

Contact your middle school of residence 
starting in December for support with online 
application.

● Set up ParentVUE account
● Complete online application form
● Upload documents

New enrollment must be received by February 3, 2023

New / Returning to LBUSD Students:  
Enroll Online

www.lbschools.net →
School Finder Tab →
Type in your address 

To find your 
Middle School of Residence: 

http://www.lbschools.net


Prepare Explore Apply Assign

Through 
February

November - 
February

February March

School of Choice Timeline
For Matriculating 8-9th Graders

● HS Choice Fair
● HS Choice Website
● Middle School Canvas Course
● HS Site Visits



This is your Home Base

LBUSD School Choice Webpage

Features: 
● HS Choice Timeline 

○ Site Visit Dates and Important Deadlines
○ HS Pathway Website link
○ Exploration Activities
○ Parent University workshop (links to 

broadcast)
● Resources 

○ Minimum Criteria for selected programs
○ Student Career Interest Survey
○ STEM Index (CAMS)
○ SPED Programs

Explore Phase

https://www.lbschools.net/Departments/School_Choice/hs_choice.cfm


High School 
Pathway Websites

Explore Phase



High School 
Pathway Program Websites

Explore Phase



Canvas Course 

HS Choice Lessons
● 8th and 7th graders:  December
● 6th graders:  April

High 
School 
Choice

Paired Parent will 
have the same lesson 
appear

Explore Phase

Site Visits (Site Nights)

HS Choice Fair

● Tour each campus
● See classrooms 
● Experience the culture of the school

Complete schedule on our website

Explore Phase



How Will I Choose 
the Right Pathway?

● Pick a program with a theme 
that interests you

● Attend Site Visits to get a “feel” 
for the school

● Talk with current students and 
staff members

● Consider your own strengths
● Know how you learn best
● Ask questions



Prepare Explore Apply Assign

Through 
February

November - 
February

February March

School of Choice Timeline
For Matriculating 8-9th Graders

Application window :  
February 15-24, 2023



Application Process

Parents access the application from 
ParentVUE

Click on School of Choice Tab

Step 1: Choose a program at your HSOR 
(high school of residence) 
Step 2:  Select up to 3 additional 
programs and rank your preferences
Step 3:  Certify

A “How to Complete the HS Choice Application Video” will 
be posted on the HS Choice Website in January. 

Apply Phase



High School Choice Limitations

1. Students are given residential priority ONLY when they select a 
program at the school of residence as their FIRST CHOICE. 

2. Students who do NOT complete an application are not automatically 
placed at their high school of residence.

3. Priority placement is NOT given to a middle school that feeds into a 
high school.   

4. Transportation is not provided to any School of Choice

5. Thematic high schools are not considered residential schools 
(even if you live across the street)

(Education Code Section 35160.5)

Apply Phase



Prepare Explore Apply Assign

Through 
February

November - 
February

February March

School of Choice Timeline
For Matriculating 8-9th Graders

Student placements:
March 10, 2023



Student Placement

Every effort is made to place students in one of their program selections.

Considerations:

1. Seat availability in the pathway.

2. Number of students that apply for the same 
program / pathway.



2022 First 
Choice
Acceptance 
Rate: 93%

For approximately 
5000 8th graders… 



Frequently Selected 
Programs  

CAMS
Millikan 

● COMPASS
● PEACE
● SEGA

Poly 
● BEACH
● MEDS
● PAC RIM

Wilson 
● WAVE

CAMS
Millikan 

● COMPASS
● MBA
● PEACE
● SEGA

Poly 
● BEACH
● MEDS
● PacRim
● Arts

Wilson
● Arts
● Med/Bio
● LPS
● Technology

2020-2021

2021-2022

Priority  given to students who live in the area of residence as per California Ed Code 35160.5

● These programs filled with FIRST 
CHOICE Applicants

● Not everyone who selected the 
program was accepted.

Assign  Phase



Notification of 
High School 
Assignment
March 10, 2023

Assignments posted on 
ParentVUE

School Messenger Notification 



Appeals are a review of the School of Choice Application

Options:
1. Return to School of Residence
2. Attend the same school as an enrolled sibling
3. Impact on GPA/SBAC due to Virtual Learning

Appeals
Assign  Phase



Next Steps for 8th 
Grade Families

● Pick a program with a theme 
that interests you

● Attend Site Visits to get a “feel” 
for the school

● Talk with current students and 
staff members

● Consider your own strengths
● Know how you learn best
● Ask questions



Presentation 
Goals

1. Know that the School of 
Choice process involves 
picking a high school and a 
program.

2. Understand key elements 
of each phase of the Choice 
Process.

3. Ask questions about the HS 
Choice process



Additional Questions

Choice Helpline:  (562) 997-8306
HSMSChoiceHelp@lbschools.net

Allow 24 - 48 hours for a response

mailto:HSMSChoiceHelp@lbschools.net

