
AGENDA 
 

ORDINANCE COMMITTEE 
 

Thursday, June 21, 2018 
 

4:30 p.m. 

Council Chamber A 
 

 

 

Item 1. Call to order. 

 

Item 2. Attendance. 

 

Item 3. Approval of Minutes:  April 19, 2018. 

 

Item 4. Discussion on Adult use of Recreational Marijuana. 

 

Item 5. Discussion on the signs in the right of way ordinance language. 

 

Item 6. Identification of next agenda items. 

 

Item 7. Adjournment.  

 



Memorandum  
 
To: Ordinance Committee 

From: James Buzzell 

Date: June 20, 2018 

Re: Adult Use Marijuana and Marijuana Establishments 

 
In 2016, Maine voters legalized the adult use of marijuana for recreational purposes. Since that 
time, the Maine legislature has worked to amend and clarify the law and to establish a 
framework for its implementation. This year, the legislature passed “the Marijuana Legalization 
Act.” This new law permits the personal use of marijuana and marijuana products by persons 21 
years of age or older, as well as the creation and operation of marijuana establishments, 
including cultivation, manufacturing, and testing facilities, and retail marijuana stores. 
 
The state gives broad authority to municipalities to regulate all adult use marijuana 
establishments. This authority includes land use regulation; the ability to authorize marijuana 
establishments or enact limitations on the number or types of marijuana establishments; and the 
ability to enact local licensing requirements. Local authorization by a municipality is required 
before any person may operate a marijuana establishment. Furthermore, before a municipality 
may grant local authorization, the legislative body of the municipality must allow for the 
operation of some or all types of marijuana establishments within the municipality. Absent a 
permissive ordinance or article, no marijuana establishment may operate within the municipality. 
In other words, we will need to “opt-in” through the ordinance process in order for an adult use 
marijuana business to open.  
 
Should council choose to pursue opting-in, it might be useful to first identify the level of support 
for marijuana establishments among Scarborough residents, who narrowly rejected the 
legalization question in 2016. Residents may want to know more about the different types of 
establishments covered by the “Marijuana Legalization Act,” and it may be useful for us to know 
if this impact residents’ preferences. For example, would residents support allowing for 
marijuana cultivation, manufacturing, or testing facilities but not retail stores?  
 
An online survey is likely the fastest and least expensive way of gathering this information, and 
is likely to generate an adequate response rate. A survey could be hosted on the Town’s website 
and could be promoted through social media channels. However, in disseminating a survey of 
this type, consideration should be given to populations without easy access to the internet. To 
ensure we are not biasing our sample in any way, efforts could be made to make paper surveys 
available to those who need it, perhaps in public spaces such as the library and Town Hall, or at 
public events such as SummerFest and Concerts in the Park.  
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Section XII - Page 15 I 22 

2. Temporary Signs on Private Property [Adopted 09/06117] 
Temporary signs on private property are permitted for no more than 6 consecutive 
months with not less than 30 days between displays of a sign bearing the same message. 
Temporary signs on private property may not be placed in a position that will obstruct or 
impair vision or traffic or in any manner create a hazard or a disturbance to the health and 
welfare of the general public. 

3. Temporary Sandwich Board Sign. [Adopted 08/19/09] [09/06/17] 
One (1) Sandwich Board Sign may be displayed on the premises of a 

commercial or similar public entity for general commercial uses. Sandwich Board Signs 
shall be limited to a maximum gross area of eight (8) sq. ft. and a maximum height of 
48". The location of Sandwich Board Signs shall be limited to the sidewalk or walkway 
leading to the main entrance of the building in which the business is located and shall be 
located no greater than fifteen feet (15') from the building's main entrance. Sandwich 
Board Signs shall only be displayed during the hours the business or use is open for 
customers or visitors and shall not be counted toward calculating the maximum number 
of signs or the maximum gross display area of signs on the property. A Sandwich Board 

1. Temporary Signs in the Right-of-Way [Adopted 09/06/17] 
Temporary signs in the right-of-way are permitted for a period not to exceed 6 weeks in a 
calendar year with no sign remaining for more than 6 consecutive weeks and with not 
less than 1 week between the end of one sign display time period and the beginning of 
another. All signs shall be removed by the deadlines established herein. All temporary 
signs in the right-of-way will include the name and phone number. contact information of 
the person or organization responsible for placing the sign. To control the proliferation of 
signs repeating the same or similar message, temporary signs in the right-of-way shall not 
be placed with 30 feet of another bearing the same message. This distance requirement 
applies to streets on a linear basis with a separate measurement done for every 
intersecting street. Temporary signs in the right-of-way may not be placed in a position 
that will obstruct or impair vision or traffic or in any manner create a hazard or 
disturbance to the health and welfare of the general public. The Town of Scarborough 
reguirements for signs in the right-of-way are in no way meant to contradict the 
requirements outlined in Maine State Statute Title 23 Chapter 21 Section 1913-A 
Categorical Signs. 

The number of temporary signs permitted under this subsection is in addition to the maximum 
number of signs allowed on a lot or the maximum gross display area allowed on a wall: 

• The Route One - Broadtum Road/Pine Point Road intersection 
• The Route One - Payne Road intersection 
• The Route One - Haigis Parkway intersection 
• The Route One Gorham Road/Black Point Road intersection 
• The Route One - Pleasant Hill Road intersection 
• The Payne Road - Haigis Parkway intersection 
• The Payne Road - Gorham Road intersection 
• The Payne Road - Gallery Boulevard intersection 

SECTION XII. SIGN REGULATIONS. [Amended 10/20/2004; Amended 08/20/08; Amended 
08/19/09][Amended 07/l 7/2013][Amended 09/06/17) 
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1. Temporary Signs in the Right-of-Way [Adopted 09/06/17] Temporary signs in the right-of-way 
are permitted for a period not to exceed 6 weeks in a calendar year. All signs shall be removed 
by the deadlines established herein. All temporary signs in the right-of-way will include the name 
and phone number of the person placing the sign. To control the proliferation of signs repeating 
the same or similar message, temporary signs in the right-of-way shall not be placed with 30 
feet of another bearing the same message. This distance requirement applies to streets on a 
linear basis with a separate measurement done for every intersecting street. Temporary signs in 
the right-of-way may not be placed in a position that will obstruct or impair vision or traffic or in 
any manner create a hazard or disturbance to the health and welfare of the general public. 

Town of Scarborough Chapter 405 § Xll(J)(1) 

L. Temporary signs placed within the public right-of-way for a maximum of 6 weeks per calendar 
year. A temporary sign may not be placed within 30 feet of another temporary sign bearing the 
same or substantially the same message. A temporary sign may not exceed 4 feet by 8 feet in 
size. A sign under this paragraph must be labeled with the name and address of the individual, 
entity or organization that placed the sign within the public right-of-way and the designated time 
period the sign will be maintained within the public right-of-way. [2015, c. 403, §4 (NEW).] 
[ 2015, c. 403, §4 (AMD) .] 

M.R.S. 23 § 1913-A(1 )(L) 

Temporary Signs in the Right-of-Way 


