
COMMISSIONERS: TO ASSIST IN ESTABLISHING QUORUMS REQUIRED TO CONDUCT MEETINGS, PLEASE CONTACT THE PLANNING 
DEPARTMENT IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO ATTEND A SCHEDULED MEETING. 

 
INLAND WETLANDS AGENCY 
SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA 

MONDAY, JANUARY 30, 2023, 7:00 P.M.  
 

IN-PERSON ATTENDANCE: TOWN HALL ANNEX, 57 MAIN STREET, ELLINGTON, CT 
REMOTE ATTENDANCE: VIA ZOOM MEETING, INSTRUCTIONS PROVIDED BELOW 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER   
 
II. PUBLIC COMMENTS (on non-agenda items):  

 
III. PUBLIC HEARING(S):  None 
 
IV. OLD BUSINESS:  None 
 
V. NEW BUSINESS:   

 
1. IW202209 – Oakridge Dairy, LLC, owner/applicant, request to accept permitted uses as 

of right to construct a driveway and parking area for Modern Milkman business 
operations at 80 Meadow Brook Road, APN 090-017-0000. 

 
2. IW202301 – Lee Luginbuhl and James Spielman, owner/applicant, request to accept 

permitted uses as of right to dredge and maintain the waterways and re-create water 
capacity for irrigation purposes at 105 Pinney Street, APN 026-012-0000 and Pinney 
Street, APN 035-013-0000. 

 
VI. ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS: 

 
1. Approval of the November 14, 2022, Regular Meeting Minutes. 

 
2. Election of Officers. 

 
3. Correspondence/Discussion: 

 
VII. ADJOURNMENT: 
 

Next Regular Meeting is scheduled for February 13, 2023 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Instructions to attend remotely via Zoom Meeting listed below. The agenda is posted on the Town of Ellington 
webpage (www.ellington-ct.gov) under Agenda & Minutes, Inland Wetlands Agency. 
 
Join Zoom Meeting via link: Join Zoom Meeting by phone:   
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87063632797   +1 646 558 8656 US (New York)    
Meeting ID: 870 6363 2797    Meeting ID: 870 6363 2797 
Passcode: 641589     Passcode: 641589 
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INLAND WETLANDS AGENCY 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2022, 7:00 P.M.  
 

IN PERSON ATTENDANCE: TOWN HALL ANNEX, 57 MAIN STREET, ELLINGTON, CT 
REMOTE ATTENDANCE: ZOOM MEETING  

(ATTENDEES BELOW WERE IN PERSON UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED) 
 
PRESENT: Chairman Jean Burns, Vice Chairman Katherine Heminway, Regular members 

Ken Braga, Ron Brown and Hocine Baouche (arrived at 7:21 pm)  
 
ABSENT:    Regular members Art Aube, Steve Hoffman and Alternate Jon Kaczmarek 
  
STAFF 
PRESENT:  John Colonese, Assistant Town Planner/Wetland Enforcement Officer and Barbra 

Galovich, Land Use Assistant/Recording Clerk 
  
I. CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Jean Burns called the Ellington Inland Wetlands Agency 

meeting to order at 7:04 pm. 
 
II. PUBLIC COMMENTS (on non-agenda items): None 
  
III. PUBLIC HEARINGS: None 

 
IV. OLD BUSINESS: None 
 
V. NEW BUSINESS: 
   

1. IW202208 – Oakridge Dairy, LLC, Owner/ Brandon Gudeman, applicant, request to 
accept permitted uses as of right to dredge and maintain the ditches and brooks 
throughout the farm at 11 Jobs Hill Road, APN 072-002-0000; 16 Jobs Hill Road, APN 
072-001-0002; 18 Jobs Hill Road, APN 072-001-0000; 33 Jobs Hill Road, APN 081-003-
0000; 34 Jobs Hill Road, APN 081-001-0000; 76 Jobs Hill Road, APN 081-002-0000; 63 
Maple Street, APN 073-002-0000, Meadow Brook Road, APN 091-003-0000 and 80 
Meadow Brook Road, APN 090-017-0000. 

 
Brandon Gudeman, 124A Windermere Avenue, was present to represent the application. 
Mr. Gudeman explained Oakridge Dairy is looking to dredge out the silt within the ditches 
and brooks, which is impeding their crop production.  
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They intend on cleaning out the silt and spreading the spoils onto the crop fields where 
permitted through the National Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). They 
completed this activity in 2005 and are looking to extend the project to additional areas 
on the farm to help with water drainage from the fields. 

 
Commissioner Brown asked if they clear the proposed areas, would the activity help with 
the flow of water within the brooks on the property. Mr. Gudeman responded yes. 
 
Vice Chairman Heminway noted that if someone is maintaining good farmland they have 
to work to preserve it, and is in favor of the proposed activity. Commissioner Braga asked 
if the materials would stay on their properties. Mr. Gudeman intends to spread the spoil 
materials close to where they are dredged and in accordance with the map provided as 
part of the application.   
 
Chairman Burns asked if they make changes to the plan to spread the spoils would they 
contact the town. Mr. Gudeman said they would contact Mr. Colonese if the plan changes. 
Chairman Burns asked if they had any preventive measures in place for any oil leaks, etc. 
from the use of the proposed equipment.  Mr. Gudeman reassured the Agency they will 
take action to minimize any pollutant runoff and prevent equipment leakage as they would 
with any of their farm equipment. Chairman Burns asked how deep they intend on digging 
within the ditches and brooks. Mr. Gudeman explained they will only be removing the silt 
and material that has accumulated on the surface. 
 
Commissioner Braga inquired when Oakridge Dairy plans on doing the activity. Mr. 
Gudeman stated they plan on doing it during the winter months. He noted it may take a 
couple of winters to complete. 
 
Mr. Colonese requested the applicant contact the Connecticut Department of Energy and 
Environment Protection (DEEP) as they may require a non-consumptive water diversion 
permit for this type of activity, which was required in 2005. Mr. Colonese noted he 
forwarded Mr. Gudeman Connecticut DEEP contact information last week. Mr. Colonese 
also requested Mr. Gudeman contact the Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) as the farm 
notified the ACOE in 2005. Mr. Gudeman said he has contacted both agencies and is 
waiting for their response. 
 
Commissioner Brown asked about the equipment to be used and how it will impact the 
watercourses. Mr. Gudeman stated they will be using larger equipment and that they 
prefer to do it during the winter because the ground is frozen. They will be using an 
excavator and rock trucks. They will create piles and then sort the material out for 
spreading on the fields. 
  
Mr. Colonese asked about the wooded areas around the brooks and how they plan on 
accessing those areas.  Mr. Gudeman stated there is no intention to clear trees at this 
time, but brush will be cleared as needed to gain access.  
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MOVED (HEMINWAY) SECONDED (BRAGA) AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY TO 
ACCEPT IW202208 – Oakridge Dairy, LLC, Owner/ Brandon Gudeman, applicant, 
request to accept permitted uses as of right to dredge and maintain the ditches and brooks 
throughout the farm at 11 Jobs Hill Road, APN 072-002-0000; 16 Jobs Hill Road, APN 
072-001-0002; 18 Jobs Hill Road, APN 072-001-0000; 33 Jobs Hill Road, APN 081-003-
0000; 34 Jobs Hill Road, APN 081-001-0000; 76 Jobs Hill Road, APN 081-002-0000; 63 
Maple Street, APN 073-002-0000, Meadow Brook Road, APN 091-003-0000 and 80 
Meadow Brook Road, APN 090-017-0000. 

 
VI. ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS: 
 
By Consensus, the Agency went out of agenda order to Correspondence/Discussion. 
 

Seth Bahler, Oakridge Dairy, 76 Jobs Hill Road, approached the Agency about making some 
site changes to their parcel located at 80 Meadow Brook Road. The Modern Milkman has 
been growing and they are planning to convert the existing barn to be used for the farm 
business including adding some cooler space within the building and creating a driveway 
around the building with additional parking. He noted the proposed activity will not be within 
the wetlands. Mr. Bahler asked if the proposed activity can be as of right since it is a farm 
use. After a brief discussion, Mr. Bahler was asked to submit an application to request the 
proposed project be permitted as of right. 
 

The Agency went back to Agenda order. 
 

1. Approval of the October 17, 2022 Regular Meeting Minutes. 
 

MOVED (BRAGA) SECONDED (HEMINWAY) AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY TO 
APPROVE THE OCTOBER 17, 2022 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES AS WRITTEN. 

 
2. Approval of the 2023 Meeting Schedule. 

 
MOVED (BRAGA) SECONDED (HEMINWAY) AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY TO 
APPROVE THE 2023 MEETING SCHEDULE AS DRAFTED. 

 
3. Correspondence/Discussion: 

a. Capital Improvement Requests Memo FY 2023-2024 
 

VII. ADJOURNMENT:   
 

MOVED (HEMINWAY) SECONDED (BAOUCHE) AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY TO 
ADJOURN THE NOVEMBER 14, 2022 REGULAR MEETING OF THE INLAND 
WETLANDS AGENCY AT 7:24 PM. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
_____________________________ 
Barbra Galovich, Recording Clerk 
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